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THIS WEEK
2 Free speech is at the 
center of a tech battle in 
court currently.
4 Local scouts earn achieve-
ments during a winter camp 
out.
5 Check out the sample 
ballots for this year’s primary 
election.
7 And the Lady Broncos beat 
New Deal for the title!
All this and much more as The Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!
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Winning Smiles Start Here!

FEBRUARY IS NATIONAL CHILDREN’S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH.
SCHEDULE YOUR KID’S CHECK-UP TODAY! Ed Vlosich, DDS & Spence Vlosich, DDS • 5 Medical Drive • Clarendon

Baseball sign-ups 
set for next week

The Clarendon Baseball 
League will hold sign-ups for 
baseball players and softball play-
ers age nine to 16. Tuesday and 
Wednesday, March 3 and 4, at the 
Bronco Gym from 4  to 6:30 p.m.

Chamber social to 
be held next week

The Clarendon Chamber 
of Commerce will hold its next 
Business After Hours and its fi rst 
Totally Locally $500 drawing of 
2020 at Cornell’s Country Store 
next Thursday, March 12.

The come-and-go event will 
be held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
and will provide Chamber mem-
bers and prospective members an 
opportunity to learn more about 
what’s happening in the local 
business community. Refresh-
ments will be served. The fi rst ten 
attendees of the After Hours will 
receive a free Mulkey movie pass. 

In addition to learning more 
about what’s happening at Cor-
nell’s, one of the highlights of 
the March After Hours will be the 
Chamber’s Totally Locally draw-
ing. Shoppers can sign up for the 
drawing at 12 local businesses, 
and one lucky person will win 
$500 in Clarendon Cash at the 
After Hours. A list of participat-
ing businesses and more informa-
tion is on the ad in this week’s 
Enterprise.

Wheatly 
to face 
Koetting 
in primary 

Only one Donley County race is 
contested as Democrat and Republi-
can voters head to the polls Tuesday, 
March 3, to select their parties’ can-
didates for November.

County Commissioner Andy 
Wheatly is being challenged by Neil 
Koetting on the Republican ballot 
for Precinct 3. 

Other races of local interest are 
the 100th Judicial District Attorney’s 
race where Republican incumbent 
Luke Inman is challenged by Bryan 
Denham and the 13th Congressional 
District with a fi eld of 15 Republi-
cans vying to replace US Rep. Mac 
Thornberry (R-Clarendon), who is 
retiring at the end of h is current term.

Early voting by personal 
appearance at the Donley County 
Courthouse Annex continues 
through this Friday, February 28. 

Voting on Election Day next 
Tuesday will be held from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. at the following locations.

Democratic Party: Precinct 303 
– Hedley Lions Club and all other 
precincts at the Courthouse Annex.

Republican Party: Precincts 
101, 201, 301, and 401 – Clarendon 
First United Methodist Church Fel-
lowship Hall; Precinct 102 – How-
ardwick City Hall; and Precinct 303 
– Hedley Baptist Church.

Local sample ballots for the pri-
mary are printed on page fi ve of this 
week’s Enterprise. For more infor-
mation, visit the League of Women 
Voters’ website at https://my.lwv.
org/texas/election-information. 

After two house fi res last week, 
Clarendon Fire Chief Jeremy Powell is 
urging all homeowners to install smoke 
alarms.

Powell said in both cases last week 
there were no smoke alarms in the house.

“Smoke alarms save lives,” Powell 
said. “If someone can’t afford a smoke 
alarm, please contact either the fi re 
department or the Red Cross, and we can 
get that taken care of.”

A family on South Carhart Street 
was lucky to have woken up when a fi re 
started in their house at about 3:40 a.m. 
last Monday, February 17.

Powell said the blaze was connected 
to a window heat pump in the home 
where either the electrical cord shorted 
out or the machine itself somehow mal-
functioned. 

“It was all wired correctly,” he said. 
“We’re not sure what went wrong.”

Fortunately, a deputy and a volun-
teer fi reman got to the scene quickly and 
knocked down the biggest part of the 
blaze before the fi re department arrived, 
Powell said.

Later last week on Thursday, another 
home fi re was reported after 7 p.m. in the 
800 block of East Fourth. Powell said 
the residents there earlier in the day had 
cleaned out a wood stove or fi replace and 
left the ash bucket in the house.

“The ash bucket got hot and ignited 
something,” Powell said.

No one was home in that case, but a 
family dog did perish. 

Powell said both homes can be 
repaired and there were no injuries in 
either case. 

St. Mary’s to hold 
fi sh fry this Friday

The parishioners of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church are cook-
ing this season and invite every-
one to come join them. On four 
Friday nights during Lent they 
will hold Fish Fries from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. in their Parish Hall 
located on the corner of Mont-
gomery and McLelland.  

Dates for those fi sh fries are 
February 28, March 13 and 27, 
and April 3.

The fi sh fries are an all-you-
can-eat meal of deep fried fi sh, 
french fries, handmade hushpup-
pies, cole slaw, beans, dessert, and 
a drink.  Dine in or carry out for 
the same price. Adults are $12, 
children $5 and preschoolers eat 
free. College students can eat for 
$10 with a student ID.   

The Panhandle Peanut Growers 
Association held their annual meeting at 
the Quail Community Center on Tues-
day, February 25.

Peanut broker George Lovatt was 
the keynote speaker, discussing market 
demand and industry outlook.

Lovatt said demand for US peanuts 
is growing slowly on the global market 
but said China continues to be an unreli-
able market.

Lovatt repeated that peanut grow-
ers are “in the cotton business” and 
pointed that the outlook for peanuts often 
depends on the outlook for cotton. Trends 
show that the number of cotton acreage is 
decreasing, particularly in the southeast, 

and that typically leads to an increase in 
peanut acres, he said.

There is also some pressure in the 
market to convert more acres to high 
oleic peanuts but that is only among 
certain companies. High oleic peanuts 
contain a higher amount of oleic fatty, 
the so-called “good” fat that is better for 
human health.

PPGA President Michael Newhouse 
said most of the peanuts grown in this 
region are already varieties that are high 
oleic. Newhouse said certain food indus-
try companies like high oleic peanuts 
because they have a better shelf life.

The group also heard from Bob 
Whitney, a peanut specialist with the 

Texas Peanut Producers Board, who 
said 2019 saw a higher price and slight 
increase in peanut acres over 2018. 

Peanut growers took advantage 
of good contract prices while seeing 
cotton prices drop to new lows, Whitney 
reported.

Republican 13th Congressional 
District candidate Josh Winegarner 
and District Attorney Luke Inman both 
addressed the group with just seven days 
to go before the primary election.

The PPGA recognized outgoing 
board member Kelly Horton for his 29 
years of service, and Mary Ruth White 
was recognized on her birthday for her 
support of the development of the PPGA. 

SWCD trees on sale
The Donley County Soil 

& Water Conservation District 
reminds everyone that the dead-
line for ordering spring trees is 
March 4, 2020. Go  by the Donley 
County SWCD offi ce at 321 Sully 
in Clarendon to place an order or 
call 806-874-3561 ext. 3.

Area Champions!
The Clarendon Lady Broncos celebrate a buzzer-beater win over New Deal for the Area Championship last Friday night in Canyon. 
With only four second left on the clock, Clarendon executed a play that secured a 41-40 victory. See our complete coverage on page 
seven of this week’s Enterprise. ENTERPRISE PHOTOS / BEN ESTLACK

Clarendon fi remen respond to two house fi res

Panhandle Peanut Growers hold annual meeting

Clarendon Firemen respond to a house fi re last Thursday.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO /ROGER ESTLACK

PPGA President Michael Newhouse with outgoing 
board member Kelly Horton.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK
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THIS WEEK
2 A Pampa museum is now 
seeking nominations to 
honor area veterans.
3 The CC Bulldogs win the 
conference and are headed 
to the regional tournament.
4 Howardwick plans a com-
munity game night.
5 And the Lady Broncos 
open softball season with 
tournament wins. 
All this and much more as The Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!
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On Seven pleas took place 
Friday, February 28, in the 100th 
Judicial District Courtroom at the 
Donley County Courthouse. 

District Attorney Luke Inman, 
 along with Assistant District Attor-
ney Harley Caudle, prosecuted the 
cases for the State of Texas, with 
the Honorable Judge Stuart Messer 
presiding.

Raymond Loyd Ballard 
pleaded guilty and was placed on 
deferred adjudication community 
supervision for four years for the 
fi rst degree felony offense of forg-
ery. 

Ballard, 46 from Amarillo, was 
arrested by Donley County Sheriff’s 
Deputy Jay Logan for the offense 
that took place on August 1, 2019.  
Ballard was indicted by a Donley 
County Grand Jury on December 

16, 2019.
Pursuant to the plea agree-

ment, Ballard is also required to pay 
a $250 fi ne to Donley County, $458 
in court costs, $100 restitution, and 
successfully complete 400 hours of 
community service.  If Ballard vio-
lates probation, he could face up to 
99 years or life in the Institutional 
Division of the TDCJ.

Kristopher Rashad Flemons 
pleaded true and was convicted for 
the fi rst degree felony offense of 
burglary of a habitation. Flemons 
was sentenced to 25 years in the 
Institutional Division of TDCJ.

Flemons, 22 from Amarillo, 
Texas, was arrested by Childress 
Police Offi cer James Palmitier for 
the offense that took place on Octo-
ber 17, 2017. Flemons was indicted 
by a Childress County Grand Jury 

on March 28, 2018.
The state fi led its motion to 

adjudicate on February 13, alleg-
ing seven violations of community 
supervision.  Flemons pleaded true 
to the allegations.

Pursuant to the plea agree-
ment, Flemons is also required to 
pay a $500 fi ne and $269 in court 
costs.

Carmalia Bautista pleaded 
true and was convicted for the fi rst 
degree felony offense of possession 
of a controlled substance. Bautista 
was sentenced to 14 years in the 
Institutional Division of TDCJ.

Bautista, 33 from Corcoran, 
Calif., was arrested by DPS Trooper 
Max Honesto for the offense that 
took place on October 8, 2016 in 
Carson County. Bautista plead to 
an information fi led by the State on 

December 21, 2016.
The state fi led its motion to 

adjudicate on December 16, 2019, 
alleging fi ve violations of commu-
nity supervision.  Bautista pleaded 
true to the allegations.

Pursuant to the plea agree-
ment, Bautista is also required to 
pay a $7,000 fi ne, $336 in court 
costs, and $2,067 restitution.

Eunice Torres Solis pleaded 
true and was convicted for the fi rst 
degree felony offense of possession 
of a controlled substance with intent 
to deliver. Solis was sentenced to 14 
years in the Institutional Division of 
TDCJ.

Solis, 26 from Phoenix, Ariz., 
was arrested by DPS Trooper Max 
Honesto for the offense that took 
place on December 4, 2013 in 

By Ted Harbin, TwisTed Rodeo
 Halfway between Amarillo and 

Childress along US Highway 287 
in the Texas Panhandle are two bill-
boards representing the Clarendon 
College rodeo team. 

One reads: “Home of Wyatt 
Casper, 2016 National Champion 
Saddle Bronc Rider.”

The other: “Home of Riggin 
Smith, 2019 National Champion 
Saddle Bronc Rider.” 

In a town of around 2,000 
people, Clarendon College has an 
enrollment of about 1,100 students 
and two national champion bronc 
busters. They arrived at the small 
school in the small Texas town from 
small communities of their own – 
Smith from the hamlet of Winter-
set, Iowa, which is more than twice 

as big as Clarendon, 
and Casper from Balko, 
Okla., a burg of around 
600 people. 

They’ve made 
names for themselves 
everywhere they’ve 
gone, and this coming 
weekend will test their 
skills on one of the big-
gest national stages 
available at The Ameri-
can, a two-day rodeo that 
will pay out more than 
$2 million Saturday and Sunday at 
AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas. 

“It’s one of the biggest rodeos 
of the year, and only 16 guys get to 
go to it in bronc riding,” said Casper, 
who worked his way through a series 
of qualifying events and last week’s 

semifi nals to advance into the fi nal 
fi eld. “It’s a shot at a million dollars. 
Winning the semifi nals out of 50 
guys is a big deal, too.” 

Yes, it was. At The American 
semifi nals, the 50 qualifi ers each 
rode one horse. The top 10 advanced 

to Sunday’s short go-round, 
and only the top six earned 
the right to compete at “Jerry 
Jones World” in the Dallas-
Fort Worth metroplex. There 
were 10 contestants per event 
that were invited based on 
how they fi nished the 2019 
season; the rest of the fi eld 
advanced through the quali-
fi ers. 

Because of that, Casper 
and Smith are in line to win 
at least a share of the $1 

million side pot. In The American’s 
inaugural year, bareback rider Rich-
mond Champion won the bareback 
riding title and was the only quali-
fi er to win his event. He left Arling-
ton with $1.1 million – $1 million 
for being the qualifying winner, and 

$100,000 for winning the event. 
Last year, three athletes split 

the $1 million side pot. Each earned 
$433,000. All of it is life-changing 
money, and it’s the dream of every 
qualifi er that has earned the right to 
compete in just a few days. 

“This is really a big opportu-
nity that God has blessed me with,” 
Smith said. “If I could win a million 
dollars or part of it, it would mean 
some fi nancial stability for me and 
allow me to help my family out. I 
don’t really worry about too much, 
but you wouldn’t have to worry 
about money for a while.” 

Sometimes it’s nice to just 
dream, but there’s more to it for the 
men from Clarendon. Rodeo is how 
they plan to make the bulk of their 

Chamber social to 
be held Thursday

The Clarendon Chamber 
of Commerce will hold its next 
Business After Hours and its fi rst 
Totally Locally $500 drawing of 
2020 at Cornell’s Country Store 
next Thursday, March 12.

The come-and-go event will 
be held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
and will provide Chamber mem-
bers and prospective members an 
opportunity to learn more about 
what’s happening in the local 
business community. Refresh-
ments will be served. The fi rst ten 
attendees of the After Hours will 
receive a free Mulkey movie pass. 

In addition to learning more 
about what’s happening at Cor-
nell’s, one of the highlights of 
the March After Hours will be the 
Chamber’s Totally Locally draw-
ing. Shoppers can sign up for the 
drawing at 12 local businesses, 
and one lucky person will win 
$500 in Clarendon Cash at the 
After Hours. 

A list of participating busi-
nesses and more information is on 
the ad in this week’s Enterprise.

City aldermen 
okay change 
in pool work

Clarendon Aldermen consid-
ered several agenda items when they 
met in regular session last Thursday, 
February 27.

The council approved Change 
Order #2 on the aquatics center proj-
ect. The change does not change the 
overall price tag of the project but 
reduces the contingency line item 
by $13,647.59 in order to upgrade 
drainage and disinfection systems.

The city council also consid-
ered the furnishings left behind in the 
historic city hall building and agreed 
to leave those items in place for the 
fi re department’s use. They did, how-
ever, decide to sell the antique Coca-
Cola vending machine.

The election scheduled for May 
2 was canceled since all candidates 
were unopposed. 

The council was informed that 
the city attorney has sent a letter 
to the assurity company informing 
them that the city will be holding 
L.A. Fuller & Sons in default of their 
contract on the USDA-funding water 
system improving project. That proj-
ect was supposed to have been com-
pleted in December.

Hedley Church sets 
banquet for seniors

The First Baptist Church of 
Hedley will hold its annual Senior 
Citizens’ Honor Banquet Monday, 
March 9, 2020, in the church Fel-
lowship Hall at 6:00 p.m.  

The banquet is free to all 
area senior citizens in apprecia-
tion for their contributions to their 
communities.  There will be a 
delicious meal of smoked bris-
ket, green beans, baked potato, 
roll, and dessert, plus outstand-
ing entertainment and great fel-
lowship. Everyone is invited for  a 
wonderful evening.

Ragland in concert 
at Mulkey Saturday

Tickets are on sale now for 
Ragland in concert at the Mulkey 
Theatre on Sat urday, March 7, at 
7 p.m.

Gunner Fore and the Inter-
state will be the opening act, and 
doors open at 6:30 p.m.

Ragland is a “red dirt” coun-
try music band from Tahlequah, 
Okla., featuring Autumn Ragland 
and Sam Cox. The band’s Mulkey 
appearance is part of their tour 
promoting their fourth album, 
“More Like a Melody,” which was 
released February 14.

Ragland released their debut 
album in early 2016 titled “Just So 
You Know.” That was followed up 
with two other albums, “Wimber-
ley” in 2017 and “Murphy’s Law” 
in 2018. “More Like a Melody” is 
available everywhere you can fi nd 
music and will also be available 
for purchase at the show.

Tickets to see Ragland at 
the Mulkey are $10 per person 
and are available at the door or in 
advance at the Clarendon Visitor 
Center or online at MulkeyThe-
atre.com. This is a BYOB event 
with no glass containers and no 
large coolers permitted. Conces-
sions will be available.

Also at the Mulkey this 
weekend, “When Harry Met 
Sally” will be shown on the big 
screen Sunday afternoon at 2 p.m.

Principal 
receives 
area honor

Clarendon Elementary Princi-
pal Mike Word has been named the 
Region 16 
TEPSAN of 
the Year by 
the Texas Ele-
mentary Prin-
cipals and 
Supervisors 
Association 
(TEPSA).

T h i s 
annual award 
r e c o g n i z e s 
school leaders for their outstanding 
service to the association. Honorees 
will be recognized at the TEPSA 
Awards Reception Wednesday, June 
17, at the Austin Renaissance Hotel. 

Twenty school leaders across 
the state were named TEPSANs of 
the Year. Award recipients must be 
committed to advancing the princi-
palship and the association, as well 
as serving as a voice for Texas stu-
dents.

“We are grateful for the work 
these leaders do to serve members 
in their communities on behalf of 
the Association. They are integral to 
our success,” said TEPSA Executive 
Director Harley Eckhart. 

 TEPSA, whose hallmark is edu-
cational leaders learning with and 
from each other, has served Texas 
PK-8 school leaders since 1917. 
Member owned and member gov-
erned, TEPSA has more than 5,900 
members who direct the activities 
of more than 3 million PK-8 school 
children.

Riggin Smith Wyatt Casper

CC rodeo champs to ride in The American

Mike Word

Area Champions
The Clarendon Broncos won the Area Championship last Friday at Randall High School when they defeated Farwell, 69-48. As the 
Enterprise went to press Tuesday, Clarendon was preparing to play Gruver in the Regional Quarterfi nal match. Visit Facebook.com/
TheEnterprise for game results.  ENTERPRISE PHOTOS / ELAINA ESTLACK

District court hears seven pleas last week

See ‘CC Rodeo’ on page 8.

See ‘Court’ on page 5.

www.ClarendonLive.com

THE CLARENDON NEWS &               THE DONLEY COUNTY LEADERTHE CLARENDON NEWS &               THE DONLEY COUNTY LEADER

EnterpriseThe ClarendonEnterprise 03.12.2020
��

The Texas Panhandle’s First Newspaper.
Established 1878.

��

THIS WEEK
2 Is facial recognition tech 
getting a little too personal 
today?
3 Organizers plan a trivia 
night at the Burton Memorial 
Library this month.
4 Ragland performs live in 
a concert at Clarendon’s 
Mulkey Theatre.
5 And a local student wins a 
regional award.
All this and much more as The Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!
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Reception to focus 
on pottery students

Pottery from the students of 
the ACE after school art program 
and potter pieces from the artist 
in residence -  Josh Hogge will 
be on display and for sale at the 
Les Beaux Arts Club Reception 
Wednesday, March 11, at 5:00 
p.m. at the First United Methodist 
Church.

The ACE art program for 
the Clarendon High School and 
Junior High students was spon-
sored by Les Beaux Arts Club, 
Clarendon Economic Develop-
ment and J&W Lumber.  

The Clarendon College Bull-
dogs will make their fi rst appearance 
in the NJCAA National Tourna-
ment next week after winning the 
Region V Championship Saturday in 
Abilene. 

Clarendon is the number three 
seed in the national tournament, 
which gets underway next Monday 
in Hutchinson, Kan. The Bulldogs 
have a bye in the fi rst round of the 
tournament and will play at 6 p.m. 
next Wednesday, March 18, the 
winner of the matchup between 
Murray State College out of Tishom-
ingo, Okla., and Cowley College of 
Arkansas City, Kan. 

Pearl River Community Col-
lege from Poplarville, Miss., is 
ranked number one at the tourna-
ment, and Indian Hills Community 
College from Ottumwa, Iowa, is 
ranked number two.

CC’s national tournament game 
will be livestreamed at njcaachamp-
stv.com.

The Bulldogs secured the 
NJCAA Region V title by defeating 
South Plains College of Levelland, 
86-80.

Clarendon took the lead in the 
fi rst half with a 43-34 score at the 
break and held on for victory despite 
being outscored by three points in 
the second half.

Scoring for Clarendon College 
were Jokrol Pal 24, Elijah Gon-
zales 17, Donchevell Nugent 12, 

Chamber to 
name next 
$500 winner 
this Thursday

The Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce will hold its next Busi-
ness After Hours and its fi rst Totally 
Locally $500 drawing of 2020 at 
Cornell’s Country Store Thursday, 
March 12.

The come-and-go event will 
be held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 
will provide Chamber members and 
prospective members an opportunity 
to learn more about what’s happen-
ing in the local business community. 
Refreshments will be served. The 
fi rst ten attendees of the After Hours 
will get a free Mulkey movie pass. 

In addition to learning more 
about what’s happening at Cornell’s, 
one of the highlights of the March 
After Hours will be the Chamber’s 
Totally Locally drawing. Shoppers 
can sign up for the drawing with 
14 local businesses, and one lucky 
person will win $500 in Clarendon 
Cash at the After Hours. 

Participating Totally Locally 
merchants include A Fine Feath-
ered Nest, Broken Road Liqour 
Store, Clarendon Outpost, Country 
Bloomers, Every Nook & Cranny, 
Floyd’s Automotive, Henson’s, J&W 
Lumber, Mike’s Pharmacy, Saye’s 
Tack Store, Speed’s Tire Unlimited, 
Studio E Creative, and Turquoise & 
Rust.

“Totally Locally encourages 
you to step through the door of that 
shop you go past every day,” the 
Chamber says. “Most of all though 
it’s about people who care about 
what they do, what they grow, what 
they make, and ultimately the people 
they sell it to. It’s about buying, 
playing, working, and living Totally 
Locally.”

CHS Class of 1970 
planning reunion

The Clarendon High School 
Class of 1970 will hold its 50th 
anniversary reunion July 3 and 4, 
2020.

Organizers have planned a 
“meet and greet” from 5 to 8 p.m. 
at Pizza Hut on July 3, and the 
class will take part in the parade 
on July 4, enjoy the barbecue, and 
then meet at the senior citizens 
center for supper.

For more information and to 
make sure the class has your con-
tact details, call Beth Waldrop at 
5653-299-8293 or email Cindy 
Lowe Barnett at barnett12212-
chsreunion@yahoo.com. 

St. Mary’s planning 
fi sh fry Friday night

The parishioners of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church are cook-
ing this season and invite every-
one to come join them. On Friday 
nights during Lent they will hold 
Fish Fries from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
in their Parish Hall located on 
the corner of Montgomery and 
McLelland.  

Dates for those upcoming 
fi sh fries are March 13 and 27  and 
April 3.

The fi sh fries are an all-you-
can-eat meal of deep fried fi sh, 
french fries, handmade hushpup-
pies, cole slaw, beans, dessert, and 
a drink.  Dine in or carry out for 
the same price. Adults are $12, 
children $5 and preschoolers eat 
free. College students can eat for 
$10 with a student ID.  All pro-
ceeds go to the Parish Building 
Fund.

A Clarendon College alumni is 
the number one saddle bronc rider in 
the world after winning The Ameri-
can in Arlington Sunday.

Wyatt Casper secured the 
Saddle Bronc Champion title on the 
horse, Get Smart, scoring 91.25 and 
claiming half of the The American’s 
$1 million prize in AT&T Stadium .

The day before, Casper secured 
his spot in the championship round 
with a 91.25-point ride on Onion 
Ring. His total winnings for The 
American came to $600,000.

CC’s rodeo program was also 
represented by sophomore Riggin 
Smith, the current college national 
champion. Smith made the fi nal 
eight round but double grabbed and 
was bucked off, said CC rodeo coach 
Brett Franks.

“He did an outstanding job,” 
Franks said, noting that both Smith 
and Casper met his expectations.

“When you put in the work and 
have the desire, it’s doable,” Franks 
said, “and those two are the most 
devoted I’ve had come through here. 
Both have great futures.”

Although Franks has coached 
both young men, he takes no credit 

for their successes. 
“They did it,” he said. “They 

got to be on the biggest stage in 
rodeo, and he [Casper] got the big-
gest payday in rodeo.”

The cowboys’ performance is 
also a huge boost for CC’s rodeo pro-
gram. Smith rode with the Clarendon 
College logo on his back, and Franks 
said Tuesday he’s already had four 
recruits call him already.

“They saw it and want to be a 
part of it,” he said.

It’s much the same way that 
Smith was attracted to Clarendon 
because of the reputation that Casper 
made while he was riding for CC.

“When you have a dream and 
then visit a place where it’s been 
done, it seems more possible,” 
Franks said. “That’s good advertise-
ment.”

With Casper’s fi nish and 
Smith’s performance, Franks expects 
to have 10 to 15 bronc riders at CC 
next fall, but he emphasizes that his 
program works hard at every event, 
not just saddle bronc riding.

“I gear toward making profes-
sionals and not everyone will make 
that,” he said. “I want to make a 

Da’Vantre Vitor 8, Russell Harrison 
7, Esahia Nyiwe 6, Mark-Anthony 
McReed 5, Emmanuel Gatkek 5, 
and Michael Underwood 2.

