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THIS WEEK
2 Noab takes a look at what’s 
happening to the people in 
Venezuela
3 A Clarendon ISD employee 
receives an recognition for 
her efforts.
4 Clarendon Cub Scouts hold 
their annual Blue & Gold 
Celebration.
7 And the Broncos fall to New 
Deal at the buzzer.
All this and much more as The Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!
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  Now 
Available! Harvester Cleaners

Full Service Dry Cleaning & Laundry
Local Pick-up / Drop-off • Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The Shop - Antiques & Good Stuff • 308 S. Kearney
Call: 665-2222 “We look forward to serving Clarendon and Donley County!”

New and updated property tax 
information has just been compiled 
by the Donley County Appraisal 
District and is available now to assist 
taxpayers.   This includes information 
about the following programs. 

Property Tax Exemptions 
for Disabled Veterans - The law 
provides partial exemptions for 
any property owned by disabled 
veterans or surviving spouses and 
surviving children of deceased 
disabled veterans. Another partial 
exemption is for homesteads donated 
to disabled veterans by charitable 
organizations at no cost or not 
more than 50 percent of the good 
faith estimate of the homestead’s 
market value to the disabled veterans 
and their surviving spouses. The 
exemption amount is determined 
according to percentage of service-

connected disability. The law also 
provides a 100 percent homestead 
exemption for 100 percent disabled 
veterans and their surviving spouses 
and surviving spouses of U.S. armed 
service members killed in action. 

Property Tax Exemptions – 
Non-profi t organizations that meet 
statutory requirements may seek 
property tax exemptions and must 
apply to their county appraisal 
district by a specifi c date. Businesses 
that receive tax abatements granted 
by taxing units; ship inventory out 
of Texas that may be eligible for the 
freeport exemption; store certain 
goods in transit in warehouses 
that are moved within 175 days; 
construct, install or acquire pollution 
control property; own and operate 
energy storage systems; convert 

H’wick plans June 
community event

The Howardwick City 
Council approved plans for a 
summer event in that community 
as part of a busy agenda last 
Tuesday, February 12.

The Howardwick Ho-Down 
will be held June 8 and will 
include vendors, bands, a corn 
hole tournament, and other 
activities. Plans include inviting 
neighboring communities to 
participate and possibly uses the 
proceeds of the event to help with 
projects in the community.

Jesse Lincycomb and Sandy 
Childress are planning the event.

In other city business, 
aldermen voted to approve the 
Donley County Hazard Mitigation 
Plan as presented. 

A plan to purchase new street 
signs, proposed by Alderman 
Brice Hawley, was defeated, 3-1.

The council discussed an 
offer to purchase steel beams 
located near City Hall, but Hawley 
said those beams were intended 
for expansion of the fi re hall. The 
council turned down the offer.

No action was taken on 
appointing members of the city’s 
planning and zoning commission. 
Alderman Marietta Baird 
encouraged the council to wait 
until after the May election to 
make those appointments.

The council approved buying 
a new printer and also a new 
paperless billing and credit card 
acceptance program.  

A family member is being held 
in the Donley County Jail for the 
double murder of a Howardwick 
couple on February 18.

Thirty-year-old Jarvis Fierro 
was arrested last Friday, February 
22, and is charged with capital 
murder for the shooting deaths of 
his brother James Edward Fierro, 34, 
and Candice Racheal Garret, 33. 

Sheriff Butch Blackburn is 
confi dent that his department, 
working with other area and state 

agencies, has the killer in custody.
“We got him,” Blackburn said. 

“No doubt.”
Blackburn has not released 

a motive for what he says was a 
premeditated homicide. 

Law enforcement personnel 
discovered the couple’s bodies in 
their Howardwick residence at 113 
Lakeview Lane after the sheriff’s 
offi ce received a call at 10:09 p.m. 
last Monday night. 

Working with other agencies, 

the sheriff’s offi ce obtained a warrant 
for capital murder for Jarvis Fierro 
by Friday morning. Offi cers from 
several agencies then stopped the 
suspect about 12:30 that afternoon 
on Bell Street in Amarillo, removed 
him from his vehicle, and placed him 
under arrest.

“This could not have happened 
this fast without the help of the 
Department of Public Safety, the 
Oldham County Sheriff’s Offi ce, the 
Carson County Sheriff’s Offi ce, and 

the FBI,” Blackburn said. “We also 
had the help of the Amarillo Police 
Department, and Amarillo SWAT.”

DPS offi cers involved in 
the investigation included Texas 
Rangers, Highway Patrol, and CID 
personnel. 

Justice of the Peace Pam Mason 
arraigned Jarvis Fierro on Friday and 
set his bond at $5 million.

Blackburn said the four children 
at home at the time of the murder are 
under the control of Child Protective 

Services. The ultimate custody fate 
of those children, as well as two 
other kids, will be determined by 
CPS, the sheriff said.

Blackburn credited CPS, as 
well as the Associated Ambulance 
Authority, for assisting with caring 
for the couple’s children.

Autopsy results have been 
received, but as of Tuesday neither 
Blackburn nor Judge Mason’s 
offi ce is releasing those preliminary 
fi ndings. 

Rebidding 
underway 
for city pool

The City of Clarendon is again 
advertising for bids for its proposed 
aquatics center for downtown.

The fi rst round of bidding resulted 
in only one bid from Plains Builders, 
Inc., of Amarillo, which came in 
approximately $1 million above the 
money that has been raised for the 
project. The city council subsequently 
rejected that bid on January 10.

Mayor Sandy Skelton said 
infl ation over the past two years and 
the recent government imposed tariffs 
were the primary reasons that the bid 
was so high.

“Since that time, we have had 
numerous discussions with Waters 
Edge, our design company, as to why 
we received only one bid, why the bid 
was so high compared to our original 
estimate two years ago, and what cost 
cutting measures can be implemented,” 
Skelton said. 

“Without going into detail about 
those conversations, we are confi dent 
that more construction fi rms will bid 
the job in the future and that the bid 
amounts will be more reasonable.”

A new Request For Bids was 
released February 21 and was published 
in last week’s Enterprise. Bid opening 
has been set for March 20.

Skelton said approximately $2.4 
million has been raised for the aquatics 
center at this point.

“With this amount of funds and 
the expectation that bids will come 
in lower than before, we are feeling 
optimistic about being able to fund 
the project in the near future,” Skelton 
said. “The goal is to have the aquatic 
center open for the summer of 2020.” 

Shopping at home-owned 
businesses can put money in your 
pocket under a new program 
launching this week by the 
Clarendon Chamber of Commerce.

The “Totally Locally” 
initiative encourages shopping at 
ten locally owned and operated 
businesses by giving away $500 in 
Clarendon Cash once per quarter.

Sign-up stations and details 
are available in the following 
businesses: A Fine Feathered Nest, 
Clarendon Outpost, Cornell’s 
Country Store, Country Bloomers, 
Every Nook & Cranny, Floyd’s 
Automotive, Henson’s, J&W 
Lumber, Saye’s Tack Store, and 
Turquoise & Rust.

One $500 winner will be 

drawn during the Chamber’s 
Business After Hours in March, 
June, September, and December. 

The Totally Locally program 
will promote all things local about 
Clarendon and Donley County. 

“Totally Locally encourages 
you to step through the door of that 
shop you go past every day,” the 
Chamber says. 

“Most of all though it’s about 
people who care about what they 
do, what they grow, what they 
make, and ultimately the people 
they sell it to. It’s about buying, 
playing, working, and living 
Totally Locally.”

To learn more about Totally 
Locally, call the Chamber of 
Commerce at 874-2421. 

Extension to offer 
applicator training

Donley County AgriLife 
Extension will offer a Private 
Pesticide Applicator License 
Certifi cation on Wednesday, 
March 6, at the Clarendon College 
Courson Ranch Operations 
Center, Room 117, with 
registration at 8 a.m.  

This certifi cation training 
is mandatory prior to scheduling 
with TDA to take the required 
exam to administer restricted use 
chemicals.  

Following this training, at 
2 p.m. there will be an Auxin & 
2,4-D cotton applicator training 
mandatory for those producers 
planning on utilizing these new 
technologies on cotton.  Note that 
there is a new requirement for any 
hired help that will be applying 
these products to have a private 
applicator license as well.  

Private Applicator Training 
is $15, Auxin and 2,4-D 
 Certifi cation are $10 and $25 for 
both trainings made payable to 
Donley Ag Program.  Call Leonard 
Haynes with any questions at 806-
282-7680 or 874-2141.

Arrest made in Howardwick homicides

Program will award $500 for shopping local

Bi-District Champions
The Clarendon Broncos defeated West Texas High School last Tuesday night, 49-36, in Pampa to win the Bi-District title. The 
Broncos then fell to New Deal at the buzzer in Amarillo on Friday. For more game details, see our coverage on page six of this 
week’s issue.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

Updated property tax 
information available 

Lighting the way
Webelos Scout Haughton Bivens lights a ceremonial candle as his mother and Den Leader, 
Katrina Leathers, watches in preparation for bridging from Cub Scouts Monday night. He and 
Kaendan Moffett were later welcomed into Scouts BSA Troop 433.  COURTESY PHOTO / STEPHEN BIVENS See ‘Tax info’ on page 4.
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THIS WEEK
2 Accountability is good 
policy for making government 
better.
3 High winds batter 
structures, trees, and 
vehicles around Clarendon.
4 Shriners honor one of their 
members for 50 years of 
service.
6 And the Broncos pick up 
two district wins.
All this and much more as The Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!
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The district court heard four 
pleas when it met in Clarendon last 
Friday, March 15, in the Donley 
County Courthouse. 

District Attorney Luke Inman, 
along with Assistant District 
Attorney Harley Caudle, prosecuted 
the cases for the State of Texas, with 
the Honorable Judge Stuart Messer 
presiding.

Shawn Ray Brogdon pleaded 
true and was sentenced to six years 
in the Institutional Division of the 
Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice.

Brogdon, 36 from Lelia Lake, 
was arrested by Texas Department 
of Public Safety Trooper Kellan 
Roberts on May 25, 2012.  Brogdon 
pleaded to an information fi led by 
the State on August 23, 2013.

Brogden originally pleaded on 
August 23, 2013, and was sentenced 
to 10 years for the third degree felony 
offense of driving while intoxicated 
third or more.  However, the sentence 
was probated for 10 years.

The State fi led its motion to 
revoke on April 2, 2018, alleging 
four violations of community 
supervision.  In addition to the 
sentence, Brogdon is also required to 
pay a $1,000 fi ne and $558 in court 
costs.

Raymond Russell Murray, II, 
pleaded true to the allegations listed 
in the State’s Motion to Adjudicate 
was convicted for the state jail felony 
offense of possession of a controlled 
substance and sentenced to 10 
months in the State Jail Division 
of Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice.  

Murray, 55 from Hutto, was 
arrested by DPS Trooper Kelly Hill 
on September 30, 2015.  Murray 
pleaded to an information fi led by 
the State on February 19, 2016. 

Murray was originally placed 
on community supervision on April 
28, 2016, receiving probation for two 
years.  The State fi led its motion to 
adjudicate on June 7, 2017, alleging 

Accident 
claims 
life of CC 
student

A Clarendon College rodeo 
team member died following a skid 
loader accident on campus Monday 
night, March 18.

Twenty-year-old sophomore 
Dalton O’Gorman of Shamrock was 
pronounced 
dead at the 
scene by 
Justice of the 
Peace Pam 
Mason, and 
an autopsy 
on Tuesday 
m o r n i n g 
confi rmed the 
young man 
died from 
crushing injuries he sustained.

“We are deeply saddened 
to share news of the loss of a 
member of our Bulldog Nation,” 
CC President Robert Riza said. 
“Please keep Dalton’s family, rodeo 
team members, Coach Bret Franks, 
and everyone at the college in your 
thoughts and prayers.”

Emergency personnel were 
called to the grounds of the Livestock 
& Equine Center at 7:54 p.m. 

Donley County Sheriff Butch 
Blackburn said two students were 
using a skid loader and had put a fork 
attachment on the loader but had not 
engaged the latches to secure the 
fork to the loader. 

Blackburn said while they 
were moving the loader, O’Gorman 
was hanging from the forks raised 
in the air. The forks bounced loose 
of t he loader and apparently fell to 
the ground on top of the student. 
Students and fi rst responders then 
attempted to resuscitate O’Gorman. 

“No charges are pending in this 
case,” Blackburn said. “It was just a 
terrible accident.”

H’wick working 
on water service

Howardwick residents have 
been dealing with multiple water 
issues over the last several days, 
including loss of pressure and loss 
of service, as Red River Water 
Authority works to address leaks 
in the system.

City Secretary Sandra 
Childress said Tuesday that Red 
River Regional Manager Jason 
Caldwell has been great to work 
with and that the authority has 
been working late hours to correct 
issues facing the city.

“This is something that is 
everybody’s fault,” Childress 
said. “It’s the city’s fault, it’s Red 
River’s fault, and it’s the people’s 
fault who tied into the system 
illegally. But now we’re all 
working to fi x it, and everybody 
is just going to have to be patient.”

Childress said issues started 
about two weeks ago when a fi re 
truck got stuck in what was fi rst 
thought to be an underground 
spring while fi ghting a fi re. But she 
said it was soon discovered that 
“spring” was actually a massive 
leak that had been suspected but 
not located for at least two years.

“We’ve been losing 40,000 
gallons a day down Carrol Creek,” 
Childress said.

Workers got a temporary fi x 
on that line, and then other leaks 
began to appear in the system, 
including at places where people 
have been stealing water service 
by tying into the water system 
without a meter.

Childress reiterated that 
Red River’s management has 
been working very well with 
the city, and she also praised the 
authority’s communication with 
the city. 

Childress said the good news 
is that the city should not have to 
ration water in the future if it can 
keep an extra 40,000 gallons in 
the system each day. But she also 
said that repairs will take time.

“The big fi xes are short term 
problems, but repairing all the 
issues are very long term,” she 
said. 

The City of Howardwick has 
more than $417,000 in accounts 
receivable that are past due to the 
city, according to information 
presented to the city council last 
Tuesday, March 12.

City Secretary Sandra Childress 
said she has discovered more than 
1,000 accounts that are past due; 
and in some cases, neither the city 
nor the county have any idea how to 

contact the people in question.
The city council voted to write 

off more than $103,000 in accounts 
deemed as “uncollectable,” but 
authorized Childress to do what she 
could to collect on the remaining 
past due accounts.

Much of the lost revenue comes 
from property owners who have not 
paid the city for mowing services, 
but Childress also said she estimates 

the city is losing as much as $900 
per month for people not paying for 
water and trash.

One citizen has not paid for 
water or trash since 1999, and the 
average delinquent account is two to 
three years in arrears, Childress said.

The problem of collecting on 
these accounts is exacerbated by the 
fact that Red River Water Authority 
handles the trash billing for the city 

along with its water bills. 
The city has also discovered 

that several residents are not paying 
for trash, because they have hooked 
into the water system without a 
meter or simply turned on an old 
meter without paying for Red River’s 
service. 

Mayor Greta Byars reported 
that as many as 40 meters have now 
been pulled by Red River.

In other business, Howardwick 
aldermen appointed Sam Grider as 
the judge for the city’s May election 
and set April 2 at 6 p.m. for a 
candidates’ forum at City Hall. 

Advertising for the city’s June 
8 Ho-Down was also approved, 
and aldermen approved the city 
bidding on four lots in Nacona Hills 
for possible future use as a trailer 
camping site.  

Three Clarendon High School 
students “died” following a mock 
accident sponsored by the student 
council Monday afternoon.

The Shattered Dreams program 
illustrated the dangers of drinking 
and driving by staging a crash and the 
resulting efforts of fi rst responders in 
front of the high school and junior 
high student bodies.

“The situation was four girls 
had been drinking at a party and 
were driving, and they ran into car 
with three sober boys,” student 
council sponsor Tammi Lewis said.

The program included 
assistance from the Associated 
Ambulance Authority, the 
Donley County Sheriff’s Offi ce, 
the Clarendon Volunteer Fire 
Department, the Department of 
Public Safety, and North West Texas 
Hospital’s LifeStar helicopter, which 
landed near the scene.

A vehicle used in the crash was 
actually the wreckage from a real 

alcohol-related accident in which a 
life was lost.

One of the girls, portrayed by 
Kyla Dunahm, was pronounced dead 
at the scene by Justice of the Peace 
Pat White and loaded into a hearse 
from Robertson Funeral Home. Two 
other students, played by Noab Elam 
and Caton Grahn, died in route to the 
hospital.

The remaining four students 
were injured. The driver of the 
girls’ car, portrayed by student 
council president Brandalyn Ellis, 
was administered a sobriety test on 
scene, arrested, fi ngerprinted, jailed, 
and sentenced to a total of 60 years 
in prison and a $30,000 fi ne by 
Judge John Howard.

Lewis said the program, funded 
in part by the Bryce Kennedy 
Foundation, continued on Tuesday 
with memorial services and a video 
shot by students, which recorded the 
entire program  from the accident, 
the notifi cation of parents, and the 

Lubbock man 
dies in wreck 

A Lubbock man lost his life 
last Monday, March 11, in a single 
car accident south of Clarendon 
on Hwy. 70.

Department of Public 
Safety Trooper Lynn Mays said 
27-year-old Gabriel Garcia 
was southbound when his 2004 
Lincoln Navigator went onto the 
right shoulder. He jerked left, 
spinning his vehicle so that it 
faced north, and the vehicle then 
rolled off the east side of the 
road before coming to rest on its 
wheels.

The time of the wreck is 
estimated to be about 9 p.m. in 
very foggy conditions. Rain fell 
at the accident scene later, and the 
wreckage was not discovered until 
about 7 a.m. the next morning by 
a passing motorist.

Garcia was not wearing 
a seatbelt and was dead on the 
scene, and Mays says alcohol is 
suspected as being involved  in the 
accident.

H’wick customers past due $417k

O’Gorman

Three ‘die’ in Shattered Dreams drama

sentencing.
Another video showed the 

impact such an accident had on a 
real family, and a CHS alumnus, 
who had lost her fi ancé in such 
an accident, also addressed the 
students.

“You could have heard a pin 

drop when she fi nished,” Lewis 
said. “We mainly just wanted to 
get kids to make better choices. I 
tell them there is always someone 
you can get to take you home. Even 
your parents… you may get in 
trouble, but they would rather drive 
you home than see this happen.”

Emergency personnel work to extricate “victims” from a mock car accident Monday when a dramatization was staged to show the 
dangers of drinking and driving.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

A DPS trooper handcuffs the “driver” during the Shattered 
Dreams exercise at Clarendon High School.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO

District court hears 
pleas in local cases 

Winning ‘Totally Locally’
Leslie Owens receives $500 in Clarendon Cash certifi cates from Chamber of Commerce Clerk 
Kaysea Christopher last week. Owens was drawn as the fi rst winner in the Chamber’s new 
Totally Locally program, which promotes shopping in locally owned and operated businesses. 
Participating businesses are listed on the ad on page eight of this week’s Enterprise, and 
shoppers can sign up now for the next $500 drawing, which will be held in June.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO 

See ‘Court’ on page 8.
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THIS WEEK
3 United Christians plan their 
last monthly breakfast of the 
season.
4 Peggy reports on a near 
miss with a tornado at 
Howardwick.
5 The CC Lady Bulldogs 
fall at the regional softball 
tournament. 
8 And city offi cers renew their 
oaths of offi ce.
All this and much more as The Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!
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Clarendon Mayor Sandy Skel-
ton declared May 11-17 as Peace 
Offi cers Week when the City Coun-
cil met Thursday, May 9.

The proclamation recognized 
the efforts of law enforcement offi -
cers, particularly within the Donley 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce for watching 
“over our citizens, [and] selfl essly 
risking their lives to protect individ-
uals, families, neighborhoods, and 
property against crime.”

Sheriff Butch Blackburn 
accepted the proclamation from the 
mayor. 

Aldermen canvassed the counts 
of the tax election, which passed, 
and affi rmed that Mayor Sandy Skel-
ton and Aldermen Jacob Fangman, 
Nathan Floyd, and Eulaine McIntosh 
were duly re-elected even though 
they had no opponents. 

Alderman John Lockhart was 
elected as the city’s new mayor pro-
tem.

The council approved creating 
a bank account to receive donations 

that will go toward matching funds 
for an improvement grant for the air-
port.

Cash management procedures 
were adopted to add a new customer 
payment option. The change allows 
the city’s computer system to log a 
payment when it’s made rather than 
entering payments in batches later.

In his report, Administrator 
David Dockery said properties deal-
ing with code violations had not 
made much progress recently due 
to weather. He also reported that the 
USDA water system improvement 
project has almost completed Phase 
2 on Wood Avenue and is proceeding 
south on Carhart Street.

Design work continues on 
the proposed city pool project with 
a fi nal value-engineered design 
expected to be done by May 22. The 
design will then be submitted to the 
Texas Department of Licensing & 
Regulation and the Texas Parks & 
Wildlife Department before being 
put out to bids again in June.

Auxiliary seeks help 
with cemetery fl ags

The Donley County VFW 
Auxiliary will be putting fl ags 
out at Citizens Cemetery next 
Monday, May 20, preparation for 
the Memorial Day weekend. 

Volunteers wishing to help 
with this effort are asked to be at 
the cemetery at 5 p.m., and the 
auxiliary will be serving refresh-
ments. The Auxiliary will meet 
again at the cemetery on Monday, 
June 3, to pick up the fl ags. 

High-speed 
chase ends 
in Memphis

An Iowa Park woman was 
booked into the Donley County Jail 
Monday after leading law enforce-
ment offi cers on a high-speed chase 
from Clarendon to Memphis.

Michelle Dehoyos, age 40, was 
wanted out of Iowa Park for a hit and 
run involving a police offi cer when 
she was spotted in Clarendon shortly 
before 9 a.m. Monday. A Donley 
County deputy gave pursuit and 
as Dehoyos fl ed east on US 287 at 
speeds of up to 120 mph. 

Sheriff Butch Blackburn said 
Dehoyos wrecked her car in Mem-
phis, hitting a pipe fence near the old 
John Deere dealership on the west 
side of town. 

The Iowa Park Leader told the 
Enterprise that police in that city 
had been dispatched to an apart-
ment complex where a woman was 
reported to be acting erratically. As 
offi cers responded, the suspect fl ed 
in a blue car. One offi cer managed 
to get her patrol car behind Dehoyos’ 
vehicle, but the suspect then put her 
car in reverse and backed into the 
offi cer’s vehicle and fl ed.

Dehoyos later called her chil-
dren and said she was headed to 
Vernon.

Donley County Justice of 
the Peace Pam Mason arraigned 
Dehoyos Tuesday on charges of 
Driving While Intoxicated and Evad-
ing Arrest in a Motor Vehicle. Bond 
was set at $1,500 on the DWI and 
$10,000 on the evading charge.

The Leader reports that 
Dehoyos is also facing charges in 
Iowa Park of evading and causing an 
accident involving damage greater 
than $200. 

Tickets are on sale now for 
the opening night of the reno-
vated Mulkey Theatre on Satur-
day, May 25.

General admission for the 
event is $50 per person each for 
a full evening of entertainment. 
The doors will open at 5 p.m., 
and the entertainment will start 
at 6 p.m.

In addition to a red carpet 
entrance and food and refresh-
ments, organizers have planned a 
program to take attendees back in 
time to the opening of the 1946 
theatre while also demonstrating 
the theatre’s new capabilities. 

The Mulkey’s fi rst live 
musical performance will be the 
South Plains Jazz Orchestra play-
ing big band hits from the 1940s, 
and the artistic director from 

the outdoor musical “TEXAS” 
is preparing a live theatre act to 
follow the band. 

The featured motion picture 
presentation for the grand open-
ing will be a 1946 John Wayne 
and Claudette Colbert movie, 
“Without Reservations.”

Tickets for the May 25 
grand opening must be purchased 
in advance of the show at the 
Clarendon Visitor Center, which 
is open weekdays from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m.. Tickets can also be pur-
chased by phone at 874-SHOW.

Following Saturday night’s 
grand opening, the Mulkey will 
hold four free admission mati-
nees on Sunday, May 27, and 
Monday, May 28, at 2 p.m. and 
5 p.m. each day. There will be no 
admission charge on a fi rst come, 

fi rst served basis. 
Movies tentatively sched-

uled for those matinees are 
“Greece” followed by “The 
Majestic” on Sunday and “Despi-
cable Me” followed by “The 
Cowboys” on Monday. Those 
selections may change based on 
availability. 

The annual Mulkey Block 
Party, which has been held on 
Memorial Day weekend, is not 
being held this year as efforts 
focus on getting the theatre itself 
open. If there is enough interest, 
the block party may return in the 
future.

For more information 
about the Mulkey Theatre or the 
opening weekend, contact the 
Clarendon Visitor Center at 806-
874-2421.

