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TESTS CONDUCTED LOCALLY AT 
CLARENDON FAMILY MEDICAL CENTER
TOTAL TESTS (at local clinic) 1046
PENDING 0
NEGATIVE 731
CONFIRMED (at local clinic) 315
TESTS CONDUCTED OUT OF COUNTY
CONFIRMED (at other facilities) 41*
TESTS CONDUCTED BY NAT’L GUARD
CONFIRMED 2
SOURCE: DONLEY COUNTY JUDGE’S OFFICE

TOTAL CONFIRMED 
DONLEY CO. CASES 358
TOTAL DEATHS 6
AS PATIENTS OF LOCAL CLINIC
ACTIVE CASES 17

in DONLEY COUNTY

UPDATED:  Jan. 5, 2021, at 1:20 p.m.  THE CLARENDON ENTERPRISE

*This number may be higher due to delays in reporting from outside agencies.

Local youth to 
exhibit animals 
this Saturday  

By Abby Livingston, Texas Tribune
In a rare holiday week vote, 

members of the US House returned 
to Washington on December 28 to 
override President Trump’s veto 
of a bill that handles the budget 
and spending of the Department of 
Defense. The Senate followed suit 
on New Year’s Day to confi rm the 
fi rst Congressional veto override of 
the Trump administration. 

The National Defense Autho-
rization Act is a $740 billion bill 
that dates back to 1961 it is one of 
the few annual bipartisan pieces of 
legislation left in Congress. House 
Democrats named this year’s NDAA 
in honor of a Texas Republican, US 
Rep. Mac Thornberry of Clarendon. 
Thornberry is a former chairman of 
the House Armed Services Commit-
tee and retired on January 3 .

Even though it easily passed 
the House and the Senate earlier this 
month, Trump followed through on 

a long-threatened veto last Wednes-
day, complaining most frequently 
about a provision that would begin 
the process of renaming military 
bases named for Confederate lead-
ers and for not including a repeal of 
a liability shield for internet compa-
nies.

Thornberry advocated Decem-
ber 28 for the bill in one of his fi nal 
appearances - if not his last appear-
ance - on the US House fl oor.

“I continue to support this bill, 
as more than 80 percent of the House 
did just 20 days ago,” he said. “It’s 
the exact same bill. Not a comma has 
changed.”

“The president has exercised 
his constitutional prerogative now...
It’s up to up to us,” he added. “Our 
troops the country, indeed the world 
is watching to see what we will do, 
whether we can tune out other dif-
ferences and still come together to 
support the men and women of the 

military and American national secu-
rity.”

This is the fi rst time Congress 
has overridden a Trump veto, which 
involves two-thirds of each chamber 
voting in favor of the vetoed legisla-
tion.

In the Senate, like most of his 
colleagues, US Sen. John Cornyn 
also backed the NDAA.

US Sen. Ted Cruz was one of 
13 other senators to vote against 
the NDAA earlier in December 
and voted against overriding the 
president. The state’s junior senator 
cited a litany of reasons at the time 
that included the Confederate base 
naming issue and the internet liabil-
ity shield. 

Texas House Republicans who 
voted against the override included: 
US Reps. Jodey Arrington of Lub-
bock, Brian Babin of Woodville, 
Michael Burgess of Lewisville, 
Michael Cloud of Victoria, Lance 

Gooden of Terrell, Louie Gohmert of 
Tyler, Chip Roy of Austin and Randy 
Weber of Friendswood.

Roy indicated on Twitter his 
logic in voting against an over-
ride was rooted in giving a chief 
executive to bring troops home from 
Afghanistan.

Trump has spent much of this 
year lobbying to repeal that legal 
provision - known as Section 230 - 
which Congress passed in the early 
days of the Internet in order to shield 
online companies from liability over 
the content users post.

Many Republican offi cehold-
ers allege social media companies 
are biased against conservatives, and 
they argue that repealing Section 
230 would be a means to combat 
this perceived inequity. Trump’s ire 
at the language escalated earlier this 
year when Twitter began to add fact 
check language to his false tweets.

A number of offi ceholders - 

Mac Thornberry

Congress overrides veto of Thornberry defense bill

even those who might agree with this 
position - complain that discussions 
around commerce belong in other 
legislation, not a sweeping, tradi-
tionally bipartisan bill that addresses 
funding the armed services.

Hedley FFA member Danika Middleton poses with her pig she will be showing in the Donley County Junior Livestock 
Show this weekend.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / KARI LINDSEY

Vaccine scams now 
targeting elderly

Scammers are targeting 
senior citizens regarding the new 
COVID-19 vaccines, according 
to Laurie McAfee of the Area 
Agency on Aging in Amarillo.

McAfee says seniors to be 
aware of the following: 

 You likely will not need 
to pay anything out of pocket to 
get the vaccine during this public 
health emergency.

You cannot pay to put your 
name on a list to get the vaccine.

You cannot pay to get early 
access to the vaccine.

No one from Medicare or the 
Health Department will contact 
you.

No one from a vaccine dis-
tribution site or health care payer, 
like a private insurance company 
will call you asking for your 
Social Security number or your 
credit card or bank account infor-
mation to sign you up to get the 
vaccine.