Clarendon opened the regional 
tournament with a match up against 
Temple College last Wednesday 
and defeated them soundly, 111-
74, opening with a 61-40 lead at 
the half and continuing that domi-
nation in the second half. Scoring 
were Gonzales 24, Pal 16, Nyiwe 
15, Nugent 13, Harrison 12, Vitor 
8, Underwood 7, Dimitar Pandev 

6, McReed 4, Kobi Johnson 4, and 
Gatkek 2.

Clarendon had previously 
secured the conference title for the 
Western Junior College Athletic 
Conference, and in the opening 
round of the regional tournament, 
all the WJCAC schools won, set-
ting up conference rematches in the 
semi-fi nals and the eventual cham-
pionship.

In the semi-fi nal round, CC 
played New Mexico Junior College 
and posted a 76-67 victory.

The Bulldogs trailed by one 
point at the half, 41-42, but rallied 
after the break to defeat NMJC and 
secure Clarendon’s appearance in 
the championship round. Scor-
ing for CC were Russell Harrison 
17, Elijah Gonzales 14, Jokol Pal 
11, Esahia Nyiwe 10, Emmanuel 
Gatkek 9, Mark-Anthony McReed 
8, Donchevell Nugent 5, Michael 
Underwood 2.

CC has a 29-3 record going 
into next week’s national tourna-
ment. 

well-rounded person… someone 
who will be a great employee or 
a great boss. What it takes to be 
a professional is the same thing it 
takes to be a good employee or a 
good citizen.”

Franks said Clarendon Col-
lege is unique because it’s small.

“The people in this commu-
nity support us well, and that’s a 
big part of what it takes to make 
our kids good people.”

Former CC cowboy wins world title

Former Clarendon College rodeo team member Wyatt Casper rides Get Smart during his title-winning ride at the American this past 
weekend.  PHOTO COURTESY RFD TV / JAKE LINK PHOTOGRAPHY

Clarendon College’s Riggin Smith riding Cross Fire during The 
American last weekend.  PHOTO COURTESY RFD TV / SHELBY CAITLYN PHOTOGRAPHY

Bulldogs win Region V championship

The Clarendon College Bulldogs are the 2020 Region V champions and will play in the NJCAA 
national tournament next week for the fi rst time.  PHOTO COURTESY NJCAA REGION V

Deadline nears for 
federal EQIP funds

The USDA’s -Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) in Texas has announced 
the fi rst funding application 
deadline of April 3, 2020, for the 
Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP). 

If additional fi nancial assis-
tance funds are still available, a 
second funding application dead-
line will be scheduled for May 15.

Producers interested in sign-
ing up for EQIP should submit 
applications to their local USDA 
service center. If already a USDA 
client, a producer can submit 
applications online via Conserva-
tion Client Gateway.

Producers interested in EQIP 
can contact the local USDA ser-
vice center.

Pct. 3 voters 
pick Koetting 
over Wheatly

Donley County Precinct 3 
Republicans chose a new county 
commissioner last Tuesday, favor-
ing challenger Neil Koetting over 
incumbent Andy Wheatly, 104-79.

The position was the only 
competitive local race on the Super 
Tuesday ballots. Koetting faces no 
Democratic challenger in the fall and 
will take over as commissioner in 
January when Wheatly’s term ends.

Also of local interest Tuesday, 
local Republicans favored keeping 
District Attorney Luke Inman on 
the job over his competitor, Bryan 
Denham, 597-126. Inman was also 
favored district wide.

In the 15-person race for the 
Republican nomination for the Dis-
trict 13 congressional seat, Josh Win-
egarner was the favorite of Donley 
County voters with 395 votes and 
Ronny Jackson was second with 
184. Winegarner led district wide but 
did not garner enough votes to avoid 
a runoff with Jackson this May.

Local Democrats favored Greg 
Sagan to be their congressional can-
didate, choosing him 30-24 over Gus 
Trujillo with Timothy Gassaway 
coming in third locally with nine 
votes. Sagan will face Trujillo in a 
May runoff.

Local and statewide Repub-
licans heavily favored nominat-
ing Donald Trump for president 
again with 745 votes, although 35 
local Republicans voted against the 
president in the primary, selecting 
other candidates or choosing to be 
“uncommitted.”

Donley County Democrats 
would prefer to see Joe Biden, 
with 33 votes, as their presidential 
nominee with Bernie Sanders and 
Michael Bloomberg also picking up 
some local support with 15 and 13 
votes respectively.

Members of both parties heav-
ily favored all of their parties’ non-
binding resolutions. 
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The Donley Appraisal District 
is reminding everyone that the dead-
line is approaching to fi le you rendi-
tion forms. 

Almost everyone with personal 
property in the Donley Appraisal 
District has now been mailed rendi-
tion forms.  A “rendition” is a report 
to the appraisal district listing all 
the taxable property you owned or 

controlled on January 1 of this year. 
Complete the listing of your tax-
able personal property and return 
the forms by April 15, 2020.  All 
personal property must be rendered 
each year even if there has been no 
change from the prior year.  You 
should include cars, pickups, trucks, 
RV’s, motorcycles, travel trailers, 
and airplanes.

Renditions must be signed, and 
you may, although it is not required, 
list an opinion of market value.  If 
you give your opinion of your prop-
erty’s value and the appraisal district 
believes the value is higher, you will 
be notifi ed in writing of the higher 
value and told how you can protest 
that value to the appraisal review 
board.

If you own a business, you 
should also render your business 
inventory held for resale, and other 
business related equipment that was 
owned or managed as of January 1.  
Separate rendition forms have been 
mailed to business owners. 

Business owners not fi ling ren-
ditions by the April 15, 2020, dead-
line will be assessed a penalty of 15 

percent.
Property owners needing more 

time to fi le their renditions may 
fi le a written request with the chief 
appraiser on or before April 15 to 
receive an extension to May 15.

File your rendition with the 
appraisal district offi ce at 304 S 
Kearney or mail to PO Box 1220, 
Clarendon TX 79226. 

Disaster declarations have been 
issued by Donley County and the 
City of Clarendon due to the public 
health emergency presented by the 
spread of COVID-19.

As of Tuesday morning, no 
confi rmed cases of the virus had 
been reported in Donley County, 
but six cases were confi rmed in the 
Amarillo area, and one person had 
died from the disease.

In addition to opening up state 
and federal resources, the county 
declaration, which was issued by 
Judge John Howard on Thursday and 
confi rmed by the commissioners’ 
court on Monday, grants the county 

broad authority to close businesses, 
quarantine people, prohibit public 
meetings, and even limit ingress and 
egress to and from the county.

Judge Howard says he is not 
going to use that authority at this 
time, hoping instead that people 
will voluntarily take the precautions 
needed to slow the spread of the dis-
ease.

“The things we are doing now 
will help limit the spread of the dis-
ease before we even know there is a 
case,” Howard said Tuesday. 

Earlier last week, the judge 
had said he did not think churches 
needed to suspend services, but he 

said that advice was now “out the 
window” with the confi rmation of 
cases in nearby Amarillo. 

A list of known church closures 
or postponements are page four of 
this week’s Enterprise.

Howard’s order was in effect 
on its own for seven days, but the 
county commissioners ratifi ed the 
action Monday, which allows it to 
stay in place for up to 60 days.

The City of Clarendon also 
issued a Local Disaster Declaration 
in an emergency meeting last Thurs-
day night in the face of the COVID-
19 threat.

The declaration, which will 

have to be renewed every seven days, 
will help the city access state and 
federal resources as the world con-
tinues to grapple with the pandemic.

The city council also approved 
a Coronavirus Action Plan and trig-
gered Phase 2 with the confi rmed 
cases COVID-19 in Amarillo. Those 
Phase 2 rules includes the following:

The City will reimburse cus-
tomers the $3 convenience fee when 
they pay city bills by credit card. The 
City will discontinue utility discon-
nects. The City will waive late fees. 
The City will not accept cash pay-
ments. The City will provide signage 
at City Hall and Library to inform 

customers of potential closure.
Also on Thursday, Gov. Greg 

Abbott issued an executive order to 
contain the spread of COVID-19 that 
includes closing restaurants and bars 
to dine-in business, closing gyms, 
closing schools, limiting social gath-
erings to 10 people, and banning 
people from visiting nursing homes 
except for critical care.

Complete coverage of Abbott’s 
action can be found here: https://bit.
ly/3906SVL

The Chamber of Commerce has 
posted on its Facebook page a listing 
of local restaurants still serving the 
public with carry-out options.

COVID-19 
postpones 
elections 

Primary runoff elections as well 
as the Clarendon school board elec-
tion have been postponed to help 
mitigate the spread of the COVID-19 
virus, and two other local elections 
may also be postponed.

Governor Greg Abbott last 
week issued a proclamation postpon-
ing the runoff primary election until 
July 14, 2020. The runoff election 
was originally scheduled for May 
26.

Abbott also took action to 
allow local governments to move 
their elections scheduled for May 
2, 2020, to the next general election 
on November 3, 2020. Clarendon 
CISD’s Board of Trustees voted in 
favor of that move during a called 
meeting on Monday night. School 
trustees felt that some senior citizens 
might not vote during a May election 
this year due to the COVID-19 virus.

The Howardwick City Council 
and the Clarendon College Board 
of Regents were also scheduled to 
consider moving their elections this 
week.

The postponement of elections 
serves to help fulfi ll the Governor’s 
recent executive orders mandating 
certain obligation for Texans  that 
are aimed at slowing the spread of 
COVID-19, including the encour-
agement of social distancing. 

Holding elections in May would 
cause the congregation of large gath-
erings of people in confi ned spaces 
and cause numerous election work-
ers to come into close proximity with 
others, the governor’s offi ce said. 
This would threaten the health and 
safety of many Texans. 

 Early voting for the runoff pri-
mary election will begin July 6.

Worship to be held 
Sunday at Sandell

Howardwick Baptist Church 
Pastor Jim Fox announced Tues-
day that plans are being made 
for a community-wide worship 
service to be held at the Sandell 
Drive-In this Sunday at 10 a.m.

Fox said he and several other 
local churches were working 
together on the plan, which would 
have a stage set up near the San-
dell screen with residents being 
able to watch and listen from their 
cars. Musicians from the partici-
pating churches would each take 
a turn delivering a message and 
singing in groups of fi ve or less. 

The audio would be broad-
cast over the Sandell’s FM band 
that is usually used for movies.

“The Lord laid this on my 
heart, and I think our community 
needs it,” Fox said.

Fox said there are three basic 
rules that everyone must follow. 
Everyone must stay in their cars. 
There is to be no honking for 
“Amens.” And there are no bath-
rooms available. 

Clarendon and Hedley students 
will not be attending school until 
at least April 3 following an execu-
tive order from Gov. Greg Abbott 
last Thursday as offi cials across the 
state work to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.

Despite not being able to physi-
cally be in the classroom, students 
still have work to do with lessons 
being prepared and distributed this 
week in the form of digital delivery 
or homework packets or other meth-
ods.

Superintendents of both 
schools had previously announced 
on Wednesday that would suspend 
classes through March 27 before 

Abbott trumped local districts with 
the closure order. School personnel 
moved quickly to fi nd new ways to 
deliver educational materials to their 
students.

“With the rapidly changing 
landscape caused by the COVID-19 
(Coronavirus), we are continuing to 
monitor and make adjustments as 
necessary in order to make educated 
decisions for the students and staff of 
CISD,” Clarendon CISD Superinten-
dent Jarod Bellar said. 

“The health and safety of our 
students, staff, and community are 
our priority as we navigate this dif-
fi cult time.”

Extracurricular activities at 

both schools are still canceled at this 
time, and the University Interscho-
lastic League has also postponed all 
practices and workouts.

“Please know that this deci-
sion does not come lightly,” Hedley 
Superintendent Garrett Bains said. 
“We recognize that this decision will 
cause signifi cant diffi culties for par-
ents.”

Both schools also began offer-
ing food service again on Monday. 
The food service is available for all 
kids up to age 18 whether they are 
enrolled in a Donley County school 
or not even residents of the county.

Clarendon CISD is serving 
breakfast from 7:30 a.m. to 8:00 

a.m., and lunch from 11:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. Breakfast and lunch is a 
grab-n-go option where parents and 
guardians will drive to a designated 
area between the cafeteria and the 
elementary school entrance on W. 
5th Street. 

Parents will not have to get out 
of their car. Clarendon CISD will 
pass out meals based on the number 
of children in the household. 

Clarendon offi cials served 
39 breakfasts and 56 lunches on 
Monday. That number was up to 
112 for breakfast on Tuesday after 
the district began deliveries to How-
ardwick and north of US 287 in 
Clarendon.

Hedley CISD also began food 
service no Monday with deliver-
ies to bus stops in for students in 
Clarendon and Memphis at 10 a.m. 
Parents and guardians who live in 
Hedley can pick up their grab and 
go meals from the school beginning 
at 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. by pulling up 
to the bridge on the east side of the 
school where personnel will bring 
meals to them. 

Clarendon and Hedley will 
also begin distributing instructional 
packets Thursday, March 26. Par-
ents should contact their students’ 
respective campuses if they have not 
already been contacted about this 
process. 

287 in Hedley 
to open Friday

The Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) has 
announced the expected reopen-
ing of US 287 in Hedley by the 
close of business on Friday, 
March 27. 

Final striping will be com-
pleted earlier in the week with the 
traffi c swap to occur at the end of 
the week. 

“Once the new roadway is 
striped for the fi nal confi gura-
tion and all main lanes are open 
to traffi c, locals are encouraged 
to use the new auxiliary lanes for 
turning movements off US 287 at 
Bailey and McDougal Streets,” 
stated Childress District Area 
Engineer Matt Herbstritt. “While 
access to Hedley will be restored 
by Bailey and McDougal Streets, 
the SH 203 intersection will 
remain closed until the drainage 
improvements are fi nalized at that 
location.” 

“Workers will continue to be 
present on site over the coming 
weeks as the contractor fi nal-
izes drainage and illumination 
improvements,” ended Herbstritt. 

For more information, con-
tact TxDOT Public Information 
Offi cer Ginger Wilson at (940) 
937-7288.

Appraisal district now accepting property tax renditions

Schools working to keep providing meals, lessons  

City, county proclaim COVID-19 disasters

Keeping kids fed
Top photo: Clarendon School Cafeteria personnel took to the sidewalk this week to make sure all kids up to age 18 had a free meal 
available for breakfast and lunch. Youngsters don’t even have to be enrolled in Clarendon CISD or be a resident of Donley County 
to take advantage of the program. Bottom photo: Katrina Leeper (right) hands lunches to Scarlet Estlack on Tuesday.  ENTERPRISE PHOTOS

CCISD trustees vote 
to keep paying staff

Clarendon school trustees in 
a called meeting Monday night 
approved a resolution that ensures 
all district employees will con-
tinue to be paid even in the event 
of an emergency school closing.

In the current situation, the 
school is not technically closed 
even though students are not on 
campus. Monday’s move would 
make sure that all district employ-
ees can count on their paycheck 
even if a “shelter in place order” 
or other emergency action was 
taken.

The measure covers all 
employees - contract or non-
contract on salary or paid hourly, 
according to school offi cials.
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Small businesses and certain 
non-profi ts that have been hit hard by 
the economic impact of the COVID-
19 virus may qualify for assistance 
through the Small Business Admin-
istration, and two local banks are 
taking applications for those pro-
grams.

The Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram provides relief to keep work-
ers employed, and Economic Injury 
Disaster Loans are also available to 
those who qualify.

In Clarendon, Herring Bank and 
Pilgrim Bank are currently accept-
ing SBA program applications. The 
Donley County State Bank was not 
yet taking applications Tuesday.
Paycheck Protection Program

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act established last month the new 
$349 billion Paycheck Protection 
Program. The Program will provide 
much-needed relief to millions of 
small businesses so they can sustain 
their businesses and keep their work-
ers employed.

“This legislation provides small 
business job retention loans to pro-
vide eight weeks of payroll and 
certain overhead to keep workers 
employed,” said Treasury Secretary 
Steven T. Mnuchin. “The loans will 
be forgiven as long as the funds are 

used to keep employees on the pay-
roll and for certain other expenses.”

The new loan program will 
help small businesses with their 
payroll and other business operat-
ing expenses. It will provide critical 
capital to businesses without col-
lateral requirements, personal guar-
antees, or SBA fees – all with a 100 
percent guarantee from SBA. All 
loan payments will be deferred for 
six months. Most importantly, the 
SBA will forgive the portion of the 
loan proceeds that are used to cover 
the fi rst eight weeks of payroll costs, 
rent, utilities, and mortgage interest.

The Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram is specifi cally designed to help 
small businesses keep their work-
force employed. Visit SBA.gov/
Coronavirus for more information 
on the Paycheck Protection Program.

Loan Terms & Conditions: 
Eligible businesses: All businesses, 
including non-profi ts, Veterans 
organizations, Tribal concerns, sole 
proprietorships, self-employed indi-
viduals, and independent contrac-
tors, with 500 or fewer employees, 
or no greater than the number of 
employees set by the SBA as the 
size standard for certain industries; 
Maximum loan amount up to $10 
million; and Loan forgiveness if 
proceeds used for payroll costs and 

other designated business operating 
expenses in the 8 weeks following 
the date of loan origination (due to 
likely high subscription, it is antici-
pated that not more than 25 percent 
of the forgiven amount may be for 
non-payroll costs).

All loans under this program 
will have the following identical 
features: Interest rate of 0.5 percent; 
Maturity of two years; First payment 
deferred for six months; 100 percent 
guarantee by SBA; No collateral; No 
personal guarantees; and No bor-
rower or lender fees payable to SBA. 

The Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram is available through June 30,.
EIDL Program

Businesses in the entire State of 
Texas are eligible for the SBA Eco-
nomic Injury Disaster Loan program 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“SBA is strongly committed 
to providing the most effective and 
customer-focused response pos-
sible to assist Texas small businesses 
with federal disaster loans. We will 
be swift in our efforts to help these 
small businesses recover from the 
fi nancial impacts of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19),” said Administrator 
Jovita Carranza.

“Small businesses, private 
non-profi t organizations of any size, 
small agricultural cooperatives and 

small aquaculture enterprises that 
have been fi nancially impacted as 
a direct result of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) since Jan. 31, 2020, 
may qualify for Economic Injury 
Disaster Loans of up to $2 million 
to help meet fi nancial obligations 
and operating expenses which could 
have been met had the disaster not 
occurred,” said Carranza.

Eligibility for Economic Injury 
Disaster Loans is based on the 
fi nancial impact of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19). The interest rate is 
3.75 percent for small businesses. 
The interest rate for private non-
profi t organizations is 2.75 percent. 
SBA offers loans with long-term 
repayments in order to keep pay-
ments affordable, up to a maximum 
of 30 years and are available to enti-
ties without the fi nancial ability to 
offset the adverse impact without 
hardship. 

Applicants may apply online, 
receive additional disaster assistance 
information and download applica-
tions at https://disasterloan.sba.gov/
ela.  The deadline to apply for an 
Economic Injury Disaster Loan is 
December 21, 2020.

For more information, local 
banks can be contacted at the fol-
lowing numbers: Herring Bank, 874-
3556, and Pilgrim Bank, 874-2080. 

Chamber hosting 
virtual Bingo game

The Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce is encouraging people 
to support local merchants with a 
$50 Clarendon Cash virtual bingo 
prize.

Visit ClarendonTX.com/
bingo to see and print the bingo 
card, and then use the same 
address to fi ll out and submit a 
online form to submit your bingo. 

The fi rst winner will be 
announced next Wednesday, April 
15. 

City council to hold 
virtual meeting

The Clarendon City Council 
will hold its regular meeting this 
Thursday, April 9, but it will be a 
meeting unlike any other.

Council members will all 
be at different locations meeting 
online over Skype, and the public 
will be able to follow the meeting 
via the Enterprise Facebook page.  
The meeting will start at 7 p.m. 
and can be access through a link 
at ClarendonLive.com or at face-
book.com/TheEnterprise. 

Greenbelt Lake is 
closed, Kidd says

Greenbelt Water Authority 
has closed recreation at the lake in 
light of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
General Manager Bobbie Kidd 
said this week.

Lakeside Marina is closed, 
and gates on the north side of 
the lake are locked. People with 
leased property at the lake are still 
able to get to their places, but oth-
erwise Greenbelt is closed, Kidd 
said.

No permits will be sold 
through the end of the month, and 
offi ces at the fi lter plant have been 
shut to the public for two weeks 
already. 

Community worship 
to be again Sunday

Community worship will 
again be held at the Sandell Drive-
In this Sunday, April 12, at 10 a.m.

Last Sunday, 120 people and 
eight dogs were at the drive-in 
for the second week of worship. 
Organizers and county offi cials 
say the service is acceptable 
during the county “stay at home” 
order as long as folks stay in their 
cars and only come with members 
of their own household.

Sheriff says 
judge’s order 
to be enforced

Donley County Sheriff 
Butch Blackburn on Monday said 
his offi ce will enforce Judge John 
Howard’s stay at home order and 
urged all citizens to follow it.

“I am urging the public to 
heed this order and not violate it,” 
Blackburn said in a statement.

“This order is for your safety, 
the safety of your family and the 
public. This means no one should 
be at your residence but people 
that live under your roof and you 
should not be at other people’s 
residence.  You should not go 
and have a social gathering such 
as a meal, or cocktail party, with 
others.

“I do not want to have to 
enforce the social distancing 
and stay at home order, but, rest 
assured, I will and my offi ce 
will,” Blackburn continued. “This 
comes with a $1000 fi ne and up 
to 180 days in jail, or both.  I’m 
asking the citizens to please be 
courteous to your fellow citizens 
and abide by this order.  This 
order is for the whole county and 
will be enforced.” 

Donley County residents are now under 
a “stay at home” order took effect Monday 
night, and the number of active cases of 
COVID-19 rose to nine this week.

Judge John Howard issued the order, 
which expires at the end of April, to mirror 
Gov. Greg Abbott’s order last week; but 
unlike the governor, the judge used plainer 
language in telling residents explicitly to 
“stay at home.”

“I think it’s pretty clear,” Howard said. 
“My order is the governor’s order. The whole 
purpose is to tell people to stay at home.”

On Tuesday, Howard’s offi ce reported 
that the total number of local COVID-19 
cases was now at nine, including seven 
cases that tested positive from the Clarendon 
Family Medical Center and two cases that 
tested outside the county. Howard said 
all patients of the local clinic are recover-
ing under self-quarantine at home, but one 
local patient who had tested elsewhere was 
reported to have been hospitalized Sunday in 

Amarillo.
Howard said his medical offi ce had 

tested 34 people for COVID with 18 nega-
tives and nine pending cases Tuesday after-
noon. 

For residents who test outside the 
county, only confi rmed cases are reported 
to the county judge by the state. Pending or 
negative tests involving local residents out-
side the county are unknown.

Clarendon Mayor Sandy Skelton issued 
a “stay at home” order for the city last Thurs-
day, before Howard’s order was signed this 
week. ordered out of an abundance of caution 
due to the increased number of confi rmed 
cases of COVID-19 in Donley County, which 
at that time was a total of three.

City offi cials instructed non-essential 
businesses to close their doors to the public. 

Howard’s order went into effect at 11:59 
p.m. on April 6 and will expire at 11:59 p .m. 
on April 30, 2020, if it is not extended.

The local order, passed under the 

authority of the county’s declared health 
emergency, requires every resident of Donley 
County to “stay at their home or residence 
and limit movements and personal interac-
tion outside the home to only those necessary 
to obtain or provide essential services or to 
conduct essential activities” as explained by 
the governor’s order.

The order also requires residents who 
have been medically advised to isolate or 
quarantine to strictly observe that isola-
tion or quarantine for the entire period until 
medically cleared, and advises residents to 
observe social distancing and other guidance 
from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).

“The observations and guidance I have 
attempted to provide over the past several 
weeks is more important now than ever,” 
Howard wrote in an article for this week’s 
Enterprise. “And it will be necessary for 
us all to be vigilant in the weeks to come. 
These restrictions are necessary to reduce the 
spread of a highly contagious and potentially 

 Following questions posed 
by several residents seeking more 
information about people who have 
tested positive for COVID-19 within 
Donley County, and the Enterprise 
contacted the Texas Department of 
State Health Services (TDSHS) for 
clarifi cation.

Larger cities and counties (the 
City of Amarillo, for example) have 
their own health departments and 
may release more detailed informa-
tion. Many small rural counties like 
Donley, however, do not have their 
own health department, in which 

case that role is fi lled by TDSHS.
One of the most frequently 

asked questions has been which city 
within the county these patients live 
in, but TDSHS does not release that 
information. 

“Epidemiological investiga-
tions are confi dential,” said TDSHS 
Communication Specialist Lyndsey 
Rosales. “Therefore, we only share 
the amount of information that could 
not be used to identify a person. 
DSHS regional offi ces serve many 
counties across Texas, therefore 
we only report at the county-level 

because some jurisdictions are very 
small.”

Residents have also asked 
questions regarding the “contact 
investigation” that is done on each 
COVID-19 patient and when or if it 
might be released the locations these 
patients might have been.

“The investigation can take a 
few days or weeks, depending on 
the complexity of the case,” Rosales 
said. 

“If during the course of the 
investigation it is determined that the 
person may have exposed members 

of the public, the health department 
would notify county offi cials. Those 
offi cials would provide appropriate 
guidance to the public if necessary.”

Local offi cials have also said 
that as the number of cases increases, 
it will likely take the health depart-
ment longer to conduct contact 
investigations.