City sales tax hits 
new all time high

Clarendon hit a new record 
last week when Texas Comp-
troller Glenn Hegar distributed 
monthly sales tax allocations to 
local governments.

The city’s May allocation 
came in at an all-time monthly 
high of $56,593.42, which was up 
more 27.73 percent over the same 
period one year ago.

The fi gure blew past the pre-
vious monthly high, which was 
set just six months ago in Novem-
ber with a total of $45,308.43. 
Clarendon closed out calendar 
year 2018 with the highest sales 
tax revenue in his history, collect-
ing $421,334.60.

After seeing declining rev-
enues in the fi rst months of 2019, 
this month’s allocation has caused 
excitement at City Hall and now 
puts the city 6.21 percent ahead 
for the calendar year-to-date at 
$181,324.46 up from $170,708.75 
at this point in 2018.

May’s allocations are based 
on sales made in March by busi-
nesses that report tax monthly, 
and sales made in January, Febru-
ary and March by quarterly fi lers.

Hedley and Howardwick 
also posted gains this month. Hed-
ley’s May allocation was up 157.9 
percent to $2,340.71, putting that 
city 14.84 percent ahead for the 
year-to-date at $4,776.72.

Howardwick brought in 27.2 
percent more at $1,220.53 and is 
now up 3.88 percent for the year 
at $5,648.26.

Statewide, Hegar sent local 
governments $867.7 million in 
local sales tax allocations for 
May, 0.7 percent more than in 
May 2018.  

TxDOT project 
begins Monday 

The Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) will con-
duct contract seal coat operations in 
Donley County beginning Monday, 
May 20.

Work will begin on SH 70 from 
US 287 south to the Hall County 
line on Monday, May 20, and con-
tinue through Tuesday, May 21. 
Crews will move to Hall County on 
Wednesday, May 22, on SH 70 from 
the Donley County line south to SH 
256.

Motorists should expect delays 
during the seal coat operations and 
are encouraged to fi nd an alternate 
route, if possible. The contractor for 
the project is CDM Holdings, LLC.

Mulkey grand opening tickets on sale now

Dusty and Nikki Green shoot a promotional video for the opening of the 
Mulkey Theatre Tuesday morning.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

High tabulation
Hedley second graders delivered can tabs last Friday to The Ronald McDonald House in Amarillo. The second graders, along with 
many helpers, were able to collect and deliver 81 pounds of aluminum can tabs. The Clarendon College Honors Program were big 
contributors to the project, along with Wellington Care Center and several other individual donors.  Donors are urged to continue 
to collect can tabs for this annual project.   ENTERPRISE PHOTO / KARI LINDSEY

Proclamation honors local 
law enforcement offi cers

Donley County Sheriff Butch Blackburn stands with Mayor 
Sandy Skelton following the city recognizing May 11-17 as 
Peace Offi cers Week last Thursday.  CITY PHOTO / MACHIEL COVEY

Trash to Treasures 
sign-ups now open

Mark your calendars for 
Clarendon’s 14th annual “Trash 
To Treasures” garage sale event, 
which will be held Saturday, June 
1, this year.

The sign-up period is now 
open for garage sales in Hedley, 
Howardwick, and the surround-
ing area. Residents who wish to 
participate in this year’s “Trash 
To Treasures” are asked to come 
by the Enterprise before 5 p.m. on 
Friday, May 24, to sign up for the 
promotion.

Clear out the Trash & Make some Ca$h!
Citywide Garage Sale: June 1 • Sign-up Deadline: May 24
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Burning still illegal 
inside city limits

City Hall is reminding 
Clarendon residents that outdoor 
burning is still prohibited by ordi-
nance.

County offi cials lifted the 
countywide burn ban two weeks 
ago, but the city ordinance remains 
in effect and will be enforced as a 
matter of public safety. 

VFW Auxiliary asks 
for help with fl ags

The VFW Auxiliary is 
asking for volunteers to help pick 
up fl ags at Citizens Cemetery next 
Monday, June 3. Work will begin 
at 5 p.m., and refreshments will be 
served. 

Futures forum 
set for June 6

Residents of Donley County 
are invited to participate in the 2019 
Texas Community Futures Forum.  

The forum will be one of a 
series held in every county across 
Texas.  The Texas Community 
Futures Forums is sponsored by 
Donley County Extension, an agency 
of the Texas A&M AgriLife System.

The goal of the County Forum 
is to hear your views about the future 
of our county.  The outcome will be 
a prioritized list of critical issues that 
are affecting the county related to 
Ag & Natural Resources, Families 
and Health, Youth and Community 
Development to be addressed over 
the next three to fi ve years.

The Donley County Forum 
will be held Thursday, June 6, at the 
Donley County Activity Center in 
Clarendon. 

The forum will begin at 5:30 
p.m. and last approximately an hour 
and a half.  Your ideas are important 
and we hope you will be able to par-
ticipate.  Please call Leonard Haynes 
at 874-2141 or cell 806-282-7680 if 
you have any questions.

Speak to the future, and let your 
voice be heard in the Texas Commu-
nity Futures Forum. 

Great music, great food, and 
a great time marked the opening 
gala of the Mulkey Theatre Satur-
day night, May 25.

Thunderstorms and down-
pours stopped a few ticketholders 
from attending the event, but a 
large crowd still braved the ele-
ments and turned out to enjoy an 
evening of entertainment.

A red carpet awaited those 
arriving after they had their photos 
taken in front of a custom Mulkey 
backdrop at the Visitor Center 
offi ce. Once inside the newly 
renovated 1946 theatre, a feast 
was available in front of the new 
Mulkey stage and in the balcony 
with food expertly prepared by 
Great Western Dining and bever-
ages provided by the Broken Road 
liquor store and the Chamber of 
Commerce.

The threat of severe weather 
in the Panhandle area caused per-
formers from the musical drama 
“TEXAS” to cancel their sched-
uled appearance, but organizers 
quickly adapted the program and 
proceeded with the Mulkey fes-
tivities. 

Howardwick residents and 
stars of the PBS series “Two For 
The Road” Dusty and Nikki Green 
served as masters of ceremonies 
for the evening and welcomed the 
crowd, and Clarendon Economic 
Development Corporation Secre-
tary Roger Estlack thanked those 
who had helped the Mulkey proj-
ect through the years. 

Live entertainment was pro-
vided for the evening by the South 
Plains Dance Orchestra, a 16-piece 
big band that performed several 
selections from the World War II 
era and up through 1946, the year 
the Mulkey opened. The band 
also performed a Bob Wills tune 
in honor of his roots in this area. 
The acoustics of the renovated 
auditorium were praised by those 
attending. 

As storms continued to fl are 
up outside, power to the town 
– and consequently the theatre 
– went out briefl y at least three 
times, but that never stopped the 
performance on the stage. Emer-
gency lights kicked in immedi-
ately, and the band never missed a 
single beat. The show went on.

Following an intermission 
and the clearing of the stage, the 
big screen was lowered and an 
updated version of the Greens’ 

Donley County high school 
graduates for 2019 received 
$174,060 to further their educa-
tion, according to announcements 
made by Clarendon and Hedley high 
schools.

Clarendon High School seniors 
are eligible for or have received 
$125,550, and the total for Hedley 
seniors is $48,510.

Students from both Clarendon 
and Hedley are eligible for $500 
from Clarendon College. The Bull-
dog Bucks Tuition Assistance Pro-
gram will help to defray the cost 
of tuition, fees, books, and housing 
costs. Bulldog Bucks can be used 
to cover any unpaid balance up to 
$250 per semester. That represents a 
$16,000 commitment to the youth of 
Clarendon and a $5,500 commitment 
to Hedley seniors.

CC President Robert Riza has 
also instituted a tuition cap so that 
Clarendon and Hedley graduates will 
never have to pay for more than 12 

credit hours per semester no matter 
how many hours they take. Addi-
tionally, there is also been a $20,000 
commitment by the Clarendon Col-
lege Foundation to fund the PEAK 
scholarship for Clarendon High 
School dual credit students while 
still in high school. 

Clarendon’s Class of 2019 
completed a total of 537 dual credit 
hours through  Clarendon College.

“We at CHS would like 
to express our appreciation to 
Clarendon College and Dr. Riza, 
president,” CHS Principal Larry Jef-
fers said during graduation.

Local graduates were also rec-
ognized by Clarendon College this 
year with honor cords for seniors 
who have completed dual credit 
classes while in high school. Green 
and gold honor cords to signify that 
they have completed 20 or more 
hours, and green and white honor 
cords to signify they have earned 
between eight and 19 hours of col-

Garage sale 
event boasts 
23 locations

Bargain shoppers will be in for 
a treat during the 14th annual “Trash 
to Treasures” garage sale event that 
will be held in Clarendon and the 
surrounding area this Saturday, June 
2.

A total of 23 individual garage 
sales are scheduled to be held. A 
complete description of each sale 
is printed on the offi cial Treasure 
Map located on the last page of this 
week’s Enterprise.

From furniture to antiques, 
this weekend’s sales will feature 
hundreds of treasures just waiting to 
be uncovered at bargain prices. 

In addition to a plethora 
of garage sales, those visiting 
Clarendon this weekend will also 
have the benefi t of visiting about 100 
vendors at the Whistle-Stop Trade 
Days both Saturday and Sunday.

“Trash to Treasures” is being 
promoted with advertising dollars 
in area communities; and many 
people from neighboring counties 
are expected attend. 

Robertson’s offers 
app to community

Robertson Funeral Directors 
has invested back into the com-
munity to promote saving lives.  

The funeral home is asking 
residents to download the Vital 
ICE (In Case of Emergency) app, 
from either the Apple App Store 
or Google Play, for your smart 
phone and enter in their code: 
#3515.  Robertson Funeral Direc-
tors is making this potentially 
life-saving app available for free 
to download in the community as 
a way of showing their gratitude 
for allowing them to serve you.  

In the event of an emergency, 
fi rst responders can use the Vital 
ICE app to retrieve the user’s 
vital information. This informa-
tion can then be easily taken on 
the ambulance to the hospital, or 
sent directly to the hospital from 
the Vital ICE app, where ER staff 
can further access this critical 
information when time is of the 
essence

It only takes a few minutes to 
to download the Vital ICE app and 
fi ll in the information so you are 
prepared in case of an emergency.  
This app is available to the entire 
community, regardless of age.  

For more information, visit 
www.vitalboards.com/vitalice.   

documentary, “Cinema City: The 
Mulkey & Clarendon,” featuring 
interviews with Bob Bell, the son 
of Lema Mulkey’s business man-
ager Lee Bell; former Mulkey pro-
jectionist John Molder; Don and 
Maxine Robinson – who had their 
fi rst date at the Mulkey; and the late 
Jean Stavenhagen. Updated footage 
included a time-lapse video of the 
installation of the seats in the the-
ater and a dedication to Stavenha-
gen at the end of the video.

The audience also got to enjoy 
the premier of the trailer for the third 
season of “Two For The Road,” get-
ting a glimpse of the Greens’ latest 

world travels displayed larger than 
life on the Mulkey screen. 

A second intermission sent 
the audience back to the lobby for 
Cokes and popcorn before the fea-
ture presentation. Back in its origi-
nal location, the Mulkey’s 1946 
popcorn machine was serving its 
intended purpose after a week-long 
restoration at the hands of Sandell 
Drive-In owner John Morrow. The 
machine has been put on permanent 
loan to the Mulkey by Vicky and 
Chuck Robertson in memory of 
Patrick Robertson.

The fi rst feature fi lm in the new 
Mulkey was John Wayne and Clau-

dette Colbert in the 1946 “Without 
Reservations.”

The Mulkey’s grand re-
opening continued on Sunday and 
Monday with free matinees at 2 
p.m. and 5 p.m. “Grease” was 
followed by “The Majestic” on 
Sunday, and “Despicable Me” was 
followed by “The Cowboys” on 
Monday afternoon.

Mulkey organizers will be off 
this week but plan to begin show-
ing new movies next Friday, June 
7. Showtimes and movie selections 
will be posted at ClarendonTX.
com/Mulkey and on Facebook.com/
mulkeytheatre. 

lege credit.
Individual recognitions for 

Hedley are as follows: 
Jayden Lambert received the 

Lila Kate & Kylie Allison Monroe 
Scholarship for $300, a Univer-
sity Interscholastic League Scholar 
Award, an award for the Highest 
Ranking High School Graduate, the 
Capital Farm Credit Scholarship for 
$250, and a Herring Bank Scholar-

ship for $500.
Kasie Hinton was awarded the 

Cross Road Peanuts Scholarship 
for $500, the Bill Talley Memorial 
Scholarship for $1,000, a Hedley 
Lions Club Scholarship for $500, 
a National Western Stock Show 
Scholarship for $1,200, and a Texas 
Braunvieh Association Scholarship 
valued at $4,000.

Jasmine McCleskey received a 

Herring Bank Scholarship for $300 
and a Lioness Club Scholarship for 
$100.

Leslie Aizaga won a La Sierra 
University Achievement Award 
valued at $34,360.

Individual recognitions for 
Clarendon were: 

Zoe Adams was awarded the 
Jacob Dean Smith Memorial Schol-

Mulkey holds grand opening

Mulkey Theatre organizers, workers, and volunteers hold a ribbon cutting before opening the 
doors to the public for the fi rst time last Saturday. Shown here are (back) Doug Kidd, Sophie Bil-
brey, Leo Brewer, Jowlene Weiss, Zoe Adams, (front) Terri Floyd, Ella Estlack, Ben Estlack, Mason 
Allred, Bob Weiss, Roger Estlack, and Ashlee Estlack.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / RUSSELL ESTLACK

Donley graduates earn 
$174k in scholarships

Hedley School Board President Dana Bell presents Josh Fish with his diploma at Hedley graduation. 
ENTERPRISE PHOTO / KARI LINDSEY

Howardwick plans 
Hoe-Down June 8

Activities and raffl e items 
are lining up for the Howardwick 
Hoe-Down to be held on Satur-
day, June 8, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
in Howardwick.

The benefi t to raise money 
for street repairs in that commu-
nity will feature a wide range of 
activities for the folks of all ages.

Live music is scheduled in 
the park from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m., 
and a bounce house will be avail-
able for the kids.

Donations are still being 
accepted for the raffl e, and local 
arts and crafts will also be fea-
tured at the Hoe-Down as well as 
a car and motorcycle show.

For more information, con-
tact Debra Hubbard at 806-277-
0625 or call City Hall at 874-2222. See ‘Scholarships’ on page 4.
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 Local businessman and civic 
leader Paul Bivens passed away Sat-
urday, June 8, 2019, in Clarendon at 
the age of 73.

Services will be held in the 
First United Methodist Church on 
Thursday, June 13, at 2:00 p.m. with 
Rev. Buddy Payne offi ciating. Visi-
tation was from 5:00-7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday at the Robertson Funeral 
Directors.

Arthur Paul Bivens was born 
in Woodward, Okla., to Harry and 
Grace Bivens on November 11, 1945, 
and grew up in Seiling, Okla. He 
graduated from Seiling High School 
and went to Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University in Weatherford, 
Okla., where he graduated in 1970 
with a Bachelor’s of Science in Phar-
macy. While in Weatherford he met 

and married the former Elmonette 
Branigan, with whom he celebrated 
50 years of marriage in December of 
2018. 

Bivens began his career in phar-
macy in Arlington, Texas, before 
moving to Clarendon in 1976 with 
the opportunity to purchase Tun-
nell Pharmacy. He and Elmonette 
reopened the business as Bivens 
Pharmacy and operated it at the 
corner of US 287 and Kearney 
Street until 1996 when they opened 
the Clarendon Outpost, which has 
been called a beacon of light to the 
masses.

An active member of the com-
munity, Bivens served Clarendon as 
the chairman of the Salvation Army 
for more than 30 years. He was a 
43-year member of the Clarendon 

Lions Club and former president of 
the club and a 37-year member of 
Clarendon Lodge #700 AF&AM. He 
served for a time on the Clarendon 
Board of Aldermen, and he also 
devoted much time in support of the 
Boy Scouts.

Bivens is remembered for 
having lived life to the fullest. He 
was an avid scuba diver and espe-
cially loved going to Cozumel, 
Mexico, with his friend Kenneth 
Brady and Mike Branigan. He loved 
to wakeboard and snow ski, and he 
worked to teach countless others to 
do the things he loved. 

He was a faithful member of the 
Clarendon First United Methodist 
Church, serving on the board and as 
youth sponsor for many, many years.  
He loved singing in the choir. 

Bivens had a lifelong love of 
learning, and more recently, of domi-
nating Freddy Gray at ping pong, in 
memory of Don Smith, through the 
power of profanity.

He is survived by his wife, 
Elmonette Bivens; two sons, Stephen 
Bivens and wife Katrina Leathers of 
Clarendon and Scott Bivens and wife 
Alyssa of Lubbock; one brother-in-
law Michael Branigan of Memphis; 
a sister-in-law Dorothy Bivens of 
Amarillo; nine grandchildren; four 
nieces and nephews and their fami-
lies; and a town full of people whose 
lives he touched over the years.

In lieu of fl owers, the Bivens 
family suggest donations be made 
to First United Methodist Church 
in Clarendon or a charity of your 
choice.

City plans hearing 
on four properties

The City of Clarendon is 
giving notice this week that its 
Building Standards Commission 
will be holding a public hearing 
June 27 on four properties.

The committee will dis-
cuss and possibly take action on 
whether structures are dangerous 
and substandard at the following 
addresses: 713 E. Second, 102 S. 
McClelland, 623 E. Second, and 
818 E. Fourth. 

The commission will also 
possibly determine what action is 
required by the property owners to 
bring structures into compliance 
with city ordinances.

The hearing will begin at 
7:30 p.m. and is open to the 
public. 

Three men arrested 
in alleged assault

Three Clarendon men were 
arrested Sunday morning, June 
9, in connection with an alleged 
sexual assault earlier that morn-
ing.

Donley County Sheriff Butch 
Blackburn said Corey Fields, age 
43; Billy Wilson, age 43, and 
Daquawne Oliver, age 19, were 
all charged with sexual assault, a 
second degree felony. 

Justice of the Peace Pat 
White arraigned the men Monday 
and set bond for each one at 
$20,000. All three were still in 
custody at press time.

Blackburn said the case 
remains under investigation. 

CC signs 
agreement 
with WGU

Clarendon College graduates 
and employees now have a new path-
way to earn bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees through online, non-profi t 
university WGU Texas.

Through the new agreement, 
CC graduates, faculty, and staff will 
receive a fi ve percent discounted 
tuition at WGU Texas, exclusive 
partner scholarships, valued at up 
to $2,000, and can select from more 
than 60 accredited bachelor’s and 
master’s degree programs in infor-
mation technology, business, health 
professions and teaching.

CC President Robert Riza said 
he is very excited to give students 
a way to earn higher degrees while 
still living and working in their 
hometowns.

“This is another opportunity for 
our graduates to complete their edu-
cation at the next level while being 
allowed to remain employed and 
not have to move their families,” Dr. 
Riza said. “WGU is a great institu-
tion that has been at the leading edge 
of online education for years.”

The agreement also includes 
Amarillo College and Frank Phillips 
College in Borger.

“WGU Texas is thrilled to 
expand its presence in the Panhandle 
by providing more CC, AC, and FPC 
students a seamless pathway to com-
pleting their bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees and preparing them to enter 
some of the state’s most in-demand 
careers,” said WGU Texas Chancel-
lor Steven Johnson. 

“Community colleges enroll 
almost half of all students in the 
state – more than 700,000 students. 
This partnership creates an opportu-
nity to link those students to alterna-
tive, viable pathways to earning a 
degree,” Johnson said.

WGU Texas’ current enroll-
ment is more than 12,500 students, 
Dr. Johnson said. He added that 
WGU Texas students are in 17 of 
the counties that make up the Texas 
Panhandle, including Potter, Ran-
dall, and Hutchinson Counties, with 
students enrolled in 233 of the state’s 
254 counties. 

Students transferring from 
Clarendon can expect a compre-
hensive transfer policy. Information 
about WGU Texas’ community col-
lege partnerships and scholarship 
opportunities is available at texas.
wgu.edu/cc. 

WGU Texas is an online, non-
profi t, competency-based university 
established to expand Texans’ access 
to higher education throughout the 
state. Formed through a partner-
ship between the state of Texas and 
nationally-recognized Western Gov-
ernors University, WGU Texas is 
open to all qualifi ed Texas residents. 
The university offers more than 60 
undergraduate and graduate degree 
programs. 

Since the university’s launch in 
2011, more than 11,000 graduates 
have earned their undergraduate or 
graduate degrees. 

Make your plans now to enjoy 
the 142nd annual Saints’ Roost 
Celebration on July 4, 5, and 6 in 
Clarendon.

With just three weeks to go, 
the celebration’s schedule is pretty 
well set with the Clarendon Out-
door Entertainment Association 
opening the festivities with a July 
Fourth Junior Rodeo. Junior team 
entries are $125 each and can be 
made by calling 806-679-2738.

The celebration gets under 
full steam on Friday, July 5, with 
merchant sales and the annual 
Depression Luncheon at the Down-
town Ministry Center from 11 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The cost for the 
beans and cornbread meal is 25 
cents. That night, the COEA Ranch 
Rodeo opens at 7:30 at the COEA 

Arena followed by a dance at 9 
p.m. featuring the music of Rhett 
Uhland opening for Mitchell Ford 
& The Volunteers.

The big day will be Satur-
day, July 6, beginning with the 
Arts & Craft Fair on the square at 
9 a.m. sponsored by the Donley 
County 4H. Booths are $25 each 
and should be reserved through the 
Donley County 4H by calling 806-
874-2141.

The Chamber of Commerce’s 
Old Settlers Reunion and the Kids’ 
Bicycle & Tricycle Parade also 
begin at 9 a.m. The Kids’ Parade 
will line up and register at 8:30 at 
Keith Floyd’s shop at Third and 
Sully. Ed Montana will provide 
music and serve as master of cer-

Water authority lifts 
restrictions in H’wick

Howardwick City Hall 
announced Tuesday that Red 
River Water Authority has lifted 
all water restrictions in that city.

Residents may resume 
watering their lawns and using 
water for other activities as they 
normally would. 

Red River has completed 
installation of the city’s new pres-
sure tank, and work is proceeding 
on a new well for the city. 

Services set for local civic, business leader

Paul Bivens

Let it fl y
Clarendon’s B.J. Owens throws a disc during the West Texas 
Experience IV tournament at the Greenbelt Disc Golf Course at 
Kincaid Park last Saturday and Sunday . More than 50 people 
attended the annual tournament hosted by the Greenbelt Lake 
Disc Golf Club.  COURTESY PHOTO / GK PRODUCTIONS

Howardwick party time 
Dusty Green, Nikki Green, and Gene Dean strike a pose during the Howardwick Hoe-Down last Saturday. City Hall reports that about 
450 people attended the event over the course of the day and more than $4,800 was raised for the city’s street improvement fund. 
City Secretary Sandra Childress said the event had great weather and a great turnout and was a really great time for the commu-
nity.  COURTESY PHOTO / DUSTY GREEN

It’s time to dance the night 
away at the second annual “Summer 
on the Slab” benefi t concert in 
Clarendon next Saturday, June 22.

Gates and a burger bar open 
at 5:30 followed by live music and 
open air dancing on the COEA Slab 
at the rodeo grounds from 6:00 to 
midnight.

Ed Montana will serve as 
master of ceremonies and will open 

the entertainment with musical 
performances scheduled to follow 
 from the Gary Nix Band, the Buster 
Bledsoe Band, and the Drake Hayes 
Band.

A cowboy breakfast will 
follow the dance at 12:30 a.m. 

Proceeds benefi t the St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church Building Fund. St. 
Mary’s is the oldest Catholic church 
in the Texas Panhandle. The build-

ing was damaged beyond repair by 
an automobile accident, and the 
congregation is working to rebuild 
their historic church. 

Tickets are $20 for the Summer 
on the Slab. Bring your own cooler 
for only $10 more, and VIP tickets 
are also available for $50 each and 
include the gate fee, waiver of the 
cooler fee, and access to the Coors 
VIP Tent. Families are encouraged 

to attend, and children three years 
old and under get in free.

Major sponsors for the event 
are Reed Beverage, Floyd’s Auto-
motive, Charles Lynch Architect, 
and the Clarendon Outdoor Enter-
tainment Association. 

For more information, check 
out the “Summer on the Slab” Face-
book event page or call Chriss Clif-
ford at 806-206-6767. 

‘Summer on the Slab’ to be held June 22

Chamber to draw 
for $500 June 13

The Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce will hold its next Busi-
ness After Hours and its second 
Totally Locally $500 drawing at A 
Fine Feathered Nest next Thurs-
day, June 13.

The come-and-go event will 
be held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
and will provide Chamber mem-
bers and prospective members an 
opportunity to learn more about 
what’s happening in the local 
business community. Refresh-
ments will be served.

In addition to learning more 
about A Fine Feathered Nest, one 
of the highlights of the June After 
Hours will be the Chamber’s 
second Totally Locally draw-
ing. Shoppers can sign up for the 
drawing at eleven local stores, and 
one will win $500 in Clarendon 
Cash at the After Hours. A list of 
participating businesses and more 
information is on the ad on page 
six this week.

Plans set for Clarendons’ 
Saints’ Roost Celebration

See ‘Celebration’ on page 3.

www.ClarendonLive.com

THE CLARENDON NEWS &               THE DONLEY COUNTY LEADERTHE CLARENDON NEWS &               THE DONLEY COUNTY LEADER

EnterpriseThe ClarendonEnterprise 07.25.2019
��

The Texas Panhandle’s First Newspaper.
Established 1878.

��

THIS WEEK
2 The Coffee Memorial Blood 
Center sends its thanks to 
the community.
3 Two local girls are honored 
for achievements during the 
summer reading program.
4 Five area cities get ready 
to host a four-day highway 
oriented event.
6 And an online tool connects 
farmers with funding options.
All this and much more as The Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!

$100Single 
Copy

A hardworking little girl made 
a big impact at the Burton Memorial 
Library last week.

Seven-year-old Kassie Askew 
donated $925 to the library for new 
books after working several weeks 
at a lemonade stand. Her motivation 
was simple enough.

“I like to read,” Kassie told the 
Enterprise, “and I wanted them to 
buy some more books.”

Askew’s mother said Kassie 
originally planned to have a lemon-
ade stand just for herself but then 
decided to help the library out.

“Her goal was $700,” Amanda 
Askew said, “but it went way over 
that.”

Kassie, who visits the library 
more than once a week, said her par-
ents were support of her idea. Her 
dad, Dale Askew , helped her build 
the lemonade stand, which she set 
up in front of the family business – 
Saye’s Tack Store – next door to the 
library. 

She also said her mom helped 
her bake brownies.

“I sold lemonade, limeade, and 
brownies,” Kassie said of her stand, 

which was open for two hours a day 
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
in June and part of July.

Amanda said Kassie used her 
own money to buy the ingredients 
for products and said that Dale 
encouraged their daughter to work to 
earn her own money. She did have to 
have help in the kitchen this year, but 
Amanda thinks that may change next 
summer.

“Hopefully next year she will 
be able to hold the bowl herself and 
reach the oven,” she said.

The library staff was impressed 

by Kassie’s devotion and willing-
ness to help, and the Friends of the 
Library made Kassie an honorary 
member following her donation last 
Thursday.

“I think it’s wonderful,” Librar-
ian Jerri Ann Shields said. “She is 
such a sweet girl, so intelligent and 
such a worker!”

Clarendon Mayor Sandy Skel-
ton gave Kassie a double high fi ve 
after the membership was bestowed 
on her and said, “Thank you, Kassie, 
on behalf of the city council, for all 
your hard work for the library.”

The District Court heard three 
pleas when it met in Clarendon on 
Tuesday, July 16.

District Attorney Luke Inman, 
along with Assistant District Attor-
ney Harley Caudle, prosecuted the 
cases for the State of Texas, with the 
Honorable Judge Stuart Messer pre-
siding.

Bobby Ray Morquecho, 24, 
pleaded true and was sentenced to 
35 years in the Institutional Division 
of the Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice.

Morquecho, from Memphis, 
 was arrested in Hall County by Hall 
County Chief Deputy Jared Johnson 
on April 4, 2018.  Morquecho was 

later indicted by the Hall County 
Grand Jury on September 26, 2018.

Morquecho originally pleaded 
on January 22, and received six 
years deferred adjudication for the 
fi rst degree felony offense of engag-
ing in organized criminal activity.  
The underlying criminal activity was 
participating in a methamphetamine 
distribution network in Hall County.

The State fi led its motion to 
adjudicate on July 3, alleging fi ve 
violations of community supervi-
sion.  In addition to the sentence, 
Morquecho is also required to pay a 
$6,000 fi ne, $180 in drug lab restitu-
tion and $381 in court costs.

“I hope this defendant’s sen-

tence sends a message to the drug 
dealers in our district,” said Caudle 
after Morquecho’s sentence was 
pronounced.  “We are tired of deal-
ing with the same criminals over and 
over again, so now it’s time to start 
sending them to prison for decades 
instead of months or years.”

Roger William West, 58, 
pleaded guilty and was placed on 
deferred adjudication community 
supervision for six years for the 
enhanced second degree felony 
offense of possession of a controlled 
substance in penalty group one, 
methamphetamine.

West, from Memphis, was 
arrested in Memphis by Memphis 

Police Offi cer Daniel Deherrera 
on May 29. West pleaded guilty to 
information fi led by the State on July 
11.

Pursuant to the plea, West is 
also required to pay a fi ne of $500 
fi ne to Hall County, $400 in attorney 
fees, $180 drug lab restitution, $381 
in court costs, and successfully com-
plete 300 hours of community ser-
vice. If West violates probation, he 
could face up to twenty years in the 
Institutional Division of the TDCJ.

Rebecaa Leigh Dickenson 
pleaded guilty and was placed on 
deferred adjudication community 
supervision for two years for the 
state jail felony offense of possession 

of a controlled substance in penalty 
group two, tetrahydrocannabinol. 

Dickenson, 28 from Win-
newood, Okla., was arrested in 
Carson County by DPS Trooper 
Garry Bullard on May 6, 2018. Dick-
enson pleaded guilty to information 
fi led by the State on September 17.

Pursuant to the plea, Dicken-
son is also required to pay a fi ne 
of $500 to Carson County, $300 in 
attorney fees, $336 in court costs, 
$180 in drug lab restitution, a $500 
out-of-state probation transfer fee, 
and successfully complete 100 hours 
of community service. If Dickenson 
violates probation, she could face up 
to two years in the State Jail.

A grassfi re at Greenbelt Lake 
kept Clarendon volunteer fi remen 
busy for three days this past week-
end, and Fire Chief Jeremy Powell is 
urging everyone to be cautious about 
outdoor burning. 

The Clarendon Volunteer Fire 
Department was dispatched shortly 
after 11 p.m. on Friday, July 19, to 
a fi re on the west side of the lake. 
Powell said the fi re was burning 

between homes and the shoreline 
of the lake and consumed 25 acres 
before being brought under control. 

The department worked with 
Greenbelt Water Authority, the 
Donley County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Texas DPS, and the Associated 
Ambulance Authority. 

No structures were lost, and 
units remained on scene until after 4 
a.m. and returned after 8 a.m. on Sat-

urday to make sure the fi re was still 
within containment lines.

The fi re continued to burn 
within the containment area, and 
then on Sunday afternoon, the fi re 
jumped a guard line, bringing the 
total acres burned to at least 35.

Powell reminds the public that 
after the recent 100 degree days, 
grasses and weeds have cured or 
dried to the point that they will burn 

from just a spark. 
“We need to be very cautious,” 

Powell said and reminded folks to be 
careful with any activities that could 
result in a grass fi re. 

Powell said Clarendon volun-
teer fi remen were also called out 
Sunday morning at about 6 o’clock 
 to extinguish a locomotive fi re on the 
BNSF tracks near County Road 6A 
and US 287. 

Howardwick okays 
August fundraiser

The Howardwick City Coun-
cil met in called session Monday 
morning, July 22, to authorize 
a fundraiser for the city’s fi re 
department.

The council approved the 
fi sh fry that will be held Saturday, 
August 24, at 5 p.m. along with a 
pool party at the Clarendon Coun-
try Club.

Aldermen also took action 
to hire Kyle McElroy as seasonal 
help for the city. 

The Mulkey Theatre will bring 
two live performances to its stage 
when it hosts concerts in August and 
September.

“Peace, Love, Rock & Roll 
– Clarendon” will mark the 50th 
anniversary of Woodstock on Friday, 
August 30, at 7 p.m. and will feature 
the popular Amarillo band Insuffi -
cient Funds.

General admission is $20 per 
person. VIP tickets are $40 each and 
includes heavy hors d’oeuvres, event 
T-shirt, and a 5x7 commemorative 
event photo. Tickets go on sale at the 

Visitor Center August 2.
In conjunction with the 25th 

annual Col. Charles Goodnight 
Chuckwagon Cookoff, the Mulkey 
and the Saints’ Roost Museum will 
present Red Steagall in two perfor-
mances Saturday, September 28, at 5 
p.m. and 7 p.m.

Tickets for the Steagall concert 
are $50 each, and proceeds benefi t 
the Museum as well as the Mulkey. 
Advance Steagall tickets for Mulkey 
seat holders are on sale at the Visitor 
Center through July 29 and will go 
on sale to the public on August 1. 

Pee Wee football 
sign-ups next week

Pee Wee football signups 
will be held Tuesday, July 30, 
for 5th/6th grades and Thurs-
day, August 1, for 3rd/4th grades 
from 6-8 p.m. at the practice fi eld 
north of the school bus barn in 
Clarendon.  

The cost to join will be $80 
per child. Please bring a copy of 
your birth certifi cate when regis-
tering. 

Kassie Askew, age 7, gets a hug from Librarian Jerri Ann Shields after she donated $925 to the Burton Memorial Library last Thursday. 
ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK 

TxDOT treating area 
roadways with lime

 Texas Department of Trans-
portation (TxDOT) crews are 
treating multiple roadways 
throughout the 13-county Chil-
dress District with lime water to 
prevent asphalt from pulling from 
the roadway due to excessive heat 
and heavy traffi c. 

Once dry, the lime water 
turns white on the roadway. 
TxDOT crews will be treating the 
roads daily.

Highway 
projects 
moving 
forward

The Texas Department of 
Transportation says improve-
ments to US 287 in Donley 
County are moving forward with 
work underway in Hedley and 
coming up in Clarendon.

After a delay, the $8 million 
highway rehabilitation project in 
Hedley on US 287 is progressing, 
according to TxDOT Childress 
Area Engineer Matt Herbstritt. 

The project, which began 
in February, is behind approxi-
mately one-month due to contrac-
tor delay. 

“The contractor has started 
concrete paving operations on 
the southbound lanes,” said Herb-
stritt. “It will take the contractor 
approximately 2-3 weeks to com-
plete the concrete work on the 
southbound side.” 

Herbstritt anticipates bar-
rier movement and traffi c control 
shifts from the southbound side to 
the northbound by mid-August. 

“At that time, re-construc-
tion of the northbound lanes will 
begin and will follow a similar 
sequence to the work that has 
taken place on the southbound 
lanes,” Herbstritt said. 

The project is making 
improvements to the pavement 
structure, as well as drainage and 
lighting. Herbstritt said, 

“The project will enhance 
the overall safety of the roadway.”

Throughout the project, 
access to oversized and extra-long 
vehicles has been restricted. 

Herbstritt reminded motor-
ists to use caution when driving 
through the construction zone. 
“Traffi c delays are possible and 
motorists are urged to follow 
posted speed limits when driv-
ing through Hedley.” He ended 
saying, “Be patient, take your 
time and remember traffi c fi nes 
double in work zones.” 

TxDOT will begin the fi rst 
phase of a project on US 287 in 
Clarendon just on the east end of 
the existing concrete pavement 
near Gorst Street by the fi rst of 
August. 

According to Childress 
Area Engineer Matt Herbstritt, 
the work will include new con-
crete pavement along a 200-foot 
stretch of roadway. “The new 
concrete pavement will be com-
pleted in the same timeframe 
as the southbound lanes of the 
Hedley section,” stated Herbstritt. 
“Once the northbound section in 
Hedley is prepared for concrete 
paving, the contractor will per-
form the second phase of work in 
Clarendon simultaneously with 
that paving operation as well.”

Motorists are reminded to 
use caution in work zones, avoid 
all distractions and follow posted 
speed limits.

Enterprise earns 
fi rst place plaques

The Clarendon Enterprise 
received three fi rst place 
honors in the West Texas Press 
Association’s 2018 Better 
Newspaper Contest last Saturday, 
July 20.

Results of the contest were 
announced during the WTPA’s 
89th annual summer convention 
in Decatur.

The Enterprise won fi rst 
place in Editorial Writing 
for articles written about the 
troubles at of the Howardwick 
City Council and open meetings 
training for the Clarendon College 
Board of Regents. 

The paper also picked up a 
fi rst place plaque for Advertising 
Composition for ads designed 
by Ashlee Estlack and Roger 
Estlack. 

The Clarendon 2018 fall/
winter Welcome Guide placed 
fi rst in Special Sections.

The Enterprise received 
second place honors for Feature 
Writing, third place honors for 
column writing by Roger Estlack, 
and third place overall in Division 
D for small weeklies.

The Springtown Epigraph 
was recognized as the top paper 
in Division D this year. Second 
place in sweepstakes went to the 
Big Lake Wildcat. 

Attending the convention 
and accepting the awards on the 
Enterprise’s behalf were Roger 
and Benjamin Estlack.

Little girl makes big donation

Clarendon fi remen battle grassfi re at lake

District court hears pleas during Clarendon docket

Mulkey to host two concerts
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Judging team does 
well at Tri-State Fair

Clarendon College’s Live-
stock Judging Team traveled last 
week to Albuquerque to help put 
on a judging contest and followed 
that by competing at the Tri-State 
Fair in Amarillo.

 In the freshman division in 
Amarillo, Clarendon placed third 
out of nine teams.

In the sophomore division, 
Clarendon was second of nine. 
Bailee McKay was 2nd high indi-
vidual, and                Eliza Lazenby 
was 8th high individual. 

Clarendon College’s fall enroll-
ment is down from last year’s all 
time high but still secured a spot in 
the record books as the institution’s 
third highest enrollment in 121-year 
history.

The fall head count following 
the 12th class day last Wednesday 
settled at 1,589, which is down from 
last year’s fi gure of 1,639 and only 
one below the second highest enroll-
ment of 1,590 set in 2017.

A strong economy and low 
unemployment typically leads to 
lower college enrollments, according 
to CC President Robert Riza.

“Unemployment is at 2½ per-

cent right now,” Dr. Riza said. “If 
you can pass a drug screen, you can 
get a job.”

Riza said low unemployment 
hurts general enrollment as well as 
career technical programs, but he 
also said he still feels strongly about 
the programs being offered by CC.

“Our students are getting 
employed from our programs,” he 
said. “And it’s important to remem-
ber that we’ve pushed some of these 
career technical certifi cations down 
into the high schools. Some kids 
with a certifi cate can start making 
mid-30s to low-40s right out of high 
school, and that may be more than 

their parents make. That makes it 
hard to argue they should go to col-
lege.”

Some families also opt to send 
kids straight to universities over 
community colleges when they feel 
good about the economy, the presi-
dent said.

Enrollment in Dr. Riza’s fi rst 
fall semester enrollment in 2014 was 
1,211, and Clarendon College has 
posted growth every fall except this 
one since then. This fall’s enrollment 
is still more than 31 percent higher 
than 2014’s headcount.

Enrollment on the Clarendon 
campus this fall is 316 compared to 

340 last year, and residence halls in 
Clarendon are at 95 percent capacity.

Enrollment at the CC centers 
in Childress and Gray counties are 
down. Pampa is at 176 compared to 
196 one year ago; and Childress is 
32 compared to 34. 

A total of 110 students are 
enrolle d in strictly online classes, 
also known as distance education, 
this fall compared to 125 one year 
ago.

The main driver of CC’s 
enrollment growth has been dual 
credit offerings, which the college 
now has in 22 area school districts. 
That enrollment segment actually 

increased this year with 776 students 
taking dual credit classes up from 
735 last fall and 678 two years ago.

“Over the last fi ve years, we’ve 
increased dual credit head counts by 
about 225 percent,” Riza said. “Our 
credit hours through dual credit are 
up about 250 percent.”

Clarendon High School has 26 
students enrolled in dual credit this 
semester. Hedley has 12.

The number of Donley County 
residents enrolled in traditional col-
lege classes is up this year with a 
total of 37 compared to 29 last year. 
Nine of those students are enrolled in 
CC’s Honors College.

Tickets are going fast now for 
the 25th annual Col. Charles Good-
night Chuckwagon Cookoff, which 
will feature the photography of Dick 
Wilberforce.

The cookoff will be next Sat-
urday, September 28 at the Saints’ 
Roost Museum. Tickets are $20 
per plate and are available at Every 
Nook & Cranny or by calling the 
museum at 874-2746.

Wilberforce has had a lifelong 
love of nature and wildlife. Born in 
Colorado, he has spent much of his 

time in and around the animal world. 
After leaving the Army, he moved to 
Texas where he was a professional 
sporting dog trainer, a manager of 
a large game bird farm, and game 
manager for several large ranches.

He has also been active in the 
racehorse business and had dealt 
with several breeds of purebred 
cattle. He is frequently called upon 
as a consultant in areas regarding 
wildlife, water, and management.

Through all this, he has been 
busy with his camera, recording 

images ranging from bobwhite quail 
to African big game. His photographs 
have earned him well over one hun-
dred national magazine covers, and 
he also does portraiture of cattle, 
racehorses, and sporting dogs.

His son, Don Wilberforce, a 
respected photographer in his own 
right, was killed in a plane crash in 
Africa in 1987. In his son’s memory, 
Dick and his wife established a 
scholarship they use to help deserv-
ing students pursue making a career 
of photography. 

Cotton tour to be 
held September 25

The Donley County Exten-
sion Service will hold its annual 
Crops Tour on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 25, 2019 at 9:30 a.m., 
starting at Nutrien (Crop Produc-
tion Services). 

Various cotton seed reps will 
be on the tour as well as a Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Ento-
mologist and Cotton Specialist to 
discuss insect scouting and weed 
management.  The tour will con-
clude with lunch being served at 
Donley County Activity Center.  
There will be three CEU’s offered 
to attendees. 

For more information, con-
tact agent Leonard Haynes at 806-
282-7680. 

Local death 
in accident 
last week

A Clarendon woman lost her 
life in a two-vehicle accident last 
Thursday afternoon near Goodnight.

Tojuanna Pierce, age 60, was 
pronounced dead at the scene by 
Donley County Justice of the Peace 
Pat White, according to a report 
from the Texas Department of Public 
Safety. 

DPS Sgt. Cindy Barkley 
said Pierce was a passenger in a 
2009 Hyundai Santa Fe, driven by 
58-year-old James Powell, also of 
Clarendon. The couple was travel-
ing in the outside lane of eastbound 
US 287 when they were struck from 
behind by a 2002 Peterbilt truck trac-
tor-trailer driven by Galyean Sawyer, 
22, of Childress.

The Santa Fe spun around 
clockwise and travel into the center 
median.  Once in the center median, 
the vehicle struck the far slope of the 
median and then spun around coun-
ter clockwise before coming to rest 
facing east. The unsecured passen-
ger, Pierce, was ejected. 

The semi-truck crossed over the 
center median, jackknifed and came 
to rest across both westbound lanes.

Powell and Sawyer were both 
wearing seatbelts, the DPS said. 
Powell was transported to Northwest 
Texas Hospital with serious injuries 
where he was listed in stable condi-
tion late last week.

The crash remains under inves-
tigation.   Clarendon saw another increase 
in its sales tax receipts when Texas 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar distributed 
September allocations last week.

The city’s revenue posted at 
$33,524.34, an increase of 7.61 per-
cent over the same period in 2018.

That brings Clarendon’s sales 
tax collections for the calendar year-
to-date to $318,233.64, which is up 
2.72 percent.

Howardwick was also up for 
the month at $1,33.10, an increase 
of more than 25 percent, and up 
13.75 percent for the year-to-date at 
$9,319.26.

Hedley’s September allocation 
plummeted 58.27 percent to $430.73 
with the year-to-date tally falling 
24.06 percent to $7,567.94.

Statewide, Hegar distributed 
$801.5 million in local sales tax allo-
cations for September, 8.5 percent 
more than in September 2018. These 
allocations are based on sales made 
in July by businesses that report tax 
monthly. 

Tickets on sale now 
for Steagall concert

Tickets are on sale to see 
Red Steagall perform live at the 
Mulkey Theatre as part of the 25th 
annual Col. Charles Goodnight 
Chuckwagon Cookoff weekend 
on Saturday, September 28.

Steagall, who entertained 
at the very fi rst cookoff back in 
1995, will return to Clarendon 
for two shows, one at 5 p.m. and 
another at 7 p.m.

Tickets for the Steagall con-
cert are $50 each, and proceeds 
benefi t the Museum’s building 
fund as well as the Mulkey. Tickets 
are available at the Visitor Center, 
by calling 806-874-SHOW or 
online at www.MulkeyTheatre.
com.

Applications now 
available for grants

The Donley County Com-
munity Fund is now accepting 
applications from qualifi ed non-
profi t organizations for a $1,000 
grant to be awarded this fall.

Those eligible to apply for 
the grants include local govern-
ments, non-profi t organizations 
holding a 501(c)(3) status with 
the Internal Revenue Service, 
and other qualifying non-profi ts 
or civic organizations. All grant 
applicants must be from Donley 
County.

Grant applications must be 
received by October 9, at 5 p.m.

To receive a grant application 
and determine your organization’s 
eligibility to apply, contact Jacob 
Fangman at 874-3556 or Roger 
Estlack at 874-2259. Applications 
are available from Fangman at 
Herring Bank or at the Clarendon 
Visitor Center.

Economy leads to dip in CC fall enrollment tally

Wilberforce to be featured at cookoff

Photographer Don Wilberforce

Clarendon High School and Junior High student council members along with other students and 
dignitaries.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

Clarendon fi fth grade students and Principal Mike Word at the groundbreaking Tuesday after-
noon.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

Project offi cials turn dirt on the new Clarendon Aquatics Center Tuesday afternoon after four years of planning and fundraising. 
Shown here are project designer Steve Shank, fi rst donor Ella Estlack, Clarendon EDC Secretary/Treasurer Roger Estlack, second 
donor Ben Estlack, Lloyd Finley of A&S General Contractors, Dan Reece of Texas Parks & Wildlife, project steering committee 
member Jim Shelton, City Administrator David Dockery, committee member Walt Knorpp, Mayor Sandy Skelton, County Judge and 
committee member John Howard, (hidden from view - committee member Cindy Shelton), committee member Derlene Gray, Alder-
man Eulaine McIntosh, Alderman and EDC member John Lockhart, Alderman Larry Jeffers, Alderman Jacob Fangman, (hidden - 
Alderman Nathan Floyd), and committee member John Morrow.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / DUSTY GREEN

Ceremony 
kicks off 
pool work 

City offi cials and approxi-
mately 100 spectators gathered at the 
site of the future Clarendon Aquatics 
Center Tuesday afternoon to break 
ground on the $2.7 million project.

“We are extremely pleased to 
reach this milestone after years of 
efforts,” City Administrator David 
Dockery said afterward. 

“We are so grateful to have 
these residents and students help us 
with the ground-breaking for this 
momentous occasion for the City of 
Clarendon.”

Before the dirt was turned, 
Mayor Skelton recognized those in 
attendance and refl ected on the work 
that had been done since an anony-
mous donor fi rst offered half a mil-
lion dollars to get the project started 
four years ago. 

Project designer Steve Shank 
of WatersEdge, the Kansas fi rm that 
has designed this pool and the one in 
Wellington says this will be a great 
facility for Clarendon.

“This is going to be a good pool 
and the citizens here will love it,” 
Shank said.

Extra bragging rights will be up 
for grabs Thursday when the Hedley 
Owls face off against the Lefors 
Pirates as father and son coaches 
square off for the fi rst time.

Hedley Head Coach Richard 
Jackson with 23 years of coaching 
experience will be across the fi eld 
from his son, Lefors assistant coach 
Brandon Jackson, who has been 
coaching for nine years.

“As a dad, I’m really excited,” 
Richard said Tuesday. “It’s been a 
long time coming.”

The younger Jackson grew up 
by his father’s side in the coaching 
world, and  Richard recalls Brandon 
going to with him to work at Midland 
Lee as a kid.

“He would go to the fi eld house 
with me and watch fi lms and fall 
asleep while I worked,” he said.

Richard coached Brandon as he 

grew up, but it 
fi rst looked like 
his son would 
take an entirely 
different career 
path.

“He was in 
an international 
science fair as 
a junior in high 
school,” Richard 
said. “He said 
he wanted to be 
a doctor… not 
a doctor who 
saw patients but 
a doctor who 
made things or a 
scientist.” 

But something changed 
Brandon’s senior year, and he decided 
to follow in his father’s footsteps. He 
went to Howard Payne University 

on an academic scholarship, played 
American football in Europe for a 
year, and then went into coaching.

“He’s just done a great job,” 
Richard says.