County Judge John Howard, 
MD, has recommended that every-
one act as though the COVID-19 
virus is everywhere and that every 
public surface is potentially con-
taminated. 

What 
Activities 
Are OK?

The following activities are 
permissible under the Donley 
County order through April 30.

PERSONAL ACTIVITIES 
(while practicing social distancing) 

• Getting groceries, household 
supplies, medicine, gas, work-
from-home supplies, pet and 
livestock supplies

• Going to the doctor’s offi ce 

• Outdoor activities (hiking, 
biking, running, fi shing, hunt-
ing, etc.) while maintaining 
social distance requirements  

ESSENTIAL WORK SERVICES 
(while practicing social distancing)

• Healthcare - hospitals, clinics, 
pharmacies, medical suppliers, 
mental health and veterinary 
care

• Public infrastructure operations 
(water, sewer, gas, electrical, 
oil refi nery, waste, internet, 
telecommunications, defense, 
essential manufacturing) 

• Transportation and related 
repairs

• Government functions (fi rst 
responders, emergency man-
agement personnel, judges 
and court personnel, law 
enforcement)

• School personnel (and families 
leaving home to get schoolwork 
and meals)

• Carry-out and delivery restau-
rants and liquor stores (take-
out, delivery and drive-through 
only)

• Construction (with valid permit)
• Businesses that provide food, 

shelter and social services
• Newspaper, television and 

radio services
• Gas stations and auto services
• Banks, fi nancial institutions and 

real estate transactions
• Hardware stores, home and 

business repair and service 
providers

• Business supplies, mailing and 
shipping services

• Laundromats, dry cleaners and 
related services

• Airport, taxis and private trans-
portation

• Legal and accounting services
• Home-based care, residential 

facilities and shelters
• Funeral homes and related 

businesses
• Childcare facilities that enable 

essential employees to work
• Hotels, motels and shared rent-

als
• Animal shelters, zoos and other 

live animal businesses (no visi-
tors)

• Gun and fi rearm businesses
• Moving services 

ESSENTIAL TRAVEL 
(while practicing social distancing)

• Travel related to essential per-
sonal activities and work ser-
vices (see above)

• Travel to care for elderly, 
minors, dependents, disabled 
or vulnerable persons

• Travel by clergy, travel to funer-
als

• Travel to and from educational 
institutions for materials or 
meals

• Travel to residence
• Travel required by law enforce-

ment or court order 

TESTS CONDUCTED LOCALLY AT 
CLARENDON FAMILY MEDICAL CENTER
TOTAL TESTS (at local clinic) 34
PENDING 9
NEGATIVE 18
CONFIRMED (at local clinic) 7
TESTS CONDUCTED OUT OF COUNTY
CONFIRMED (at other facilities) 2

SOURCE: DONLEY COUNTY JUDGE’S OFFICE

TOTAL CONFIRMED 
DONLEY CO. CASES 9

in DONLEY COUNTY
UPDATED:  APRIL 7, 2020, @ 3:00 a.m. THE CLARENDON ENTERPRISE

Clarendon Family Medical Center is releasing information to the 
county judge’s office on the total number of tests conducted by the 
local clinic, including negative cases. However, if a patient goes to an-
other community to be tested (i.e. Amarillo), only those CONFIRMED 
cases are reported to the county judge’s office by the state. Also, 
reporting on the state website lags several days behind test results.

deadly virus.”
Under Howard’s order and the governor’s 

order, failure to comply can result in a fi ne of up 
to $1,000 or a jail sentence of up to 180 days.

County orders residents to stay at home

Expert panel
Several Donley County offi cials participated in an hour-long news conference last Friday with the Enterprise to answer several reader 
questions about the COVID-19 virus response. Those participating were Physician’s Assistant Devah Pittman, EMS Director Anna 
Howard, County Judge John Howard, Sheriff Butch Blackburn, and editor Roger Estlack. The entire video can still be viewed by going 
to the Enterprise COVID-19 information page on ClarendonLive.com  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / TARA ALLRED

State responds to questions about COVID reporting

SBA assistance available through local banks
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TESTS CONDUCTED LOCALLY AT 
CLARENDON FAMILY MEDICAL CENTER
TOTAL TESTS (at local clinic) 241
PENDING 3
NEGATIVE 200
CONFIRMED (at local clinic) 38
TESTS CONDUCTED OUT OF COUNTY
CONFIRMED (at other facilities) 16
TESTS CONDUCTED BY NAT’L GUARD
CONFIRMED 2
SOURCE: DONLEY COUNTY JUDGE’S OFFICE

TOTAL CONFIRMED 
DONLEY CO. CASES 56
TOTAL DEATHS 1
AS PATIENTS OF LOCAL CLINIC
ACTIVE CASES 1

in DONLEY COUNTY

UPDATED:  SEPT. 15, 2020, @ 11:30 a.m.  THE CLARENDON ENTERPRISE

Court hears 
pleas from 
Hurlbrink

The district court heard two 
pleas from a Clarendon man when it 
met here on Monday, August 31. 

District Attorney Luke Inman, 
along with Assistant District Attor-
ney Harley Caudle, prosecuted the 
cases for the State of Texas, with the 
Honorable Judge Stuart Messer pre-
siding.

David Alexander Hurlbrink, 
52, pleaded guilty and was placed 
on deferred adjudication commu-
nity supervision for six years for the 
enhanced fi rst degree felony offense 
of aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon.

Hurlbrink, from Clarendon, 
was arrested by Donley County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Randy Stubblefi eld 
on May 6.  Hurlbrink pleaded guilty 
to an information fi led by the State 
on July 14.

Pursuant to the plea agreement, 
Hurlbrink is also required to pay a 
$6,000 fi ne to Donley County, $390 
in court costs, a $400 attorney fee, 
and successfully complete 400 hours 
of community service. If Hurlbrink 
violates probation, he could face up 
to 99 years in the Institutional Divi-
sion of the TDCJ.

Hurlbrink also pleaded guilty 
and was placed on deferred adjudi-
cation community supervision for 
six years for the enhanced second 
degree felony offense of unlawful 
possession of a fi rearm.

Hurlbrink was arrested by 
Donley County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Vincent Marasco on November 13, 
2019.  Hurlbrink was indicted by 
a Donley County Grand Jury on 
March 9.

Pursuant to the plea agreement, 
Hurlbrink is also required to pay 
$390 in court costs. If Hurlbrink vio-
lates probation, he could face up to 
20 years in the Institutional Division 
of the TDCJ.

Hurlbrink was previously in 
the news in 2018 as the president 
and founder of Shekinta Minis-
tries, which drew public attention in 
Clarendon for operating an alterna-
tive housing solution for parolees.  

Chuckwagon 
meal tickets 
now available

Tickets are on sale for the 26th 
annual Col. Charles Goodnight 
Chuckwagon Cookoff that will be 
held Saturday, September 26, on 
the grounds of the Saints’ Roost 
Museum.

As one of the few cookoffs 
being held this year, the local event 
is attracting new participants from 
around the country. Sixteen authen-
tic chuckwagons will compete for 
top prizes, and the day will also fea-
ture museum tours, a Western trade 
show, and live entertainment.

Although the Museum itself 
will be closed the day of the event, 
the grounds will be open that morn-
ing, and the meal will be served at 
1 p.m. 

Each wagon prepares an authen-
tic meal over campfi re with prizes 
being awarded in different food cat-
egories. Funds from the event, along 
with donations, allow the Museum to 
operate and provide quality displays, 
make improvements, and maintain 
its aging facilities.

The cost is $20 per plate, and 
tickets are available at Every Nook 
& Cranny or by calling the museum 
at 874-2746.

One generous donor through 
the years has been Sawyer Hay 
Farms, which donates alfalfa hay. 
Dan Sawyer is again making that 
donation, and the 200 square bales of 
hay will be auctioned off September 
26. Those interested in being set up 
to enter a bid can contact any board 
member or call the Museum directly 
at 874-2746. The Museum appreci-
ates Sawyer Hay’s support.

Crops tour set to be 
held September 23

The Donley County AgriL-
ife Crops Tour will be held next 
Wednesday, September 23, start-
ing in Clarendon at Nutrien Ag 
Solutions at 9 a.m.

County Agent Leonard 
Haynes says the tour will look at 
several crop demonstrations and 
followed by a lunch afterwards. 
Three continuing education unit 
(CEU) hours will be offered for 
Private Applicator Licenses in 
conjunction with the tour.

Those interested in attending 
the crop tour are asked to RSVP to 
the AgriLife Extension Offi ce at 
874-2141 by Tuesday, September 
22, at noon. 

HHS homecoming 
rescheduled Oct. 9

Hedley High School 
announced this week that the 
Owls’ Homecoming date has 
changed. Instead of October 1, 
Hedley Homecoming will now 
be Friday, October 9, at 7:00 p.m. 
against Darrouzett. 

King to visit local 
voters next Tuesday

State Rep. Ken King 
(R-Canadian) will visit Clarendon 
on Tuesday, September 22, as part 
of his upcoming tour of House 
District 88 to discuss the upcom-
ing 87th Regular Legislative Ses-
sion.

King will visit with constitu-
ents at the Mulkey Theatre, 108 S. 
Kearney, from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.

The representative will also 
be in Claude the same day at the 
Armstrong County Courthouse 
from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. and in 
Qutaque at Caprock Canyons 
Pavilion from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Rep. King will solicit feed-
back from constituents on issues 
of vital importance to them and 
their communities.

National Nuclear Security 
Administration Administrator & 
Under Secretary for Nuclear Secu-
rity Lisa E. Gordon-Hagerty and 
US Representative Mac Thornberry 
(R-Clarendon) were on hand August 
21 for celebrated milestones at 
Pantex, including the NNSA’s 20th 
anniversary. 

The NNSA is a United States 
federal agency responsible for safe-
guarding national security through 
the military application of nuclear 
science.

“In June you completed the 
W88 Alt 370 First Production Capa-
bility Unit (FPCU) disassembly and 
inspection, which will be analyzed 
and incorporated prior to the start 
of the First Production Unit,” said 
Gordon-Hagerty. 

“Similarly, the B61-12 Life 
Extension Program’s FPCU is tar-
geted for this month. This L-E-P will 
improve the weapon’s safety, effec-
tiveness, and security, and extend its 
service life by at least 20 years.”

Gordon-Hagerty noted that 
in 1999, Congressman Thornberry 
introduced a bill that served as the 

foundation for the NNSA Act that 
was signed into law later that year, 
along with his presence at the cre-
ation when Congress established the 
NNSA. He thanked her for her lead-
ership and the Pantex workforce for 
their efforts.

“I appreciate the leadership at 
Pantex, both the DOE and CNS. And 
the fact that we are able to celebrate 
these milestones today…is a credit 
fi rst and foremost to the workforce 
at Pantex, and to the leadership at 
Pantex.”

During the visit, Thornberry 
received the Administrator’s Dis-
tinguished Service Gold Award. It 
recognizes consistent outstanding 
leadership and sustained achieve-
ments. The Distinguished Service 
Gold Award is the highest honorary 
award granted by NNSA.

“That’s my job is to help do 
their job. Because what they do 
here at Pantex is foundational to 
the national security of the United 
States,” Thornberry said. “It’s so 
important.”

Gordon-Hagerty acknowledged 
the efforts being made at Pantex, 

Colt Parents to hold 
fundraiser Friday

The Clarendon Colt Parents 
organization will host a Mexican 
Pile-On before the Homecoming 
football game Friday, September 
18, in the school cafeteria from 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Due to the COVID-19 situ-
ation, the Pile-On will be served 
to-go style only.  Orders maybe 
called in at 806-570-0667 by 5 
p.m. for curbside pickup. 

The cost of the meal is $7 
per person. 

Sales tax fi gures for Donley 
County municipalities posted 
another strong period when Texas 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar distrib-
uted September allocations last 
week.

Clarendon’s sales tax collec-
tions grew 21.88 percent compared 
to the same month one year ago for 

a total allocation of $40,862.16. 
That brings the city’s calendar 

year-to-date fi gure to $326,514.83, 
an increase of 2.60 percent, and 
put the city is a strong position as 
it closes out its fi scal year at the end 
of this month.

Hedley was up 57.05 percent 
for the month at $676.47, bringing 

its year-to-date fi gure up 6.39 per-
cent at $8,041.71.

Howardwick’s allocation for 
September grew 30.69 percent at 
$1,742.28 and is now up 27.43 per-
cent on the year at $13,510.02.

Statewide, Hegar distributed 
$765.3 million in local sales tax 
allocations for September, 4.5 per-

cent less than in September 2019. 
This month’s allocations to 

local governments are based on 
sales made in July by businesses 
that report tax monthly.

State offi cials say rising 
COVID-19 infection rates in July 
likely suppressed economic activity 
on the state level. 

especially with the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“For two decades now, every 
one of the 50,000 men and women 
of our workforce – to include the 
more than 3,000 employees here at 
Pantex – is making a vital contri-
bution to our national security mis-
sion,” she said. “Although it goes 
without saying that these are not 
‘normal’ times, the current envi-

ronment and your response demon-
strate why we as the NNSA and our 
nation are so very strong.”

While on site, the dignitaries 
also toured a new athletic track 
constructed by the Offi ce of Secure 
Transportation and acknowledged 
Pantex emergency personnel who 
are credited with saving lives of 
victims at accident sites outside of 
Pantex.

The Bronco Court
Clarendon High School 2020 Homecoming candidates are Lillie Dale, Jentrye Bellar, Kaylin Hicks, and Jade Benson. The Homecom-
ing Queen will be crowned during a pre-game ceremony in Bronco Stadium this Friday at 6:30 p.m.   COURTESY PHOTO / ADELITA ELAM

City sales tax up 21.8 percent for September

Thornberry receives NNSA honor at Pantex

Congressman Mac Thornberry speaks during a celebration of milestones at the Pantex Plant near Amarillo recently. During his visit 
there, Thornberry received the NNSA’s highest honor.  COURTESY PHOTO

Lisa E. Gordon-Hagerty, NNSA Administrator and Under Secre-
tary for Nuclear Security, with Consolidated Nuclear Security 
CEO Michelle Reichert and Rep. Mac Thornberry.  COURTESY PHOTO

Lions 5K race to be 
held on October 3

Registration is now open for 
the eight annual Chance Mark 
Jones Roar & Run 5K, which will 
be held Saturday, October 3, at the 
Clarendon Aquatic Center.

Registration costs $25, but 
those who sign up by September 
25 save $5. The race will begin at 
1:30 p.m. Race registrations are 
available at the Clarendon Visitor 
Center at the Mulkey Theatre, at 
the Enterprise, or online at  https://
bit.ly/32tPXcL.
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TESTS CONDUCTED LOCALLY AT 
CLARENDON FAMILY MEDICAL CENTER
TOTAL TESTS (at local clinic) 282
PENDING 6
NEGATIVE 227
CONFIRMED (at local clinic) 50
TESTS CONDUCTED OUT OF COUNTY
CONFIRMED (at other facilities) 21
TESTS CONDUCTED BY NAT’L GUARD
CONFIRMED 2
SOURCE: DONLEY COUNTY JUDGE’S OFFICE

TOTAL CONFIRMED 
DONLEY CO. CASES 71
TOTAL DEATHS 1
AS PATIENTS OF LOCAL CLINIC
ACTIVE CASES 8

in DONLEY COUNTY

UPDATED:  Oct. 6, 2020, @ 4:16 p.m.  THE CLARENDON ENTERPRISE

Word wins 
Lions Club 
annual 5k

Brittney Word and Steven 
McDaniel were the top women’s and 
men’s fi nishers of the eighth annual 
Chance Mark Jones Roar & Run 
5K last Saturday, October 3, at the 
Clarendon Aquatic Center.

Word of Clarendon, age 34, was 
the fi rst to cross the fi nish line with 
a time of 28:01, giving her the best 
overall time, the best woman’s time, 
and best time for those ages 30-39.

McDaniel of , age 65, ran the 
race in 30 minutes, 11 seconds, 
fi nishing before all other men and 
placing fi rst in the 60-69 age group. 

The race sponsored by the 
Clarendon Lions Club to raise 
awareness of child abuse, drew 65 
registrations, and about 30 people 
actually ran or walked the 5K the day 
of the event, which was also attended 
by several spectators, supporters, 
and workers.

The annual Roar & Run 5K 
honors the life of four-year-old 
Chance Mark Jones, who died in 
2011.

Complete results of this year’s 
race are as follows: Top Women’s 
Time – Brittney Word, 28:01; Top 
Men’s Time – Steven McDaniel, 
30:11; 10 and under – 1st Kutter 
O’Keefe, 2nd Matthew Newhouse, 
and 3rd Joshua Jones; Ages 11-19 – 
1st Nathan Estlack, 2nd Caleb Jones, 
3rd Natalie Jones; Ages 20-29 – 1st 
Caitlyn Burrow 52:04, 2nd Kirk 
Haley, and 3rd Shelby O’Keefe; 
Ages 30-39 – 1st Word 28:01, 2nd 
Kevin Cox 33:04, 3rd Heather Hill 
45:19; Ages 40-49 – 1st Andrew 
Brown 32:05, 2nd Scarlet Estlack 
45:55, 3rd Catrina Leeper 52:04; 
Ages 50-59 – 1st Christie Benson, 
2nd Sylvia Zarontz, and 3rd Robin 
McGonigal; Ages 60-69 – 1st 
McDaniel 30:11, 2nd Martha Smith 
44:28, and 3rd Doug Kidd 45:00.

Proceeds from this year’s 
Chance Mark Jones Roar ‘N Run will 
help support the annual charitable 
activities of the Clarendon Lions 
Club, including eyeglasses for local 
school kids, Christmas food baskets 
for local families, scholarships, and 
hosting the area offi ce of The Bridge 
– Children’s Advocacy Center. 

The Clarendon College Rodeo 
team is glad to be back in the arena 
and spent the last two weekends 
competing at Sul Ross and Vernon 
College rodeos and are preparing to 
host the quadrennial Stampede rodeo 
here next week,  October 15, 16, and 
17.

There are 25 members this year. 
In Alpine, the team earned 

enough points to end up 4th in the 
rodeo.  Individual results for the 
rodeo in the Bareback riding follow: 
Cole Franks scored 77 points for 2nd 
place in the long round and 82 points 
in the short round fi nishing 2nd in 
the average while Ricky Williams, 
from Decatur, Ala., was 71 points 
in the long round and 79 in the short 

round and 5th in the average.  
Clarendon College had six 

saddle bronc riders qualify for the 
Top 10 short round.  Brody Wells, 
Powell, Wyoming, scored 77 for 3rd 
in the long round, 77 in the short 
round, and 3rd in the average.  Cole 
Franks was 74 in the long and 70 in 
the short go for 4th in the average.  
Brodie Roessler of Fairview, Alberta, 
scored 67 in the long and 72 in the 
short for 5th in the average while 
Cauy Pennington from Kiowa, 
Colo., scored a 72 in the long go but 
failed to make the whistle in the short 
round.  Danny Cassidy of Meridian 
scored 71, and Trey Elshere from 
Quinn, South Dakota, was 69 in the 
long go, and both were bucked off in 

the short round.
This past weekend in Vernon, 

the team fi nished 2nd and had both 
bareback riders and seven of the ten 
saddle bronc riders qualify for the 
championship round on Saturday 
night.  

In the bareback riding, Ricky 
Williams scored 68 in the long go 
and 59 in the short go for 6th in the 
average while Cole Franks was 75 
in the long go but failed to make the 
eight seconds in the short go.  In the 
saddle bronc riding long round, Cash 
Wilson from Wall, South Dakota, 
placed fi rst with his 80.5 ride; Keene 
Justesen, St. Cloud, Florida, was 2nd 
with a 75; Caleb Newell of Vernon, 
was 3rd with 70 points; Cole Franks 

was 5th with a 69; Brody Wells 
was 68 points for 6th place; Cauy 
Pennington was 7th with a 67 score 
and Gaige Langmaid from Clarence, 
Iowa, took the 10th with a 58.  

The horses had the upper hand 
in the short round with only three 
cowboys making a qualifi ed ride.  
Keene Justesen and Cash Wilson 
were the only Clarendon bronc 
riders to make a qualifi ed ride in 
the short round and fi nished fi rst 
and second respectively. Clarendon 
College men’s team is currently in 
third place in the Southwest region 
behind Tarleton State University and 
Southwest Texas Junior College. 

Clarendon College will host 
the next rodeo on Oct. 15-17 with 

COVID case count 
climbs to past 70

Donley County’s confi rmed 
COVID-19 cases has risen to 
71 this week, according to local 
offi cials.

The Clarendon Family 
Medical Center has had 49 
positive cases since the pandemic 
began with six more tests 
currently pending. The clinic 
reports 227 tests have now come 
back negative for the virus.

Donley County Judge John 
Howard, MD, says the overall 
county fi gure is 71 positives with 
eight  cases under active treatment.

Howard said he wouldn’t 
call the new cases a surge but 
did say that the county is seeing 
a “continued emergence of new 
cases” and said college students 
who test positive for the disease 
are being isolated in a separate 
dormitory. 

“It’s not alarming at this 
point,” Howard said. “The disease 
will continue to spread in our state 
and region.”

Early voting starts 
on next Tuesday

Early voting in the 2020 
elections begins next Tuesday, 
October 13, and local offi cials 
are already seeing a lot of interest 
from the voters.

Donley County Tax Assessor 
Collector Linda Crump reports 
that 349 new registered voters 
have been added to the rolls 
locally for a total of 2,325 people 
who are eligible to cast ballots.

The Donley County Clerk’s 
offi ce also reports increased 
interest in absentee ballots and 
says October 23 is the last day to 
request an absentee ballot. 

The clerk’s offi ce says 
people who plan vote absentee 
need to expect to get multiple 
ballots since there are local 
elections being held in addition to 
the General Election. Clarendon 
College, Clarendon CISD, and 
the City of Howardwick are all 
holding local board elections at 
the same time. 

The Clarendon Lions Club held 
its 98th anniversary Charter Banquet 
last Saturday night, October 3, and 
presented awards during the evening 
as the culmination of Lions Day in 
the city.

Boss Lion Landon Lambert 
presented Lion Scarlet Estlack with 
the Past President’s Award, and Lion 
John Howard was recognized as 
the Lion of the Year for his service 
to the community as its doctor and 
county judge during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Aubrey Jaramillo was formally 
crowned as the club’s Sweetheart for 
the current year. 

District Governor Henry 
Wyckoff spoke about the plans for 
growth in Lionism in the Texas 
Panhandle and also recognized 
Lion Ashlee Estlack for ten years of 
service and Lion Chuck Robertson 
for 15 years of service.

The Boss Lion announced 

a new membership drive as the 
club gets ready for its centennial 
celebration in 2022. Lambert said he 
wants to see the club attract 22 new 
members by 2022.

Those attending this year’s 
banquet were DG Wyckoff, First 
Vice District Governor Jerry 
Whatley and his partner in service 
Lion Cheryl Whatley, Second Vice 
District Governor Roger Estlack 
and his partner in service Lion 
Ashlee Estlack and their children 
Benjamin and Elaina, Boss Lion 
Landon Lambert, Lion Scarlet 
Estlack and Lion Russell Estlack and 
their sons Nathan and Daniel, Lion 
Chuck Robertson and wife Amanda, 
Lion Jacob Fangman, Lion John 
Howard, Lion Pam Hill and guest 
Robert Wallace, Sweetheart Aubrey 
Jaramillo with Mandy Jaramillo 
and Grady Garrett, and Lion Donnie 
Carroll, Boss Lion of the Memphis 
Lions Club.

“God can handle 2020.”
That’s the message that Zach 

Williams hopes music lovers will 
come away with after seeing him 
and Big Daddy Weave, performs 
live on stage at Clarendon’s Sandell 
Drive-In this Friday night, October 
9.

The concert will be the latest 
of the critically acclaimed Drive-In 
Theater Tour series, produced by 
Awakening Events. Tickets are 
available at driveintheatertour.com 
and are sold by the car load (up to 6 
people per car) at $100 per car.

A multiple Grammy Award-
winner, Williams told the Enterprise 
last week that he is excited about 
Friday’s performance and very 

happy to be on the drive-in tour with 
Big Daddy Weave.

“It’s the perfect time of year, 
and we’re having a great time 
together with several performances 
close to capacity,” Williams said, 
who is the singer/songwriter know 
for such hits as “Fear is a Liar” and 
“Chain Breaker.”

The COVID-19 pandemic shut 
down many performers this year, and 
Williams was no different. He was 
fi ve shows into a 40-date concert 
tour when things came to a sudden 
halt.

“When it fi rst happened, I felt 
so worthless,” Williams said, noting 
that he even talked about possibly 
fi nding a new line of work. He 

usually performs 100 to 120 shows 
a year, but had only played six 
shows from Thanksgiving until the 
pandemic hit. It was a test of faith, 
he says.

“The enemy would like to 
creep in,” he said. “But we know 
the enemy is defeated. It’s like God 
saying, ‘Do you really not think I can 
handle 2020?’ God is in every season 
and aspect of life.”

Williams said he’s talked to 
Mike Weaver of Big Daddy Weave 
about this very thing. 

“You’re seeing riots and all 
this stuff right now, but you’re also 
seeing people praying together in the 
streets,” Williams said. “We can be 
a part of something big in all this.”

Williams and Big Daddy 
Weave have performed in 14 drive-in 
theatres this year with another 
16 to go. He says it’s been a great 
experience and a chance to play a 
lot of towns that ordinarily wouldn’t 
get to have concerts like this, and for 
Williams himself it was a fi rst.

“I’m 42 years old, and I had 
never been to a drive-in theatre 
before this tour,” he said. “We had 
the remains of an old drive-in my 
hometown, but it was closed.”

Williams’ connection to Big 
Daddy Weave extends beyond this 
tour and is much more personal. 

Williams grew up in Bono, 
Arkansas, a town of about 1,000 

Zach Williams to perform live at Sandell

Earlier in the day Saturday, 
more than 30 Lions from all over 
the Panhandle assembled at the 
Mulkey Theatre for the District 
2-T1 fall cabinet meeting. The 
meeting began with donuts and 
coffee at 8:30 and concluded with 
a luncheon. Mayor Sandy Skelton 

welcomed the Lions and read a 
proclamation declaring October 3 
as Lions International Centennial 
Celebration Day in Clarendon.

Following the cabinet 
meeting, the Clarendon Lions 
Club held its eighth annual Chance 
Mark Jones 5K Roar & Run.

performances at 7:00 so come out 
and support the Bulldogs. Tickets 
can be purchased in advance for 
$5 at the Clarendon Visitor Center 
or Clarendon College or can be 
purchased at the gate for $10.

Zach Williams

Court of Owls
The 2020 Hedley Homecoming Court members are sophomore Savannah Trent, senior Cara Lambert, senior Kadee McCleskey, 
and senior Emma Lambert. Crowning will be Friday night at 6:30.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / KARI LINDSEY

Lions celebrate 98th anniversary

CC rodeo team scores well at Sul Ross, Vernon

Keene Justesen

Honorees at the annual Lions Club banquet last Saturday night. 
ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ELLA ESTLACK

See ‘Concert’ on page 4.

Abbott, HHSC extend 
Oct. SNAP benefi ts 

Governor Greg Abbott 
today announced that the Texas 
Health and Human Services 
Commission (HHSC) will provide 
approximately $196 million 
in emergency Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) food benefi ts for the 
month of October as the state 
continues to respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

More than 994,000 SNAP 
households will see the additional 
amount on their Lone Star Card 
by October 15. The emergency 
October allotments are in addition 
to the more than $1.2 billion 
in benefi ts previously provided 
to Texans between April and 
September. 

Texans in need can apply 
for benefi ts, including SNAP and 
Medicaid, at YourTexasBenefi ts.
com or use the Your Texas 
Benefi ts mobile app to manage 
their benefi ts.
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TESTS CONDUCTED LOCALLY AT 
CLARENDON FAMILY MEDICAL CENTER
TOTAL TESTS (at local clinic) 507
PENDING 0
NEGATIVE 374
CONFIRMED (at local clinic) 133
TESTS CONDUCTED OUT OF COUNTY
CONFIRMED (at other facilities) 29*
TESTS CONDUCTED BY NAT’L GUARD
CONFIRMED 2
SOURCE: DONLEY COUNTY JUDGE’S OFFICE

TOTAL CONFIRMED 
DONLEY CO. CASES 164
TOTAL DEATHS 1
AS PATIENTS OF LOCAL CLINIC
ACTIVE CASES 30

in DONLEY COUNTY

UPDATED:  Nov. 10, 2020, @ 1:30 p.m.  THE CLARENDON ENTERPRISE

*This number may be higher due to delays in reporting from outside agencies.

Chamber to hold 
meeting this Friday

The Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce will hold its annual 
membership business meeting 
this Friday, November 13, 2020, 
at noon. Refreshments will be 
provided. 

COVID-19 numbers continue 
to rise in Donley County and the 
Panhandle region with no immedi-
ate relief in sight.

The Clarendon Family Medi-
cal Center reported Tuesday after-
noon that 30 active cases are under 
its care, which was up from 28 
Monday and up from 19 one week 
ago.

Also as of Tuesday, the clinic 
has conducted 507 tests since the 
pandemic began with 133 cases 
confi rmed as positive. 

Donley County Judge John 
Howard, MD, said Tuesday that 
there are about fi ve more active 
cases that he is aware of in the 
county, which would bring the over-
all active count up to at least 35. But 
Howard also discussed the diffi culty 

in getting accurate case counts for 
local residents who test outside of 
Donley County.

The judge’s offi ce received a 
state update last Wednesday, but 
the state then retracted the report on 
Friday, saying there had been data 
errors and that a new report would 
be issued that day. Then Howard 
later learned the state offi ce was 
closed on Friday, and he still had no 
update as of Tuesday.

“If someone from Donley 
County tests positive in Amarillo, 
that case is fi rst reported to Potter/
Randall county offi cials, who then 
report it to the state regional offi ce 
in Lubbock, who then are supposed 
to report it to the county and the 
state,” Howard said.

Howard expressed frustration 

with the state reporting system, not 
only for the time lag but also how 
the state is handling the results of 
rapid tests like those now being 
conducted at the local clinic. The 
state, Howard said, will not count 
a positive rapid test as a confi rmed 
COVID-19 case unless it is backed 
up by the more invasive swab test. 

“They will report those as 
‘probable’ or ‘pending,’ but I assure 
you the only way you’re going to 
get a positive rapid test is if in fact 
you have COVID,” Howard said. 
The state’s online dashboard, there-
fore, will not show the same number 
of “confi rmed” COVID cases in 
Donley County as reported in the 
Enterprise, and Howard also said 
the online dashboard of the Chil-
dress Regional Medical Center is 

“in no way offi cial.” 
Regarding the active cases in 

Donley County, Howard calls it a 
“rolling number,” noting patients 
who test positive for COVID-19 
should come off the active list ten 
days after their test unless they are 
still showing symptoms.

“A lot of cases are going 
beyond ten days,” he said.

Howard also said the positivity 
rate for the local clinic in October 
was 34 percent and said three of his 
patients are currently hospitalized.

“From  September 30 through 
November 5, we conducted 225 
tests and had 77 positives,” he said. 
“We’ve had 22 positives in Novem-
ber alone. November 4 and 5, we 
performed 31 tests and had 13 posi-
tives.”

Donley County voters strongly 
backed Kristy Christopher as their 
choice for Tax Assessor Collector 
in the only contested county-wide 
race on last week’s General Election 
ballot.

Running as a Republican, 
Christopher received 968 compared 
to Democrat Tony Dale’s 158 votes. 
Write-in candidate Deedra Keen 

received 44 votes.
Christopher will succeed Linda 

Crump when her term expires at the 
end of this year.

On the presidential ballot, 
Donley voters preferred President 
Trump with 1,438 in favor of his 
re-election compared to 198 who 
preferred former vice president Joe 
Biden, who carried the national pop-

ular vote and appears to have enough 
electoral votes to be the next presi-
dent. Mr. Trump is challenging those 
results in several states,  however. 

Some local voters preferred 
other candidates for president with 
Libertarian Jo Jorgensen getting 11 
votes and one vote going to Howie 
Hawkins.

Republican Ronny Jackson was 

the strong favorite across District 13 
to succeed US Rep. Mac Thornberry, 
who is retiring when his term expires 
in January. 

Jackson received 1,419 votes 
locally compared to 178 for Demo-
crat Gus Trujillo and 29 for Libertar-
ian Jack Westbrook.

Several local candidates were 
unopposed in this year’s general 

election. Those returns include 
County Attorney Landon Lambert 
1,423, Sheriff Butch Blackburn 
1,436, Precinct One Commissioner 
Mark White 340, Precinct 3 Com-
missioner-elect Neil Koetting 344, 
Precinct 3&4 Constable Doug 
Wright 644, District Judge Stuart 
Messer 1,444, and District Attorney 
Luke Inman 1,407.

Voters select 
CC, CCISD, 
H’wick seats

Local voters had their say in 
elections for Clarendon College, 
the Clarendon CISD, and the City 
of Howardwick last Tuesday, which 
were held alongside the General 
Election.

In Howardwick, incumbents 
Mary Grady and Marietta Baird 
were returned to the city council 
with 103 and 86 votes respectively. 
Terry Barnes was also elected with 
100 votes.  Other candidates were 
Jada Murray 78, Shelly Chavira 37, 
and Jeremy Kindle 13.

In the Clarendon College and 
CCISD elections, results became 
confused following election night 
after the Enterprise reported totals 
from the Donley County Clerk’s 
Offi ce. College and school offi cials 
later discovered discrepancies in  the 
vote tallies from the clerk’s offi ce, 
which were later clarifi ed. The dis-
crepancies did not change the out-
come of either election.

In the election for three posi-
tions on the CC Board of Regents, 
President Tex Buckhaults reported 
Guy Ellis was the top vote earner 
with 821 and was followed by incum-
bents Carey Wann 445 and Darlene 
Spier 438. Also running were Debbie 
Thompson 429 and Chris Matthews 
366. The board was meeting to can-
vass and certify those numbers as the 
Enterprise went to press Tuesday.

At Clarendon CISD where 
two positions were available on the 
Board of Trustees, two new faces 
will join the board. Kyle Davis had 
the most votes with 555 followed 
by Chrisi Tucek at 546. Reneé Mott 
also ran and received 520. Superin-
tendent Jarod Bellar says the school 
board will meet Saturday to canvass 
and certify those results.

Panhandle PBS will present 
an online viewing of the new Texas 
Panhandle episode of Two for the 
Road with Nikki and Dusty Green of 
Howardwick  on Thursday, Novem-
ber 12, at 7 p.m.  

Taking place the same night and 
time as the on air premiere of the epi-
sode on Panhandle PBS, the special 
one-hour online “watch party” will 
feature a live chat with Nikki and 
Dusty as they walk viewers through 
some of their favorite Texas Panhan-
dle sights, stories, and stops includ-
ing Caprock Canyons State Park, 
historic Route 66, and a four-wheel-
ing adventure in Palo Duro Canyon.

For an online event link to 
RSVP and join the event, visit pan-
handlePBS.org/presents or Panhan-
dle PBS’s Facebook page.

Texas Panhandle natives, Nikki 
and Dusty Green quit their jobs, sold 
their house, their cars, and all of 

their possessions in 2007 to set out 
to explore the world together. Their 
Emmy-nominated series, Two for the 
Road: Travel, Marriage and the New 
American Dream takes viewers on 
a thrilling journey around the globe 
in search of remarkable experiences, 
spectacular sights, and fascinating 
people through the eyes of a modern, 
married couple. Season Four of Two 
for the Road premiered in October 
on Panhandle PBS.

This online event kicks off 
Panhandle Presents, a content series 
where viewers join a virtual room 
to watch national and local Pan-
handle PBS content while chatting 
with others, sometimes including 
the fi lmmakers themselves! Online 
platforms will include Zoom and 
OVEE (Online Viewing and Engage-
ment Experience.) We hope those 
we serve will enjoy this opportunity 
to connect with fellow community 

Christopher wins tax assessor offi ce

COVID-19 cases continue increasing

Saluting our veterans
Clarendon Elementary students performed a virtual service for veterans Tuesday morning since public services have been can-
celed this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. To view the service, visit Facebook.com/TheEnterprise.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

Panhandle PBS to feature TFTR event Thursday

members, engage in real-time dia-
logue, learn something new, and stay 
safe wherever they are. 

For more information on this 
event, please visit panhandlePBS.

org/presents or call 806-371-5479. 
Two for the Road can be 

watched on select PBS stations 
nationwide as well as Roku and 
Amazon Fire TV. Support for the 

series on Panhandle PBS is provided 
by Texas Dodge and Pantex Federal 
Credit Union. 

For more on the series, visit 
twofortheroad.com

Dusty and Nikki Green host the PBS series “Two for the Road.”

HCHF honoring 
cancer caregivers

Many cancer survivors are 
blessed with special caregivers 
in their lives who help carry the 
burden of their cancer diagnosis. 

In celebration of National 
Caregivers Month, Harrington 
Cancer and Health Foundation 
is shining a light on these excep-
tional individuals who give so 
much of themselves and are often 
overlooked. HCHF is asking the 
community to nominate caregiv-
ers of those who are diagnosed 
with cancer. 

One lucky caregiver will win 
a gift basket with HCHF goodies 
and gift cards including a gift card 
to 575 Pizzeria. HCHF is asking 
for nominations to be sent to 
info@hchfamarillo.org. Include a 
short statement about what makes 
this person a great caregiver. 

Nominations must be sub-
mitted by Tuesday, November 
17, at 5 p.m. The winner will be 
announced Friday, November 20.

Cemetery board to 
host clean-up day

Citizens Cemetery Associa-
tion will hold a Clean Up Day on 
Saturday, November 14, at 9 a.m., 
weather permitting.

Volunteers are needed and 
asked to bring work gloves, shov-
els, hoes, rakes, and wheelbar-
rows to help clean up and beautify 
the cemetery.

That day the association 
will also begin the fi rst phase of 
its effort to erect section mark-
ers throughout the cemetery to 
make locating graves easier for 
visitors. Seventy section markers 
are expected to be installed in the 
coming weeks.

St. Mary’s planning 
Enchilada dinner

St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
will be holding an Enchilada 
Dinner on Sunday, November 
15. This will be a drive-thru only 
event from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Everyone is asked to please 
place orders ahead of time by call-
ing or texting Jacob Fangman at 
806-206-5737. If a pre-order isn’t 
received, only frozen options will 
be available. See the ad on page 8 
for details and food choices.

Is It 
Over 
Yet?
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DONLEY COUNTY STATS

TESTS SUBMITTED
13

POSITIVE CASES
1

NEGATIVE CASES
3

PENDING CASES
9

 DATA FROM THE DONLEY COUNTY 
JUDGE’S OFFICE AS OF MARCH 31, 2020

City enacts 
Phase 3 of 
COVID plan

The City of Clarendon enacted 
Phase 3 of its COVID-19 response 
plan Tuesday afternoon following 
notifi cation that a positive case of 
the disease was confi rmed in Donley 
County that morning.

City Administrator David 
Dockery said City Hall was closed to 
the public and would be operated for 
the time being with a skeleton staff, 
probably just him. Payments may be 
made at the dropbox at the front of 
the building, which will be checked 
daily. The Burton Memorial Library 
will also remain closed.

The city recycling center was 
also closed, but residents may still 
use recycling dumpsters and des-
ignated grass and leaf dumpsters 
around the city. All sanitation ser-
vices will continue although pick up 
times may take longer, Dockery said.

City utility workers will be dis-
patched from City Hall but will be 
home with their city vehicles unless 
they are called out.

Work on the city’s two main 
projects – the aquatics center and the 
USDA-funded water infrastructure 
project – will be suspended. Dockery 
said this decision was due to the fact 
that many of the workers on those 
projects are coming in from areas 
with high COVID-19 infection rates 
such as Dallas and Amarillo.

City offi cials were already con-
cerned about how COVID-19 was 
going to affect the pool and USDA 
projects prior to the confi rmed case 
this week. During last week’s city 
meeting, Dockery told the coun-
cil the aquatics center could face 
issues with getting lifeguards trained 
during social distancing and said the 
USDA project was suffering from 
further delays because the some of 
the contractors workers were not 
showing up due to fears about the 
coronavirus. 

“Everything is happening very 
fast,” Dockery said. “We are learning 
every day, and this is something we 
have never dealt with before.”

City council meetings in the 
near future will be conducted in 
a teleconference method such as 
Skype. Offi cials are still working out 
the details of that out but said they 
would follow the guidance set by the 
state to comply with the Open Meet-
ings Act.

Dockery and Mayor Sandy 
Skelton both said they are not con-
sidering a shelter in place order like 
the one issued in Amarillo at this 
time, but the city is staying in close 
contact with the county judge’s 
offi ce as things move forward.

“From a percentage stand-
point, one case in Donley County is 
a higher percentage than 11 cases in 
Amarillo,” Dockery said. 

Donley County reported its fi rst 
case of the COVID-19 virus Tuesday 
morning, March 31.

Judge John Howard, MD, said 
his medical offi ce received notifi ca-
tion of lab results late Monday night 
showing a positive test for the dis-
ease and pledged that he would be as 
transparent as possible with informa-
tion to protect the community. 

Howard’s clinic Monday night 
notifi ed the patient of the need to 
remain self-isolated and reported the 
test to the state health department.

On Tuesday, the judge urged 
citizens to help stop the disease from 
spreading.

“Now is our window of oppor-
tunity to mitigate the spread of this 
disease in our own community and 
keep it from becoming more deadly,” 
Howard said. “Don’t go out unless 
you have essential work to do.”

As of Tuesday, the state was 
reporting almost 43,000 residents 
had been tested for the disease with 
3,266 of those being positive. Forty-

one Texans had died from the dis-
ease.

Locally, Howard reported that 
a total of 13 people from Donley 
County had been tested for COVID-
19 with one positive, three negative, 
and nine results pending. 

“We ask that citizens of Donley 
County to continue to be diligent in 
their efforts to reduce contact with 
others as much as possible,” Howard 
said. “Please follow the CDC recom-
mendations for social distancing; 
eliminate non-essential activity out-
side your home even if you are well; 
avoid groups of people; practice 
good hand washing and sanitizing 
practices; and if you are feeling ill, 
please stay home and avoid others in 
your home as well.”

Federal law restricted the 
release of specifi c patient informa-
tion, and offi cials did not give any 
information about the patient regard-
ing the person’s gender, age, or place 
of residents other than inside Donley 
County.

“People just need to act like it is 
the person next door,” Howard said. 
“Take those precautions.”

Howard said the patient in 
question is believed to have con-
tracted the virus from community 
spread (person to person contact 
contamination) and has not reported 
any signifi cant travel. 

On Monday the cities of Ama-
rillo and Canyon issued orders call-
ing for their residents to stay at home 
or “shelter in place” in response to 
COVID-19 cases in Potter and Ran-
dall counties. 

Judge Howard did not issue a 
“shelter in place” order for Donley 
County, asking instead for residents 
to continue to follow guidelines 
already outlined for social dis-
tancing. He said he asked for and 
received voluntary compliance from 
beauty shops and barber shops to 
close their businesses after Tuesday 
for public health reasons.

Howard did encourage churches 
to continue to hold services only by 

remote broadcasting, online meth-
ods, or otherwise in consistent with 
established guidelines. He also said 
that while the worship service at the 
drive-in theatre was probably a good 
thing, he encouraged people to only 
ride in cars with their housemates 
and not to travel with friends. 

The judge said that he hopes 
citizens will take the situation nec-
essarily and follow the guidelines 
voluntarily, but he also said that he 
could issue further executive orders 
in the future as necessary.

“This situation is very fl uid and 
changes from day to day,” Howard 
said.

For further information on 
the COVID-19 virus, you can visit 
the Center for Disease Control 
website at: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-nov/index.html. 
For business’ and individuals that are 
concerned: please look at the Interim 
US Guidance for Risk Assessment 
and Public Health Management of 
Persons with Potential COVID-19 

Sunday’s community wor-
ship service at the Sandell Drive-In 
was attended by a large crowd and 
plans are being prepared for an even 
better service this weekend.

Howardwick Baptist Church 
pastor Jim Fox said 150 or more 
people attended the worship service.

“I had 100 bulletins and ran 
out,” he said. “Every car had two 
to four people in it and some dogs 
came, too.”

With most local churches 
having canceled services or relying 
on digital broadcasts, the commu-
nity worship service at the Sandell 
allowed people a way to congregate 
while still staying in their personal 
vehicles. 

A stage was set up in front of 
the drive-in’s big screen, and audio 
was piped through the Sandell’s FM 
broadcast system it typically uses 
for motion pictures.

“It was fantastic, and it’s going 
to be better this week,” Fox said. 
“Mr. [John] Morrow was excellent 
and provided a great facility.”

Fox said Kentucky Fried 
Chicken buckets were available for 
worshippers to drop donation enve-
lopes in with their churches’ names 
written on them, and those funds 
will be distributed to the respective 
churches. 

Worship will be held again this 

Sunday, April 5, at 10 a.m., and Fox 
says he hopes to have fi rst respond-
ers there to have a special prayer 
time for them. 

First United  Methodist pastor 
Buddy Payne will have the opening 
prayer, Fox will have a message on 
2 Chronicles 7:14, Church of the 
Nazarene pastor Allen Posey will 
preach, and Community Fellowship 
pastor Larry Capranica will close 
the service.

CVFD will not offer 
public storm shelter

With tornado season 
approaching, Clarendon Fire 
Chief Jeremy Powell announced 
this week that the Clarendon Vol-
unteer Fire Department will no 
longer provide the basement of 
the Fire Hall as a public storm 
shelter.

Powell said the basement of 
the former city hall building is not 
safely accessible by the general 
public and also is not accessible 
by people with disabilities. Powell 
encourages everyone to plan now 
for what they and their families 
 would do in the event of a severe 
storm. 

Schools to remain 
closed until May 4

Gov. Greg Abbott announced 
Tuesday afternoon that he was 
ordering public schools to remain 
closed until May 4 as the state 
continues to battle COVID-19.

Clarendon and Hedley 
schools continue to work to 
deliver educational materials and 
meals to their students. Clarendon 
Superintendent Jarod Bellar 
reported that CCISD served a 
fi ve-day total of 493 breakfasts 
and 700 lunches last week.

Appraisal District 
closes to public

The Donley County 
Appraisal District announced this 
week that it is closing its offi ce to 
the public due to the COVID-19 
outbreak.

Taxpayers are urged to used 
the drop box at the offi ce for pay-
ments or renditions. 

Call 874-2744 for questions 
or information. The deadline for 
fi ling renditions is April 15 and 
the deadline for fi ling for exemp-
tions is April 30.

Enterprise offi ce 
closes to public

The Enterprise regretfully 
announces that its offi ce will pub-
licly be closed for the time being, 
but personnel will still assist read-
ers and advertisers by phone at 
874-2259 and email at news@
clarendononline.com.

Deadlines for the paper 
remain unchanged, and custom-
ers can also take advantage of 
the drop box by the front door at 
the newspaper for payments or to 
submit news items.

USDA offi ces now 
only open by phone

US Department of Agricul-
ture Service Centers nationwide 
are continuing to conduct busi-
ness but by phone only. Field 
work continues with appropriate 
social distancing as precaution-
ary measures to help prevent the 
spread of coronavirus. 

All Service Center visitors 
wishing to conduct business with 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency, 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, or any other Service 
Center agency are required to call 
to schedule a phone appointment.

For the most current updates 
on available services and Ser-
vice Center status, visit farmers.
gov/ coronavirus.

Exposures.
Howard added that people 

should contact their health care pro-
vider if they have symptoms con-
sistent with the Coronavirus (fever, 
cough, shortness of breath) to deter-
mine if additional evaluation, treat-
ment or testing is appropriate. 

Test confi rms COVID-19 in Donley County

Proper recognition
Howardwick Interim Fire Chief Susie Langford (left) stands Tanis McMorries last Thursday, March 26, after the City of Howardwick 
Volunteer Fire Department unveiled a new sign renaming that community’s park as McMorries Memorial Park. The name honors 
fallen fi reman James McMorries, Tanis’ late husband, who sustained numerous injuries while battling a wildfi re on I-40 on March 
12, 2006, when the vehicle he was driving overturned, sending him and two other volunteer firemen to the hospital. He later died 
on April 9 of that year. Langford said the honor for McMorries was lo ng past due.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

Worship service at Sandell draws large crowd

Helping with the worship service at the Sandell Drive-In last Sunday morning were Chris Wilson, Nancy Fox, Steve Phelps, James 
Miller, and D’Ann Riddle  (not pictured).  COURTESY PHOTO / ERIC RIDDLE
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Accident claims two 
lives at Hedley

Two women lost their lives 
Monday night, January 6, in a two-vehi-
cle accident on US 287 at Hedley.

DPS Sgt. Cindy Barkley said 
Martha Ayala-Garcia of Ft. Worth, age 
30, and Samantha Petters of Arling-
ton, also 30, were pronounced dead at 
the scene by Justice of the Peace Pam 
Mason.

January 15, 2020

Tucek, Ehlert show 
top beef animals

The top animals in the Beef Divi-
sion were exhibited by Koyt Tucek and 
Taylee Ehlert when the annual Donley 
County Junior Livestock Show was held 
last Saturday, January 11, at the Donley 
County Activity Center.

Tucek showed the Grand Cham-
pion Steer, and Ehlert had the Grand 
Champion Heifer.

Other top winners were Mya 
Edwards and her Grand Champion 
Sheep; Kaitin Ehlert with the Grand 
Champion Goat; Maloree Wann and 
her Grand Champion Gilt; and Calder 
Havens with the Grand Champion 
Barrow.

Reserve Champion honors when 
to Grant Haynes, steers; Lane Hinton, 
heifers; Madison Smith, sheep; Laney 
Gates, goats; Maloree Wann, gilts; and 
Harrison Howard, barrows.

January 22, 2020

CC names committee 
to review policies

Clarendon College Regents 
appointed a committee to make policy 
recommendation to the board when they 
met in regular session last Thursday, 
January 16.

CC Interim President Tex Buck-
haults said the committee will be look-
ing at policies related to conflicts of 
interest of board members and other 
issues with the board’s governance 
of the college that is concerning to 
the Southern Association of Colleges 
& Schools Commission on Colleges 
(SACS-COC).

A special SACS-COC commit-
tee is expected to conduct an on-site 
evaluation of the college this spring 
after the accrediting body determined 
last summer that CC had “failed to 
demonstrate compliance” with a core 
requirement and three standards set by 
the agency.

January 22, 2020

Clarendon City Hall 
move starts Friday

The City of Clarendon will begin 
moving this Friday from his historic 
offices to the new City Hall in the 
former Lowe Office Building at 313 S. 
Sully across from the Courthouse

City Administrator David Dock-
ery hopes to complete the move 
Monday, January 27, and says commu-
nication services with the city will be 
disrupted both Friday and Monday as 
the appropriate utility companies make 
the necessary changes. The new City 
Hall is expected to be fully capable of 
receiving calls and emails on Tuesday, 
January 28.