A l t h o u g h 
the father and 
son did coach 
together for 
two seasons at 
Lockney, they 
have never 
faced each other 
before. Their 
coaching styles 
are somewhat 
different but 
they know each 
other’s offense 
and defense very 
well.

“I’m more 
old school,” 

Richard said. “We constantly talk 
back and forth, and he tells me I’m 
doing it wrong. I ask what’s wrong 
with it, and he says, ‘Nothing really; 
it’s just not how it’s done now.’”

While the two schools may be 
rivals, the father and son don’t see 
each other that way.

“My wife had shirts made 
supporting both schools,” Richard 
said and noted that his two other 
sons are planning on attending the 
game. 

Richard thinks Hedley can be 
victorious despite the opposition 
having an inside track to the Owl 
coach’s thinking.

“He doesn’t quite know 
everything the old man knows yet,” 
Richard says laughing. 

But regardless of who comes 
out in the lead on the scoreboard, 
Richard is confi dent of one thing.

“It’s a Jackson family win 
either way,” he said.

Hedley plays Lefors on the road 
at 7:30 Thursday night following the 
junior high game at 5:30.
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Election Day to be 
held next Tuesday

Texas voters will head to the 
polls next Tuesday, November 
5, to decide the fate of ten 
proposed amendments to the state 
constitution. 

Early voting on those 
measures, which are detailed in 
an article on page eight of this 
week’s issue, continues through 
this Friday, November 1.

Polling on election day will 
be from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the 
following locations:

Precinct 101 – Bairfi eld 
Activity Center; Precinct 102 – 
Howardwick City Hall, Precinct 
201 – Donley County Courthouse, 
Precinct 301 – Assembly of God 
Fellowship Hall, Precinct 303 – 
Hedley First Baptist Church, and 
Precinct 401 – Church of Christ 
Family Life Center.

Check your voter’s 
registration card to determine 
which polling place is appropriate 
for you. 

XC runners 
advance to 
state meet 
By Sandy Anderberg & Roger Estlack

Two Donley County cross-
country runners are state bound 
following the regional meet in 
Lubbock Monday.

Clarendon’s Kenny Overstreet 
and Hedley’s 
Jordan Upton 
will compete 
in the Class 
2A and Class 
1A divisions 
respectively 
at the state 
meet.

A CHS 
senior runner 
Overstreet gave a great effort at the 
regional meet to earn the right, once 
again, to compete at the State level.  
Overstreet ran the 5000m race in a 
time of 17:12.40 and fi nished fi fth in 
a fi eld of 143 runners for Class 2A.  
Panhandle’s 
Elijah Brown 
won the meet 
in a time of 
16:37.80.

H e d l e y 
junior Upton 
came in tenth 
with a time 
of 18:22.10 
in the Class 
1A division. Other Owls running in 
Lubbock included Collin Monroe 
19:30.50, Tyler Harper 20:15.90, 
Joshua Booth 20:19.40, and Elijah 
Booth 22:56.50. 

“The boys team did an amazing 
job of pushing themselves and were 
able to bring their team into the 10th 
spot at Regionals out of 20 teams,” 
Hedley coach Kim Harper said. “Out 
of 138 runners, individual places for 
the boys were Jordan Upton, 10th; 
Collin Monroe, 26th; Tyler Harper, 
53rd; Joshua Booth, 54th; and Elijah 
Booth, 102nd.”  

Two Lady Owls also ran at the 
regional meet among 170 runners. 
Avery Sawyer fi nished 12th with a 
time of 13:46.80, and Cara Lambert 
was 17th with a time of 13:53.20.

“It was heartbreaking for us 
as they were only two and seven 
spots away from advancing to state,” 
Harper said, “but they’re young and 
still have a couple more years to 
strive for that goal.”

Harper said Hedley’s runners 

Church plans Trunk 
or Treat this week

The First United Methodist 
Church will host its annual 
Trunk or Treat for Halloween this 
Thursday, October 31, from 5:30 
to 8:00 p.m.

Costumed kids can get safe 
treats from church members in 
front of the church along Jefferson 
Street between Fourth and Fifth 
and all are welcome to enjoy free 
chili and cornbread inside the 
Fellowship Hall. 

VFW Auxiliary asks 
for help with fl ags

The Donley County VFW 
Auxiliary is making plans to 
celebrate Veterans Day and needs 
some volunteers.

The group will put fl ags on 
the graves of veterans interred at 
Citizens Cemetery on November 
4

Would you please let the 
citizens know that the auxiliary 
will be putting out fl ags at the 
cemetery on Monday, November 
4, at 4:30 p.m. They need several 
folks to help, and refreshments 
will be served. If the weather is 
bad on November 4, they will try 
again on November 5.

A Veterans Day service will 
be held at 11 a.m. on, November 
11 at the Donley County War 
Memorial on the courthouse 
square. The Auxiliary will serve a 
spaghetti lunch at the VFW Hall 
after the service. In case of bad 
weather, the entire service will be 
moved to the VFW Hall.

Flags at the cemetery will be 
picked up on November 18 at 4:30 
p.m., and volunteers are needed 
for that as well. 

CC Meats Team wins national title
The Clarendon College Meats 

Judging Team brought home the 
national championship after placing 
fi rst in the 2019 Cargill High Plains 
Intercollegiate Meat Judging Contest 
in Friona.

At the awards presentation in 
Hereford Sunday night, Clarendon 
College had the highest placing team 
with team members Paige Perryman 
as the 4th high individual; Arliss 
Corliss, 5th high; Patrick Sharp, 6th 
high; and Conner Mikkelson, 7th 
high.

Additionally, Clarendon’s 
Jake Gillespie was high individual 

alternate, Matthew White was 2nd 
High individual alternate, Koby 
White was 3rd high alternate, Rance 
Smith was 5th high alternate, and 
Abby Reed was 9th high alternate.

Earlier last week, the CC 
Livestock Judging Team competed 
in Kansas City and placed 17th out 
of 25 total teams and 19 complete 
teams. 

Members of the livestock 
traveling team are Eliza Lazenby, 
Holly Perez, Shelby Burlile, Sadie 
Arnold, Bailee McKay, Payton 
Havens, Nathan Shadle, Luke 
Willard, and Will Boyd.

Clarendon College 2019 National Champion Meats Team

Overstreet

Upton

Richard Jackson Brandon Jackson

Hedley coach to face son on Lefors gridiron Thursday

See ‘State meet’ on page 7.

Farming fun
Newhouse Farms hosted Clarendon fi rst graders last week as students learned about how peanuts are produced locally. Shown 
here are Derrick Gonzales, Journee Morris, Avery Lewis, Adlee Martinez, Kami Bartley, Kreedence Gaither, and Marley Robinson. 

ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ANNDRIA NEWHOUSE 
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Angel Tree taking 
applications now

 Applications for the Com-
munity Angel Tree are now avail-
able at the Burton Memorial 
Library for children age 12 and 
under living in Donley County.  

Applications must be com-
pleted and returned by Friday 
November 29. Late applications 
will not be accepted.

Donations in support of the 
Angel Tree Project can be made 
at Pilgrim Bank or mailed to PO 
Box 45.  

For additional information, 
call the Library at 874-3685.  

Donley County area residents 
are benefi tting from expanded dental 
services thanks to Dr. Ed Vlosich 
and Clarendon Dental Associates.

Now in its second week of ser-
vice, the new practice has picked up 
in the same offi ce at Five Medical 
Drive where Dr. Richard Sheppard 
left off after 15 years of service to 
the community. The offi ce itself has 
a new look with new fl ooring and 
a fresh coat of paint, but familiar 
faces still great clients. Offi ce man-
ager Jana White and hygienist Tif-
fanie Word have been serving local 
patients since 2004, and dental assis-
tant Emilee Evans has been in the 
business for fi ve years.

“Routine family dentistry is 
what we do here,” Vlosich said 
Monday.

The Carlsbad, New Mexico, 
native earned two ag degrees from 
New Mexico State University before 
graduating with a degree from what 
is now known as Texas A&M Col-
lege of Dentistry in Dallas in 1984. 
He then worked in Midland before 
moving to Amarillo in 1988. 

Now joined in his practice 
with his son Spence Vlosich, DDS, 
and with another son, Drew, about 
to graduate from dental school, Dr. 
Vlosich wanted to expand when Dr. 
Sheppard was looking to scale back 
his practice.

“We were looking for some-
thing with Drew fi nishing dental 
school,” Vlosich said. “My part-
ner bought a practice in Dimmitt. 
We fi rst looked at Plainview before 
coming here [to Clarendon].”

The Vlosichs will soon be offer-
ing digital radiography imaging to 
better serve local customers, and the 
offi ce, which is currently only open 
on Mondays, will expand its hours 
for Tuesday appointments as well.

Dr. Vlosich says his focus is the 
on value  of prevention when it comes 
to dental health. Preventive sealants 
for children and fl uoride treatments 
are available from his offi ce.

“Routine maintenance is so 
important,” he said.

Through his years of experi-
ence and his Amarillo practice, 
Vlosich has a network of specialists 
he can refer patients to if their situ-
ation requires it. Local patients will 
also be able to benefi t from visiting 
the Vlosichs’ Amarillo offi ce if an 
emergency situation arises that needs 

Texas voters 
approve nine 
amendments
By Alex Samuels, Texas Tribune
With Additional Reporting by 
The Clarendon Enterprise

Donley County residents joined 
the rest of the state in approving nine 
out of ten proposed amendments to 
the Texas Constitution last Tuesday, 
November 5.

Less than 21 percent of reg-
istered local voters – 459 out of 
2,215 – cast ballots in the election. 
Most amendments were favored by 
Donley County voters with local 
majorities ranging from 54 to 92 
percent.

The only item on the ballot 
that did not pass was Proposi-
tion 1, which would permit elected 
municipal court judges to serve mul-
tiple municipalities at the same time. 
Appointed municipal judges can still 
serve multiple cities. 

Local voters voted against 
Proposition 1 by a slim margin with 
227 in favor and 232 opposed.

Amendments to the state con-
stitution that would make it harder 
to enact a state income tax, would 
stabilize funding for state parks and 
would allow retired law enforcement 
animals to be adopted by their han-
dlers received widespread support 
from voters Tuesday.

Supporters of one of the most 
contentious issues on the ballot — 
Proposition 4 — proclaimed victory 
within hours of the polls closing, 
with about three-fourths of voters 
supporting the proposal in early 
voting returns. The proposition 
authored by state Rep. Jeff Leach, 
R-Plano, and state Sen. Pat Fallon, 
R-Prosper, eliminates the possibil-
ity of Texas imposing an income tax 
unless the state changes its Constitu-
tion again.

The proposal drew ire from 
left-leaning groups, including the 
Center for Public Policy Priorities, 
which spent thousands to defeat it. 
On Election Day, the group ran digi-
tal ads in “targeted areas of the state” 
and sent out two mail pieces to tens 
of thousands of Texas households, 
according to a spokesman for the 
group.

Gov. Greg Abbott declared an 
early victory on the proposition in a 
statement Tuesday evening.

“Today’s passage of prop 4 is a 
victory for taxpayers across the Lone 
Star State,” he said. “I am grateful to 
Representative Jeff Leach for his 
bold leadership on this issue, and 
for the overwhelming majority of 

The staff of Clarendon Dental Associates – Jana White, Tiffanie 
Word, and Emilee Evans – with Ed Vlosich, DDS.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO

City sales tax dips  
in November report

Clarendon sales tax rev-
enues dipped slightly when Texas 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar deliv-
ered November sales tax alloca-
tions to local cities last week.

The city’s allocation of 
$44,221.15 was a drop of 2.39 
percent from the same period in 
2018. The city’s calendar year-
to-date revenue is up 0.89 per-
cent compared to one year ago at 
$392,932.62.

Hedley’s revenue for the 
month was up 17.51 percent at 
$1,516.94, but that city’s year-
to-date tally is still behind 17.57 
percent down to $9,520.98. 

Howardwick moved up 9.04 
percent this month to $798.77 
and is 1.59 percent for the year at 
$13,373.43.

Statewide, Hegar delivered 
$849.6 million in local sales tax 
allocations for November, 4.0 
percent more than in November 
2018. 

These allocations are based 
on sales made in September by 
businesses that report tax monthly, 
and sales made in July, August 
and September by quarterly fi lers. 

Community dinner 
to be held Nov. 28

The annual Clarendon Com-
munity Thanksgiving dinner will 
be held on Thanksgiving Day, 
Thursday, November 28. 

The dinner is free and will be 
served from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
in the Clarendon school cafeteria. 

Take-outs will be  available 
and deliveries will be made to the 
handicapped and shut-ins by call-
ing in advance. 

This annual event is made 
possible through community 
donations, which can be made 
at Pilgrim Bank or mailed to PO 
Box 45. 

For further details about the 
community Thanksgiving or to 
sign up to volunteer with this proj-
ect, please call 874-2007.

Cold weather didn’t dampen 
the enthusiasm Donley County resi-
dents showed for America’s veterans 
during ceremonies held here over the 
last few days.

Clarendon High School’s 
Bronco Band and members of BSA 
Troop 433 saluted those who have 
served in the military with a special 
halftime music and fl ag show during 
the Broncos’ football game Friday 
night.

Outdoor ceremonies planned 
for Monday morning were moved 
inside in both Clarendon and Hedley. 
The American Legion and Hedley 
school services were widely praised 
and did an outstanding job of hon-
oring veterans’ service. The school 
also continued it tradition of serving 
a thanksgiving meal to the veterans 
and their families.

In Clarendon, about 25 people 
assembled in the VFW Hall with 
Post Commander Nathan Floyd 

serving as master of ceremonies. 
The service included a patriotic 
singing and a wreath presentation by 
Civil Air Patrol Cadet Tyler Paul in 
memory of fallen veterans and those 
listed as prisoners of war or missing 
in action.

In a speech, Floyd said veter-
ans were just ordinary people until 
they left their homes to defend the 
country and he urged Americans to 
do their part in protecting freedom.

“Vote. Speak out against injus-
tice. Teach children,” he said. “Live 
in the freedom they protected.”

A service at Clarendon College 
Monday night was keynoted by Dick 
Bode of Alanreed, who spoke about 
his experience as a young boy while 
his father worked against the Nazis 
in the Dutch underground resistance. 
Bode, who later moved to the United 
States and served in the US Air 
Force, talked about the greatness of 
America and pronounced that he is 

something to 

SMILE
about

CHILD FRIENDLY 
OFFICE

 Preventive Sealants
now available!

SAME WONDERFUL, 
FRIENDLY STAFF!

JANA, TIFFANIE RDH, EMILEE RDA

Ed Vlosich, DDS & Spence Vlosich, DSS • 43 Years’ total experience.

806.874.5628 • 5 MEDICAL DRIVE • CLARENDON, TEXAS

ASSUMING THE PRACTICE OF DR. RICHARD SHEPPARD.

quicker attention during the week.
Clarendon Dental Associ-

ates also has Care Credit available 
for those who may need to fi nance 

dental work.
For more information or to 

schedule an appointment, call 806-
874-5628.

Dental offi ce expands service

“an American by choice.” 
Clarendon Elementary closed 

out the services honoring veterans 
Tuesday afternoon with a program 
at the Bronco Gym. In addition 
to special music sung by kids in 
grades fi rst through fi fth, veterans 

received handmade gifts from the 
students and were treated to a meal 
following the service.

The VFW Auxiliary asks for 
volunteers to help pick up fl ags 
at Citizens Cemetery on Monday, 
November 18, at 4:30 p.m.

Honoring our veterans

Adelyn Widener (front) leads Esmae Naylor, Brandon Goodwin, and Desmond Alston in a special Veterans Day performance Monday 
morning at the Hedley School. The annual Hedley service was one of several special local tributes over the last few days paid to 
those who have served in the armed forces of the United States.  HHS YEARBOOK / ISABELLA MARTINEZ

Dick Bode, Bill Stavenhagen, Dr. John Howard, and Dr. Robert 
Riza face the fl ag as Cara Lambert sings the National Anthem 
at the Clarendon College Veterans Day Service Monday night. 

ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

See ‘Election’ on page fi ve.
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Hernandez wins Late 
Night jackpot

Jenci Hernandez was the jackpot 
winner December 20 when the 
Clarendon Chamber of Commerce 
closed out its final night of Late Night 
Shopping for 2018.

Four lucky local shoppers were 
drawn as winners that night with the 
first three getting a chance to Spin the 
Wheel for their prizes. Kim Fowler 
won $200 in Chamber Cash, Marietta 
Baird won a gift certificate to Cornell’s 
Country Store, and Terri Luna won a 
feed tub from Positive Feed.

Hernandez was the fourth name 
drawn and did get to spin but instead 
won all the remaining prizes on the 
wheel. Her total winnings in Chamber 
Cash, merchandise, and gift certificates 
totaled $1,193.

January 3, 2019

DCCF awards funds 
to VFW, Hedley FD

The Donley County Community 
Fund has announced the recipients of its 
2018 grant cycle and the results of the 
GivingTuesday fundraising campaign.

The Hedley Volunteer Fire 
Department and the Donley County 
VFW Memorial Post are each receiving 
$500 in grants from the DCCF. The 
fire department will use the funds to 
help replace tires on fire trucks, and the 
VFW will use the money for needed 
improvements to the VFW Hall in 
Clarendon.

January 10, 2019

Brumley donates 
Chuckwagon

An old Chuckwagon has found a 
new home at the Saints’ Roost Museum 
thanks to the generosity of a Groom 
resident. Johnny Brumley donated the 
1906 wagon built by the Bain Wagon 
Co. after it had been in his possession 
for about 15 years.

Brumley said he has restored 
about 25 Chuck wagons and worked 
on 50 wagons of other types, but 
this wagon was just for his family’s 
personal use. He built the Chuckbox for 
it himself, and never entered it into any 
competitions.

January 17, 2019

Haynes receives 
Extension award

The Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service presented its 
Superior Service – Agent award to 
Leonard Haynes, agriculture and natural 
resources agent in Donley County.

The Superior Service awards are 
the highest award presented by the 
agency. The recipients were honored 
Jan. 8 with a noon luncheon.

“Leonard runs a well-rounded 
educational program, effectively 
managing his time to maximize 
impacts for both youth and adults,” said 
Brandon Dukes, AgriLife Extension 
district administrator, in his nomination.

January 17, 2019

City rejects lone 
aquatic center bid

Clarendon’s proposed water 
recreation facility will go back through 
the bidding process after the first and 
only bid came in last week at more than 
$1 million above the funds available for 
the project.

Plains Builders submitted the bid 
of $3.162 million, and the City Council 
rejected that bid during its regular 
meeting January 10.

Mayor Sandy Skelton said 
inflation and increased tariffs are 
largely responsible for the higher than 
expected bid.

January 17, 2019

City ends personal 
property taxation

Clarendon Aldermen killed the 
personal property tax during their 
regular meeting last Thursday, January 
10.

The unpopular taxation of cars, 
trucks, recreational vehicles, and other 
similar property had been in place for 
decades, but officials believe the city 
can now afford to end the tax thanks to 
increasing sales tax revenues.

January 17, 2019

Tucek, Hinton win at 
county stock show

The top animals in the Beef 
Division were exhibited by Koyt Tucek 
and Kasie Hinton when the annual 
annual Donley County Junior Livestock 
Show was held last Saturday, January 
12, at the Donley County Activity 
Center.

Grand and Reserve Champion 
winners from the 2019 Donley County 
Junior Livestock Show. Enterprise 

Photo / Morgan Bebout
Tucek showed the Grand 

Champion Steer, and Hinton had the 
Grand Champion Heifer.

Other top winners were Mya 
Edwards and her Grand Champion 
Sheep; Izzy Craft with the Grand 
Champion Goat; Maloree Wann and 
her Grand Champion Gilt; and Hudson 
Howard with the Grand Champion 
Barrow. 

January 24, 2019

Howardwick renews 
water franchise

The Howardwick City Council 
voted to renew its franchise agreement 
with Red River Water Authority for a 
seven-year period following a lengthy 
debate last Tuesday, January 15.

The city’s present agreement 
with Red River is expiring next month 
after a period of 40 years. Howardwick 
officials and the water authority had 
agreed to a draft agreement calling for a 
10-year period, but some aldermen felt 
like that was still too long.

January 31, 2019

Federal shutdown 
impacts city work

The recent shutdown of the federal 
government has negatively impacted the 
City of Clarendon’s water infrastructure 
project, costing the city money and 
delaying work on the project.

City Administrator David Dockery 
said work on Clarendon’s $3.1 million 
project stopped January 18 when the 
contractor pulled employees off the job 
amid concerns about payments. The 
project is funded by the US Department 
of Agriculture with a combination grant 
and loan to the city.

January 31, 2019

Clarendon firemen 
protect four homes

Clarendon volunteer firemen have 
been kept busy lately and are credited 
with saving at least four homes in the 
last two weeks.

The Clarendon Volunteer Fire 
Department was dispatched Sunday 
morning, January 27, to a grass fire near 
the intersection of FM 1260 and CR W. 
Fire Chief Jeremy Powell reports the 
blaze was the result of multiple fires 
started by a vehicle travelling north on 
FM 1260. Southwest winds quickly 
caused these fires to threaten three 
homes, Powell reported.

The Hedley Volunteer Fire 
Department was requested for mutual 
aid, as was Donley County Precinct 1, 
2, 3, and 4 motorgraders. Two of the 
fires traveled more than a mile before 
being contained. Powell said no homes 
or outbuildings were lost but between 
180 and 200 acres were burned.

Firemen had just come off another 
grass fire last Monday evening, January 
21, and were still at the station when 
they were dispatched to the Mable Dean 
Wilson house at Bugbee Avenue and 
Sixth Street.

February 7, 2019

Byars not seeking 
reelection as mayor

With one week to go in the filing 
period, only one local taxing entity – 
the City of Howardwick – has enough 
candidates to hold an election this 
spring.

Howardwick Mayor Greta Byars 
confirmed this week that she is not 
seeking reelection to her office. Two 
other residents of that city, Alderman 
Brice Hawley and Tony Clemishire, 
have filed to run for chief executive’s 
spot. Meanwhile, so far five people 
are running for two positions on the 
city council. Alderman Johnny Floyd 
will be joined on the ballot by Beverly 
McCaskill, Erica Mills, Tammy Jordan, 
and Jerry Mullanax.

February 7, 2019

Mulkey Theatre to 
reopen May 25

The Mulkey Theatre will reopen 
Memorial Day weekend with a Grand 
Opening celebration set for Saturday, 
May 25, and other festivities on Sunday 
and Monday, May 26 and 27.

The Clarendon Economic 
Development Corporation, which has 
led the ten-year effort to renovate the 
1946 theatre, set the May opening 
during its regular meeting Monday 
night.

CEDC directors were told that 
construction work continues this week 
to prepare for the installation of sound, 
projection, and stage lighting equipment 
starting on February 18, followed by the 
installation of theatre seating scheduled 
for March 4.

February 14, 2019

CCISD starts new 
security procedure

New security measures at 
Clarendon CISD will require all visitors 
to present identification at campus 
offices beginning Tuesday, February 19.

School officials say the Raptor 
Visitor Management System will 
strengthen safety for students and 
faculty. Upon entering a district 
building, visitors will be asked to 
present an ID such as a driver’s license, 
which can either be scanned or manually 
entered into the system. 

February 14, 2019

Vorheis wins top 
Chamber award

The Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce recognized Mary Vorheis 
with the 2018 Saints’ Roost Award for 
her lifetime of service and commitment 
to the community during the annual 
Chamber Awards Banquet last 
Thursday, February 7.

Man of the Year honors went to 
Jeff McKee, and Sherol Johnston was 
named the Woman of the Year. J&W 
Lumber & Supply was named the 
Business of the Year.

Other award winners were 
Clarendon Young Man of the Year Noab 
Elam, Clarendon Young Woman of the 
year Brandalyn Ellis, Hedley Young 
Woman of the Year Kasie Hinton, and 
Hedley Young Man of the Year Chris 
Gonzales. 

February 21, 2019

CC spring enrollment 
number sets record

Clarendon College’s spring 
enrollment is the highest spring 
enrollment in the school’s 121-year 
history.

Total enrollment settled at 1,477 
following the 12th class day this 
semester. That’s up 1.79 percent from 
the spring 2018 enrollment of 1,451, 
and it marks the fourth spring semester 
in a row to show an increase.

“We hope to continue to provide 
opportunities for our service area and 
build on the success we’ve seen in the 
last few years,” CC President Robert 
Riza said.

February 21, 2019

Couple murdered in 
Howardwick

A double homicide in 
Howardwick Monday night has local 
and state investigators busy looking for 
clues to a suspect this week.

Donley County Sheriff Butch 
Blackburn said the bodies of Candace 
Racheal Garret, 33, and James Edward 
Fierro, 34, were discovered Monday 
night.