January 27, 2020

TxDOT closes RR 
crossings in Hedley

TxDOT’s Childress District is 
closing all three railroad crossings into 
Hedley from US 287 today. The news 
comes after another fatal accident this 
morning in the highway construction 
zone in that city.

TxDOT says travelers needing to 
access Hedley from US 287 are advised 
to take FM 1260 east of Clarendon then 
take FM 2471 to either FM 1932 or 
State Highway 273. Justice of the Peace 
Pat White also advises travelers coming 
from Memphis can take CR 28 near the 
Giles rest area and then CR W to enter 
Hedley.

January 27, 2020

Childress man dies 
in Hedley accident

A Childress man died in a traffic 
accident in Hedley Monday morning, 
January 27, becoming the third fatality 
in the US 287 construction zone there 
and leading the state agency to close 
crossings there.

Department of Public Safety 
Trooper Kelly Hill said 46-year-old 
Ronald Shane Simpkins was pro-
nounced dead at the scene by Justice 
of the Peace Pat White after his west-
bound service truck collided with an 
eastbound semi-truck driven by Calvin 
Wayne Renfro, 43, of Irving, pulling a 
double trailer.

Hill said an eastbound pickup 
truck pulling a trailer was stopped on 
US 287 preparing to turn north onto 

the Bailey Street railroad crossing and 
another semi-truck was parked behind 
that vehicle. When Renfro came up on 
the stopped vehicles suddenly, he “took 
the wrong evasive action,” Hill said, 
steering to the left into the oncoming 
westbound traffic.

Simpkins, going westbound, 
steered to the right when he saw the 
oncoming semi-truck, and the two vehi-
cles collided in closed lanes which are 
under construction.

January 29, 2020

CC Bulldogs top 
regional poll

The Clarendon College Bulldogs 
are ranked number 10 nationally and 
number one in the region going into 
their home game against New Mexico 
Military Institute this week.

The Bulldogs had climbed as high 
as number six on the National Junior 
College Athletic Association poll before 
slipping back to number 10 this week. 
The Western Junior College Athletic 
Association this week has Clarendon 
number one in the region.

February 5, 2020

Clarendon opens 
new City Hall

The City of Clarendon cele-
brated the opening of its new City Hall 
Monday morning after months of plan-
ning and renovations.

During an open house, the public 
had the opportunity to view the spa-
cious new offices for city officials in the 
building which is formally known as 
the William J. & Helen Lowe Building. 
Located at 313 S. Sully across from the 
Donley County Courthouse, the build-
ing was previously the law offices of the 
late William J. “Bill” Lowe.

City Administrator David Dock-
ery said the new facility provides 3,200 
square feet of space compared to the 
800 square feet of space municipal 
offices occupied in the historic City 
Hall building.

The Lowe Building has been con-
figured to provide a dedicated council 
chamber with a custom built council 
table that should more easily accommo-
date public meetings.

The building also has work and 
conference rooms, and sizeable dedi-
cated offices for the city administrator, 
city secretary, and municipal judge.

February 12, 2020

CC reports lower 
spring enrollment

Spring enrollment figures at 
Clarendon College are down after four 
years of record growth.

CC Interim President Tex Buck-
haults said total enrollment was 1,441 
following the 12th class day last 
Wednesday, a drop of 2.1 percent from 
last spring’s figure.

Head count on the home campus 
in Clarendon dropped nine percent from 
295 to 268, and the count at the Pampa 
Center was down about 19 percent from 
206 to 167.

February 19, 2020

CC, CCISD, H’wick to 
hold spring elections

The Clarendon College District 
will join the Clarendon Consolidated 
Independent School District, and the 
City of Howardwick in holding elec-
tions this spring after additional candi-
dates filed to run last week.

With three seats available on the 
CC Board of Regents, voters have six 
candidates to choose from on the ballot. 
Incumbents Darlene Spier and Carey 
Wann are joined in the race by Guy 
Ellis, Chris Matthews, Jim Shelton, 
and Debbie Thompson. One seat on the 
board is currently vacant following the 
November resignation of Bill Sansing.

Howardwick also has six people 
running for three city council seats. 
Terms of Aldermen Mary Grady and 
Marietta Baird are seeking re-election, 
and challengers are Shelly Chavira, 
Terry Barnes, Jeremy Kindle, and Jada 
Murray. Alderman Johnny Hubbard did 
not file for re-election.

Clarendon CISD’s Board of Trust-
ees has two positions available this year. 
Incumbent Reneé Mott has filed for re-
election, and Kyle Davis and Chrisi 
Tucek are also running. Trustee Weldon 
Sears is not running for another term.

February 19, 2020

Chamber gives top 
honor to Ashcraft

The Clarendon Chamber of Com-
merce recognized Valorie Ashcraft with 
the 2019 Saints’ Roost Award for her 
lifetime of service and commitment 
to the community during the annual 
Chamber Awards Banquet last Thurs-
day, February 13.

Man of the Year honors went to 
Morris Crump, and Jenny McIntosh 
was named the Woman of the Year. 
Best Western Plus Red River Inn was 

named the Business of the Year, and 
Roger Estlack was named the Man of 
the Decade.

February 27, 2020

Peanut growers hold 
annual meeting

The Panhandle Peanut Growers 
Association held their annual meet-
ing at the Quail Community Center on 
Tuesday, February 25.

Peanut broker George Lovatt was 
the keynote speaker, discussing market 
demand and industry outlook. Lovatt 
said demand for US peanuts is grow-
ing slowly on the global market but 
said China continues to be an unreliable 
market.

Lovatt repeated that peanut grow-
ers are “in the cotton business” and 
pointed that the outlook for peanuts 
often depends on the outlook for cotton. 
Trends show that the number of cotton 
acreage is decreasing, particularly in the 
southeast, and that typically leads to an 
increase in peanut acres, he said.

February 27, 2020

CVFD responds to 
two house fires

After two house fires last week, 
Clarendon Fire Chief Jeremy Powell is 
urging all homeowners to install smoke 
alarms.

Powell said in both cases last 
week there were no smoke alarms in the 
house.

“Smoke alarms save lives,” Powell 
said. “If someone can’t afford a smoke 
alarm, please contact either the fire 
department or the Red Cross, and we 
can get that taken care of.”

A family on South Carhart Street 
was lucky to have woken up when a fire 
started in their house at about 3:40 a.m. 
last Monday, February 17.

Powell said the blaze was con-
nected to a window heat pump in the 
home where either the electrical cord 
shorted out or the machine itself some-
how malfunctioned.

March 3, 2020

Broncos win Area 
championship

The Broncos played solid basket-
ball over Farwell last Friday night at 
Randall High, earning a 69-48 win for 
the Area Championship.

Clarendon played with determi-
nation early on, and it paid off big for 
them. They led by 14 at the break and 
continued to ride their momentum until 
the buzzer.

The Broncos shot well from the 
free throw line hitting 12 out of 16, and 
four Broncos finished in double figures. 
Freshmen Sylvester Ballard put in 17, 
Lamarcus Peniger and Jamal Butler 
each helped with 14, and Jmaury Butler 
finished with 12. Jordan Herndon had 
six, Collin Butler added four, and Dono-
van Thompson had two.

March 4, 2020

Koetting defeats 
Wheatly, 104-79

Donley County Precinct 3 Repub-
licans chose a new county commis-
sioner Tuesday, favoring challenger 
Neil Koetting over incumbent Andy 
Wheatly, 104-79.

The position was the only com-
petitive local race on the Super Tuesday 
ballots. Koetting faces no Democratic 
challenger in the fall and will take 
over as commissioner in January when 
Wheatly’s term ends.

Also of local interest Tuesday, 
local Republicans favored keeping Dis-
trict Attorney Luke Inman on the job 
over his competitor, Bryan Denham, 
597-126. Inman was also leading dis-
trict wide.

In the 15-person race for the 
Republican nomination for the District 
13 congressional seat, Josh Winegar-
ner was the favorite of Donley County 
voters with 395 votes and Ronny Jack-
son was second with 184. Winegarner 
led district wide but did not have enough 
votes to avoid a runoff with Jackson.

March 11, 2020

Former CC cowboy 
claims world title

A Clarendon College alumni is 
the number one saddle bronc rider in 
the world after winning The American 
in Arlington Sunday.

Wyatt Casper secured the Saddle 
Bronc Champion title on the horse, Get 
Smart, scoring 91.25 and claiming half 
of the The American’s $1 million prize 
in AT&T Stadium.

The day before, Casper secured 
his spot in the championship round with 
a 91.25-point ride on Onion Ring. His 
total winnings for The American came 
to $600,000.

CC’s rodeo program was also rep-
resented by sophomore Riggin Smith, 
the current college national champion. 
Smith made the final eight round but 
double grabbed and was bucked off, 

said CC rodeo coach Brett Franks.
March 11, 2020 

Bulldogs win Region 
V championship

The Clarendon College Bull-
dogs will make their first appearance 
in the NJCAA National Tournament 
next week after winning the Region V 
Championship Saturday in Abilene.

Clarendon is the number three 
seed in the national tournament, 
which gets underway next Monday in 
Hutchinson, Kan. The Bulldogs have a 
bye in the first round of the tournament 
and will play at 6 p.m. next Wednesday, 
March 18, the winner of the matchup 
between Murray State College out of 
Tishomingo, Okla., and Cowley Col-
lege of Arkansas City, Kan.

The Bulldogs secured the NJCAA 
Region V title by defeating South Plains 
College of Levelland, 86-80.

March 12, 2020

NJCAA postpones 
national tournament

The Clarendon College Bulldogs 
will have to wait a few weeks to play 
in their first ever NJCAA national tour-
nament after the association today post-
poned that event due to concerns about 
the COVID-19 virus.

CC was supposed to have played 
in the DI tournament next Wednesday, 
March 18.

In a statement, the NJCAA said 
it was postponing national champion-
ship events for the upcoming DI and 
DII men’s and women’s basketball 
tournaments. DIII men’s and women’s 
basketball championships, currently 
underway, will work with an expedited 
schedule that will conclude on Friday, 
March 13.

March 12, 2020

CC extends spring 
break, moves online

Clarendon College is extend-
ing spring break, moving most classes 
online, and canceling spring sports in 
extraordinary measures to help mitigate 
the spread of the COVID-19 virus.

In an emergency meeting of the 
Board of Regents Thursday night, col-
lege officials discussed the pandemic in 
terms of the safety of students, staff, and 
the communities CC serves.

Interim President Tex Buckhaults 
said the meeting was prompted by the 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board, which had asked colleges and 
universities to report their plans for 
dealing with the outbreak. Buckhaults 
then presented regents with options 
ranging from compressing the spring 
schedule and finishing the semester ear-
lier to not allowing students to return 
from spring break.

Dr. John Howard addressed the 
board in his capacity as the Donley 
County Judge and Emergency Man-
agement Director as well as a medi-
cal doctor. Howard said there were 23 
confirmed cases in Texas of COVID-19, 
commonly called the Coronavirus, as 
of Thursday with another 100 people 
being tested in the state. He said the 
number of confirmed cases would grow 
by next week, when Clarendon College 
will be off for spring break.

“The effort now is to mitigate the 
spread,” Howard said. “It is spreading 
now and spreads rapidly. This is a novel 
virus. There is no immunity.”

March 18, 2020

No plans yet to let 
school out; STAAR 
tests, UIL canceled

Clarendon and Hedley schools 
have no plans to cancel school as of 
Tuesday, but are feeling the first impact 
of the COVID-19 virus with the can-
celation of UIL competitions and the 
upcoming STAAR testing.

With both schools on spring break 
this week, superintendents said Monday 
they are taking a “wait and see” 
approach before extending the break or 
otherwise canceling classes.

Many schools around the state 
are already taking measures to suspend 
classes amid the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but Clarendon Superintendent Jarod 
Bellar said no one in Region 16 had 
done so as of Monday.

“Right now we aren’t going to 
make a determination on that,” Bellar 
said about a possible school closure. 
“We’re here to educate kids and keep 
them safe, and there won’t be a break 
in that effort.”

Hedley Superintendent Garrett 
Bains said his school was also wait-
ing on any determination to close the 
school.

“As of right now, we’re back to 
school on March 23,” Bains said. “We 
have zero cases [of COVID-19] in the 
Panhandle, and I want those days in our 
pocket for when we need them.”

Bains said he felt certain the virus 
would impact Region 16 schools in 
time.

“I bet we won’t make it to May,” 
he said. “It will touch every county 
eventually.”

March 18, 2020

COVID-19 related 
announcements

Several local businesses and orga-
nizations have this week announced 
postponements or changes in plans for 
the weeks ahead.

The Sandell Drive-In Theatre was 
planning to open for its 2020 season the 
first weekend in April but announced 
last week on its Facebook page that it 
would postpone that opening until fur-
ther notice.

The Mulkey Theatre is continuing 
with its movie this week, but the theatre 
will limit the number of people admit-
ted to the show to 40.

The Saints’ Roost Museum board 
met this week and decided to close the 
museum until March 31 out of concern 
for the health of its volunteers.

The parishioners of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church have postponed their 
Fish Fry nights scheduled for March 
27 and April 3. The church hopes to 
reschedule those events at a later date.

The Friends of the Library has 
postponed its Trivia Night that was 
scheduled Friday, March 27. The group 
plans to host this event in the future, but 
no date has been set yet.

March 18, 2020

COVID-19 fears hit 
local stores

Local businesses are already feel-
ing the impact of COVID-19 even with 
no cases of the virus yet reported in the 
Panhandle region.

Reports from other parts of the 
nation of people stockpiling or hoard-
ing supplies became a reality here late 
last week when people began buying 
up local inventories of toilet paper and 
other goods. Many, if not most, of the 
buyers were from out of town. Several 
told an Enterprise correspondent that 
they were returning from ski trips in the 
Colorado mountains to their homes in 
the Dallas and Houston areas.

Sources told the Enterprise that 
Lowe’s Family Center did more busi-
ness on Friday than it did the day before 
Thanksgiving, which is typically its 
busiest time of the year. Limits were put 
on how many packages of toilet paper 
and paper towels could be bought on 
Saturday. On Sunday those limits were 
extended to most other items in the store 
when biscuits and eggs started flying off 
the shelves. Customers are only allowed 
two of any one item.

Tuesday afternoon, Lowe’s 
shelves were bare of Lysol spray cans 
and sanitizing hand wipes such as 
Clorox wipes. Beans, rice, eggs, milk, 
and bananas were among food items 
that were quickly disappearing from 
store shelves.

On Monday, Dollar General 
released a company statement saying 
it would dedicate the first hour of each 
shopping day to senior shoppers, as 
well as amend store operating hours 
beginning March 17. Clarendon’s 
Dollar General was also hard hit by 
people buying up staple goods.

March 19, 2020

Clarendon, Hedley 
suspend classes

Clarendon and Hedley school 
officials announced Wednesday eve-
ning that they will not allow students 
to return to classes next week follow-
ing the spring break holiday as officials 
work to prevent the spread of COVID-
19.

Superintendents of both schools 
said classes would be suspended 
through March 27, and school person-
nel will be developing ways of deliver-
ing educational materials to students 
going forward. School work will be 
presented in the form of digital delivery 
or homework packets or other methods.

Extracurricular activities at both 
schools are still canceled at this time.

“With the rapidly changing land-
scape caused by the COVID-19 (Coro-
navirus), we are continuing to monitor 
and make adjustments as necessary in 
order to make educated decisions for the 
students and staff of CISD,” Clarendon 
CISD Superintendent Jarod Bellar said. 
“The health and safety of our students, 
staff, and community are our priority as 
we navigate this difficult time.”

“Please know that this decision 
does not come lightly,” Hedley Super-
intendent Garrett Bains said. “We rec-
ognize that this decision will cause 
significant difficulties for parents.”

March 19, 2020
Disaster declarations issued by 

city, county
Donley County Judge John 

Howard has issued a Declaration of a 
Local State of Disaster due to the public 
health emergency presented by the 
spread of COVID-19.

No cases of the virus have yet 
been reported in Donley County, but 
two confirmed cases were reported in 
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Amarillo Thursday evening.
In addition to opening up state and 

federal resources, the declaration grants 
the county broad authority to close busi-
nesses, quarantine people, and prohibit 
public meetings, but Judge Howard says 
he is not going to use that authority at 
this time, hoping instead that people will 
voluntarily take the precautions needed 
to slow the spread of the disease.

Earlier in the week, the judge had 
said he did not think churches needed to 
suspend services, but he said that advice 
was now “out the window” with the con-
firmation of cases in nearby Amarillo.

Howard’s order is in effect on its 
own for seven days, but the county com-
missioners will meet Monday to con-
sider ratifying that order and putting it in 
place for up to 60 days.

The City of Clarendon also issued 
a Local Disaster Declaration in an emer-
gency meeting Thursday night in the face 
of the COVID-19 threat.

The declaration, which will have 
to be renewed every seven days, will 
help the city access state and federal 
resources as the world continues to grap-
ple with the pandemic.

March 25, 2020

Schools continue to 
serve lessons, meals

Clarendon and Hedley students 
will not be attending school through 
at least April 3 following an executive 
order from Gov. Greg Abbott last Thurs-
day as officials across the state work to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Despite not being able to physi-
cally be in the classroom, students still 
have work to do with lessons being pre-
pared and distributed this week in the 
form of digital delivery or homework 
packets or other methods.

Superintendents of both schools 

had previously announced on Wednes-
day that would suspend classes through 
March 27 before Abbott trumped local 
districts with the closure order. School 
personnel moved quickly to find new 
ways to deliver educational materials to 
their students.

“With the rapidly changing land-
scape caused by the COVID-19 (Coro-
navirus), we are continuing to monitor 
and make adjustments as necessary in 
order to make educated decisions for the 
students and staff of CISD,” Clarendon 
CISD Superintendent Jarod Bellar said.

“The health and safety of our stu-
dents, staff, and community are our pri-
ority as we navigate this difficult time.”

Extracurricular activities at both 
schools are still canceled at this time.

March 25, 2020

COVID-19 postpones 
elections

Primary runoff elections as well 
as the Clarendon school board election 
have been postponed to help mitigate the 
spread of the COVID-19 virus, and two 
other local elections may also be post-
poned.

Governor Greg Abbott last week 
issued a proclamation postponing the 
runoff primary election until July 14, 
2020. The runoff election was originally 
scheduled for May 26.

Abbott also took action to allow 
local governments to move their elec-
tions scheduled for May 2, 2020, to the 
next general election on November 3, 
2020. Clarendon CISD’s Board of Trust-
ees voted in favor of that move during a 
called meeting on Monday night. School 
trustees felt that some senior citizens 
might not vote during a May election this 
year due to the COVID-19 virus.

The Howardwick City Council and 
the Clarendon College Board of Regents 

were also scheduled to consider moving 
their elections this week.

March 25, 2020

Worship to be held 
Sunday at Sandell

Howardwick Baptist Church Pastor 
Jim Fox announced Tuesday that plans 
are being made for a community-wide 
worship service to be held at the Sandell 
Drive-In this Sunday at 10 a.m.

Fox said he and several other local 
churches were working together on the 
plan, which would have a stage set up 
near the Sandell screen with residents 
being able to watch and listen from their 
cars. Musicians from the participating 
churches would each take a turn deliver-
ing a message and singing in groups of 
five or less.

The audio would be broadcast over 
the Sandell’s FM band that is usually 
used for movies.

“The Lord laid this on my heart, 
and I think our community needs it,” Fox 
said.

March 25, 2020

CCISD trustees vote 
to keep paying staff

Clarendon school trustees in a 
called meeting Monday night approved 
a resolution that ensures all district 
employees will continue to be paid even 
in the event of an emergency school clos-
ing.

In the current situation, the school 
is not technically closed even though 
students are not on campus. Monday’s 
move would make sure that all district 
employees can count on their paycheck 
even if a “shelter in place order” or other 
emergency action was taken.

The measure covers all employ-

ees – contract or non-contract on salary 
or paid hourly, according to school offi-
cials.

March 25, 2020

287 in Hedley opens
The Texas Department of Trans-

portation (TxDOT) has announced the 
expected reopening of US 287 in Hedley 
by the close of business on Friday, 
March 27.

Final striping will be completed 
earlier in the week with the traffic swap 
to occur at the end of the week.

“Once the new roadway is striped 
for the final configuration and all main 
lanes are open to traffic, locals are encour-
aged to use the new auxiliary lanes for 
turning movements off US 287 at Bailey 
and McDougal Streets,” stated Childress 
District Area Engineer Matt Herbstritt. 
“While access to Hedley will be restored 
by Bailey and McDougal Streets, the SH 
203 intersection will remain closed until 
the drainage improvements are finalized 
at that location.”

March 31, 2020

COVID-19 confirmed 
in Donley County

The Donley County Judge’s office 
announced Tuesday morning that a case 
of COVID-19 has been confirmed in 
Donley County.

Judge John Howard, MD, has 
released the following public notifica-
tion. We will have more information, as 
this story develops.

“My office has received writ-
ten notification from a private lab that 
there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 
(Coronavirus) in a Donley County resi-
dent. I was notified on March 30, 2020, 
and contacted the Texas Department of 
Health per protocol. I want the public to 

be aware that we will be as transparent as 
possible with any necessary information 
that may affect us individually and as a 
community.

April 1, 2020

Schools to remain 
closed until May 4

Gov. Greg Abbott announced Tues-
day afternoon that he was ordering public 
schools to remain closed until May 4 as 
the state continues to battle COVID-19.

Clarendon and Hedley schools 
continue to work to deliver educational 
materials and meals to their students. 
Clarendon Superintendent Jarod Bellar 
reported that CCISD served a five-day 
total of 493 breakfasts and 700 lunches 
last week.

April 1, 2020

City halts pool work
The City of Clarendon enacted 

Phase 3 of its COVID-19 response plan 
Tuesday afternoon following notification 
that a positive case of the disease was 
confirmed in Donley County that morn-
ing.

City Administrator David Dockery 
said City Hall was closed to the public 
and would be operated for the time being 
with a skeleton staff, probably just him. 
Payments may be made at the dropbox 
at the front of the building, which will 
be checked daily. The Burton Memorial 
Library will also remain closed.

The city recycling center was also 
closed, but residents may still use recy-
cling dumpsters and designated grass 
and leaf dumpsters around the city. 
All sanitation services will continue 
although pick up times may take longer, 
Dockery said.

City utility workers will be dis-
patched from City Hall but will be home 

with their city vehicles unless they are 
called out.

Work on the city’s two main proj-
ects – the aquatics center and the USDA-
funded water infrastructure project – will 
be suspended. Dockery said this deci-
sion was due to the fact that many of the 
workers on those projects are coming in 
from areas with high COVID-19 infec-
tion rates such as Dallas and Amarillo.

April 1, 2020

Worship draws large 
crowd to Sandell

Sunday’s community worship ser-
vice at the Sandell Drive-In was attended 
by a large crowd and plans are being 
prepared for an even better service this 
weekend.

Howardwick Baptist Church 
pastor Jim Fox said 150 or more people 
attended the worship service.

“I had 100 bulletins and ran out,” 
he said. “Every car had two to four 
people in it and some dogs came, too.”

April 1, 2020

Second local COVID 
case confirmed

A second case of the COVID-19 
virus has been confirmed in Donley 
County, Judge John Howard reported 
Wednesday afternoon, April 1.

The patient in question was not 
treated or tested locally but was instead 
hospitalized, tested, and discharged in 
Amarillo. Texas Department of State 
Health Services Region One office 
confirmed to Howard that the patient 
received a positive test result.

The patient is medically stable and 
recovering at their residence under medi-
cal quarantine, Howard said.
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Dave Stout
Scotty Lindley

Donald “Donnie” Putman
Mary Ruth Derrick Harlan

Leslie Jean Owens
Nelda Louise McKenzie
James E. “Jim” Robinson

June Topper
Sharon Renee Lowrie

Terry F. Allen
Donna Amanda Lea Dorsett Davis

Sherrie Christine Martindale
Ernie Houdashell

Jerry Horace Green
Kenneth Floyd Carden

Frances Jackson Deyhle
John Lee Stephens

Eugene “Gene” Johnson
Kimberly Dawn Kidwell
Dorothy “June” LaBoon

Bill Anderton
Duane Nichols

Clara Jo Calhoun
Rose Lee Casteel Watson

Earnest Wayne Tubbs
Cheryl Ann Molder Miller

Elizabeth “Libba” Casteel Bohanon
Bradley Leon Braddock

Jacque Tonette “Toni” Martin
Cheryl Bunyan Burch

Jimmy Sullivan
Mary Lou Murff

Jerry Lynn Strawn
Diane Grace Boyle

Shirley Ann Bulman

J.W. Noble
Minnie Viola Eunice Pound Ward

Sue Britten
Adenia “Deenie” Baird

Billie Sue Warren Powers Nivens
Doris Winnifred Braddock

Ruth Raney McAdoo
Syble Lee Ervin Cook

Claudine Pearson Wood
Anderson M. Yarbrough
Emmett Carroll Bobbitt

Janiece “Jan” Noble
Keith R. Milhoan

James “Jimmy” Whitmarsh
Isaac “Ike” Donald Noble

Brenda Kay McAnear Barrett
June Price

Peggy Ruth Carter
Joan Maxine Kidd
Charles Ray Davis

Emmett Carroll Bobbitt
Kathryn Jane’t-N’Daea Louis

Genevieve Britt Caldwell
Phillip Randy Wiggins

Nancy Stanford Shelton
Terry Bernie Bernabe
Jewell Edwards Judd

Su San Jeannette Couch
Todd Randall Phillips

Roger T. Stone
Lola Faye Naylor

Gary Dan Hall
Roger Dale Finch
Charlie Jaramillo

In memory...

2020: ‘Stay at home’ orders issued for COVID
¿Qué Pasa?

Community Calendar
January 1, 2, & 3
Half Brothers • Friday & Saturday 
7:30 p.m. & Sunday 2:00 p.m. • 
Mulkey Theatre

January 1
Broncos v Panhandle • 6:30 p.m. • 
Away

January 5
Lady Broncos v Wheeler • 6:30 p.m. 
• Home

Broncos v Gruver • 6:30 p.m. • Away

Owls v Shamrock • 6:30 p.m. • Away

Lady Owls v WD• 12:00 p.m. • 
Home

January 8
Lady Broncos v Wellington • 6:30 
p.m. • Away

Broncos v Wellington • 8:30 p.m. • 
Away

Owls v Accelerate Christian • 7:15 
p.m. • Home

Lady Owls v Valley • 6:00 p.m. • 
Away

January 12
Lady Broncos v Shamrock • 6:30 
p.m. • Away

Broncos v Shamrock • 8:30 p.m. • 
Away

Owls v Silverton • 7:30 p.m. • Home

Lady Owls v Silverton • 6:00 p.m. • 
Home

January 15
Lady Broncos v Memphis • 6:30 
p.m. • Home

Broncos v Memphis • 8:30 p.m. • 
Home

Owls v Groom• 7:30 p.m. • Away

Lady Owls v Groom • 6:00 p.m. • 
Away

January 19
Lady Broncos v Panhandle • 6:30 
p.m. • Away

Broncos v Panhandle • 8:30 p.m. • 
Away

Owls v Groom• 7:30 p.m. • Away

Lady Owls v Groom • 6:00 p.m. • 
Away

January 22
Broncos & Lady Broncos v Wheeler • 
6:30 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. • Away

Menus
January 4 - 8

Hedley Senior Citizens 
Mon: Creamy mushroom steak, 
mashed potatoes, peas & carrots, 
whole wheat roll, margarine, Emer-
ald pears, iced tea/2% milk.
Tue: Ham & pinto beans, cornbread, 
margarine, spinach, seasoned corn, 
orange pineapple cup, country apple 
crisp, iced tea/2% milk.
Wed: Chicken fried steak, mashed 
potatoes, country gravy, stewed okra, 
seasoned corn, pumpkin square, 
iced tea/2% milk.
Thu: Baked chicken breast, baked 
potato/ sour cream, pineapple tid-
bits, chocolate pudding, iced tea/2% 
milk.
Fri: Crumb topped fish, garlic roasted 
potatoes, peas, margarine, water-
melon, chocolate pudding, iced 
tea/2% milk.

Clarendon ISD
Breakfast 
Mon: No School
Tues: Breakfast taquito, fruit juice, 
fruit, milk.
Wed: Breakfast pizza, fruit juice, 
fruit, milk.
Thu: Cheesy toast, sausage, fruit 
juice, fruit, milk.
Fri: Biscuit & gravy, scrambled eggs, 
fruit juice, fruit, milk.

Lunch
Mon: No School
Tues: Meat & cheese chalupas, 
salsa, beans, cucumbers, rosy apple-
sauce, milk.
Wed: Hamburger, sweet potatoes, 
mixed fruit, cookie, milk.
Thu: Pizza, garden salad, carrots, 
fresh apples slices, milk.
Fri: BBQ on a bun, coleslaw, okra, 
orange smiles, cookie, milk.

Hedley ISD
Breakfast 
Mon: Pancakes, sausage links, fruit 
juice, fruit, milk.
Tues: Breakfast burritos, hash 
browns, fruit juice, fruit, milk.
Wed: Biscuits & gravy, scrambled 
eggs, sausage patty, fruit juice, fruit, 
milk.
Thu: Kolache, yogurt, fruit juice, fruit, 
milk.
Fri: Muffin, bacon, fruit juice, fruit, 
milk.

Lunch
Mon: Chili cheese dog, tater tots, 
carrot coins, mixed fruit, milk.
Tues: Frito pie, potato smiles, beans, 
orange smiles, milk.
Wed: Chicken nuggets, mac n 
cheese, green beans, jello, milk.
Thu: Hamburgers, veggie soup, sea-
soned fries, snowball salad, milk.
Fri: Pizza, salad, corn, pineapple tid-
bits, brownie, milk.

Amarillo Livestock 
Auction

Hauling Available 
Call Keith @ 806-777-8513

Sale Every Monday

Dr. Chad Pearson

806.654.6041
106 S. Kearney • Clarendon, Texas

Each Tuesday: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
www.cowboychiropracticpllc.com

The Big Station
NOW EVEN BIGGER

Listen Live Online

KLSR105.com

Mr. Fix It
Kyle Hill

Minor repairs, odd jobs, and more.

672-8908

April 2, 2020

Third case of COVID-
19 now in Donley

Judge John Howard, MD, 
announced this morning that a third case 
of the COVID-19 virus has been con-
firmed in a Donley County resident.

Howard was notified by the state 
health department that a resident who 
works outside Donley County was tested 
outside of the county and was positive 
for the disease. That person is now in 
self-quarantine at home.

As with the previous two cases, 
Howard said this also appears to be a 
case of “community spread,” which in 
terms of COVID-19 pandemic means 
they could have picked up the virus any-
where. The judge said they could have 
picked it up in our own community or 
in Amarillo or from a gas pump some 
where else.

“I’ve said it before, ‘Consider 
everything you touch to be contami-
nated,’” Howard said.

April 2, 2020

Mayor issues ‘stay 
at home’ order

 Mayor Sandy Skelton has issued 
a “stay at home” order for residents of 
the City of Clarendon effective at 11:59 
p.m., April 2, 2020.

City Hall said the mayor issued the 
ordered out of an abundance of caution 
due to the increased number of con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 in Donley 
County. As of Thursday morning, April 
2, there are three confirmed cases in the 
county.

The order, which expires on April 
30, requires all persons living in the 
city to stay at their place of residence; 
however, all persons may leave their 
residences for essential activities, such 
as working in an essential business or 
performing an essential task like going 
to the grocery store.

The city’s action follows closely 
what Gov. Greg Abbott ordered for the 
entire state on Tuesday.

April 6, 2020

Donley County issues 
‘stay at home’ order

A “stay at home” order for Donley 
County residents will go into effect 
tonight, April 6, 2020, at 11:59 p.m., 
as the number of active local cases of 
COVID-19 rose to seven Saturday.

Judge John Howard issued the 
order, which expires at the end of April, 
following the guidance of Gov. Greg 
Abbott’s order last week; but unlike the 
governor, the judge used plainer lan-
guage in telling residents to stay home.

“I think it’s pretty clear,” Howard 
said.

The local order, passed under the 
authority of the county’s declared health 
emergency, requires every resident of 
Donley County to “stay at their home 
or residence and limit movements and 
personal interaction outside the home to 
only those necessary to obtain or provide 
essential services or to conduct essential 
activities – as elaborated in GA-14.”

The also requires residents who 
have been medically advised to isolate or 
quarantine to strictly observe that isola-
tion or quarantine for the entire period 
until medically cleared, and advises resi-
dents to observe social distancing and 
other guidance from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control (CDC).

April 8, 2020

COVID help available 
through local banks

Small businesses and certain non-
profits that have been hit hard by the 
economic impact of the COVID-19 virus 
may qualify for assistance through the 
Small Business Administration, and two 
local banks are taking applications for 
those programs.

The Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram provides relief to keep workers 
employed, and Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans are also available to those who 
qualify.

In Clarendon, Herring Bank and 
Pilgrim Bank are currently accepting 
SBA program applications. The Donley 
County State Bank was not yet taking 
applications Tuesday.

April 8, 2020

COVID-19 cases rise 
to 13 in Donley Co.

Donley County residents are now 
under a “stay at home” order that took 
effect Monday night, and the number of 
active cases of COVID-19 rose to 13 this 
week.

Judge John Howard issued the 
order, which expires at the end of April, 
to mirror Gov. Greg Abbott’s order last 
week; but unlike the governor, the judge 
used plainer language in telling residents 
explicitly to “stay at home.”

“I think it’s pretty clear,” Howard 
said. “My order is the governor’s order. 
The whole purpose is to tell people to 
stay at home.”

April 9, 2020

City to stream April 9 
council meeting

The City of Clarendon will be live-
streaming its council meeting through 
the Enterprise Facebook page this Thurs-
day, April 9, 2020. The agenda for that 
meeting can be found here and the coun-
cil’s information packet can be found 
here.

April 11, 2020

22 COVID cases in 
Donley County

Donley County Judge John 
Howard, MD, reported Friday evening 
that the one more case of COVID-19 
was confirmed here, bringing the total 
number to 22, but the number of negative 
results also increased.

Out of 66 tests conducted at the 
Clarendon Family Medical Center, 37 
have been negative and two were pend-
ing as of last night. Two of the confirmed 
cases were tested outside of Donley 
County.

Earlier yesterday, Howard also 
confirmed that three people have now 
recovered from COVID-19.

April 15, 2020

City okays new 
contract with sheriff

The Clarendon City Council 
approved a new contract for law enforce-
ment services during the city’s first vir-
tual meeting last Thursday, April 9.

Amid concerns about the COVID-
19 virus, city officials organized their 
regular meeting over Skype, with each 
alderman, the mayor, and other officials 
meeting over webcams and electronic 
devices from their homes or offices.

The meeting was available to 
the public through a live feed on The 
Clarendon Enterprise’s Facebook page.

After several months of negotia-
tions, the city approved a three-year con-
tract with the Donley County Sheriff’s 
Department, which takes effect when 
the current contract expires at the end of 
the fiscal year. The cost of the contract 
is fiscal year 2021 will be $161,182 and 
will increase 1.5 percent each year after 
that. The present contract ran for five 
years and included a 2.0 percent increase 
per year.

April 15, 2020

Eight COVID cases 
now ‘recovered’

Donley County Judge John 
Howard, MD, reported today that eight 
of the 23 confirmed cases of COVID-19 
are now listed as “recovered.”

No new cases of the virus have 
been confirmed since Monday with a 
total of 71 tests having been conducted 
on local patients by the Clarendon 
Family Medical Center. Only two of 
those tests are pending as of today, and 
48 tests have been reported as negative. 
Two local people tested positive at facili-
ties outside of the county.

April 22, 2020

Chase lands Pampa 
man in local jail

A Pampa man is in the Donley 
County Jail this week after leading offi-
cers on a high speed chase from Gray 
County last week.

Sheriff Butch Blackburn said 
Henry Lee Perryman, Jr., was facing 
three felony charges in Donley County as 
well as four additional charges in Gray 
County.

The sheriff said Perryman, age 42, 
fled from Pampa police the afternoon of 
April 13 after violating a court order in 
a domestic situation. The Gray County 
Sheriff’s Office alerted Blackburn’s 
department about the chase as Perryman 
fled on Hwy. 70 in a 2012 GMC Sierra. 
DPS also joined the pursuit, the sheriff 
said.

Anna Howard, left, director of 
Associated Ambulance Authority; 
county Judge John Howard; and Sheriff 
Butch Blackburn appear at a press con-
ference with Roger Estlack, who runs the 
local newspaper.

April 22, 2020

COVID-19 numbers 
improving locally

The spread of the COVID-19 virus 
in Donley County appears to have lev-
eled off in recent days, but Judge John 
Howard, MD, is cautious about being too 
optimistic at this point.

“This is an important week to see if 
we hold a trend of fewer people present-
ing with symptoms,” Howard said. “Our 
efforts to separate people have definitely 
resulted in fewer cases.”

The number of local residents who 
have tested positive for COVID-19 was 
24 as of Tuesday, a net gain of one from 
the week before. There were actually two 
new positives in that timespan, but one 
previously confirmed positive case was 
determined late last week to have resided 
in another county and was removed from 
Donley’s total.

In addition to holding the line on 
new cases, 19 of the 24 positives were 
listed as recovered this week, leaving 
five active cases, and the number of neg-
ative local test results grew to 57.

April 29, 2020

CC rodeo releases 
final standings

Clarendon College’s rodeo team 
was riding high this year before the 
global COVID-19 pandemic brought 
the season to “brutal end,” as coach Bret 
Franks described it.

Franks said the fate of the College 
National Finals Rodeo wasn’t going to 
be determined until May 14 and officials 
had determined that national finals quali-
fiers would be decided by the standings 
at that point.

Unfortunately, the State of Wyo-
ming designated the Casper Events 
Center as a backup to be an overflow 
hospital, and the rodeo was canceled.

“The regular season for our South-
west Region still had four rodeos left 
when we went on lockdown,” Franks 
said. “The men’s team ended up third in 
the regional standings, and the women’s 
team was 14th.”

Clarendon had two national finals 
qualifiers, Riggin Smith in the saddle 
bronc riding and Cole Franks in the 
bareback riding. Cole Franks also led the 
region in All-Around points.

April 29, 2020

Abbott ‘stay at home’ 
order to expire

“Stay at home” orders at the state, 
county, and city levels are expiring at 
11:59 p.m. Thursday, April 30, but life 
won’t be returning to normal while the 
COVID-19 virus remains a threat.

Gov. Greg Abbott on Monday 
issued new standards for Phase One 
reopening the Texas economy and said 
he would let his previous order expire on 
schedule.

Clarendon Mayor Sandy Skelton 
and Donley County Judge John Howard 
said their local orders will also expire to 
follow the governor’s lead.

April 29, 2020

No growth reported 
in COVID-19 cases

Donley County is reporting no new 
cases of COVID-19 as of Tuesday, April 
28, and Judge John Howard, MD, says it 
is safe for the county to adopt Phase One 
of reopening the state economy.

As the Enterprise went to press 
Tuesday, the Clarendon Family Medical 
Center had conducted 89 tests on local 
residents. Sixty-four of those tests have 
been negative, and 20 have been positive 
for COVID-19.

May 6, 2020

Clarendon, Hedley 
plan graduations at 
Sandell Drive-in

Clarendon and Hedley High 
Schools will be holding graduation exer-
cises at the Sandell Drive-In this year as 
the COVID-19 virus continues to impact 
lives and activities.

Clarendon High School graduation 
will be held Friday, May 22, at 8:45 p.m., 
and Hedley’s ceremony will follow on 
Saturday at 8:30 p.m.

Sandell owner John Morrow said 
Hedley reached out first about using 
the drive-in to hold graduation and 
later Clarendon called. Social distanc-
ing requirements designed to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19 are prohibiting 
large gatherings of people in places like 
gyms and auditoriums.

“They are making some really 
good plans,” Morrow said of the two 
school. “It’s gonna be different, but it’s 
better than not having graduation.”

May 6, 2020

Mulkey Theatre will 
reopen this Friday

The Mulkey Theatre will reopen 
this weekend to feature “Trolls: World 
Tour” while following social distancing 
guidelines set out by the state.

Seating will be limited to 25 per-
cent capacity, and the balcony will be 
closed. Patrons will be asked to pay for 
their movie tickets and concessions at the 
ticket window and may come inside as 
their concession order is ready.

May 6, 2020

Negative COVID-19 
tests now number 74

One new case of COVID-19 was 
reported in Donley County last Friday, 
May 1, but the number of negative 
test results has grown to 74 this week, 
according to Judge John Howard, MD.

Clarendon Family Medical Center 
had conducted 95 tests on local residents 
as of Tuesday afternoon. One of those 
remained pending, but 74 were negative. 
Twenty local tests have come back posi-
tive, and five other local residents have 
tested positive at facilities outside the 

county.
“We’re conducting fewer tests 

because we’re not seeing as many sick 
people,” Howard said. “That’s good 
news for us.”

May 6, 2020

Greenbelt Lake open 
for ‘day use’ only

New restrictions are in place this 
week for people visiting Greenbelt Lake 
after the reservoir reopened to a large 
crowd last weekend.

Greenbelt Water Authority General 
Manager Bobbie Kidd said the lake was 
very busy Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
with perhaps as many as 1,500 people 
there on Saturday.

With the COVID-19 virus still 
active in the area, Donley County Judge 
John Howard, MD, asked the lake to 
observe Gov. Greg Abbott’s Executive 
Order GA-18 and to follow the lead of 
state parks, which are operating only 
from dawn to dusk and with no overnight 
camping.

Lake officials say they have been 
following the governor’s orders and also 
say that even though the lake is private 
property, they are complying with the 
judge’s request.

“We feel it is in the best interest of 
Donley County,” the water authority said 
in a statement.

May 13, 2020

Hedley HS announces 
top grads for 2020

Hedley High School has announced 
Perla Carreon and Mica Delos Reyes are 
its top students for the Class of 2020.

Carreon is the Valedictorian and 
has a grade average of 96.67. She is the 
daughter of Elizabeth and Victor Carreon 
and has attended Hedley ISD for six 
years.

The Salutatorian is Mica Delos 
Reyes with an average of 92.03. She is 
the daughter of Bhel and J.B. Alvey and 
moved from the Philippines, transferring 
to Hedley ISD during her sophomore 
year in 2017.
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2020: COVID doesn’t stop July 4

CLARENDON
AGAPÉ CHRISTIAN CHURCH

712 E. 2ND (HWY. 287)
SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M.  • SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M.

ARENA OF LIFE COWBOY CHURCH 
214 S. KEARNEY• PASTORS: BUNK & AMY SKELTON

SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M. • THURS. BIBLE STUDY: 7 P.M.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
US 287 E • 874-3156 • REV. ROB SEALE

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 7 P.M.• WED.: 7 P.M.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
300 S. CARHART • 874-2495 • MINISTER: CHRIS MOORE
SUN. BIBLE CLASS 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M.

SUN. 6 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

CHURCH OF NAZARENE
209 S. HAWLEY • 874-2321 • PASTOR: ALLEN POSEY

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN SERVICE: 11 A.M.
• WED.: 7 P.M.

COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
12148 FM 2162 • 874-0963
PASTOR: LARRY CAPRANICA 

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED. COMMUNITY KIDZ 5:30 P.M. 

WED. ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 6 P.M. 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
120 E. THIRD ST.  • PASTOR: KEN MCINTOSH

SUNDAY SERVICE: 5 P.M.

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
4TH ST. & HWY. 70 SOUTH • PASTOR: JOSHUA LOWRANCE 

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:40 A.M. 
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M.  • SUN. YOUTH: 5:00 P.M.

WED. BIBLE STUDY: 6:30 P.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
300 BUGBEE AVE. • 874-3833 • REV. LANCE WOOD 

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:55 A.M. 
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • KID’S ACTIVITIES: WED. 6 P.M. 

YOUTH STUDY: WED. 7 P.M.
COLLEGE MINISTRY: WED. 9 P.M.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FOURTH & PARKS  • LAY PASTOR: NANCY RUSS  

FELLOWSHIP: 10:30 A.M. 
SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
420 S. JEFFERSON •  874-3667 • PASTOR STEPHANIA 
GILKEY • SUN. SERVICE: 11:00 A.M. • SUN. SCHOOL: 

9:45 A.M. • YOUTH PROGRAM: 6:00 P.M.

JESUS NAME APOSTOLIC CHURCH
720 E. MONTGOMERY • 205-1149 • REV. 874-2078 REV. 

CALVIN BURROW  
SUN. SERVICES: 3 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

BODY OF CHRIST MINISTRIES:
501 S. MCCLELLAND • PASTOR: R.W. ELLERBROOK  

SATURDAY: 6 P.M. • SUNDAY DISCIPLESHIP CLASS: 9:30 
A.M. SUN.: 10:30 A.M.  • SUN. LIFE GROUP: 4:30 P.M.

WED.: 6:30 P.M.

CHRIST’S KIDS OUTREACH MINISTRY:
416 S. KEARNEY • JANET CARTER • 874-2007 SUN. 

BREAKFAST 9:30 A.M. • SUN. PRAISE & WORSHIP 10 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:30 A.M. • WED.: 5 P.M.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
301 S. PARKS ST. • 874-2511 • REV. JIM AVENI SECOND 

SUNDAY SERVICE: 11 A.M.

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
MONTGOMERY & MCCLELLAND 

FR. AROKIA RAJ SAMALA
SUN. MASS 11 A.M.

ST. STEPHENS BAPTIST CHURCH
300 N. JEFFERSON ST. • PASTOR: ROY WILLIAMS

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M. 
WED.: 7 P.M. (WEATHER PERMITTING)

TRUE CHURCH OF GOD & CHRIST
301 N. JEFFERSON  • ST. PASTOR: JEFF RILES

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M. 
WED.: 7 P.M.

HEDLEY
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

110 E. SECOND ST. • MINISTER: STEWART MESSER 
SUN. BIBLE CLASS: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M. 

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7:30 P.M.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
300 N. MAIN ST. • PASTOR: STAN COSBY

SUN. SERVICE: 11:00 A.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
210 N. MAIN ST. • 856-5980 • PASTOR: BRUCE HOWARD 

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN.: 11 A.M. & 6 P.M.
WED.: 7 P.M.

HOWARDWICK
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

235 RICK HUSBAND BLVD. • 874-3326 • REV. JIM 
FOX

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:45 A.M. 
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 6 P.M.

OLD PATHS PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
HEREFORD LANE AT HWY 70 • 673-1770  

3RD SUNDAYS - DON MARTIN  • 4TH SUNDAYS - DON 
WATSON 

SERVICES: 10:30 A.M.

MARTIN
MARTIN BAPTIST CHURCH

US 287 W 
SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

BRICE
BRICE DELIVERANCE TABERNACLE

PASTOR: LOUIS BENNETT
SUNDAY: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M.

WED.: 6 P.M.

SPONSORED BY

ROBERTSON FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

COUNTRY BLOOMERS 
FLOWERS & GIFTS

WALLACE MONUMENT 
CO.

MCKINNEY MOTOR CO.

3-H ALL NATURAL BEEF

CLARENDON FAMILY
MEDICAL CENTER

J&W LUMBER

PILGRIM BANK

For corrections or 
additions, call 

the Enterprise at:

874-2259

Worship
  DIRECTORYLOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
HEATING • VENTILATION • AIR-CONDITIONING

806-277-9766
TACLB00107779E

Joey & Brenda Lee
Lee’s Insurance

PO Box 189 • Clarendon, Texas 79226

806.874.2130

HOME • AUTO • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

 

Mike’s
PHARMACY

Hwy 287 West • Clarendon, Texas

Your
Friendly
Pharmacy
From prescription 
medicine to vitamins, 
we provide everything 
you need, along with 
best wishes for a 
speedy recovery. 

Brandon Frausto, 
PHARMACIST

Call 874-3554 or Toll Free 800-766-2089

Mon - Fri

Shonda’s Snack Shack

Shonda Snack Shack
Tuesday- Tacos

@ Call & Place Your Order Ahead of  Time
806.822.0271

11 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m. 

Wed. Evening - Chicken Fried Steak

11 a.m. - 2 p.m. & 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Or until food runs out

Check Facebook for more specials!

5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Or until food runs out

806.662.4687 www.StudioECreative.design

design & marketing 

Need help with your business’ marketing? Let 
us help you align your strategy with your goals!

Social Media Management
Marketing & Strategy

Traditional Media
Graphic Design

Photography
Announcements & Invitations

Marketing & 
Strategy

May 20, 2020

CHS names top grads 
for Class of 2020

Clarendon High School has 
announced the Valedictorian and Saluta-
torian for the Class of 2020 are Harmond 
Drenth and Trenton Smith.

The Salutatorian for CHS is Trent 
Smith, son of David and Buffie Smith. 
He has a weighted GPA of 5.776.

The Valedictorian for this year’s 
graduating class is Harmond Drenth. He 
is the son of Tanya Bell and Jade Drenth 
and has a weighted GPA of 5.86.

May 20, 2020

New COVID case 
reported here Monday

One new positive case of COVID-
19 has been reported in Donley County, 
according to Judge John Howard, MD.

Speaking Monday morning, 
Howard said the state had tested about 
4,000 people in area meat packing plants 
with 1,111 positive cases reported after-
ward. One of those is a Donley County 
resident, Howard said.

Also on Monday, the judge said the 
Texas National Guard was in Clarendon 
to test more than 40 residents at the local 
nursing home as well as the staff at that 
facility. If any of those tests come back 
positive, the judge will be notified.

May 20, 2020

Two CHS seniors earn 
college degrees

Harmond Drenth and Trenton 
Smith, members of the Clarendon High 
School Class of 2020, received their 
Associate’s in Science degrees from 
Clarendon College on May 8, meaning 
these gentlemen graduated from college 
before high school.

The young men are the top gradu-
ates of the CHS Class of 2020 and are 
the first Clarendon seniors to earn their 
associate’s degrees from Clarendon Col-
lege before graduating from high school.

The majority of their college work 
was completed for free thanks to the 
Dual Credit Peak Scholarship, which is 
an agreement between Clarendon Col-
lege and Clarendon CISD.

May 27, 2020

CC exempted from 
state spending cuts

Clarendon College was exempted 
from state funding cuts last week when 
top Texas officials told agencies to find 
ways to slash spending.

Gov. Greg Abbott, Lieutenant Gov. 
Dan Patrick, and House Speaker Dennis 
Bonnen last Wednesday sent a letter 
directing state agencies and institutions 
of higher education to each submit a 
plan identifying savings that will reduce 
respective general and general revenue 
related appropriations by five percent for 
the 2020-2021 biennium.

The letter specifically exempted the 
state’s 50 community colleges, which 
effectively preserved about $135,000 
in state funds for Clarendon College, 
according to Interim President Tex Buck-
haults.

“The state comptroller had previ-
ously said the budget was safe through 
December, but then we began hearing 
that we could see a cut between five and 
25 percent,” Buckhaults told the Enter-
prise.