Law enforcement personnel 
discovered the bodies in the couple’s 
residence at 113 Lakeview Lane after 
the sheriff’s office received a call at 
10:09 p.m.

Four children, who were home at 
the time, were being interviewed by The 
Bridge – Children’s Advocacy Center 
on Tuesday.

February 28, 2019

Broncos end season 
as Bi-District champs

The Broncos were devastated last 
Friday night at Randall High when New 
Deal threw up a Hail Mary with just 
ticks on the clock to steal the win away 
from the maroon and white. A hard-
fought battle ended at 68-69 with New 
Deal grabbing the Area trophy away 
from the Broncos.

Earlier in the week, Clarendon 
clinched the Bi-District title with a 
49-36 win over West Texas High in 
Pampa on Tuesday.

February 28, 2019

Fierro held on bond 
for double murder

A family member is being held in 
the Donley County Jail for the double 
murder of a Howardwick couple on 
February 18.

Thirty-year-old Jarvis Fierro 
was arrested last Friday, February 22, 
and is charged with capital murder 
for the shooting deaths of his brother 
James Edward Fierro, 34, and Candice 
Racheal Garrett, 33.

Sheriff Butch Blackburn is 
confident that his department, working 
with other area and state agencies, has 
the killer in custody.

“We got him,” Blackburn said. 
“No doubt.”

March 7, 2019 

Jaramillo places at 
regional lift meet

Power lifter Aubrey Jaramillo 
made her second appearance in a row 
at the Regional Powerlifting Meet last 
weekend.

Jaramillo came home with the 
fifth-place medal for a personal best lift 
total of 460 pounds. She had personal 

bests in the squat at 175 pounds and the 
deadlift at 195 pounds. Jaramillo bench 
pressed 90 pounds.

March 21, 2019

H’wick working on 
water service

Howardwick residents have been 
dealing with multiple water issues over 
the last several days, including loss of 
pressure and loss of service, as Red 
River Water Authority works to address 
leaks in the system.

City Secretary Sandra Childress 
said Tuesday that Red River Regional 
Manager Jason Caldwell has been great 
to work with and that the authority 
has been working late hours to correct 
issues facing the city.

“This is something that is 
everybody’s fault,” Childress said. “It’s 
the city’s fault, it’s Red River’s fault, 
and it’s the people’s fault who tied into 
the system illegally. But now we’re all 
working to fix it, and everybody is just 
going to have to be patient.”

March 21, 2019

Three CHS students 
‘die’ in mock wreck

Three Clarendon High School 
students “died” following a mock 
accident sponsored by the student 
council Monday afternoon.

The Shattered Dreams program 
illustrated the dangers of drinking 
and driving by staging a crash and the 
resulting efforts of first responders in 
front of the high school and junior high 
student bodies.

“The situation was four girls 
had been drinking at a party and were 
driving, and they ran into car with three 
sober boys,” student council sponsor 
Tammi Lewis said.

March 21, 2019

One fatality in 
single-car accident

A Lubbock man lost his life last 
Monday, March 11, in a single car 
accident south of Clarendon on Hwy. 
70.

Department of Public Safety 
Trooper Lynn Mays said 27-year-old 
Gabriel Garcia was southbound when 
his 2004 Lincoln Navigator went onto 
the right shoulder. He jerked left, 
spinning his vehicle so that it faced 
north, and the vehicle then rolled off the 
east side of the road before coming to 
rest on its wheels.

March 21, 2019

Accident claims life 
of CC student

A Clarendon College rodeo team 
member died following a skid loader 
accident on campus Monday night, 
March 18.

Twenty-year-old sophomore 
Dalton O’Gorman of Shamrock was 
pronounced dead at the scene by 
Justice of the Peace Pam Mason, and an 
autopsy on Tuesday morning confirmed 
the young man died from crushing 
injuries he sustained.

March 28, 2019

City will seek pool 
project bids again

Last Wednesday brought a second 
round of disappointment for Clarendon 
officials when new bids for the city’s 
proposed water recreation facility again 
came in more than $1 million above the 
project estimate.

The low – and only – bid at the 
first bid opening in January came in 
at $3.162 million. A second round 
of bidding drew the interest of three 
companies, but the low bid at the March 
20 opening was $3.255 million.

March 28, 2019

Enterprise editorials, 
ads win first place

The Clarendon Enterprise received 
eleven awards, including first place in 
Editorials and Advertising Initiative, 
at the 09th annual Panhandle Press 
Association Convention in Amarillo last 
Saturday, March 23.

Competing in Division One for 
weekly newspapers, the Enterprise was 
recognized for Editorials on the subjects 
of the Howardwick City Council, 
open government, and Open Meetings 
training at Clarendon College and for 
Advertisements designed by Ashlee 
Estlack and Roger Estlack.

The Enterprise won second place 
honors for Human Interest Photos by 
Roger Estlack and Kari Lindsey, Front 
Page Layout, News Writing, Spot 
News Photos by Ashlee Estlack and 
Roger Estlack, Society & Lifestyles 
Page, Feature Writing, Special Section, 
Best Website, and Serious Columns by 
Roger Estlack.

April 4, 2019

Engineers redesign 
city pool project

Clarendon’s proposed water 
recreation facility is already being 
redesigned as city leaders get ready to 
bid the project a third time, according to 
information presented at last Thursday’s 
city council meeting.

Mayor Sandy Skelton said 
he and City Administrator David 
Dockery had a frank conversation with 
facility engineer Waters Edge Aquatic 
Design about the money available 
for the project, the time lost, and the 
unaffordability of the original design.

Designer Dave Swartz agreed 
with Skelton’s points and also agreed 
to redesign the facility at no charge to 
the city.

April 4, 2019

Regents take no 
action on Riza  

Clarendon College Regents took 
no action on President Robert Riza’s 
evaluation or contract when they met 
last Thursday, March 28.

Riza currently has a contract 
through June 1, 2020, but the president’s 
relationship over the last several months 
has become publicly strained with 
certain board members, particularly 
Jerry Woodard and Darlene Spier.

Ahead of last week’s meeting, 
the administration and members of the 
board even disagreed on who would 
compile the results of the board’s 
evaluation of the president. Riza 
advocated the traditional method of 
having a college staff member compile 
the results, but ultimately it was Spier 
who compiled the results and handed 
the report to the regents Thursday.

April 11, 2019

4H horse judgers 
bring home awards

Donley County 4-H Horse Judging 
teams travelled to Canyon on Friday, 
March 29, to compete in the Traveling 
Trophy Horse Judging Contest.

The individual results in the 
senior division follow: Brandalyn Elllis 
5th overall, Tanner Burch 14th, Henry 
Dushay 23rd and Darcy Grahn 29th. As 
a team, they placed 4th overall.

In the junior division, the 7th 
place team overall was Laney Gates, 
Maloree Wann, Brenna Ellis and 
Bryce Williams. Gracie Ellis, Whitney 
Williams, Mary Jo Dushay and Elliot 
Frausto finished 10th overall as a team 
and Madi Benson, Makynna Williams 
and Presley Smith placed 13th. Placing 
in the top 25 as individuals was Laney 
9th, Maloree 17th, Gracie 22nd, Madi 
23rd, and Whitney 24th.

April 11, 2019

City to put tax 
question to voters

The City of Clarendon is asking 
voters to consider a change in the way 
local sales taxes are distributed when 
they go to the polls this May.

Local businesses collect an 8.25 
percent sales taxes. That overall number 
won’t change no matter which way 
citizens vote, but the local allocation of 
those taxes could change.

Of the sales tax rate, 6.25 percent 
goes to the state and currently 1.0 
percent goes to the city’s general 
revenue, 0.5 percent goes to economic 
development, and 0.5 percent goes 
toward property tax reduction.

If citizens vote for the ballot 
initiative, the 0.5 percent currently 
allocated for property tax reduction will 
be redirected with 0.25 percent going 
to the general fund and 0.25 being 
dedicated for street repairs.

April 11, 2019

Donation to cool off 
high school gym

Clarendon basketball fans will 
soon be able to keep cool even during 
heated games thanks to an anonymous 
donation to install air-conditioning in 
the Bronco Gym.

Clarendon CISD Trustees 
approved a resolution during its regular 
meeting March 21 expressing the school 
board’s appreciation of such a generous 
gift to the community.

“This was an anonymous, 
unsolicited gift of $150,000,” Clarendon 
Superintendent Mike Norrell said.

April 11, 2019

H’wick candidates 
face questions

Eight of nine candidates for 
office in Howardwick participated in 
forum last Tuesday, April 2, to answer 
questions submitted by citizens.

Candidate for alderman Tammy 
Jordan was the lone absence from the 
forum and told the Enterprise this week 
she was not notified of the meeting.

Howardwick candidates Jerry 
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2019: H’wick elects Clemishire mayor
Mullanax, Coy Cooper, Brice Hawley, 
Tony Clemishire, and J.D. Kindle at last 
week’s forum. Enterprise Photo / Roger 
Estlack

Mayoral candidates Coy Cooper, 
Alderman Brice Hawley, Tony 
Clemisher, and J.D. Kindle were up first 
to address citizen concerns, covering 
a wide range of topics, as presented by 
City Secretary Sandy Childress.

Hawley and Clemisher both agreed 
to try to not let meetings go on for three 
hours or more if elected.

April 18, 2019

Overstreet wins 2019 
annual Jones 5K

Kenneth Overstreet and Kaylanth 
Mendoza were the top men’s and 
women’s finishers of the seventh annual 
Chance Mark Jones Roar & Run 5K last 
Saturday, April 13, at Clarendon College.

Overstreet, age 17, was the first to 
cross the finish line with a time of 19:39, 
shaving almost a minute off his winning 
time from last year and giving him the 
best overall time, the best men’s time, 
and best time for those ages 11-19.

Mendoza, age 16, ran the race in 
24 minutes, 24 seconds, finishing before 
all other women and placing third in the 
11-19 age group. Second place in that 
group went to Ryder Robison with a time 
of 20:41.

April 18, 2019

CHS UIL students 
state bound

The Clarendon High School UIL 
Science team will head to the State UIL 
meet in May. Pictured here are Marquis 
McGuire, Josiah Howard, Tessa Lutters, 
and Shylee Morrow. Courtesy Photo / 
Lisa Grahn

Clarendon High School took 12 
students to the regional academic meet 
in Odessa April 13, and four of those 
students will be headed to the next level 
of competition, the State UIL Academic 
Meet in Austin May 3 and 4.

The Science team, led by senior 
Marquis McGuire, won the regional title 
to advance. McGuire won the regional 
Chemistry championship and placed 
second overall to pace the team, but 
every team member placed in a category 
as well.

Tessa Lutters finished third in 
Physics, Josiah Howard was fourth in 
Biology, and Shylee Morrow was sixth 
in Biology.

April 18, 2019

Evaluations show 
regents’ rift on Riza

Evaluations of Clarendon 
College President Robert Riza show 
stark differences of opinion about his 
performance among members the Board 
of Regents, according to documents 
obtained by The Clarendon Enterprise 
through a Public Information Request.

Regents Ruth Robinson, Jack 
Moreman, and Dr. Bill Sansing had the 
highest praise for the president, giving 
him fours and fives in every criterion 
with Moreman offering the most positive 
comments.

Regents Jerry Woodard and Darlene 
Spier had the harshest evaluations of the 
president as well as the most negative 
comments.

Other board members gave more 
mixed reviews of themselves and the 
president.

April 18, 2019

Accrediting agency 
reviewing CC board

The governing board of Clarendon 
College’s accrediting agency will 
consider in June whether CC’s Board 
of Regents has violated as many as four 
accreditation standards.

Documents obtained by The 
Clarendon Enterprise through a Public 
Information Request show that the 
Southern Association of Colleges & 
Schools Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC) notified the college in 
February that a complaint had been filed 
against CC’s Board of Regents alleging 
repeated violations of the Texas Open 
Meetings Act and that members of the 
board had “harassed college employees 
who were trying to uphold the law and 
institutional policy.”

SACSCOC was specifically 
interested in the following standards: 
Governing Board Characteristics, a Core 
Requirement which speaks to the board 
not being controlled by a minority of 
board members; Board/Administrative 
Distinction; Conflict of Interest; and 
Board Self-Evaluation.

April 25, 2019

CC Ranch Horse team 
wins reserve national

The Clarendon College Ranch 
Horse Team recently competed at the 
American Stock Horse Association 
National Collegiate Championship in 
Sweetwater, Texas, and finished the 
show as the Reserve National Champion 
Stock Horse Team of Division II.

Gracie Paul, a sophomore from 

Coldwater, Kan., finished as the Reserve 
National Champion in the Limited 
Non-Pro Division and also received the 
Collegiate trainer award for that division.

April 25, 2019

CC Rodeo ranking 
second in southwest

The Clarendon College Rodeo 
team is currently in second place in the 
Southwest Region.

Much of the men’s team success 
can be attributed to two cousins from 
Winterset, Iowa – Riggin and Tegan 
Smith. They are sitting in first and 
second place in the Saddle Bronc Riding 
event. Tegan is splitting 3rd-4th in the 
Bull Riding making him the 1st place 
all-around cowboy.

Others contributing to the men’s 
team success include Brody Rankin, 
a freshman from Roaring Springs; 
Casey McCleskey, a sophomore from 
Clarendon; Brayden Roberson, a 
sophomore from Miami, Texas; Josh 
Green, a sophomore from Wetumpka, 
AL, and Taylor Russell, a freshman from 
Lipscomb.

April 25, 2019

CC Regents vote 
down extending Riza

A divided Board of Regents voted 
down a contract extension for Clarendon 
College President Robert Riza, and 
Regent Jack Moreman indicated his 
intent to resign from the board following 
the president’s evaluation last Thursday, 
April 18.

The 4-5 vote came after most 
regents spoke about the president’s 
performance. Moreman started the 
discussion and offered the motion to 
add one year to the president’s contract, 
which expires in June 2020 and said he 
thought the board should entertain a raise 
also.

“We’d be hard pressed to replace 
the man we have now,” Moreman said. 
“I’ve served or worked with all of our 
presidents since Kenneth Vaughn. He 
[Riza] and Bill Auvenshine are the best 
of them.”

April 25, 2019

H’wick to sue fire 
department

The Howardwick City Council 
approved filing a lawsuit against the 
Howardwick Volunteer Fire Department 
during its regular meeting April 9.

Aldermen first unanimously 
approved authorizing City Secretary 
Sandy Childress and the city’s attorney 
to complete requests for motor vehicle 
registration forms in the name of the 
City of Howardwick Volunteer Fire 
Department, then went into executive 
session for almost 30 minutes with legal 
counsel before unanimously authorizing 
the lawsuit.

Childress told the Enterprise that 
the city’s official fire department – the 
City of Howardwick Volunteer Fire 
Department as defined in Chapter 7 
of the code of ordinances – has been 
replaced by a new entity calling itself the 
Howardwick Volunteer Fire Department.

April 25, 2019

Saving lives pays off 
for Hedley ISD kids

Hedley High School received 
$2,000 last Thursday from Coffee 
Memorial Blood Center in Amarillo 
following the school’s participating in 
the Kids, Inc. Donor Days blood drive.

With 31 units donated and a 
higher percentage of school population 
participating, Hedley beat out Texline 
and Follett in the competition’s small 
high school category. Students, staff, and 
members of the community all rallied 
together to donate the gift of life.

School officials say the money will 
toward new playground equipment.

May 2, 2019

Hedley names top 
students for 2019

Hedley High School has announced 
Jayden Lambert and Kasie Hinton as its 
top students for the Class of 2019.

Both girls will be recognized during 
commencement activities at Hedley High 
School at 10 a.m. on Saturday, May 25.

The Valedictorian is Jayden Grace 
Lambert, who has an average of 95.125 
or a GPA of 3.887. Kasie Nicole Hinton 
is this year’s Salutatorian with an average 
of 94.946 or a GPA of 3.887.

May 2, 2019

Donley 4-H team 
earns trip to state

Donley County 4-H judging team 
members participated in the District 1 
Spring Roundup in Canyon last Friday 
with one team securing a spot at the state 
roundup.

The top 3 teams in the senior 
division get to advance to the Texas 
4-H State Roundup held at Texas A&M 
campus June 10-13. Donley County’s 
senior horse judging team placed third, 
and those members and individual 

rankings were Brandalyn Ellis (5), 
Henry Dushay (9), Tanner Burch (11) 
and Darcy Grahn (17).

May 2, 2019

CC rodeo team wins 
regional title

Clarendon College’s Men’s Rodeo 
Team made school history and secured 
its first trip to the National Finals last 
weekend after winning the Southwest 
Region title at the Tarleton Stampede in 
Stephenville April 25-27.

The team went into the regional 
contest in second place before capturing 
515 points, which catapulted Clarendon 
College to the National Intercollegiate 
Rodeo Association Southwest Region 
Men’s Team Championship for the first 
time in school history.

CC’s team will now advance to the 
College National Finals held in Casper, 
Wyo., June 9-15.

Tegan and Riggin Smith received 
several honors following the rodeo. 
Tegan was named the 2018-19 All 
Around Champion Cowboy for the 
second year in a row, the Reserve 
Champion Saddle Bronc Rider, and the 
third place finisher in the Bull Riding. 
He was also nominated to represent the 
Southwest Region for the Walt Garrison 
Scholarship Award.

CC’s Riggin Smith was the 2018-
19 Saddle Bronc Riding Champion.

May 9, 2019

HISD hires new 
administrators

Hedley ISD will be under a 
new administration next month after 
the Board of Trustees named a new 
superintendent and principal for the 
school at its most recent meeting.

Garrett Bains was named as 
Hedley’s new superintendent, and Eric 
Alston, a Hedley alumnus, will succeed 
Bains as the school’s principal.

Superintendent Terry Stevens 
was very pleased with the selections 
following the April 15 board meeting.

“I think these are two really good 
hires that will be here for the long term,” 
Stevens said.

May 9, 2019

CHS names top 
students for 2019

Clarendon High School announced 
this week that Noab Elam and Gavin 
Word are the top students for the Class 
of 2019.

The valedictorian for this year’s 
graduating class is Noab Elam. He is the 
son of Brad and Adelita Elam and has a 
weighted GPA of 5.829. The salutatorian 
for CHS is Gavin Word, son of Tiffanie 
Word and Cameron Word. He has a 
weighted GPA of 5.637.

May 9, 2019

Clemishire wins 
mayor at Howardwick

Tony Clemishire will be the new 
mayor of Howardwick, a new face will 
join the Clarendon school board, and 
Clarendon residents approved a tax 
measure during voting last Saturday, 
May 4.

A total of 148 votes were cast in 
the race to determine who would succeed 
Howardwick Mayor Greta Byars. 
Clemishire easily carried the election 
with 105 votes followed by Alderman 
Brice Hawley 32, Coy Cooper 9, and 
J.D. Kindle 2.

Alderman Johnny Floyd won 
re-election to the Howardwick City 
Council with 130 votes, and former code 
officer Jerry Mulanax was also elected to 
the council with 89 votes. Others running 
for City Council were Beverly McCaskill 
29, Tammy Jordan 12, and Ericka Mills 
9.

May 17, 2019

CC Lady Bulldogs fall 
in regional tourney

The Clarendon College Lady 
Bulldogs closed out their 2019 season 
Monday at the NJCAA Region V 
tournament in Lubbock.

CC won its first game against 
Odessa College on Saturday, 10-7, but 
then fell to Midland College on Sunday, 
1-2.

The Lady Bulldogs then were 
eliminated from the tournament with an 
8-0 loss to Howard College on Monday. 
Howard went on to win the tournament 
championship.

May 17, 2019

High-speed chase 
ends in Memphis

An Iowa Park woman was booked 
into the Donley County Jail Monday 
after leading law enforcement officers 
on a high-speed chase from Clarendon 
to Memphis.

Michelle Dehoyos, age 40, was 
wanted out of Iowa Park for a hit and 
run involving a police officer when she 
was spotted in Clarendon shortly before 
9 a.m. Monday. A Donley County deputy 
gave pursuit and as Dehoyos fled east on 

CALL: 874-5201   •   OPEN DAILY 6 A.M. TO 10 P.M.   •   PHARMACY: 874-5202
AD GOOD THRU: January 8, 2020

T H E  C L A R E N D O N

OUTPOST
US 287 WEST  •  CLARENDON, TEXAS

“Everything under one roof!”

OUTPOST DINER

CHILI

Warm up for Fall with our 
delicious Chili. 

•Frito Pie 
• Burrito Deluxe
• Or by the bowl 

PH
A

RM
AC

Y
W

EL
LN

ES
S 

CE
N

TE
R

 

New Years Resolutions
Boost your immune system with daily 

multivitamins. We have
• Zarbee's for children & toddlers • 

One A Day gummies for teens •Prenatal 
vitamins•Vitamins for men & women

•Vitamins for men & women 65+

Starting in 2020 the Pharmacy 
will close Saturday at noon

Vitamin Code
for Women, 

Men, families 
- made with 

organic fruits 
& vegetables 

with probiotics 
& digestive 
enzymes.

Thyroid Care Plus

Sluggish thyroid 
issues or 

Adrenal Health - 
we have Thyroid 

Care Plus.



4	 News	 The Clarendon Enterprise   •   January 2, 2020

¿Qué Pasa?
Community Calendar

January 3
Broncos & Lady Broncos • Farwell • 
Away • 1:00 p.m.

Owls & Lady Owls • Claude • Away 
• 6:30 p.m.

January 7
Broncos • Bushland • Away • 6:00 
p.m.

Owls & Lady Owls • Groom • Home 
• 6:30 p.m.

January 10
Lady Broncos • Wellington • Away• 
6:30 p.m.

Broncos • Dalhart • Away • 7:30 
p.m.

Owls & Lady Owls • McLean • Away 
•6:30 p.m.

January 11		
Donley County Junior Livestock Show 
& Sale • Donley County Activity 
Center

January 14
Lady Broncos  • Memphis • Away • 
6:30 p.m.

Owls & Lady Owls • Lefors • Home 
•6:30 p.m.

Menus
January 6 - 10

Donley County 
Senior Citizens 

Mon: Cheeseburger, potato 
wedges, tomato wedge salad, 
hot cinnamon apricots, iced 
tea/2% milk.
Tue: Swedish meatballs, parsley 
noodles, mixed vegetables, 
angel food cake, peaches, iced 
tea/2% milk.
Wed: Sliced pork roast & 
applesauce, green beans, 
mixed green salad, wheat roll, 
gingerbread, iced tea/2% milk. 
Thu: Ham & beans, cornbread, 
spinach, seasoned corn, 
cookies, iced tea/2% milk.
Fri: Roast beef, baked potato w/
sour cream, buttered carrots, 
whole wheat roll, chocolate 
pudding, iced tea/2% milk.

Hedley Senior Citizens 
Mon: Chicken fried steak, 
mashed potatoes, country gravy, 
stewed okra, seasoned corn, 
pumpkin square, iced tea/2% 
milk.
Tue: Ham & pinto beans, 
cornbread, margarine, spinach, 
seasoned corn, orange 
pineapple cup, country apple 
crisp, iced tea/2% milk.
Wed: Creamy mushroom 
steak, mashed potatoes, peas 
& carrots, whole wheat roll, 
margarine, Emerald pears, iced 
tea/2% milk.
Thu: Baked chicken breast, 
baked potato/sour cream, peas, 
pineapple tidbits, chocolate 
pudding, iced tea/2% milk.
Fri: Polish sausage & cabbage, 
pinto beans, potato salad, 
cornbread, peaches, iced 
tea/2% milk.

US 287 at speeds of up to 120 mph.
Sheriff Butch Blackburn said 

Dehoyos wrecked her car in Memphis, 
hitting a pipe fence near the old John 
Deere dealership on the west side of 
town.

May 17, 2019

City sales tax hits 
new all-time high

Clarendon hit a new record last 
week when Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar distributed monthly sales tax 
allocations to local governments.

The city’s May allocation came in at 
an all-time monthly high of $56,593.42, 
which was up more 27.73 percent over 
the same period one year ago.

The figure blew past the previous 
monthly high, which was set just six 
months ago in November with a total 
of $45,308.43. Clarendon closed out 
calendar year 2018 with the highest sales 
tax revenue in his history, collecting 
$421,334.60.

May 23, 2019

Local kids to compete 
in state rodeo

Clarendon High School seniors 
Brandalyn Ellis and Cole Franks will be 
traveling to Abilene, Texas, June 8-15 to 
compete in the Texas High School Rodeo 
Association State Finals.

The state finals rodeo is an annual, 
week-long event where high school 
students across Texas and surrounding 
states come and compete. Numerous 
awards, scholarships and the opportunity 
to represent Texas at the National High 
School Finals Rodeo held each July are 
all up for grabs.

Brandalyn and Cole, both CHS 
seniors and members of the THSRA 
Regions 1 & 3 respectively, will be 
competing on the state level in the Pole 
Bending (Brandalyn) and Bareback and 
Saddle Bronc (Cole) events.