May 27, 2020

Buckhaults lone 
finalist to lead CC

Clarendon College Regents named 
Interim President Texas D. Buckhaults as 
the lone finalist for the college’s top job 
during their regular meeting last Thurs-
day, May 21.

Board Chairman Tommy Waldrop 
said at the meeting that the college must 
now wait 21 days under state law before 
hiring Buckhaults officially as presi-
dent. Waldrop said regents could meet in 
closed session next month to “hash out” 
any questions and details of a contract.

Buckhaults told the Enterprise the 
21 days is considered a “cooling off” 
period by the state and allows time for 
community members and faculty to raise 
any questions or concerns about the 
appointment.

Regents originally named Buck-
haults as “part time interim president” 
on November 27 and then met again on 
December 9 to name him the “full time 
interim president.”

According to a statement on the 
college website, Buckhaults has been 
with CC for 21 years and has served 
in the following positions: Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs, Executive 
Vice President of Academic & Student 
Affairs, Vice President of Student Ser-
vices, SACSCOC Accreditation Liaison, 
Director of Institutional Research and 
Title III, and various other positions.

May 27, 2020

CC receive s $930k 
from CARES Act

Clarendon College is receiv-
ing $929,717 from the CARES Act for 

expenses related to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Interim President Tex Buckhaults 
reported the funding to the Board of 
Regents during their regular meeting last 
Thursday.

CC has been approved for the 
funding in three parts, he said. The first 
is $442,844 for students, and CC has 
identified 362 students who are eligible 
for the funding. The college is working 
to contact all of those individuals so they 
can apply before the deadline at the end 
of this month. CC will then begin award-
ing the funds in the first two weeks of 
June.

The second part of funding is 
institutional, Buckhaults said, and totals 
$442,843. Of that CC has already tapped 
about $157,000 for dorm and meal plan 
refunds for the spring semester. The col-
lege also plans to use part of that fund-
ing for scheduling software to reduce the 
need for students to stand in line for reg-
istration and financial aid, improved wifi 
capabilities, an improved text messaging 
system, and other expenses.

The third part totals $44,030 and 
can be used for “strengthening the insti-
tution.” Buckhaults told the Enterprise 
that money has not been designated for 
a specific purpose yet.

May 27, 2020

Donley graduates’ 
awards total $373k

Donley County high school gradu-
ates for 2020 received $373,414 to 
further their education, according to 
announcements made by Clarendon and 
Hedley high schools during commence-
ment exercises last weekend.

Clarendon High School seniors are 
eligible for or have received $371,414, 
and the total for Hedley seniors is $3,000.

June 3, 2020

Shields steps down 
from senior center

After 13 years, Mary Shields will 
be stepping down as the program direc-
tor of the Donley County Senior Citizens 
Center this Friday, June 5.

The incoming director, Denise Ber-
trand, says a come and go reception for 
Shields will be held Friday between 9:00 
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. for everyone who 
would like to come wish her well.

June 10, 2020

Sandell Drive-In to 
open this weekend

The Sandell Drive-In will open its 
2020 season this Friday and Saturday, 
June 12 and 13, with Twister and The 
Wizard of Oz showing as a double fea-
ture.

The Sandell has been making 
adjustments to their concession stand 
to safely serve customers during the 
COVID-19 situation.

June 10, 2020

One new COVID-19 
case here last week

Donley County’s total number of 
confirmed COVID-19 cases rose to 27 
last week.

County Judge John Howard, MD, 
reported to the Enterprise last Thursday 
that he had been notified by state officials 
that a local individual was tested positive 
in Pampa on May 23.

June 17, 2020

Sandell to screen 
Garth Brooks concert

Clarendon’s Sandell Drive-In is 
just one of only 300 drive-ins across 
North America that will host a Garth 
Brooks concert event on June 27 that will 
be streamed onto the big screen.

The concert will be created exclu-
sively for this event, making this a once 
in a lifetime experience, and will be the 
largest ever one-night show to play at 
outdoor theaters across the United States 
and Canada.

Sandell owner John Morrow is 
busy this week working to increase the 
drive-in’s capacity from 300 vehicles to 
more than 500 in anticipation of an enor-
mous crowd.

“Because of COVID-19, this is all 
happening,” Morrow said, referring to 
social distancing guidelines and restric-
tions on seating capacities in stadiums 
and auditoriums. “More events will be 
coming this summer, including video 
events like this as well as future live con-
certs.”

June 17, 2020

COEA confirms rodeo 
as part of celebration

Plans for the 2020 Saints’ Roost 
Celebration continue to shape up with 
rodeo officials giving final approval to 
that event Monday night.

Clarendon Outdoor Entertainment 
Assn. President Alex McAnear said the 
COEA meeting “went well, and we are 
on go.”

June 24, 2020

Garden tour to 
benefit Christ’s Kids

Folks with or without green thumbs 
are invited to join the Donley County 
Garden Club’s first annual Tour of Gar-
dens this Sunday, June 28, from 3 to 5 
p.m. to benefit the Christ’s Kids Minis-
try.

A total of six family gardens are 
on the tour for this inaugural event, and 
Judy Thomas says she and her fellow 
club members have two main goals with 
the benefit tour.

July 1, 2020

Mayor issues letter 
to allow July 4 events

Clarendon Mayor Sandy Skelton 
issued a letter last Friday authorizing 
local Saints’ Roost Celebration activities 
this weekend following the latest execu-
tive order of Gov. Greg Abbott.

The governor took several steps 
to respond to rising COVID-19 cases 
around the state, including closing bars 
and banning most public gatherings 
of 100 people or more. Rodeos were 
exempted, however, and Abbott allowed 
other events to proceed with the permis-
sion of local authorities.

July 1, 2020

National Guard to 
hold COVID testing

The Texas National Guard will 
hold a local drive-thru COVID-19 testing 
at Clarendon College on Tuesday, July 
14, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., according 
to Donley County Judge John Howard, 
MD.

Those wishing to be tested for the 
coronavirus will need a valid ID (such as 
a driver’s license) and are urged to call 
ahead to get a testing time.

July 1, 2020

Clarendon welcomes 
visitors to festivities

Clarendon is set to welcome visi-
tors to the 143rd annual Saints’ Roost 
Celebration this Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday, July 2, 3, and 4.

The coronavirus pandemic has put 
most area July Fourth celebrations on 
hold this year, but the Panhandle’s oldest 
will still move forward this weekend.

Clarendon Outdoor Entertainment 
Association’s Junior Rodeo scheduled 
for Thursday night, July 2, and the 
Ranch Rodeo on Friday and Saturday 
nights, July 3 and 4, will be limited to 
50 percent capacity with social distanc-
ing encouraged. All rodeo events will 
go on as usual, except for the dances 
afterward. COEA will also proceed with 
the usual kids’ events, including the calf 
scrambles.

July 2, 2020

Abbott orders face 
coverings

Donley County will not seek an 
exception to Gov. Greg Abbott’s new 
order requiring Texans to wear face cov-
erings to control the spread of COVID-
19, according to County Judge John 
Howard, MD.

Abbott issued the new order on 
Thursday, July 2, which requires people 
to wear a face covering over the nose and 
mouth when inside a commercial build-
ing or space open to the public, or when 
in an outdoor public space, wherever it is 
not feasible to maintain six feet of social 
distancing.

The order goes into effect at 12:01 
p.m. on July 3 and applies to all Texas 
counties. Counties with 20 or fewer 
active COVID-19 cases can submit a 
form to opt out of the mask order, but 
Judge Howard said he will not do so at 
this time.

“We are participating in a public 
health effort, and this is one of the best 
things we can do to stop the spread of 
COVID-19,” Judge Howard said.

July 8, 2020

Latigo Ranch wins 
annual rodeo again

History repeated itself when the 
Latigo Ranch took top honors for the 
Clarendon Outdoor Entertainment Asso-
ciation’s annual Ranch Rodeo last Friday 
and Saturday.

Winning for the second year in a 
row, Latigo’s scores beat out 19 other 
local and regional ranch rodeo teams as 
working cowboys put their skills to the 
test as part of the 143rd annual Saints’ 
Roost Celebration. The team was made 
up of Jacob Gudgell, Wesley Gudgell, 
Treston Gudgell, Zane Peters, and Levi 
Molesworth.

The Heck & Detwiller team team 
finished second with Cody Heck, Chad 
Detwiler, Jodi Padilla, Kale Lane, and 
Ian McDonald; and the IC Cattle team 
was third with Randy Crump, Tanner 
Hart, Jared Stoker, Jayton McWright, 
and Wesley Gudgell.

The Top Hand for the rodeo was 
awarded to Randy Crump, and the Top 
Horse award was won by Casey Jo 
Lewis.
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2020: Local woman dies from COVID
July 8, 2020

Enthusiastic crowd 
enjoys July Fourth

An enthusiastic crowd gathered at 
the Donley County Courthouse last Sat-
urday, July 4, to enjoy the activities of 
the 143rd annual Saints’ Roost Celebra-
tion.

Few masks were seen despite the 
governor’s order to wear one the day 
before, but people did largely respect 
social distancing.

Vendor booths were spread out all 
over the courthouse lawn to avoid crowd-
ing, and barbecue was served “to go” 
style as organizers did their best to cel-
ebrate safely in the face of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

July 15, 2020

City addresses 
concerns at town hall

The Clarendon City County held a 
town hall meeting at the Mulkey Theatre 
Monday night to address several con-
cerns and questions raised by citizens on 
social media.

More than 60 people attended the 
meeting in person, and as many as 115 
were watching a live stream of the event 
on the Enterprise’s Facebook feed.

Mayor Sandy Skelton called the 
meeting to order and read introductory 
comments designed to address most of 
the concerns or comments that had been 
raised online. 

July 15, 2020

Jackson defeats 
Winegarner

Following Tuesday night’s primary 
run off elections, Republican Ronny 
Jackson will face Democrat Gus Trujillo 
this November for the 13th Congressio-
nal seat being vacated by US Rep. Mac 
Thornberry of Clarendon.

The overall district winners mir-
rored the local results. Jackson was the 
choice of Donley County Republicans 
329-272 over Josh Winegarner. Local 
Democrats favored Trujillo 20-5 over 
Greg Sagan.

July 22, 2020

Six new cases of 
COVID-19 confirmed

Six new cases of COVID-19 were 
reported by local officials in Donley 
County this week.

Donley County Judge John 
Howard, MD, said testing of 86 people 
by the Texas National Guard last Tues-
day resulted in two positive cases.

Howard noted that these were 
asymptomatic people who tested posi-
tive.

July 22, 2020

CC employees to see 
raises in new budget

Most Clarendon College employ-
ees will receive a raise following action 
taken by the Board of Regents at its regu-
lar meeting last Thursday, July 16.

Regents approved approximately 
$114,500 in total raises, funded by a $7 
per hour increase in tuition the board 
approved in February, according to Pres-
ident Tex Buckhaults.

Under the pay increase plan, col-
lege employees making less than $14.50 
per hour will receive a one dollar per 
hour increase. Employees making above 
that will receive a three percent increase. 
Employees who have just been recently 
hired or who have recently received a 
raise as a result of a promotion or title 
change will not see an increase under the 
plan, according to the president.

July 22, 2020

Casting Crowns 
draws record crowd

The Sandell Drive-In is planning 
another big concert event on July 25 after 
this past weekend’s Casting Crowns per-
formance drew an enormous crowd to 
Clarendon.

Drive-in owner John Morrow esti-
mates that about 1,000 people came to 
see the Christian band on stage Saturday 
night. The Clarendon Chamber of Com-
merce handed welcome bags to 196 cars, 
and most cars had four to six people each 
with most of those coming from out of 
town.

Country music star Blake Shelton 
headlines this Saturday’s on-screen con-
cert with special appearances by Gwen 
Stefani and Trace Adkins.

July 29, 2020

Regents name 
Shelton to board seat

The Clarendon College Board of 
Regents appointed James Shelton to fill 
a vacant position on the board during a 
called meeting last Friday, July 24.

The appointment puts Shelton in 
the seat formerly held by Lon Adams, 
who resigned earlier this month with two 
years left on his term.

Shelton had filed to run for the 

board in February for this year’s elec-
tion, which was originally scheduled for 
May but was rescheduled for November 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

July 29, 2020

Deal would privatize 
city trash services

Clarendon city officials are work-
ing towards a deal that would privatize 
municipal sanitation services while pre-
serving local jobs and saving money.

Mayor Sandy Skelton and Brandon 
Brown of Diversified Waste Management 
say the goal is to provide a transition so 
smooth that customers will not even real-
ize there has been a change. That will be 
accomplished in large part, Brown says, 
by the city’s sanitation workers becom-
ing employees of Diversified Waste.

July 29, 2020

Morrow drops bid for 
county office

Tammy Morrow has withdrawn her 
candidacy for Donley County Tax Asses-
sor/Collector, according to the local 
Republican Party.

County Party Chairman Bill Word 
said Monday that Morrow withdrew 
her candidacy earlier this month, and 
Morrow expressed her regret at stepping 
down.

August 5, 2020

Woman dies after 
battle with COVID

An elderly local woman has died 
while battling the COVID-19 virus, and 
two new cases of the disease have been 
confirmed in Donley County this week.

A family member of Eunice Ward 
told the Enterprise they have not been 
given an official cause of the July 28 
death of the 97-year-old Hedley resident 
but said she had been living at home with 
family and doing well for her age before 
she was hospitalized June 27 and tested 
positive for COVID-19.

“I think it’s safe to say that it put 
her on a downward spiral,” Ward’s 
daughter-in-law Carole Ward said.

August 5, 2020

Local schools to 
re-open Aug. 13

Clarendon and Hedley schools are 
moving forward with plans to welcome 
students back next Thursday, August 13, 
while working to keep kids safe amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

School officials say they are doing 
their best to follow state guidelines, 
which have been constantly changing, 
as well as staying in contact with Donley 
County Judge John Howard, MD, to 
make sure they are in compliance with 
what is expected.

August 12, 2020

Sandell to host 
Metallica on screen

Get ready rock fans! Metallica is 
coming to the big screen at Clarendon’s 
Sandell Drive-In on Saturday, August 29, 
for a unique concert experience.

Tickets will go on sale to the gen-
eral public this Friday, August 14, at 
ticketmaster.com/encore-metallica for 
what will be Metallica’s first return to 
the stage since September 2019.

Also appearing on the concert will 
be special guest Three Days Grace.

August 19, 2020

Hedley defends sale 
of maintainer

The Hedley City Council answered 
criticism about the sale of a 56-year-
old city maintainer during their regular 
meeting last Thursday, August 13.

“There are a lot of rumors going 
around, and we want to put those to rest,” 
Mayor Carrie Butler said.

The council voted in June to sell 
the maintainer for $3,000 to Tule Creek 
Ranch, the mayor said, and “there has 
been an uproar about it.”

Some residents have criticized 
the city for not taking bids or propos-
als for the maintainer and for selling it 
to a relative of a city employee. Butler, 
however, had opinions from four differ-
ent attorneys – three from Texas Munici-
pal League in addition to the city’s own 
attorney, James Shelton – stating that the 
sale was proper and legal.

August 26, 2020

Three-way race now 
for tax assessor

Donley County voters will now be 
faced with a three-way race to be the next 
Tax Assessor / Collector when they go to 
the polls November 3.

The local Republican and Demo-
cratic chairs each announced candidates 
for that position last week in addition to 
Deedra Keen, who launched a write-in 
candidacy for the job earlier this month.

Donley County Republican Party 
Chairman Bill Word said Kristy Chris-
topher will be the Republican candidate. 
She will replace Tammy Morrow on the 

ballot following Morrow’s July with-
drawal from the race.

Tony Dale will also be on the ballot 
as the Democratic candidate, according 
to Donley County Democratic Chair 
Jean Taylor.

August 26, 2020

City installs new 
security at airport

New security improvements at 
Clarendon’s Smiley Johnson Airport 
have been completed thanks to commu-
nity donors and a grant from the Texas 
Department of Transportation.

The state Routine Airport Main-
tenance Program (RAMP) grant paid 
fifty percent of the $19,186.96 needed to 
install multiple security cameras at the 
airport this summer, according to City 
Secretary and Airport Advisory Board 
Member Machiel Covey.

Covey said security has been an 
issue with people breaking into the 
pilots’ lounge and driving on the runway, 
damaging runway lights.

August 26, 2020

Hedley BBQ, Cotton 
Festival cancelled

Two longtime Hedley traditions 
were canceled last week in hopes of 
keeping the community safe from the 
COVID-19 virus.

The Hedley Lions Club voted 
Friday morning to cancel for this year its 
annual chicken barbecue on September 6 
as well as the Cotton Festival in October.

Lion Jean Taylor said it was not an 
easy decision to make.

“We’ve got some members who 
can’t afford the risk,” she said. “It was a 
hard decision that we hated to make, but 
we intend to start next spring with plans 
to bring [these events] back next fall.”

September 2, 2020

City extends 
Dockery’s contract

The Clarendon City Council 
extended the contract of City Admin-
istrator David Dockery through 2023 
during their regular meeting August 27.

Aldermen met in closed session to 
evaluate Dockery’s performance before 
taking action in open session.

Mayor Sandy Skelton announced 
that Dockery had received a perfect 
score on his evaluation and said for him 
to score any higher, the city would have 
to adopt a new rating system.

The council then voted unani-
mously to extend his contract by two 
years to 2023 and give him a four per-
cent raise.

Council members praised Dockery, 
and the administrator returned the praise 
and appreciation.

September 9, 2020

Sandell to screen 
Kane Brown concert

Country music fans will have 
another opportunity to enjoy a unique 
concert at Clarendon’s Sandell Drive-In 
this month.

Encore Live announced this week 
that Kane Brown will be the latest 
music star to join the lineup of 2020’s 
most exciting, must-see concert series. 
Dubbed “the future of country,” Brown 
will air his brand-new, never-before-seen 
show for one night only on September 26 
at drive-in and outdoor theaters across 
the United States and Canada as part of 
the massively popular Encore Drive-In 
Nights series.

September 9, 2020

Howard addresses 
COVID-19 at state

Donley County Judge John How-
ard’s experience with the COVID-19 
pandemic has led to him being a sought 
after speaker on the subject at the state 
level.

Howard was one of the featured 
speakers at this year’s Texas Association 
of Counties Legislative Conference in 
Austin on August 26-28.

Due to COVID-19, the event was 
held virtually and attended by between 
600 and 700 county officials from 
around the state.

Judge Howard’s presentation was 
on Wednesday afternoon, August 26, 
and focused on COVID-19 and the Texas 
Healthcare System.

September 16, 2020

Thornberry receives 
honor at Pantex

National Nuclear Security Admin-
istration Administrator & Under Sec-
retary for Nuclear Security Lisa E. 
Gordon-Hagerty and US Representative 
Mac Thornberry (R-Clarendon) were 
on hand August 21 for celebrated mile-
stones at Pantex, including the NNSA’s 
20th anniversary.

During the visit, Thornberry 
received the Administrator’s Distin-
guished Service Gold Award. It recog-
nizes consistent outstanding leadership 
and sustained achievements. The Distin-
guished Service Gold Award is the high-

est honorary award granted by NNSA.
“That’s my job is to help do their 

job. Because what they do here at Pantex 
is foundational to the national security of 
the United States,” Thornberry said. “It’s 
so important.”

September 30, 2020

Crosstimber team 
wins 26th cookoff

The Crosstimber Ranch team from 
Mustang, Okla., was the overall cham-
pion of the 26th annual Col. Charles 
Goodnight Chuckwagon Cookoff last 
Saturday, September 26, at the Saints’ 
Roost Museum.

Fifteen wagons prepared food for 
the event, which served more than 615 
people. Crosstimber placed in three 
out of five food judging categories and 
placed first in Overall Cooking and 
second in Wagon & Camp to take home 
the custom cutting board designed by 
Clarendon artist Jack Craft.

The 13th annual Junior Cookoff the 
day before the big event drew six con-
testants, who were paired with experi-
enced wagon teams to prepare potatoes 
for the cooks’ dinner Friday night. Henry 
Bivens from Clarendon won first place 
and was teamed with the Crosstimber 
Ranch wagon.

Kaston Snyder of Amarillo was 
second, working with the Lazy M Cook-
ers of Lamar, Colo.; and Jaythan Green 
of Clarendon was third and worked with 
the Camp Cookie team from German-
town, Tennessee.

September 30, 2020

City contracts private 
trash service 

The City of Clarendon is out of the 
trash collection business following last 
week’s city council meeting at which 
Diversified Waste Management of Ama-
rillo was given a five-year franchise for 
those services.

With one motion September 24, the 
council approved a series of agreements 
with Diversified that was the culmination 
of months of negotiations between the 
company and City Hall.

Mayor Sandy Skelton said only 
one citizen had complained about the 
proposed deal at a city council meet-
ing since The Clarendon Enterprise first 
reported the details of the negotiations 
with Diversified on July 30, and he said it 
had been a pleasure working with Bran-
don Brown on behalf of the company.

October 7, 2020

COVID case count 
climbs past 70

Donley County’s confirmed 
COVID-19 cases has risen to 71 this 
week, according to local officials.

The Clarendon Family Medical 
Center has had 49 positive cases since 
the pandemic began with six more tests 
currently pending. The clinic reports 227 
tests have now come back negative for 
the virus.

October 7, 2020

Word wins annual 5k
Brittney Word and Steven McDan-

iel were the top women’s and men’s 
finishers of the eighth annual Chance 
Mark Jones Roar & Run 5K last Satur-
day, October 3, at the Clarendon Aquatic 
Center.

Word of Clarendon, age 34, was the 
first to cross the finish line with a time of 
28:01, giving her the best overall time, 
the best woman’s time, and best time for 
those ages 30-39.

McDaniel of , age 65, ran the race 
in 30 minutes, 11 seconds, finishing 
before all other men and placing first in 
the 60-69 age group.

October 7, 2020

Lions celebrate 98th 
anniversary

The Clarendon Lions Club held its 
98th anniversary Charter Banquet last 
Saturday night, October 3, and presented 
awards during the evening as the culmi-
nation of Lions Day in the city.

Boss Lion Landon Lambert pre-
sented Lion Scarlet Estlack with the 
Past President’s Award, and Lion John 
Howard was recognized as the Lion of 
the Year for his service to the community 
as its doctor and county judge during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Aubrey Jaramillo was formally 
crowned as the club’s Sweetheart for the 
current year.

District Governor Henry Wyck-
off spoke about the plans for growth in 
Lionism in the Texas Panhandle and also 
recognized Lion Ashlee Estlack for ten 
years of service and Lion Chuck Robert-
son for 15 years of service.

The Boss Lion announced a new 
membership drive as the club gets ready 
for its centennial celebration in 2022. 
Lambert said he wants to see the club 
attract 22 new members by 2022.

October 7, 2020

Zach Williams to 
perform at Sandell

Local lyTOTALLY

H E D L E Y   •   H O W A R D W I C K

DONLEY COUNTY •  TEXAS

Totally Locally is an initiative adopted 
by the Chamber of Commerce 
to promote all things local about 
Clarendon and Donley County. 

Totally Locally encourages you to step 
through the door of that shop you go 
past every day. Give it a try – there’s a 
good chance you’ll want to go back.

Most of all though it’s about people 
who care about what they do, what 
they grow, what they make, and 
ultimately the people they sell it to. It’s 
about buying, playing, working, and 
living Totally Locally.

Shop these merchant s for a chance to 

Win $500
IN CLARENDON CASH!

A Fine Feathered Nest
BeYOUtiful Whimsy
Broken Road Liquor

The Buckin’ Bean
Clarendon Country Club

Clarendon Outpost
Cornell’s Country Store

Country Bloomers
Every Nook & Cranny

Floyd’s Automotive 
Henson’s

J&W Lumber
Loaded Nutrition
Mike’s Pharmacy
Saye’s Tack Store

Speed’s Tire Unlimited
Studio E Creative

SEE STORES FOR DETAILS. WINNERS DRAWN QUARTERLY.
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2020: Clarendon sets new record for sales tax collections

Broncos & 
Lady Broncos

FAN ZONE
MORROW

Drilling
MEMBER FDIC

Insurance Agency
NORPPClarendon

Family
Medical
Center

MIKE’S 
PHARMACY

J&W 
LumberLumber

SECURITY
ABSTRACT CO.

SHELTON & 
SHELTON

Law O�  ces

Greenbelt 
WATER AUTHORITY

UPCOMING GAMES:
Lady Broncos v. Wheeler
                     Tues., Jan. 5 HOME @ 6:30 PM

Broncos v. Gruver
            Tues., Jan. 5 AWAY @ 6:30 PM

Broncos v. Wellington Fri., Jan. 8 AWAY @ 6:30 PM

Lady Broncos v. Wellington Fri., Jan. 8 AWAY @ 8:00 PM

Let’s 
GO,22 Years’ Experience 

Locally Owned
H H& R
THE FULL SERVICE COMPANY

ROOFINGH H& R L
L
C

Tim Herbert
HEDLEY, TEXAS 806-881-4997

 Broncos!

“God can handle 2020.”
That’s the message that Zach Wil-

liams hopes music lovers will come 
away with after seeing him and Big 
Daddy Weave, performs live on stage at 
Clarendon’s Sandell Drive-In this Friday 
night, October 9.

The concert will be the latest of 
the critically acclaimed Drive-In The-
ater Tour series, produced by Awakening 
Events. Tickets are available at drivein-
theatertour.com and are sold by the car 
load (up to 6 people per car) at $100 per 
car.

A multiple Grammy Award-win-
ner, Williams told the Enterprise last 
week that he is excited about Friday’s 
performance and very happy to be on the 
drive-in tour with Big Daddy Weave.