May 23, 2019

Clemishire takes 
over as mayor

Tony Clemishire took the reins as 
Howardwick’s new mayor last Tuesday, 
May 14, and was sworn in along with 
two new members of the city council.

Outgoing Mayor Greta Byars 
opened the meeting and presided through 
the canvassing of May 4 election.

Clemishire expressed his 
appreciation for those who elected him 
and asked for patience as the new council 
gets to business.

The mayor also said he intends to 
bring citizens’ comments back to the end 
of regular council meetings so long as 
folks remain respectful.

May 30, 2019

Local seniors earn 
$174k in scholarships

Donley County high school 
graduates for 2019 received $174,060 
to further their education, according to 
announcements made by Clarendon and 
Hedley high schools.

Clarendon High School seniors are 
eligible for or have received $125,550, 
and the total for Hedley seniors is 
$48,510.

Students from both Clarendon 
and Hedley are eligible for $500 from 
Clarendon College. That represents a 
$16,000 commitment to the youth of 
Clarendon and a $5,500 commitment to 
Hedley seniors.

CC President Robert Riza has also 
instituted a tuition cap so that Clarendon 
and Hedley graduates will never have to 
pay for more than 12 credit hours per 
semester no matter how many hours they 
take. Additionally, there is also been a 
$20,000 commitment by the Clarendon 

College Foundation to fund the PEAK 
scholarship for Clarendon High School 
dual credit students while still in high 
school.

Clarendon’s Class of 2019 
completed a total of 537 dual credit 
hours through Clarendon College.

May 30, 2019

Mulkey re-opens with 
gala event Saturday

Great music, great food, and a great 
time marked the opening gala of the 
Mulkey Theatre Saturday night, May 25.

Thunderstorms and downpours 
stopped a few ticketholders from 
attending the event, but a large crowd 
still braved the elements and turned out 
to enjoy an evening of entertainment.

A red carpet awaited those arriving 
after they had their photos taken in 
front of a custom Mulkey backdrop at 
the Visitor Center office. Once inside 
the newly renovated 1946 theatre, a 
feast was available in front of the new 
Mulkey stage and in the balcony with 
food expertly prepared by Great Western 
Dining and beverages provided by 
the Broken Road liquor store and the 
Chamber of Commerce.

June 6, 2019

Pell pilot program at 
CC extended

A program piloted by Clarendon 
College three years ago has been renewed 
and expanded by the US Department of 
Education.

CC is one of 64 colleges nationwide 
and one of only seven in Texas in 2016 to 
host the Second Chance Pell program, 
which allows incarcerated Americans 
to access Pell Grants to pursue post-
secondary education.

CC President Robert Riza says the 
program has proven its effectiveness and 
CC’s funding for the program has gone 
up from $101,000 in 2018 to $140,000 
this year and has helped 151 students in 
Pampa and Childress.

June 6, 2019

Thompson, accrediting 
chief speak to regents

The daughter of Clarendon 
College’s longest serving regent and the 
president of CC’s regional accrediting 
body addressed the Board of Regents 
during its May 16 meeting following an 
April decision not to extend President 
Robert Riza’s contract.

Debbie Thompson, the daughter of 
the late Delbert Robertson, spoke to the 
board during public comment about what 
she called the discord of recent meetings.

Thompson said her father often 
spoken to her after board meetings 
to brag on the good things that were 
happening. But she said before he died 
in 2017, “he saw discord starting, and 
he worried about it.” After a motion in 
April to extend Riza’s contract failed by 
a vote of 4-5, Thompson said she had to 
speak out.

“My Daddy thought Dr. Riza 
was the best thing to happen in a long 
time,” Thompson said. “My grandson 
is graduating [high school] with 47 
[college] credit hours. He wouldn’t have 
that. I beg you not to destroy what’s been 
built,” Thompson said.

Later in the meeting, Dr. Belle 
Wheelan, the president and CEO of 
the Southern Association of Colleges 
& Schools – Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC), addressed the board.

Wheelan presented a PowerPoint 
presentation of more than 30 slides, 
defining the role of the accrediting 
body and the necessity of accreditation 
and then focusing on the SACSCOC 
Principles of Accreditation.

Wheelan said SACSCOC oversight 
requires that an institution not be 

controlled by a minority of its board 
members.

SACSCOC rules also require 
that the board’s presiding officer and 
a majority of other board members are 
free from any contractual, employment, 
personal, or familial financial interest in 
the institution.

“You have to keep the college free 
from that crap,” Wheelan said and she 
also said it is important that the board 
keeps a distinction between policy-
making and the responsibility of the 
administration to implement policy.

The college also needs to have a fair 
and appropriate process for the dismissal 
of a board member, Wheelan said.

June 6, 2019

Accident claims two 
lives near Clarendon

Two people lost their lives in a two-
vehicle collision at the east city limits in 
Clarendon last Friday afternoon, May 31. 
Sandra Gray, 57, of Amarillo and Karen 
Chan, 37, of Palo Alto, Calif., were both 
pronounced dead on the scene by Donley 
County Judge John Howard.

June 13, 2019

CC signs agreement 
with WGU Texas

Clarendon College graduates and 
employees now have a new pathway to 
earn bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
through online, non-profit university 
WGU Texas.

Through the new agreement, CC 
graduates, faculty, and staff will receive 
a five percent discounted tuition at WGU 
Texas, exclusive partner scholarships, 
valued at up to $2,000, and can select 
from more than 60 accredited bachelor’s 
and master’s degree programs in 
information technology, business, health 
professions and teaching.

CC President Robert Riza said he 
is very excited to give students a way to 
earn higher degrees while still living and 
working in their hometowns.

June 20, 2019

CC rodeo team gets 
third at nationals

Clarendon College’s Riggin Smith 
won the Saddle Bronc contest and the 
CC men’s rodeo team took third place 
overall at the College National Finals 
Rodeo last week in Casper, Wyo.

Competing among more than 50 
colleges and universities, Clarendon had 
several outstanding performances during 
the college’s first team appearance at the 
national finals.

Saddle Bronc Champion Riggin 
Smith (center) with fellow CC rodeo 
team member Teagan Smith (left) and 
CC Rodeo Coach Bret Franks. CC Photo

“I couldn’t be more tickled with 
how it went,” rodeo coach Bret Franks 
said. “They stepped up and did great!”

June 27, 2019

Line replacement 
affecting outages

The frequent power outages that 
Clarendon residents have noticed lately 
have been caused in part by the power 
line replacement currently being done 
through town.

Clarendon city officials met with 
representatives of AEP/Southwestern 
Electric Power Co. last week about the 
outages and learned the cause of the 
recent trouble.

SWEPCO has had to de-energize 
the transmission line coming into the city 
from Childlress during the replacement. 
That leaves the city dependent on a feed 
coming from the Jericho substation. If 
a storm or other problem interrupts that 
service, there is no back up.

2019: Mulkey Theatre re-opens with gala event
June 27, 2019

SACSCOC places CC 
on warning

Clarendon College has been 
placed on Warning for 12 months by 
its accrediting agency, and a special 
committee will conduct an on-site 
evaluation of the college following a 
review of a complaint made against the 
CC Board of Regents.

The Board of Trustees of the 
Southern Association of Colleges & 
Schools Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC) met on June 13 and 
determined that CC had “failed to 
demonstrate compliance” with a core 
requirement and three standards set by 
the agency relating to governance by the 
regents, according to a public report on 
the commission’s website.

June 27, 2019

Tornadoes strike 
area Saturday

Two tornadoes developed from a 
storm near the Goodnight and Ashtola 
communities late Saturday night, June 
22, causing considerable damage to the 
McAnear farm.

The National Weather Service 
reported that its survey crew rated both 
twisters as EF-0 storms, the first of 
which developed about 10:43 p.m. south 
of US 287 and damaged a center pivot 
system and one home before dissipating.

The second tornado then damaged 
the roof of a cabin, a power pole, a corn 
field, and another center pivot system 
north of the highway. A trailer was also 
put thrown through a well in that storm.

July 11, 2019

Clarendon holds 
142nd celebration

Beautiful weather greeted 
a patriotic crowd gathered on the 
Courthouse Square last Saturday, July 
6, for the 142nd annual Saints’ Roost 
Celebration.

The Kids’ Parade started the day 
with the youngsters peddling or driving 
from Third Street down Sully Street in 
front of the Courthouse. In the 0-4 age 
group, Shaylee Hall was first, Stetson 
Duncan and Conner Askew were 
second, and Delaney Chambless third. 
Gavin Reed won the 5-8 age group 
with Braxton Gribble second and Paul 
Bennett third. The 9 and up age group 
was won by Meredith Artho, Haughton 
Bivens second and Lindley Hill third.

July 11, 2019

Latigo wins 2019 
COEA Ranch Rodeo

Latigo Ranch took top honors for 
the Clarendon Outdoor Entertainment 
Association’s annual Ranch Rodeo last 
Friday and Saturday.

Latigo scores beat out 20 other 
local and regional teams as working 
cowboys put their skills to the test as 
part of the 142nd annual Saints’ Roost 
Celebration. The team was made up of 
Jacob Gudgell, Wesley Gudgell, Truston 
Gudgel, Bubba Garcia, and Zane Peters.

Wilson Cattle Co. team finished 
second with Rodey Wilson, Clay Paige, 
Colton Burnett, Casey McCleskey, and 
Tanner Allen and Baca Ranches placed 
third this year with the team of Zane 
Peters, Jayton Baca, Jake Baca, Rex 
Green, Tayler Burkett.

July 17, 2019

City airport to get 
$80k in upgrades

Clarendon’s Smiley Johnson 
Municipal Airport will be receiving more 
than $80,000 worth of improvements 
after several donations have helped raise 
matching funds for a grant.

The city had initially planned to 
use $15,000 left over from a previous 
grant project to match the 50/50 Routine 
Airport Maintenance Program grant 
administered by the Texas Department of 
Transportation.

With the state funds, that would 
have paid for $30,000 for crack sealing 
and fog sealing of the runway; but 
the RAMP program was approved to 
match any amount up to $50,000 for 
a possible total of $100,000 worth of 
improvements. The city’s new airport 
board saw an opportunity to do more 
work that originally planned.

July 17, 2019

Howardwick settles 
fire department suit

The City of Howardwick this 
week approved a settlement with the 
Howardwick Volunteer Fire Department 
bringing control of the city’s fire 
protection back under the authority of 
the City Council, and named former city 
alderman Brice Hawley as interim fire 
chief.

In special meeting Monday night, 
the city approved the terms of the agreed 
judgment by which all monies, titles, 
gear, vehicles, and other property of the 
department have been returned to the 
city.

July 24, 2019

Clarendon firemen 
battle Greenbelt fire

A grassfire at Greenbelt Lake kept 
Clarendon volunteer firemen busy for 
three days this past weekend, and Fire 
Chief Jeremy Powell is urging everyone 
to be cautious about outdoor burning.

The Clarendon Volunteer Fire 
Department was dispatched shortly after 
11 p.m. on Friday, July 19, to a fire on 
the west side of the lake. Powell said the 
fire was burning between homes and the 
shoreline of the lake and consumed 25 
acres before being brought under control.

July 24, 2019

Little girl makes big 
donation to library

A hardworking little girl made 
a big impact at the Burton Memorial 
Library last week.

Seven-year-old Kassie Askew 
donated $925 to the library for new 
books after working several weeks at 
a lemonade stand. Her motivation was 
simple enough.

“I like to read,” Kassie told the 
Enterprise, “and I wanted them to buy 
some more books.”

July 31, 2019

Aldermen vote for 
lower property tax

Clarendon Aldermen proposed 
dropping the city’s ad valorem tax rate 
by almost 26 cents per $100 valuation 
during their regular meeting last 
Thursday, July 25.

The proposed tax rate is $0.4999 
compared to the current rate of $0.75868, 
according to City Administrator David 
Dockery.

“That puts our rate under 50 cents 
and generates less than $500,000 in 
revenue, which makes the city a small 
taxing unit,” Dockery said.

The reduced rate was made 
possible by the city paying off bonds that 
were issued in 2012 for street and water 
line improvements.

July 31, 2019

Aldermen deliberate 
pool project 

The Clarendon City Council last 
week deliberated the fate of a proposed 
aquatics facility and discussed using city 
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2019: City accepts bid for pool
funds to help make up a shortfall between 
the low bid and money dedicated to the 
project.

A&S General Contractors had 
the lowest price of $2,716,838 when 
bids were opened on July 9. Funds 
currently dedicated to the project 
through donations and grants, however, 
total $2,253,055, leaving a shortfall 
of $463,783. City officials would also 
like to have a five percent contingency 
fund of $126,842 in the event of change 
orders or cost overruns.

The city has until August 23 to 
accept or reject the bid submitted by 
A&S.

August 7, 2019

CISD board extends 
Norrell’s contract

The Clarendon CISD Board 
of Trustees extended the contract of 
Superintendent Mike Norrell during 
their regular meeting July 11.

Trustees met for over an hour 
behind closed doors to evaluate Norrell’s 
performance before returning to open 
session to accept his contract and 
compensation package unanimously.

Norrell started with Clarendon 
schools in April 2015. His contract will 
now run through the 2022-2023 school 
year.

August 7, 2019

Accident claims teen 
girl’s life last week

An Amarillo youth lost her life and 
two friends were hospitalize following 
a one vehicle accident near Clarendon 
early Friday morning, August 3.

The Texas Department of Public 
Safety reports that a 14-year-old girl, who 
was driving at the time, was pronounced 
dead on the scene by Justice of the Peace 
Pat White. Two other 14-year-old girls 
were transported to Northwest Texas 
Hospital in Amarillo. One had non-life-
threatening injuries, and another was 
still hospitalized Tuesday morning.

August 14, 2019

City council extends 
Dockery’s contract

The Clarendon City Council 
unanimously extended the contract 
of City Administrator David Dockery 
during their regular meeting August 8.

Following an evaluation in closed 
session, the council reconvened in open 
session where Mayor Sandy Skelton 
announced that Dockery had received a 
perfect score on his evaluation.

The council then voted 
unanimously to extend his contract to 
2021 and give him a four percent raise.

August 14, 2019

City accepts pool bid
Clarendon will have its own water 

recreation park as early as next summer 
following action taken by the city 
council last Thursday, August 8.

With a unanimous vote, aldermen 
approved a $2.7 million bid from A&S 
General Contractors to construct the 
Clarendon Aquatics Center on the 
southeast corner of Fourth and Kearney.

Mayor Sandy Skelton, during the 
meeting, urged the council to take action 
on the bid calling it their “opportunity to 
step up as city leaders and make a bold 
decision.” Afterwards, he applauded the 
council’s vote.

“After four years of fundraising, I 
am very pleased that the City Council 
accepted the low bid from A&S General 
Contractors for the construction of 
Clarendon’s first ever public swimming 
pool,” Skelton said.

August 21, 2019

H’wick back under 
water restrictions

Howardwick citizens were back 
under a boil water notice this week after 
a failed pump impacted the city’s water 

supply there.
City Hall reports that pump 

problems began Saturday and worsened 
on Sunday, prompting Red River Water 
Authority on Monday to issue the boil 
water notice and place the city under a 
Stage 4 water emergency, which bans all 
outside watering.

Red River also delivered bottled 
drinking water to City Hall for the 
residents’ use.

August 21, 2019

Deal underway for 
new City Hall

Clarendon City Hall will have 
a new home in 2020 after a real estate 
agreement was reached last week.

City Administrator David Dockery 
says the city is purchasing the former 
office building of Bill Lowe at 313 S. 
Sully across from the Donley County 
Courthouse for $163,000.

“We’re too confined in our current 
offices and our requirements to meet the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
was going to be expensive,” Dockery 
said.

August 28, 2019

Local schools meet 
state testing goals

Clarendon and Hedley schools 
both met state goals on standardized 
testing last spring and earned “grades” of 
B for the year, according to information 
released this month by the Texas 
Education Agency (TEA).

Clarendon ISD’s overall score 
improved from an 84 last year as a 
district to 88 this year with Clarendon 
High School making an 87, down one 
point; Clarendon Junior High making 
an 80, up five points; and Clarendon 
Elementary maintaining a 90.

Hedley received an overall score of 
88 out of 100, down from a 92 last year. 
Hedley ISD operates as one campus, 
where the state recognizes Clarendon 
as being three campuses – elementary, 
junior high, and high school.

August 28, 2019

Myers gets 10-year 
prison sentence

A Clarendon man will spend ten 
years in prison following the death of his 
daughter last October.

During a meeting of the 100th 
District Court here Monday, Christopher 
Bryon Myers, age 38, entered a guilty 
plea to the charge of second degree 
felony offense of injury to a child. Myers 
was convicted and sentenced to 10 years 
in the Institutional Division of the TDCJ.

Myers was arrested in Donley 
County by DPS Texas Ranger Mike 
Smith on October 12, 2018. He was later 
indicted by the Donley County Grand 
Jury on January 17.

Law enforcement and emergency 
medical personnel responded to Myers’ 
residence at 718 S. Ellerbe on Friday, 
October 12, after a 911 call at 5:02 that 
morning reported a possible dead baby. 
Officials at the time said the complaint 
against Myers alleged that the child’s 
death was due to blunt force trauma.

August 28, 2019

CISD taxes fall, 
teacher salaries rise

Clarendon ISD teachers will 
received a pay raise and local taxpayers 
could see relief on their property taxes 
thanks to House Bill 3, according to 
Superintendent Mike Norrell.

The Clarendon ISD Board of 
Trustees approved a new compressed 
tax rate Monday night, mandated by 
HB 3. The new rate of $1.0683 per $100 
valuation will replace the school’s old 
rate of $1.17.

Norrell also said that the starting 
teachers will see their base salary go up 
by more than $3,000 in the new budget. 
Teachers with more experience will 
receive larger increases on the new pay 

scale set forth by the Texas Education 
Agency.

August 28, 2019

City utility, trash 
rates going up

The Clarendon City Council 
approved rate increases for water, sewer, 
and trash services when it met last 
Thursday, August 22.

Officials said the cost of water and 
trash services charged to the city has 
gone up, and City Administrator David 
Dockery said the increase in the sewer 
charge will help the city’s application for 
a grant to improve the sewer system.

“We’ve been told if we didn’t raise 
our sewer rates, our application didn’t 
stand a chance,” Dockery said.

August 28, 2019

Riza welcomes 
faculty back for fall

Clarendon College President 
Robert Riza welcomed faculty and staff 
last Thursday, August 22, as preparations 
were made for the opening of CC’s 
122nd fall semester this week.

Officials reported that the dorms 
were full as the semester got underway, 
an indication of a strong enrollment. 
Final enrollment will not be available for 
several days.

Dr. Riza enumerated several 
accomplishments of the college and 
praised the faculty and staff for their 
roles in making those things possible.

September 4, 2019

St. Mary’s church to 
be demolished

The Texas Panhandle’s oldest 
Catholic Church is scheduled to be 
demolished next Monday, September 9, 
more than two years after it was damaged 
in an automobile accident.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
parish member Chriss Clifford told the 
Enterprise Tuesday that Jordan Green 
has been hired to do the work after the 
church spent much time trying to figure 
out the best way to move forward.

The church learned the collision had 
broken the floor plate as well as several 
floor joists and that stress was being put 
on the roof of the 1892 building that was 
built by Irish immigrants working for the 
railroad.

Understanding the historical 
significance of the building, preservation 
architect and Preservation Texas board 
member Chuck Lynch was brought in to 
help determine whether the church could 
be saved.

“No one wanted to save it more 
than him,” Clifford said.

September 11, 2019

CISD Trustees accept 
Norrell’s resignation

Clarendon ISD Superintendent 
Mike Norrell resigned effective 
immediately Monday night at a meeting 
of the Board of Trustees.

Board President Wayne Hardin said 
Norrell resigned for personal reasons and 
that his decision to leave was not due to 
anything illegal or anything involving the 
school or its students.

“It was a total bombshell,” Hardin 
said. “No one foresaw this. It was totally 
out of the blue.”

September 11, 2019

Two for the Road to 
premier at Mulkey

The locally produced PBS series 
Two for the Road will hold a special 
season three premier event next Saturday, 
September 21, at the Mulkey Theatre in 
Clarendon.

Stone Ranch Media announced last 
week that the highly anticipated third 
season of the international travel and 
adventure show, produced and hosted by 
Howardwick residents Nikki and Dusty 
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SUNDAY SERVICE: 5 P.M.

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
4TH ST. & HWY. 70 SOUTH • PASTOR: JOSHUA LOWRANCE 

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:40 A.M. 
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M.  • SUN. YOUTH: 5:00 P.M.

WED. BIBLE STUDY: 6:30 P.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
300 BUGBEE AVE. • 874-3833 • REV. LANCE WOOD 

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:55 A.M. 
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • KID’S ACTIVITIES: WED. 6 P.M. 

YOUTH STUDY: WED. 7 P.M.
COLLEGE MINISTRY: WED. 9 P.M.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FOURTH & PARKS  • LAY PASTOR: NANCY RUSS  

FELLOWSHIP: 10:30 A.M. 
SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
420 S. JEFFERSON •  874-3667 • PASTOR BUDDY PAYNE  
SUN. SERVICE: 11:00 A.M. • SUN. SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M. • 

YOUTH PROGRAM: 6:00 P.M.

JESUS NAME APOSTOLIC CHURCH
720 E. MONTGOMERY • 205-1149 • REV. 874-2078 REV. 

CALVIN BURROW  
SUN. SERVICES: 3 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

BODY OF CHRIST MINISTRIES:
501 S. MCCLELLAND • PASTOR: R.W. ELLERBROOK  

SATURDAY: 6 P.M. • SUNDAY DISCIPLESHIP CLASS: 9:30 
A.M. SUN.: 10:30 A.M.  • SUN. LIFE GROUP: 4:30 P.M.

WED.: 6:30 P.M.

CHRIST’S KIDS OUTREACH MINISTRY:
416 S. KEARNEY • JANET CARTER • 874-2007 SUN. 

BREAKFAST 9:30 A.M. • SUN. PRAISE & WORSHIP 10 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:30 A.M. • WED.: 5 P.M.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
301 S. PARKS ST. • 874-2511 • REV. JIM AVENI SECOND 

SUNDAY SERVICE: 11 A.M.

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
MONTGOMERY & MCCLELLAND 

FR. AROKIA RAJ SAMALA
SUN. MASS 11 A.M.

ST. STEPHENS BAPTIST CHURCH
300 N. JEFFERSON ST. • PASTOR: ROY WILLIAMS

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M. 
WED.: 7 P.M. (WEATHER PERMITTING)

TRUE CHURCH OF GOD & CHRIST
301 N. JEFFERSON  • ST. PASTOR: JEFF RILES

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M. 
WED.: 7 P.M.

HEDLEY
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

110 E. SECOND ST. • MINISTER: STEWART MESSER 
SUN. BIBLE CLASS: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M. 

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7:30 P.M.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 N. MAIN ST. • PASTOR: STAN CROSBY

SUN. SERVICE: 11:00 A.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
210 N. MAIN ST. • 856-5980 • PASTOR: BRUCE HOWARD 

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN.: 11 A.M. & 6 P.M.
WED.: 7 P.M.

HOWARDWICK
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

235 RICK HUSBAND BLVD. • 874-3326 • REV. JIM 
FOX

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:45 A.M. 
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 6 P.M.

OLD PATHS PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
HEREFORD LANE AT HWY 70 • 673-1770  

3RD SUNDAYS - DON MARTIN  • 4TH SUNDAYS - DON 
WATSON 

SERVICES: 10:30 A.M.

MARTIN
MARTIN BAPTIST CHURCH

US 287 W 
SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

BRICE
BRICE DELIVERANCE TABERNACLE

PASTOR: LOUIS BENNETT
SUNDAY: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M.

WED.: 6 P.M.

SPONSORED BY

ROBERTSON FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

COUNTRY BLOOMERS 
FLOWERS & GIFTS

WALLACE MONUMENT 
CO.

MCKINNEY MOTOR CO.

3-H ALL NATURAL BEEF

CLARENDON FAMILY
MEDICAL CENTER

J&W LUMBER

PILGRIM BANK

For corrections or 
additions, call 

the Enterprise at:

874-2259

Worship
  DIRECTORY

Harvester 
Cleaners

Local Pick-up / Drop-off  • Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Every Nook & Cranny • 208 S. Kearney

Full Service Dry Cleaning & Laundry

The Big Station
NOW EVEN BIGGER

Listen Live Online

KLSR105.com

 

Mike’s
PHARMACY

Hwy 287 West • Clarendon, Texas

Your
Friendly
Pharmacy
From prescription 
medicine to vitamins, 
we provide everything 
you need, along with 
best wishes for a 
speedy recovery. 