“It’s the perfect time of year, and 
we’re having a great time together with 
several performances close to capacity,” 
Williams said, who is the singer/song-
writer know for such hits as “Fear is a 
Liar” and “Chain Breaker.”

October 14, 2020

COVID antibody tests 
available at fair

The Donley County Health Fair 
will offer several free health care screen-
ings, including a COVID-19 antibody 
test, this Thursday, October 15, but there 
will be no information booths this year 
in an effort to keep folks safe during the 
pandemic.

Organizers met Monday morn-
ing to finalize plans for the event and 
say people can still come inside for the 
screenings at Clarendon College’s Bair-
field Activity Center or they can have the 
option having the tests done in a drive-by 
style in their car.

October 21, 2020

SACSCOC removes 
CC from warning

Clarendon College has been 
removed from warning by its accrediting 
body, according to announcements from 
the school as well as the Southern Asso-
ciation of Colleges & Schools Commis-
sion on Colleges (SACSCOC).

According to information requested 
from the college by The Clarendon 
Enterprise, a SACSCOC committee 
“reviewed extensive documents” and 
interviewed the board and college presi-
dent. While the committee found that the 
college had taken steps to avoid conflict 
of interest issues with board members, 
it reported inconsistencies with how the 
college dealt with conflicts of interest 
based on responses from members of 
the board, and it also found the board 
lacked a “clear operational definition of 
a conflict of interest for Board members 
as they apply the policy of the college.”

The report also found that the col-
lege did not have someone – such as a 
board officer or president – specifically 
assigned to be responsible for board 
accountability, did not offer a structured 
local orientation for new board members 
to address conflicts of interest, and was 
not posting all conflict of interest state-
ments on its website as per its policy.

November 4, 2020

Hedley XC runners 
advancing to region

Hedley High School had a big day 
this week with multiple runners and the 
entire Owl team advancing at the District 
1A Cross Country meet in American 
Legion Burt Woolridge Rodeo Arena in 
Claude.

The Owls again had the first place 
team, and Jordan Upton was second 
overall with a time of 19:18.

Joshua Booth was 3rd at 19:54, and 
Tyler Harper was 4th at 19:57. Hayden 
Alston came in 8th at 20:40, and Iziak 
Weatherread was 9th with a time of 
21:07.

Those finishing in the top ten 
advance to regional, and Astin McAllis-
ter, who placed 12th with time of 21:42, 
will also advance as a member of the first 
place team.

Running for the Lady Owls, Cara 
Lambert posted a 7th place finish with a 
time of 14:32 and advances to regional. 
Emma Lambert ran 25th with a time of 
16:25.

November 12, 2020

Voters select CC, 
CCISD, H’wick seats

Local voters had their say in 
elections for Clarendon College, the 
Clarendon CISD, and the City of How-
ardwick last Tuesday, which were held 
alongside the General Election.

In Howardwick, incumbents Mary 
Grady and Marietta Baird were returned 
to the city council with 103 and 86 votes 
respectively. Terry Barnes was also 
elected with 100 votes. Other candidates 
were Jada Murray 78, Shelly Chavira 37, 
and Jeremy Kindle 13.

In the Clarendon College and 
CCISD elections, results became con-
fused following election night after 
the Enterprise reported totals from the 
Donley County Clerk’s Office. College 
and school officials later discovered dis-
crepancies in the vote tallies from the 

clerk’s office, which were later clarified. 
The discrepancies did not change the 
outcome of either election.

In the election for three positions 
on the CC Board of Regents, President 
Tex Buckhaults reported Guy Ellis was 
the top vote earner with 821 and was fol-
lowed by incumbents Carey Wann 445 
and Darlene Spier 438. Also running 
were Debbie Thompson 429 and Chris 
Matthews 366. The board was meeting 
to canvass and certify those numbers as 
the Enterprise went to press Tuesday.

November 12, 2020

Christopher wins tax 
assessor race

Donley County voters strongly 
backed Kristy Christopher as their 
choice for Tax Assessor Collector in the 
only contested county-wide race on last 
week’s General Election ballot.

Running as a Republican, Christo-
pher received 968 compared to Democrat 
Tony Dale’s 158 votes. Write-in candi-
date Deedra Keen received 44 votes.

Christopher will succeed Linda 
Crump when her term expires at the end 
of this year.

November 18, 2020

Broncos fall to 
Stratford in Borger

The Broncos were looking to go 
deep, not only on the field, but also in 
post-season play. Things were going 
their way, until turnovers and missed 
extra points hindered their chance to 
advance. The Broncos lost their bi-dis-
trict game with Stratford last Friday in 
Borger, 18-20.

“We lost a heartbreaker to Strat-
ford, (but) I thought our kids played great 
on defense and offense,” head coach 
Clint Conkin said. “We ended the season 
7-4 with some young kids getting experi-
ence for the future.”

November 24, 2020

COVID cases rising; 
Second person dies

Donley County has added 23 more 
confirmed cases of COVID-19, and 
County Judge John Howard, MD, said 
a second death has now occurred locally 
because of the disease.

“If you want a more important 
number, we have had 91 positive tests 

at the clinic in the month of November,” 
Howard said. “Of those, nine have been 
hospitalized. That’s what everybody 
needs to know. That’s a rate of one in ten 
people going to the hospital.”

The Clarendon Family Medi-
cal Center reported 44 active cases 
on Monday afternoon, and the clinic 
conducted 68 tests in the period from 
November 17 through November 23, 
bringing the total number of tests con-
ducted locally to 666. Of those 193 have 
been positive, and 473 have been nega-
tive.

Combined with the known cases 
that have tested outside of the county, 
there have now been 224 confirmed 
positive cases and two deaths in Donley 
County since the pandemic began.

November 26, 2020

City sets second 
highest sales tax 
revenue record

Clarendon beat a record recently 
set in August for the second highest 
monthly sales tax revenue when Texas 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar distributed 
monthly allocations to municipal gov-
ernments.

The city’s November allocation 
was $51,013.66, reflecting an increase 
of 15.36 percent compared to the same 
period one year ago.

That’s greater than the previous 
second highest allocation of $49,677.44 
in August of this year. The best month on 
record for the city was May 2019 with an 
allocation of $56,593.

November 26, 2020

COVID disrupts local 
holiday events

The continuing rise of COVID-19 
cases has led to multiple holiday func-
tions in Clarendon being canceled or 
postponed this season.

The Christmas in Clarendon craft 
fair scheduled for this Saturday has been 
cancelled, according to the Clarendon 
Chamber of Commerce.

The Chamber still encourages 
everyone to Shop Small this Saturday as 
well as Black Friday.

The Courthouse Lighting cer-
emony this Saturday will be a drive-by 
viewing only this year. The lights will 
be turned on at 6:00 p.m. as planned, but 
there will not be music or Santa.

The Mulkey Theatre and the 
Donley County Community Fund board 
also has postponed Sunday’s scheduled 
Polar Express event. 

The Saints’ Roost Museum’s 
annual Christmas party fundraiser, which 
would have been held next weekend, has 
also been postponed.

December 2, 2020

2020 Late Night 
Shopping plans set

Clarendon Chamber of Commerce 
officials are hoping folks will continue 
to shop “Totally Locally” this month 
as merchants plan three nights of Late 
Night Shopping, culminating with a 
$500 giveaway.

Several merchants will be staying 
open until 8 p.m. the next three Thursday 
nights, December 3, 10, and 17 with the 
Chamber drawing for its grand prize on 
December 17.

Shoppers can register at any 
“Totally Locally” merchant during 
the season for a chance to win $500 in 
Clarendon Cash as well as other donated 
prizes.

December 2, 2020

COVID cases and 
death toll rises

The number of COVID-19 cases 
continues to mount in Donley County, 
and four people have now died after con-
tracting the disease, according to County 
Judge John Howard, MD.

“There have been a total of four 
deaths – three in the month of November, 
and there may be others,” Howard said, 
noting that it took state officials more 
than a month to report the county’s first 
COVID-related death in July.

Clarendon Family Medical Center 
said Tuesday morning that it has now 
conducted 736 tests on local residents, 
up from 666 one week ago. While 519 of 
those tests were negative for the COVID-
19 virus, 217 have been confirmed cases. 
That’s an increase of 24 positive cases in 
seven days.

December 10, 2020

27 new cases of 
COVID-19; Death 
count climbs to six

Twenty-seven new cases of 

COVID-19 were confirmed by the 
Clarendon Family Medical Center in the 
first five days of December, and Donley 
County Judge John Howard, MD, says 
at least six local residents have now died 
from the disease.

Howard says adding known local 
cases that tested in Childress would 
raise total new positives the first week 
of December to 32. The hospitalization 
rate in December, however, has fallen 
to one in 30, compared to one in ten in 
November.

December 16, 2020 

Casper has strong 
finish at NFR

Clarendon College alumnus Wyatt 
Casper finished his appearance at the 
National Finals Rodeo in Arlington in 
with a tie for eighth place in the 10th 
round last week.

The world standings leader for 
most of the year, Casper watched his 
advantage slip away after Thursday’s 
eighth round, when he finished in sixth 
place while Ryder Wright won the night 
and moved to the No. 1 spot on the 
saddle bronc riding money list.

On Friday, Casper was second in 
the average with 290.5 cumulative points 
on eight rides – he was bucked off in 
the fourth round – but he had virtually 
no chance to catch Wright for the aver-
age title. The best he could do was stay 
second in the aggregate, which will pay 
$54,577.

December 16, 2020 

Clinic reports 35 new 
cases of COVID

Thirty-five new cases of COVID-
19 were confirmed by the Clarendon 
Family Medical Center since December 
6, according to information provided to 
the Enterprise Tuesday afternoon.

CFMC spokesperson Marsha 
Bruce said the number of active cases 
remained steady at 20 this week, and the 
clinic was not seeing any surge from the 
Thanksgiving holiday so far.

Donley County Judge John 
Howard, MD, said Tuesday that the 
Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine is not avail-
able locally at this time and that the 
local clinic will be waiting for the Mod-
erna vaccine, which does not require the 
extreme refrigeration for storage that the 
Pfizer vaccine needs.

December 16, 2020 

Clarendon sets 
record for sales tax

The City of Clarendon hit a new 
high for the month and the year when 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar distributed 
December sales tax allocations to Texas 
municipalities.

Clarendon’s allocation for the 
month was $34,932.58, up 13.35 percent 
over the same period last year, which had 
a total of $30,816.71.

The December allocation pushed 
the city to a new high for a calendar year 
with a total of $445,159.93 for 2020. 
That figure is more than $21,000 higher 
than the $423,749.33 the city brought in 
during 2019, an increase of more than 
five percent.

December 16, 2020 

Clarendon looks at 
new grant projects

The Clarendon City Council 
approved a resolution authorizing a grant 
application for sewer line improvements 
during its regular meeting December 10.

The Community Development 
Block Grant would replace designated 
lines and lift stations on the north side of 
the city, and officials feel confident the 
city has a strong grant application since 
it has not received a CDBG grant since 
2008.

The maximum award under the 
grant is $350,000, and the city would be 
required to have a ten percent match.

The Panhandle Regional Planning 
Commission will guide the grant appli-
cation and administer the grant if it is 
funded next year.

City officials also discussed the 
possibility of applying for a Texas Down-
town Revitalization grant, which could 
fund sidewalk and lighting improve-
ments downtown town. That grant appli-
cation would be due next May.

The council appointed Nicole 
Beames to a full term on the Clarendon 
Economic Development Corporation 
board. 

City Administrator David Dockery 
reported that the city continues to work 
on code compliance issues and said the 
final walk-thru had been conducted at 
the new aquatic center and also said the 
USDA water infrastructure improvement 
project should be finished in the near 
future.
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NOTICE OF RATE CHANGE REQUEST

On October 13, 2020, Southwestern Electric Power Company (SWEPCO or Company) filed a Petition and Statement of Intent to Change Rates (the Petition) with the 
Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUC or the Commission) in Docket No. 51415, and with those municipal authorities in its Texas service territory that have original 
jurisdiction over SWEPCO’s electric rates.  This notice is being published in accordance with Section 36.103 of the Public Utility Regulatory Act and Commission 
Procedural Rule 16 Tex. Admin. Code § 22.51(a)(1).

SWEPCO has approximately 187,000 Texas retail customers.  All such customers and all classes of customers will be affected by the relief requested in SWEPCO’s 
Petition.

SWEPCO’s request to change its rates is based on the financial results for a 12-month test year ending on March 31, 2020.  SWEPCO’s Petition seeks an overall increase 
of $105,026,238, an increase of 30.3% over adjusted Texas retail test year base rate revenues exclusive of fuel and rider revenues.  SWEPCO’s proposed revenue increase 
will be offset by a $14,826,502 decrease in annualized Transmission Cost Recovery Factor (TCRF) and Distribution Cost Recovery Factor (DCRF) revenue. Thus, the net 
proposed Texas retail revenue increase is $90,199,736, an increase of 26.0% over adjusted Texas retail test year base rate revenues exclusive of fuel and rider revenues. The 
overall impact of the rate change, considering both fuel and non-fuel revenues, is a 15.6% increase.  The impact of the rate change on various customer classes will vary 
from the overall impact described in this notice, as shown in the table below.  In addition, SWEPCO is seeking recovery of the reasonable rate-case expenses, including 
expenses paid to reimburse intervening municipalities, that it incurs in this case and those rate-case expenses incurred in three prior dockets that have yet to be recovered.

A Residential Service customer using 1,000 kilowatt-hours of energy per month will see an increase in their total bill (including fuel costs and rate riders) of $15.71 per 
month, an increase of approximately 15.0%.

The following table presents the percentage annual revenue increases, by type of service, under the proposed rates in this proceeding:

SWEPCO Texas Proposed Base Rate Increase

Applicable Service Change in Non-Fuel 
Revenue ($)  *

Change in Non-Fuel 
Revenue (%)  **

Change in Total Bill (%) 
***

RESIDENTIAL $   34,924,204 23.75% 15.64%

GENERAL SERVICE W/DEMAND 4,461,476 26.25% 18.45%

GENERAL SERVICE WO/DEMAND 2,167,555 38.23% 27.15%

LIGHTING & POWER - SEC 28,784,427 28.49% 14.96%

LIGHTING & POWER - PRI 6,789,019 28.44% 14.40%

COTTON GIN 69,427 26.14% 15.74%

LARGE LIGHTING & POWER - PRI 1,506,976 28.44% 14.40%

LARGE LIGHTING & POWER - TRANS 6,300,461 28.14% 13.23%

METAL MELTING - SEC 40,125 27.91% 17.81%

METAL MELTING - PRI 369,199 26.32% 13.11%

METAL MELTING - TRANS 320,810 21.40% 9.74%

OILFIELD PRIMARY 3,009,127 28.29% 13.23%

OILFIELD SECONDARY 191,671 32.55% 15.94%

MUNICIPAL PUMPING 196,244 9.76% 7.00%

MUNICIPAL SERVICE 171,173 10.37% 6.60%

MUNICIPAL LIGHTING 221,268 9.76% 7.00%

Street Lighting Sheet IV-23                           226 19.75% 13.39%

Municipal Street Lighting Sheet IV-24                           389 23.23% 19.12%

Municipal Street and Parkway Lighting Sheet IV-25                     268,331 12.60% 9.23%

Municipal Street and Parkway Lighting Sheet LED IV-65  n/a n/a 14.84%

Street Lighting Service Sheet IV-31                     (48,498) -22.61% -19.90%

Public Highway Lighting Sheet IV-27                           819 19.50% 13.02%

PUBLIC STREET & HWY (Sheet IV-26)                           800 2.65% 1.23%

PRIVATE, OUTDOOR, AREA 595,175 14.34% 10.18%

Private Lighting Sheet IV-28 210,792 29.00% 21.99%

Area Lighting - Outdoor Sheet IV-29 6,910 18.49% 14.65%

Area Lighting - Outdoor Sheet IV-30 326,842 9.68% 7.06%

Floodlighting Service Sheet IV-32 26,157 28.82% 20.79%

Outdoor Lighting Sheet IV-33 24,474 32.98% 28.11%

Area Lighting - Outdoor LED Sheet IV-66  n/a n/a 14.84%

CUSTOMER-OWNED LIGHTING 79,569 27.15% 14.84%

Recreational Lighting Sheet IV-21 65,016 24.55% 14.84%

Customer Supplied Lighting Sheet IV-22 14,554 24.55% 14.84%

*       Base rate revenue net of transmission and distribution cost recovery revenues.

**     Transmission and distribution cost recovery factor revenue recovered in existing base rates will be reset to zero with this filing.

***   Bill impact includes base rate revenue plus fuel factor, energy efficiency cost recovery factor, rate case expense surcharge, transmission cost 
recovery revenue, and distribution cost recovery revenue.

SWEPCO has proposed that its requested rate change become effective 35 days after the filing of the Petition and Statement of Intent.  The proposed effective date is 
subject to suspension and extension by actions that may be taken by the Commission and other regulatory authorities.

SWEPCO is proposing revisions to most tariffs and schedules.  In addition, in order to facilitate future TCRF, DCRF, and Generation Cost Recovery Rider (GCRR) filings 
pursuant to 16 TAC §§ 25.239, 25.243, and 25.248, respectively, SWEPCO requests that the Commission: (1) set the Company’s current TCRF and DCRF to zero; and (2) 
establish in this docket the baseline values consisting of the inputs to the calculations that will be used to calculate SWEPCO’s TCRF, DCRF, and GCRR in future dockets. 

Persons with questions or who want more information on this Petition may contact SWEPCO at 428 Travis Street, Shreveport, Louisiana 71101, or call toll-free at (888) 
216-3523 during normal business hours.  A complete copy of the Petition and related filings is available for inspection at the address listed in the previous sentence.

Persons who wish to intervene in or comment upon these proceedings should notify the Commission as soon as possible, as an intervention deadline will be imposed. A 
request to intervene or for further information should be mailed to the Public Utility Commission of Texas, P.O. Box 13326, Austin, Texas 78711-3326. Further information 
may also be obtained by calling the Public Utility Commission at (512) 936-7120 or (888) 782-8477. Hearing- and speech-impaired individuals with text telephones (TTY) 
may contact the commission at (512) 936-7136. A request for intervention or for further information should refer to Docket No. 51415. The deadline for intervention in 
the proceeding is 45 days after the date the application was filed with the commission, unless otherwise provided by order of the presiding officer. The presiding officer for 
Docket No. 51415 has ordered an intervention deadline of February 10, 2021.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the preferred method for you to file your request for intervention or comments on the application is electronically, and you will be 
required to serve the request on other parties by email.  Therefore, please include your own email address on the intervention request.  Instructions for electronic filing via 
the “PUC Filer” on the Commission’s website can be found here:  https://interchange.puc.texas.gov/filer.  Instructions for using the PUC Filer are available at http://www.
puc.texas.gov/industry/filings/New_PUC_Web_Filer_Presentation.pdf. Once you obtain a tracking sheet associated with your filing from the PUC Filer, you may email the 
tracking sheet and the document you wish to file to: centralrecords@puc.texas.gov.  For assistance with your electronic filing, please contact the Commission’s Help Desk 
at (512) 936-7100 or helpdesk@puc.texas.gov. You can review materials filed in this docket on the PUC Interchange at: http://interchange.puc.texas.gov/. 

11.625x21
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MADE MONEY
WITH THE CLASSIFIEDS

It’s easy to sell your stuff with a little help from the 

Big E Classifi eds. 
Let our sales team help you place an ad 

today, in print and online!
Call 806.874.2259 or go to ClarendonLive.com.

Check Us Out Online.       www.ClarendonLive.com

Let the Big E work for you!

Donley County Memorial Post
7782 Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
Meets fi rst Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
822-VETS.

Clarendon Lions Club Regular 
meeting each Tuesday at noon. 
Scarlet Estlack, Boss Lion. Roger 
Estlack, Secretary

Clarendon Chamber of Commerce Regular 
meeting 1st Thursday each month at 6:00 
p.m. at the Clarendon Visitor Center.

Clarendon Lodge #700 AF&AM 
Stated meeting: Second Mondays, 
7:30 p.m.  Refreshments at 6:30 
p.m.  Practice: Fourth Mondays,   
7 p.m. Russell Estlack - W.M., Grett 
Betts - Secretary. 2 B 1, ASK 1

MEETINGS

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise "any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination."  Familial status includes children under the age of 
18 living with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women, and people secur-
ing custody of children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law.  Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity basis.  To complain of discrimination, call HUD toll-free 
at 1-800-669-9777.  The toll-free telephone number of the hearing impaired 
is 1-800-927-9275.

Call in your ad at

874-2259
Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. 

Prepayment required. 
Visa / MasterCard accepted.

Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. classifi eds
REAL ESTATE

Clarendon Alcoholics Anony-
mous Group 806-676-9416, 
806-661-1015, 24 hour hotline 
806-329-3088. Mon., Thurs., & 
Satur. 7 p.m. 416 S Kearney St. SERVICES

Let Us 
Design 
Your 
Card!
Let us get you started with professional design and 

printing solutions for all of your marketing and 
promotional needs!

1000 Full-Color Business Cards  
Only $65 + tax

Business Cards • Flyers • Brochures • Envelopes • 
Stationery • Postcards • Posters • Promotional Items

Call Today • 806-874-2259

Your First 
Impression 

Here

Saints' Roost Museum
610 East Harrington

Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Open for appointments.
Call 874-2746.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FACILITIES AVAILABLE - Family Reunions, 
Receptions, Business Meetings, Club Func-
tions, and more. Clarendon Lions Hall, 111 W. 
Fourth. Call 874-2259 for rental information. • ROTOTILLING 

• Brush Hogging
• Mowing

Jobobs Services
 806-205-0270

SERVICES

NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION delivers newspaper to local elementary students every week. To become a sponsor call the Enterprise at 874-2259.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION delivers newspaper to local elementary students every week. To become a sponsor call the Enterprise at 874-2259.

THIS FUN PAGE IS SPONSORED BY OUR NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION PARTNER:
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  A happy, healthy
New Year to you
and your family.and your family.

       I really like the New Year celebration.
It comes around and gives me a new
chance every year to do a little better or
start doing something in a new way.

Out With the Old Year, 
   In With the New!Happy New Year, Everyone!
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resolutions

song
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fireworks

healthy
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party

baby

March

Father

football

3
old man

1. in Ancient Rome, the new year started in ________ 
    because the month of January did not exist yet
2. to represent the birth of a New Year we use a newborn 
    __________  dressed in a top hat and a sash
3. by the end of the year the child grows into a wrinkled __________
4. __________ time is used to represent the passage of years; 
    he usually carries an hourglass
5. to celebrate the new year many people gather to eat, drink and 
    dance at a _______; the biggest is in New York City in Times Square
6. __________ light up the sky in celebration; they can be seen behind
    the Statue of Liberty, the Eiffel Tower and the Forbidden City in China
7. the new year officially begins when the clock strikes __________
8. everyone’s favorite New Year’s __________ is “Auld Lang Syne,” 
    which means ‘old long since’
9. after the parties of New Year’s eve, many people relax by 
    watching the big __________ game, “The Rose Bowl”
10. after the game people line the streets to watch the 
     “Rose __________,” which takes place in California
11. friends wish each other a happy, __________ New Year
12. people use the start of a new year as a way to better 
      themselves through New Year’s __________

     What do you know about the celebration 
of the new year? Read these clues to help 
you fill in this New Year puzzle:

Annimills LLC © 2020 V16-48
Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

We are thinking up ways to... ...live our lives a little bit better.

MEMBER FDIC

 
 

DONLEY COUNTY 
 

JUST LISTED! 319.5 acres of grass 
near Alanreed, large 3 bedroom 
home, 1 3/4 bath, fireplace, dbl. 
garage.  Two metal barns.  
$550,000.00 
 
1 Section all grass, excellent 
fences, 2 seep ponds, solar well, 
white tail and mule deer hunting.  
$1,100/acre 
 
960 acres near Greenbelt Lake, 
excellent recreational place with 
both hunting and fishing.  Nice 
home, metal shop, walk-in cooler, 
feeders and blinds in place. 
$1,750,000 
 

HALL COUNTY 
190 acres, near Memphis, CRP 
income of over $8,300/year.  Deer 
and hog hunting.  $1,100/acre 
 

Offered Exclusively by 

 
806-356-6100 

www.whitakerrealestate.com 
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THE CITY OF CLARENDON is accepting 
applications for the position of Pool Manager 
(Seasonal). Applicants must have a high school 
diploma, have a valid driver’s license, and 
pass a pre-employment drug/alcohol screen. 
The Pool Manager will be required to aid in 
planning, directing, and organizing all activities 
of the aquatic facility, supervise aquatic center 
personnel, assign duties, train, motivate and 
evaluate staff and any other tasks necessary to 
ensure compliance with and promotion of safety 
and sanitary regulations according with federal, 
state, and local requirements. A complete job 
description can be obtained at Clarendon City 
Hall, 313 S. Sully Street, Clarendon, Texas 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and    5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, except weekends and 
Holidays. Application will be accepted at City 
Hall 313 S. Sully Street, Clarendon, Texas or 
by mail @ City of Clarendon, P.O. Box 1089, 
Clarendon, Texas 79226 through 1:00 p.m. 
February 1, 2021 . The City of Clarendon is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.
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As we usher in 2021, we would like 
to extend our best wishes to everyone 

who helped make us so successful.

We appreciate your patronage, and we 
look forward to serving you 

in the years to come. 

From everyone at Herring Bank, 
we wish a happy, healthy, and 

prosperous new year to all!

HERRING BANKHERRING BANK

2021

We will close at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 31, 2020 
and we will be closed Friday, January 1, 2021.