Brandon Frausto, 
PHARMACIST

Call 874-3554 or Toll Free 800-766-2089

 874-3632  319 S. Kearney

Sell your furniture & appliances 
on consignment with us. 

Call us for more information.

OSBURN APPLIANCE
AND SERVICE

Now Carrying 
New Appliances

Ranges • Refrigerators • 
Washers • Dryers

General Electric, Whirlpool, 
Frigidaire, and others

We Buy/Sell Used Appliances.

Free Big E Classified 
with every new or renewed subscription!
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Green, will premiere on Panhandle PBS 
Thursday night, October 3, at 8:00 p.m.

The new season of the three-
time Lone Star Emmy nominated show 
follows the Greens and their adventures 
around the world once again, this time as 
they explore more than a dozen countries 
across four continents, including Bolivia, 
Iceland, Vietnam, the Galapagos Islands, 
Ireland and more. The thirteen new 
episodes will begin running concurrently 
on PBS stations nationwide in early 
October as well.

September 18, 2019

Economy leads to dip 
in CC enrollment

Clarendon College’s fall enrollment 
is down from last year’s all time high but 
still secured a spot in the record books as 
the institution’s third highest enrollment 
in 121-year history.

The fall head count following the 
12th class day last Wednesday settled 
at 1,589, which is down from last year’s 
figure of 1,639 and only one below the 
second highest enrollment of 1,590 set 
in 2017.

A strong economy and low 
unemployment typically leads to lower 
college enrollments, according to CC 
President Robert Riza.

“Unemployment is at 2½ percent 
right now,” Dr. Riza said. “If you can 
pass a drug screen, you can get a job.”

September 18, 2019

Accident claims life 
of local woman

A Clarendon woman lost her life 
in a two-vehicle accident last Thursday 
afternoon near Goodnight.

Tojuanna Pierce, age 60, was 
pronounced dead at the scene by Donley 

County Justice of the Peace Pat White, 
according to a report from the Texas 
Department of Public Safety.

DPS Sgt. Cindy Barkley said Pierce 
was a passenger in a 2009 Hyundai Santa 
Fe, driven by 58-year-old James Powell, 
also of Clarendon. The couple was 
traveling in the outside lane of eastbound 
US 287 when they were struck from 
behind by a 2002 Peterbilt truck tractor-
trailer driven by Galyean Sawyer, 22, of 
Childress.

September 18, 2019

Ceremony kicks off 
pool work

City officials and approximately 
100 spectators gathered at the site of 
the future Clarendon Aquatics Center 
Tuesday afternoon to break ground on 
the $2.7 million project.

“We are extremely pleased to reach 
this milestone after years of efforts,” 
City Administrator David Dockery said 
afterward. “We are so grateful to have 
these residents and students help us with 
the ground-breaking for this momentous 
occasion for the City of Clarendon.”

Before the dirt was turned, Mayor 
Skelton recognized those in attendance 
and reflected on the work that had been 
done since an anonymous donor first 
offered half a million dollars to get the 
project started four years ago.

September 20, 2019

Incident reschedules 
HHS homecoming

Hedley High School’s homecoming 
activities for Sept. 20 have been 
rescheduled following an incident at the 
school on Sept. 19.

Superintendent Garrett Bains says 
a joke taken too far led to the decision 

to cancel even though the administration 
and law enforcement determined there 
was no threat to the school or its students.

“It was a bad topic for comedy,” 
Bains said. “It would be like yelling 
‘bomb’ in an airport. You just can’t do 
that, and we decided to take a tough 
stance.”

Bains said the school consulted 
with the Donley County Sheriff’s Office 
which agreed there was no threat to 
the school. The superintendent said 
the administration’s policy is that 
disciplinary action means a kid cannot 
participate in an athletic event that week, 
which can have a big impact when a 
school only has eight football players.

September 25, 2019

Lions Club to host 
circus on Monday

Thanks to the sponsorship of the 
Lions Club, Culpepper & Merriweather 
Circus, America’s Favorite Big Top 
Circus is coming to Clarendon on 
September 30, to the Clarendon College 
Livestock & Equine Center.

The public is invited to watch as 
the LEC grounds are transformed into a 
bustling Circus City. Between 9:30 and 
10:00 a.m. come watch the raising of the 
Big Top, then stay for the free Tour.

September 25, 2019

Clarendon CISD taps 
Jackson to be interim

Mike Jackson was named the 
interim superintendent of Clarendon 
CISD Monday night during a called 
meeting of the board of trustees.

Board Vice President Weldon Sears 
said Jackson will begin work this week, 
and the district will begin advertising for 
a new superintendent next week.

Jackson has also served as interim 
superintendent in Vega, Claude, Happy, 
Texoma, and River Road.

September 25, 2019

25th cookoff to be 
held here Saturday

The Saints’ Roost Museum will 
hold its 25th annual Col. Charles 
Goodnight Chuckwagon Cookoff 
this Saturday, September 28, with 
a big celebration that includes two 
performances by Red Steagall.

Tickets for the cookoff are sold 
out, according to museum officials. 
Admission is free, however, for the 
other activities at the museum Saturday 
including live entertainment, museum 
tours, and the Western tradeshow.

The wagon teams will arrive Friday 
to host area students for a day of learning 
about the chuckwagon and cooking the 
cowboy-way. Friday afternoon will 
also include the junior cookoff, which 
pairs kids, ages 8-17, with mentors on 
participating wagon teams to learn the 
ropes of cooking over an open fire.

October 2, 2019

C Bar C wins 25th 
annual cookoff

The C Bar C Ranch team from 
Hartley was the overall champion of 
the 25th annual Col. Charles Goodnight 
Chuckwagon Cookoff last Saturday, 
September 28, at the Saints’ Roost 
Museum.

Twelve wagons prepared food for 
600 people for the sell-out event, and the 
C Bar C placed in three out of five food 
judging categories and placed third in 
Overall Cooking and third in Wagon & 
Camp to take home the custom cutting 

board designed by Clarendon artist Jack 
Craft.

October 2, 2019

CC rodeo teams do 
well on the road

Clarendon College’s rodeo teams 
had a busy September posting good 
results at two rodeos.

The teams competed in Portales 
September 19-21 at the Eastern New 
Mexico University rodeo. The team fared 
well with five members of the men’s 
team competing in the finals.

Cole Franks, a freshman from 
Clarendon, qualified 5th in the Bareback 
Riding, 8th in the Saddle Bronc riding, 
and 10th in the Team Roping with 
partner Rafael Dominigo, a freshman 
from Citra, Florida.

October 2, 2019

Thornberry: ‘Time is 
right’ for a change

Congressman Mac Thornberry said 
Monday “the time is right” following 
his announcement that he will not seek 
re-election in 2020.

The Clarendon Republican referred 
to the people of the 13th District as his 
employers and, in his official statement, 
he expressed his gratitude for the people 
who had repeatedly elected him since 
1994 and to those he worked with.

“It has been a great honor to serve 
the people of the 13th District of Texas 
as their congressman for the last 25 
years,” Thornberry said in a statement 
released Monday. “We are reminded, 
however, that ‘for everything there is a 
season,’ and I believe that the time has 
come for a change. Therefore, I will not 
be a candidate for reelection in the 2020 
election.”

October 8, 2019

Allsup’s stores 
selling to Yesway

Allsup’s Convenience Stores is 
being purchased by Yesway, according to 
reports Tuesday afternoon.

A Yesway press release said the 
Iowa-based company has entered into 
a definitive agreement to purchase 
Allsup’s, which is based in Clovis, New 
Mexico, subject to regulatory approval 
and customary closing conditions.

“Allsup’s founders, Lonnie 
and Barbara Allsup, were true 
pioneers, innovators, and visionaries 
of convenience store retailing,” said 
Thomas Nicholas Trkla, Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer of Yesway. 
“They were the first to offer customers 
hot, cooked foods, self-serve gasoline 
sales, and 24-hour service. We could 
not be more pleased to be joining forces 
with such a strong, beloved company and 
talented team of employees.”

October 9, 2019

Local boy hit by 
vehicle on US 287

A Clarendon boy is hospitalized 
in Lubbock this week after he struck by 
a Jeep while crossing US 287 Sunday 
afternoon.

DPS Trooper Chase Overbeeke 
said the boy, identified on social media 
as seven-year-old T.J. Smith, was struck 
by the vehicle at about 2:40 p.m. near the 
intersection with Goodnight Street. He 
had been playing across the road and was 
called back by the person watching him, 
the trooper reported. He darted north 
across the highway and was struck on his 
right side.

Witnesses told DPS that the driver 
of the Jeep, 38-year-old Scott Ormon of 
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2019: CC meats team wins national championship title

Need To
Sell It?

Call before 5 p.m.
on Mondays to 

see your ad here!

Why not place an
 ad in the Big E 

Classifi eds?

874-2259

Subscribe
 Today

Donley County: $30/yr.

Out of County: $40/yr.

Out of State: $45/yr.

Enterprise-D: $15/yr.

Call
874-2259 

for more 
information

Donley County Memorial Post
7782 Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
Meets fi rst Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
822-VETS.

Clarendon Lions Club Regular 
meeting each Tuesday at noon. 
Scarlet Estlack, Boss Lion. Roger 
Estlack, Secretary

Clarendon Chamber of Commerce Regular 
meeting 1st Thursday each month at 6:00 
p.m. at the Clarendon Visitor Center.

Clarendon Lodge #700 AF&AM 
Stated meeting: Second Mondays, 
7:30 p.m.  Refreshments at 6:30 
p.m.  Practice: Fourth Mondays,   
7 p.m. Roger Estlack - W.M., Grett 
Betts - Secretary. 2 B 1, ASK 1

MEETINGS

NEED A MINISTER? Call 205-1015.

LEGAL
NOTICES

Your Window to 
Local Government

500
Single-Sided
Business Cards

Order
Now

for $45+Tax

CALL 874-2259

250
Single-Sided
Business Cards

Order
Now

for $38+Tax

CALL 874-2259

1000
Single-Sided
Business Cards

Order
Now

for $65+Tax

CALL 874-2259

1000
Double-Sided
Business Cards

Order
Now

for $85+Tax

CALL 874-2259

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Advertise Your
Business or Event

STATEWIDE
Regional ads available

Contact this newspaper
for more information

000-000-0000

ONE CALL
ONE LOW 

PRICE

806-874-2259

Call in your ad at

874-2259
Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. 

Prepayment required. 
Visa / MasterCard accepted.

Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. classifi eds
REAL ESTATE

Big E Meeting Listings
only $8.50 per month. Call 

874-2259 to have your club or 
organization meeting listed.

GOT
GOPHERS?
Call the Gopher Lady 

205-0269.

FOR RENT: 1, 2, & 3 bedroom homes. Call Alan 
at 681-9024 for more information.

FOR RENT

FOR RENT: Effi ciency apartments, 1 bedroom 
(all bills paid) & 2 bedroom (all bills paid 
except electric). Call Tommy 576-9321.

Saints' Roost Museum
610 East Harrington

Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Open for appointments.
Call 874-2746.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FACILITIES AVAILABLE - Family Reunions, 
Receptions, Business Meetings, Club 
Functions, and more. Clarendon Lions Hall, 
111 W. Fourth. Call 874-2259 for rental 
information.

SERVICES

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: All real estate adver-
tising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
"any preference, limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 

familial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation, or discrimination."  Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women, and people securing cus-
tody of children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of 
the law.  Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal oppor-
tunity basis.  To complain of discrimination, call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.  The toll-free telephone number of the hear-
ing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.
CLASSIFIED AD RATES are $8.00 for the fi rst 15 words and 
15¢ for each additional word. Special typefaces or boxes are 
extra.
THANK YOU NOTES are $10.00 for the fi rst 40 words and 15¢ 
for each additional word.
DEADLINES are 5:00 p.m. each Monday, subject to change for 
special editions and holidays.
PREPAYMENT IS REQUIRED on all ads except for cus-
tomers with established accounts. Visa and MasterCard 
accepted.
ERRORS: Check your ad on its fi rst printing. Errors not cor-
rected within ten days of the fi rst printing are the responsibility 
of the advertiser.

SERVICES

MADE MONEY
WITH THE 

CLASSIFIEDS
It’s easy to sell your stuff with a little 

help from the Big-E Classifieds. 
Let our sales team help you place 

an ad today, in print or online!

Call 806-874-2259 or go to clarendonlive.com.

MADE MONEY
WITH THE 

CLASSIFIEDS
It’s easy to sell your stuff with a little 

help from the Big-E Classifieds. 
Let our sales team help you place 

an ad today, in print or online!

Call 806-874-2259 or go to clarendonlive.com.

MADE MONEY
WITH THE 

CLASSIFIEDS
It’s easy to sell your stuff with a little 

help from the Big-E Classifieds. 
Let our sales team help you place 

an ad today, in print or online!

Call 806-874-2259 or go to clarendonlive.com.

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT: 3 bedroom house, 1 bath, 
large fenced backyard, central heat and 
air. Must have references. 
FOR RENT: 617 West 6th Street. 3 bed-
room house, 1 bath.

Call 359-1199 for more information.

TWO HOUSE FOR RENT: 3 bed, 2 bath at 511 
E Browning. 3 bed, 2 bath at 503 E Burkhead. 
Call 874-3934 for more information.

RED RIVER AUTHORITY OF TEXAS is accept-
ing applications for a District Manager in the 
Howardwick area.  The applicant must reside 
within the Clarendon, Texas area. The position 
is responsible for operating and maintain-
ing water pump stations, wells, distribution 
system, reading meters, and all other related 
duties, including 24 hour call and rotating 
weekend duties.  Applicant must possess a 
high school diploma or GED and a valid State 
of Texas Driver’s License.  Additionally, a TCEQ 
Class C Groundwater License and a Customer 
Service Inspectors License is required, or the 
ability to obtain the same within one year.  
Salary range is $2,076 - $5,371 per month, 
depending on qualifi cations.  Excellent ben-
efi ts package offered.  Each applicant is 
required to submit a completed State of Texas 
Application to Red River Authority of Texas, 
P.O. Box 240, Wichita Falls, Texas 76307, by 
fax to (940) 723-8531 or email to info@rra.
texas.gov. State of Texas Applications can be 
obtained at the Authority’s website at www.
rra.texas.gov under the Employment Tab or at 
the Authority’s Administrative Offi ce at 3000 
Hammon Road, Wichita Falls, Texas.  Red River 
Authority of Texas provides equal employment 
opportunities to all employees and applicants 
for employment without regard to race, color, 
religion, gender identity, national origin, age, 
disability, sexual orientation, genetic infor-
mation, or veteran status in accordance with 
applicable federal and state legal require-
ments governing nondiscrimination in employ-
ment.

CLARENDON NURSING HOME: is on the hunt 
for a qualifi ed Director of Nursing. RN license 
required. Come by the facility at 10 Medical 
Drive or email cmyers@apexsecurecare.com

FOR RENT: 3 bedroom house. Call 678-1825 
for more information.

What if

didn’t NOTICE?
America ✩

Public notices help expose:
● fraud in government!
● dishonest businesses!
● unfair competitive practices!

Look what

NOTICED!
America ✩

● School district budgets
● Property auctions
● Public hearings
● Local tax changes
● Adoptions

Find out about these 
and much more in your local newspaper!
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Public Notice
Luxury autos for sale! 

Real estate offered cheap!

Abandonments, foreclosures.
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FOR SALE
HANCOCK PECAN PATCH -  fresh crop shelled 
pecans for sale - pieces and halves - call 806-
277-0494.
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North Richland Hills, was not speeding 
and tried to avoid the boy.

October 9, 2019

City putting trust 
properties up for sale

The City of Clarendon in 
conjunction with the Texas Communities 
Group, LLC, will begin placing “For 
Sale” signs on available trust properties 
within the city in the coming days.

A press release from City Hall says 
this project is a part of the clean-up effort 
spearheaded by the City of Clarendon 
and other participating taxing entities.

Trust properties are lots and tracts 
of land which have been foreclosed 
upon to collect a tax lien due the local 
governmental entities, the City of 
Clarendon, Donley County, Clarendon 
ISD, Donley County Hospital District, 
the Clarendon College District, and the 
Panhandle Ground Water Conservation 
District. These properties were put up for 
auction and went unsold at the tax sale. 
The properties are then “struck-off” to 
the entities.

October 9, 2019

Hedley ready to host 
Cotton Festival

Hedley residents are making 
preparations to host their 68th annual 
Cotton Festival on Friday and Saturday, 
October 11 and 12.

The Hedley Lioness Club will get 
things going Friday with a Chili & Stew 
Supper at 5 p.m. The club will also be 
selling chances on a quilt. The Lions 
Club Hoedown will follow at 6:30 p.m.

Hedley’s One Act Plan will host 
Bingo on Friday starting at 6 p.m. and 
Saturday starting at 10 a.m. in the Senior 
Citizens building. All proceeds support 
the high school’s One Act Play.

Saturday’s events begin with the 
Hedley Fire Department’s Pancake 
Breakfast from 6:30 to 9:30 a.m., and the 
Rowe Cemetery Association will hold a 
bake sale.

October 16, 2019

Dr. Sheppard to leave 
local office Oct. 28

After 15 years, Dr. Richard 
Sheppard will end his local dentistry 
practice in Clarendon on October 28.

Sheppard, who opened his office 
here in 2004, will continue to keep his 
Booker office open, and Drs. Ed Vlosich 
and Spence Vlosich will open a new 
practice – Clarendon Dental Associates.

Sheppard says he’s enjoyed his 
time in Clarendon and particularly 
enjoyed the people he has gotten to work 
with.

“It’s been wonderful,” he said. 
“I’ve made some really long-lasting 
relationships.”

October 16, 2019

King meets with 
local constituents

State Rep. Ken King (R-Canadian) 
gave a recap of the last legislative 
session and listened to the concerns of 
Donley County residents during a stop 
in Clarendon last Thursday, October 10.

Speaking at the Clarendon College 
Bairfield Activity Center, Rep. King said 
his most important job at this point is the 
redistricting that will follow the 2020 US 
Census.

“Currently you need a population 
of about 160,000 to make a state house 
district,” King said. “That will change to 
200,000. One rural East Texas district, 
and one rural West District will be lost.”

October 23, 2019

H’wick residents 
improving town

Residents of Howardwick are 
seeing signs of progress as community 
members work to address issues of safety 
and quality of life in the lakeside city.

Civic leaders have made strides in 
the last couple of months to improve fire 
protection capability, add more amenities 

to the City Park, and reduce crime.
After a legal issue shut down the 

Howardwick Volunteer Fire Department, 
the city’s official department – the 
City of Howardwick Volunteer Fire 
Department – has been working to get 
back up and running and attained that 
goal this month. The department is now 
ready to accept and respond to calls.

October 30, 2019

CC Meats Team wins 
national title

The Clarendon College Meats 
Judging Team brought home the national 
championship after placing first in the 
2019 Cargill High Plains Intercollegiate 
Meat Judging Contest in Friona.

At the awards presentation in 
Hereford Sunday night, Clarendon 
College had the highest placing team 
with team members Paige Perryman as 
the 4th high individual; Arliss Corliss, 
5th high; Patrick Sharp, 6th high; and 
Conner Mikkelson, 7th high.

November 6, 2019

Clarendon native 
pens children’s book

Ashlyn Tubbs Grotegut has made 
writing a career, but her latest endeavor 
– authoring and illustrating a children’s 
book – turned out to be a bigger challenge 
than she expected.

In 2018, the Clarendon native was 
attending DFWCon – a conference for 
writers – hoping to get information for 
a different project, but there was just 
one problem. Attendees are supposed to 
come with a story idea to pitch.

“So I thought, I’ll do a children’s 
story,” she said. “That will be easy.”

November 6, 2019

Lions celebrate 
97th anniversary

The Clarendon Lions Club held 
its 97th anniversary Charter Banquet 
last Tuesday night, October 29, and 

presented awards during the evening.
Attending and recognized at the 

Lions Club Banquet were Past President 
John Howard Texas Lions Camp Vice 
President Trish Wilson, Sweetheart 
Mattee Johnson, DG Dan Shuman, 
Sweetheart Kira Weatherton, District 
Camp Director Mike Poole, and Lion of 
the Year Boss Lion Scarlet Estlack.

Boss Lion Scarlet Estlack 
presented Lion John Howard with the 
past president’s award. Lion Howard 
then presented the Boss Lion with the 
Lion of the Year of award.

November 13, 2019

Overstreet, Upton run 
at state C-C meet

Two Donley County athletes 
competed at the State Cross Country 
meet last Saturday, November 9, in 
Round Rock.

Clarendon High School senior 
Kenny Overstreet made his third 
appearance at the State Meet. He finished 
32nd in a field of 148 runners in Class 
2A.

Hedley High School’s Jordan 
Upton came in 80th in a field of 147 
runners in class 1A. Upton, an HHS 
junior, clocked 5:37 for the first mile 
and 11:57.22 for the second mile. He 
finished the race overall with a time of 
18:32.30. The Class 1A winner had a 
time of 15:28.38

November 15, 2019

Dental office to 
expand service here

Donley County area residents are 
benefiting from expanded dental services 
thanks to Dr. Ed Vlosich and Clarendon 
Dental Associates.

Now in its second week of service, 
the new practice has picked up in the 
same office at Five Medical Drive where 
Dr. Richard Sheppard left off after 15 
years of service to the community. The 
office itself has a new look with new 
flooring and a fresh coat of paint, but 

familiar faces still great clients. Office 
manager Jana White and hygienist 
Tiffanie Word have been serving local 
patients since 2004, and dental assistant 
Emilee Evans has been in the business 
for five years.

November 15, 2019

Children’s benefit 
hunt to be held

The Big Country Children’s Benefit 
Hunt, a program of BCFS Health and 
Human Services, will bring to Donley 
County an outdoor expedition to provide 
an opportunity for youth to learn about 
the responsibilities of hunting safety, the 
basics of outdoor survival training, and 
the necessity of teamwork on November 
23 and 24, 2019.

Last year, the organization added 
the Texas Panhandle to its list of outdoor 
adventures, headed by Randy Bond. 
Randy and his wife, Sis, have adopted 
three children from foster care and are 
currently waiting to foster others. Given 
his background in Law Enforcement, 
Randy has an intimate knowledge of 
the foster care system and values the 
importance of programs like the Big 
Country Children’s Benefit Hunt.

November 20, 2019

CC audit committee 
did not follow OMA

An audit committee of the 
Clarendon College Board of Regents 
did not follow the Texas Open Meetings 
Act when it met last month, according to 
college officials.

Board Chairman Tommy Waldrop 
said the committee, which was appointed 
at the September 19 board meeting and 
consisted of Jerry Woodard and Edwin 
Campbell, did not follow the law’s 
requirement to post an agenda of its 
meeting 72 hours ahead of time or keep 
minutes of its meeting because it was 
formed just to present items they wanted 
investigated to the college auditor and 
report back to the board.

As reported by Mr. Woodard at the 
October 17 meeting of the board, the 
committee did meet with the auditor on 
October 10, 2019, and presented a list of 
things to be addressed for the board.

However, on October 25, 2018, 
the same regents were appointed as an 
audit committee for similar purpose 
and were directed at the time of their 
appointment that they would have to 
follow the Open Meetings Act, including 
posting an agenda and meeting in public. 
Waldrop said during that 2018 meeting 
the college’s attorney had made that 
determination and also said that college 
policy required the committees of the 
board to follow the Open Meetings Act 
as well, and CC President Robert Riza 
reiterated that as well.

Mr. Woodard questioned that 
determination at the time of the 2018 
appointment, and Regent Darlene Spier 
looked up the matter in the college policy 
manual and read aloud in the meeting the 
requirement that committees of the board 
must follow the open meetings act.

Asked why, if the following the 
requirements of the law was a known 
issue, the committee did not simply post 
an agenda and wait 72 hours to meet, Mr. 
Waldrop responded, “I don’t know.”

November 20, 2019

Broncos end season 
with loss to Ralls

The Clarendon Broncos have had 
an up and down year on the field ending 
the year at 6-5.

However, they were able to finish 
third in the District race, which put them 
in a playoff game with Ralls last Friday 
night in Tulia. Despite playing hard, the 
Broncos fell short 19-32.

“Friday did not turn out the way 
we wanted it to,” head coach Clint 
Conkin said. “This season was a learning 
experience for our players, and I am so 
proud of our guys. They got valuable 
playing time that will help them in the 
future.”
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Divisions continue at H’wick city 
meeting
The Howardwick City Council 
met December 12 amid continu-
ing divisions within the commu-
nity regarding the governance of 
the city.
Business owner Jack Moreman 
spoke first on the agenda re-
garding action taken by the City 
Council in November 2014 which 
changed Howardwick from a 
Type B municipality to a Type 
A municipality. Moreman said 
the city had classified his Rolling 
Plains Compost Ag Compost as 
a manufacturer when he doesn’t 
really manufacture anything. 
He also said if he were actually 
manufacturing compost it would 
lead to regulations from the state 
and federal government. 
“I wish you had come to me,” 
Moreman said. “I’ve tried to be a 
good neighbor.”
Moreman’s comments led Alder-
man Doc Holladay to then move 
to repeal the 2014 resolution, 
which among other things 
allowed the city to raise its ad 
valorem tax rate above 25 cents 
per $100 valuation. Holladay’s 
motion also included refunding 
tax revenues resulting from the 
Type A status to the citizens. 
Alderman Eric Riddle pointed 
out that such an action was not 
on that meeting’s agenda, and 
Alderman Robert Brewster asked 
for more time to consider the 
matter and to visit with Moreman 
as well as former code enforce-
ment officer Will Jordan, prompt-
ing outbursts from citizens at the 
meeting. No action was taken.
Later in the meeting, Mayor 
Greta Byars read a letter from 
Alderman Shelly Williamson, 
resigning her position citing 
harassment and discrimination 
by the community against her 
and her children.
The council took action to accept 
sealed bids on a Jeep owned 
by the city, which is no longer 
needed.
Personalities clashed again over 
the fire department’s access to 
City Hall. Mayor Byars said she 
had been told the fire department 
did not need access lock codes 
were changed after she became 
mayor. Riddle said the fire de-
partment uses the meeting room 
and bathroom of the building. 
The council voted to let the fire 
department access the meeting 
room and restroom.
Resident Susie Langford spoke 
concerning Ordinance 109, 
which was approved by a 4-1  
vote of the council during a 
special meeting on November 
21 with Alderman Holladay 
opposed. 
The ordinance outlines the roles, 
responsibilities, and authority of 
the council, the mayor, and the 
city secretary. It was proposed 
by Riddle, who said he drafted 
it from information in state law 
and handbooks from the Texas 
Municpal League. The mayor and 
others said the ordinance would 
limit Byars’ authority. An audio 
file of the November 21 meeting 
obtained by the Enterprise 
records the meeting as being 
punctuated by loud outbursts 
from citizens and culminating 
with Mayor Byars refusing to sign 
the ordinance after its passage 
calling it “tyrannical or harsh …  
dictatorial, capricious or volatile, 
unstable, and unpredictable.”
Speaking on December 14, 
Langford asked for Ordinance 
109 to be “tabled” until citizens 
can vote on it. She also requested 
that copies of future ordinances 
be given to citizens in attendance 
so they can ask questions and 
make comments. 
Langford called on the council, 
mayor, and secretary to give up 
grudges and said that Howard-
wick has been a great place but 
things have “turned to crap” with 
friends against friends. 
Byars said she has not had a 
chance to be much of a mayor 
and claimed Ordinance 109 
was not ‘passed’ because “Eric 
forgot something, and it is not an 
ordinance yet.”

CEDC sets hearing for grants 
The Clarendon Economic 
Development Corporation voted 
Monday night to hold a public 
hearing February 5 on a proposed 
new façade grant program.
The new program would empha-
size improvements that would 
be complimentary of the historic 
appearance of downtown Clar-
endon between the dates of 1890 
and 1927 based on historic pho-
tographs and drawings prepared 
by the Texas Tech University 
College of Architecture.
A scoring mechanism would look 
at set criteria with the potential of 
80 percent grants being awarded 
up to a maximum of $400 per 
liner foot of a storefront or 
$10,000 for a 25-foot storefront, 
for example. Properties in the 
100, 200, and 300 blocks of South 
Kearney Street and the 100 and 
200 blocks of South Sully Street 
would be eligible for the grants.
Proposed guidelines for the new 
program will be available this 
week in the Clarendon Visitor 
Center. The public hearing will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. on February 5 
at City Hall.

CC taking corrective steps after 
annual financial audit
Clarendon College is taking cor-
rective steps to improve internal 
financial controls following its 
annual audit, according to a 
report to the Board of Regents 
last month.
Auditor Lani Hall, representing 
Connor, McMillon, Mitchell & 
Shennum, PLLC, presented the 
findings at the board’s regular 
meeting December 14.
“This was an interesting audit 
with the transition in the chief 
financial officer’s position,” Hall 
told the board.
Hall said the overall net position 
of the college decreased about 
$2,000 in fiscal year 2017, 
noted that tax revenues in Gray 
County were down, and oper-
ating expenses were also down 
somewhat. She also discussed a 
decreased value in the transpor-
tation fund.
In discussing the college’s on-
going liability for employee and 
retiree health expenses, chairman 
Jerry Woodard said the college 

needs to keep this cost in mind 
when hiring someone who might 
retire in a year or two. 
Asked this week if the college 
considers retirement age during 
hiring, CC President Robert Riza 
said Clarendon College “always 
tries to hire the best talent avail-
able” and “does not discriminate 
on the basis of age or anything 
else.”
Hall told the board the audit had 
four main findings, and she also 
went over what the college was 
doing to correct each issue. All of 
the issues, Hall said, arose during 
the watch of the college’s previous 
vice president of administrative 
services, Lana Ritchie, who re-
signed effective August 31, 2017.
The first finding was that bank 
reconciliations were not being 
agreed to the general ledger. To 
correct this Hall said the college’s 
new vice president of adminis-
trative services, Rit Christian, 
is taking corrective actions and 
will reconcile bank statements to 
the general ledger by December 
31, 2017.
The second finding was that 
health and dental insurance pay-
ments were not made in a timely 
manner after the employee re-
sponsible for those functions left 
the college and those duties were 
not absorbed effectively. Hall said 
the former vice president took 
over the duties but that payroll 
should be a full time job. Hall 
also said Chief of Staff Ashlee Es-
tlack had corrected the problem, 
catching the college’s payments 
up through August with a plan to 
ensure future deposits are made 
in a timely manner.
The third finding was that the 
individual recording transactions 
for investing or borrowing was 
the same person reconciling and 
reviewing those accounts and 
investigating discrepancies. Hall 
said Christian will oversee proce-
dures to segregate those duties. A 
monthly review and sign-off will 
also occur. 
The fourth finding was that the 
former vice president of admin-
istrative services was processing 
payroll without proper review 
procedures in place, which 
resulted in her paying herself for 
unused vacation days out of com-
pliance with college policy. Hall 
said a new employee will be hired 
for payroll by January 31 with 
cross-training to be completed by 
March 31. Dr. Riza said Tuesday 
that training of that employee 
began this week and the payment 
issue had been rectified.
Hall praised Estlack for her work 
related to the audit and payroll.
“I want you to recognize Ashlee 
for an amazing job,” she said. 
“She has found problems and 
corrected them.”
The auditor also pointed out 
certain financial reports from 
the former vice president were 
missing from the college’s web-
site, a problem which has been 
corrected.
In other college business, regents 
approved the contract with the 
Donley Appraisal District for 
the assessment and collection of 
property taxes and rejected a plan 
proposed by a bond company to 
refinance bonds in Gray County. 
The board also met in closed 
session for about nine minutes 
before returning to open session 
to set a benefit amount for the 
college president’s housing. 

H’wick alderman threatens court 
action
Howardwick Alderman Doc 
Holladay threatened to see fellow 
councilmen in court as city offi-
cials clashed again in last week’s 
city meeting on January 9.
With an admonition by Mayor 
Greta Byars, citizens attending 
last Tuesday’s meeting remained 
respectful and quiet while the 
mayor and aldermen locked 
horns over a variety of issues.
Byars opened the meeting by 
recognizing volunteers who have 
been working on the city’s streets. 
Susie Langford, Kay Dye, and 
Barbara Canter were present and 
received certificates of apprecia-
tion for working with Alderman 
Holladay to patch roads. Also 
recognized were Gwen Holladay, 
Alderman Holladay, Debbora 
Sharpton, Burt Compton, and 
Billy Holladay.
As the meeting proceeded, Alder-
man Eric Riddle called a point of 
order when Byars deviated from 
the printed order of the agenda, 
skipping to opening bids on a 
city-owned Jeep.
Following the reading of the min-
utes, Alderman Robert Brewster 
reported that he and Riddle had 
gone to see Jack Moreman about 
the concerns the business man 
raised at the city’s December 
meeting. Brewster said Moreman 
was “pleased with our visit,” but 
Byars said she had also talked to 
Moreman. 
Comments then became focused 
on parliamentary procedure 
before the meeting resumed with 
the financial report and list of 
bills. As the Jeep bids came back 
up, the mayor raised issues about 
whether or not a public hearing 
was or was not held when the 
city’s tax rate was set last year. 
Riddle again called a point of or-
der for not following the agenda.
Byars accepted the high bid of 
$426 for the Jeep with no council 
action and did not disclose the 
identity of either the high bidder 
or only other bidder, who bid 
$125.
The meeting then turned to 
Alderman Holladay’s motion 
from December, seeking to 
repeal a 2014 resolution that led 
to reclassifying the city from a 
Type B municipality to a Type 
A and refunding taxes collected 
as a result of that. Riddle argued 
that motion was still not in order 
because the original agenda 
item from December was not an 
action item. Holladay asked the 
board if he would get a second 
for his motion, and there was 
none.
“Okay, I will see you in court,” 
Holladay said and noted that 
former code enforcement officer 
Will Jordan, City Secretary Tam-
my Jordan, former mayor Mike 
Rowland, Aldermen Mac Miller 
and Robert Brewster, and “the 
other members of the board” at 
the time will be defendants.
The board did agree to buy two 
24-inch culverts and to issue a 

city credit card to Mayor Byars 
before locking horns again, this 
time over the possible dismissal 
of a volunteer fireman who pled 
guilty in November to two counts 
of theft of service.
Alderman Holladay called the 
man “a confessed thief,” and 
moved to dismiss him from the 
fire department. Riddle said 
the council had no authority to 
take that action. City Secretary 
Tammy Jordan, along with 
Riddle, pointed out that the 1999 
articles of incorporation of the 
fire department and a subsequent 
service agreement between the 
department and the city prevents 
the city from dismissing firemen. 
Holladay received no second to 
his motion.
“Let the record show they 
support criminal activity in How-
ardwick and are in full support of 
the perpetrator,” Holladay said of 
his fellow council members. 
“Alderman Holladay, you need 
to stop putting words in our 
mouths,” Riddle shot back. “You 
have no clue what any of us are 
thinking.”
Discussion then turned to 
the need to clean up certain 
properties in Howardwick and 
resulted in Mayor Byars agreeing 
to find out what the city’s legal 
options are.
Sheriff Butch Blackburn, who 
also attended in December, ad-
dressed the meeting and said he 
wasn’t one to tell the city how run 
its meetings but if they will just 
follow the rules and procedures, 
“you’ll find that things will go 
smooth.”
Citizens’ comments followed and 
were orderly and respectful and 
covered topics such as working 
with another city for code en-
forcement, needing tires for the 
city dump truck, a presentation 
to the mayor of a key to the city, 
working with Donley County on 
certain issues, and the possibility 
of unincorporating the city.

Filing open for 22 local board 
slots
Filing is now open for seven local 
governments that are scheduled 
to hold elections this spring.
The cities of Clarendon, Hedley, 
and Howardwick; the Clarendon 
and Hedley school district; the 
Clarendon College District; and 
the Donley County Hospital Dis-
trict all have a total of 22 board 
positions available this year.
In Clarendon, the two-year terms 
of Aldermen Beverly Burrow, 
John Lockhard, and Larry Jeffers 
are up.
Hedley has four aldermen seats 
and the mayor’s position up this 
year. The full two-year terms of 
Mayor Carrie Butler and Alder-
man Johnny Hoggatt as well as 
one vacant alderman’s seat are up. 
Also, Hedley has two one-year 
unexpired aldermen terms up 
this season, and those positions 
are currently held by Lynn Kelsey 
and Willy Lewis.
Howardwick has three two-year 
alderman terms up for election 
this year. Those seats are held by 
Mac Miller, Robert Brewster, and 
Doc Holladay.
Clarendon ISD Trustees serve 
three years, and the terms of 
Wayne Hardin and Wes Hatley 
are expiring this year.
Hedley ISD has two full three-
year terms up this year. Those 
seats are held by Dana Bell and 
Carole Ward.
Three six-year terms are up on 
the Clarendon College Board 
of Regents, and those positions 
are currently held by Edwin 
Campbell, Doug Lowe, and Jerry 
Woodard
The Donley County Hospital 
District Board of Directors has 
four two-year terms up this year. 
Those are currently held by Jan 
Farris – Place 4, Nikki Adams – 
Place 5, Mark C. White – Place 6, 
and Lori Howard – Place 7.
All local boards are elected 
at-large, but hospital board 
candidates must file for a specific 
place on the ballot.
Filing began Wednesday, January 
17, and runs through Friday, Feb-
ruary 16. Elections are scheduled 
to be held Saturday, May 5, 2018.

City’s USDA project another step 
closer
The City of Clarendon continues 
to move closer to the start of 
a $3.9 million upgrade to its 
water infrastructure, according 
to information presented at last 
Thursday’s city council meeting.
City Administrator David Dock-
ery reported that Clarendon has 
met all the pre-loan require-
ments for USDA, including the 
completion of a right of way map. 
City officials are now waiting on 
an updated project budget from 
KSA Engineering.
Aldermen approved an agree-
ment to have the law firm of 
Shelton & Shelton preform legal 
services for the USDA grant/loan 
project.
In other business, the aldermen 
voted in favor of allowing the 
city’s front-end loader and an 
employee to work with Donley 
County road hands to stockpile 
donated road material at Citizens 
Cemetery.

Updated property tax informa-
tion available now 
New and updated property 
tax information has just been 
compiled by the Donley County 
Appraisal District and is available 
now to assist taxpayers. This 
includes information about the 
following programs. 
Property Tax Exemptions for 
Disabled Veterans - The law 
provides partial exemptions for 
any property owned by disabled 
veterans or surviving spouses and 
surviving children of deceased 
disabled veterans. Another partial 
exemption is for homesteads 
donated to disabled veterans by 
charitable organizations at no 
cost or not more than 50 percent 
of the good faith estimate of the 
homestead’s market value to 
the disabled veterans and their 
surviving spouses. 
The exemption amount is deter-
mined according to percentage 
of service-connected disability. 
The law also provides a 100 
percent homestead exemption 
for 100 percent disabled veterans 
and their surviving spouses and 
surviving spouses of U.S. armed 

service members killed in action. 
Property Tax Exemptions – 
Non-profit organizations that 
meet statutory requirements may 
seek property tax exemptions 
and must apply to their county 
appraisal district by a specific 
date. Businesses that receive tax 
abatements granted by taxing 
units; ship inventory out of 
Texas that may be eligible for the 
freeport exemption; store certain 
goods in transit in warehouses 
that are moved within 175 days; 
construct, install or acquire pol-
lution control property; own and 
operate energy storage systems; 
convert landfill-generated gas; or 
store offshore drilling equipment 
while not in use may also be eligi-
ble for statutory exemptions. 
Rendering Taxable Property - If a 
business owns tangible personal 
property that is used to produce 
income, the business must file a 
rendition with its local county 
appraisal district by April 1. 
Personal property includes in-
ventory and equipment used by a 
business. Owners do not have to 
render exempt property such as 
church property or an agriculture 
producer’s equipment used for 
farming. 
Appraisal Notices – Normally, 
taxpayers receive a notice of 
appraised value from the local 
county appraisal district. The 
city, county, school districts and 
other local taxing units will use 
the appraisal district’s value to 
set property taxes for the coming 
year. 
Property Taxpayer Remedies – 
This Comptroller publication 
explains in detail how to protest 
a property appraisal, what issues 
the county appraisal review board 
(ARB) can consider and what to 
expect during a protest hearing. 
The publication also discusses the 
options of taking a taxpayer’s case 
to district court, the State Office 
of Administrative Hearings or 
binding arbitration if the taxpay-
er is dissatisfied with the outcome 
of the ARB hearing. 
Homestead Exemptions – A 
homestead is generally defined 
as the home and land used as the 
owner’s principal residence on 
Jan. 1 of the tax year. A home-
stead exemption reduces the 
appraised value of the home and, 
as a result, lowers property taxes. 
Applications are submitted to the 
local county appraisal district. 
Productivity Appraisal – Property 
owners who use land for tim-
berland production, agricultural 
purposes or wildlife management 
can be granted property tax relief 
on their land. They may apply to 
their local appraisal district for an 
agricultural appraisal which may 
result in a lower appraisal of the 
land based on production, versus 
market value. 
Residence Homestead Tax De-
ferral - Texas homeowners may 
postpone paying the currently 
delinquent property taxes due 
on the appreciating value of their 
homes by filing a tax deferral 
affidavit at their local county 
appraisal district. This tax relief 
allows homeowners to pay the 
property taxes on 105 percent of 
the preceding year’s appraised 
value of their homestead, plus the 
taxes on any new improvements 
to the homestead. The remaining 
taxes are postponed, but not 
cancelled, with interest accruing 
at 8 percent per year. 
Property Tax Deferral for Persons 
Age 65 or Older or Disabled or 
Disabled Veteran Homeowners 
– Texans who are age 65 or older 
or disabled, as defined by law, or 
who qualify for a disabled veteran 
exemption may postpone paying 
current and delinquent property 
taxes on their homes by signing 
a tax deferral affidavit. Once the 
affidavit is on file, taxes are de-
ferred, but not cancelled, as long 
as the owner continues to own 
and live in the home. Interest 
continues to accrue at 5 percent 
per year on the unpaid taxes. You 
may obtain a deferral affidavit at 
the appraisal district. 
Protesting Property Appraisal 
Values – Property owners who 
disagree with the appraisal dis-
trict’s appraisal of their property 
for local taxes or for any other 
action that adversely affects them 
may protest their property value 
to the appraisal district’s ARB. 
For more information about 
these programs, contact the 
Donley County Appraisal District 
at (806) 874-2744. Information is 
also available on the Comptrol-
ler’s Property Tax Assistance 
Division’s website at comptroller.
texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/.

New rule may lead to resignation 
of CC chair
The chairman of the Clarendon 
College Board of Regents may 
have to resign his leadership 
position following information 
obtained from the college’s 
accrediting agency last week and 
presented at the January 18 board 
meeting.
Jerry Woodard’s employment at 
Herring Bank appears to be “an 
employment conflict of interest,” 
according to a letter written by 
Dr. Crystal A. Baird, Vice Presi-
dent of the Southern Association 
of Colleges & Schools – Commis-
sion on Colleges (SACSCOC). 
“While he does recuse himself 
during votes regarding the bank, 
the board chair should not, 
according to [Core Requirement] 
4.1c have an employment conflict 
of interest,” Baird wrote.
Herring Bank is CC’s depository 
and holds some of the college’s 
investments.
Baird’s letter goes on to say that 
Woodard can remain on the 
board as long as he is not the 
chair.
CC President Robert Riza said 
the new guideline became 
effective January 1, and the 
college had sought clarification, 
which prompted the letter from 
SACSCOC.
Woodard told fellow regents 
that he wanted to get further 
information from SACSCOC 
and an explanation of Dr. Baird’s 
opinion, noting that the letter 
was just her opinion. He also said 
that the board chairman had no 
more power or influence than any 
other regent.
The chairman did say, however, 
that he did not intend to stand in 
the way of what was good for the 
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Nov November 20, 2019

Inman running for 
re-election as DA

Luke Inman last week announced 
his candidacy for re-election for the 
100th Judicial District Attorney, which 
he has held since April 2008.

For the last 11 years, Inman has 
prosecuted felony cases in Carson, 
Childress, Collingsworth, Donley and 
Hall Counties. In addition to the massive 
felony docket moved by his office, he 
litigates numerous civil forfeiture cases 
stemming from felony arrests.

ember 20, 2019

Trump adviser eyeing 
Thornberry’s seat

There is a growing crowd of 
candidates – ranging from political 
unknowns to a trusted adviser of 
President Donald Trump – who 
are looking to represent the 13th 
Congressional District after US Rep. 
Mac Thornberry (R-Clarendon) retires at 
the end of his current term.

At least nine candidates have 
either declared their candidacy or are 
considering a run for the office. The 
list includes seven Republicans, one 
Democrat, and one Libertarian.

November 26, 2019

City, county debate 
sheriff’s contract

Clarendon officials have opened a 
debate regarding the cost of its annual 
service contract with the Donley County 
Sheriff’s Office.

The City Council discussed the 
matter during its November 14 regular 
meeting with members of the county 
commissioners’ court in attendance.

The current contract is several 
months away from expiring, but Mayor 
Sandy Skelton wanted both sides to get 
an early start on negotiations.

The city has had a contract with 
the sheriff’s office since 1981. The 
current agreement calls for a two percent 
annual increase, and the current price is 
$158,468.

November 26, 2019

Regents vote to end 
president’s contract

Clarendon College Regents voted 
unanimously last week to end the 
contract of President Robert Riza at the 
end of this year.

Speaking during the board’s 
regular meeting Thursday, November 
21, Chairman Tommy Waldrop said he 
saw three options for Dr. Riza’s contract, 
which was set to expire at the end of 
May 2020. Those options were to leave 
the contract as is, to extend the contract, 
or to end the contract and buy Riza out.

The chairman had suggested 
moving the meeting into closed session, 
but Riza preferred to keep it in open 
session.

December 5, 2019

CC board looks to VP 
for interim position

Clarendon College Regents met in 
a called session November 27 to consider 
naming an interim president following 
their November 21 action to end the 
contract of Dr. Robert Riza at the close 
of this month.

The board met with the college 
attorney for more than an hour and a 
half to discuss Riza’s contract before 
returning to open session for the matter 
of appointing an interim.

Regent Lon Adams said he 
thought the board needed to look to Vice 
President Tex Buckhaults to fill in until 
a proper interim could be named. Board 
Chairman Tommy Waldrop said he had 
mentioned to Buckhaults that the board 
would be “leaning on him” during the 
time of

December 12, 2019

Alert system glitch 
causes confusion

A computer malfunction activated 
a regional Emergency Management 
Warning System last Saturday night, 
confusing citizens and resulting in 
Donley County’s 911 system being 
overwhelmed.

Sheriff Butch Blackburn said 
the trouble began at about 6:45 p.m. 
when the PARIS alert system operated 
by the Panhandle Regional Planning 
Commission (PRPC) was triggered 
to activate all of the programmed 
alert templates. Donley County Judge 
John Howard said the error was later 
determined to have been caused by a 
software update that had been installed 
six hours earlier.

December 12, 2019

CC Regents take new 
vote on president

The Clarendon College Board of 
Regents this week rescinded a November 
21 vote to end the contract of Dr. Robert 
Riza as president and voted to put him on 
administrative leave instead.

During a called meeting Monday, 
December 9, the board without discussion 
approved a motion reversing their 
action on November 21, which would 
have ended the president’s contract by 
December 31. That was followed by a 
new motion from Regent Carey Wann 
to place Riza on administrative leave 
effective immediately “due to some 
things that have been brought to light 
recently.” That motion was also approved 
with no discussion.

December 12, 2019

CCISD names Bellar 
as lone finalist

Clarendon new school 
superintendent will be no stranger to the 
community after beginning his education 
career here.

Jarod Bellar was named December 
4 as the lone finalist for the top school 
position during a called meeting of the 
Clarendon CISD Board of Trustees.

Bellar, who is currently the 
superintendent of Baird ISD east of 
Abilene, began his career as a junior 
high social studies teacher and coach in 
Clarendon in 1994.

December 19, 2019

Fire claims life of 
man last week

A local man perished in an early 
morning house fire east of Clarendon last 
Thursday, December 12.

Mac Charles Dunham, age 42, was 
pronounced dead at the scene, according 
to Donley County Sheriff Butch 
Blackburn. An autopsy later confirmed 
smoke inhalation was the cause of death, 
the sheriff said.

December 19, 2019

Driver faces charges 
in death of local lady

A Dallas man is in the Donley 
County Jail this week after a December 
12 car wreck that caused the death of a 
Clarendon woman.

Fifty-one-year-old Delfino 
Frias-Aragonez is facing charges of 
first degree Intoxicated Manslaughter 
and third degree Intoxicated Assault, 
according Texas Department of Public 
Safety Trooper Chase Overbeeke.

Frias-Aragonez was driving a 2005 
Chevrolet pickup westbound on US 
287 about two miles west of Clarendon 
last Thursday at about 8 a.m. when he 
abruptly crossed the median at an acute 
angle, Overbeeke said. The pickup spun 
once in the median before entering the 

eastbound lanes and colliding head-on 
with a 2014 Chevrolet Malibu driven by 
25-year-old Amy Martinez of Clarendon.

Overbeeke said everyone involved 
suffered serious injuries, but Martinez 
suffered the most trauma. She underwent 
surgery but passed away at 12:44 p.m. on 
Friday, December 13.

2019: Bellar is CCISD finalist
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