Beware of providers offer-
ing other products, treatments, 
or medicine to prevent the virus. 
Check with your health care 
provider before paying for or 
receiving any COVID-19 related 
treatments.

If you get a call, text, email 
– or even someone knocking on 
your door – claiming they can get 
you early access to the vaccine, 
stop. That’s a scam.

For help or more informa-
tion, contact the Texas Senior 
Medicare Patrol (SMP) at 1-888-
341-6187. 

Clarendon Family Medical 
Center received its initial alloca-
tion of the Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine Tuesday afternoon and 
began administering the doses in 
accordance with Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services 
prioritization, beginning with 
health care workers.

Donley County Judge John 
Howard, MD, received the fi rst 
immunization at the clinic. 
Health care workers and vul-
nerable residents such as senior 
citizens are fi rst priority in dis-
tributing the vaccine.

“There is currently more 
demand than supply,” Howard 
told the Enterprise, “but more 
vaccine should become avail-
able in the weeks to come. If 
interested, get your name on the 
waiting list.”

Clinic spokesperson 
Marsha Bruce also said immuni-
zations will be given by appoint-

ment only.
CFMC received 100 doses 

of the vaccine, but Bruce said 
about 150 people were already 
on the waiting list when the vac-
cine arrived. 

Howard said Tuesday that 
those receiving the vaccine will 
have to have a second round of 
the immunization 28 days later. 

For those who are still test-
ing positive for COVID-19, the 
clinic is pursuing a new avenue 
to try to keep those patients from 
getting as sick as in the past.

“CFMC is also working 
with our Associated Ambulance 
Authority to begin administra-
tion of monoclonal antibodies to 
appropriate patients in an attempt 
to prevent illness from becoming 
severe enough to require hospi-
talization,” Howard said. “We 
are fortunate to have talented and 
capable medical professionals 
here.”

The vaccines cannot come 
soon enough, however, as Bruce 
said a new surge is coming in the 
number of positive cases in the 
county.

“We are seeing this week a 
new wave of sick folks follow-
ing the Christmas break,” Bruce 
said. 

The number of actives cases 
under the care of the local clinic 
was 17 on Tuesday afternoon. 

Bruce said the clinic has 
now conducted 1,045 tests since 
the pandemic began with 731 
negatives and 315 positives. 

With the known cases of 
Donley County residents who 
have tested positive at other loca-
tions, the total number of con-
fi rmed local cases is now 358.  

That’s up from 314 total 
positives when the Enterprise 
last reported COVID numbers on 
December 15 before the Christ-
mas break.

First doses of COVID-19 vaccine arrive here

Marsha Bruce administers the Clarendon Family Medical Center’s fi rst 
COVID-19 dose to Donley County Judge John Howard, MD, Tuesday after-
noon.  COURTESY PHOTO

COVID-19 safety pro-
tocols will be in force when 
the Donley County Junior 
Livestock Show is held at 
the Donley County Activity 
Center this Saturday, Janu-
ary 9, 2021.  

County Agent Leon-
ard Haynes says the show 
will follow the CDC’s 
guidelines for stock shows, 
which means participants 
and those in attendance are 
encouraged to wear face 
coverings inside the build-
ing this weekend. Haynes 
said youth exhibitors may 
remove their masks while 
they are in the ring showing 
their animals.

The show board will 
not be limiting admission 
this weekend, Haynes said.

“We think attendance 
will be limited on its own 
just by people not wanting 
to get out,” he said.

Haynes also reports 
anyone wishing to purchase 
an animal or donate to the 
buyers’ club can do so by 
calling ahead of time at 874-
2141. Potential buyers can 
also request ahead of time to 
be called when a particular 
exhibitor’s animal is coming 
up for auction Saturday in 
order to participate in the 
auction via telephone.

Saturday’s show will 
begin at 9 a.m. with 51 local 
youth exhibiting 84 animals 
and representing the Donley 

County 4-H Club and the 
FFA chapters at Clarendon 
and Hedley high schools. 
The buyers’ dinner will be 
held at 6 p.m.

Showing for the 
Clarendon FFA will be Levi 
Gates, Laney Gates, Emily 
Gonzalez, Emberly Gon-
zalez, Darcy Grahn, Kasen 
Hatley, Calder Havens, 
Kynna Phillips, and Jodee 
Pigg. 

Donley County 4-H 
members showing will be 
Brance Bell, Kyler Bell, 
Kelby Brownlee, Levi 
Gates, Laney Gates, Brock 
Hatley, Addison Havens, 
Grant Haynes, Parker 
Haynes, Colton Henson, 
Hudson Howard, Harrison 
Howard, Emily McCurdy, 
Grace McCurdy, Evelyn 
Mills, Jayton Moore, Kutter 
O’Keefe, Flint Pittman, 
Jaxon Robertson, Presley 
Smith, Madison Smith, 
Koyt Tucek, Fayde Turner, 
and Maloree Wann.

The Hedley FFA will 
be represented by Braden 
Bond, Joshua Booth, Mya 
Edwards, Taylee Ehler, 
Kaitin Ehlert, Tyler Harpe, 
Trigg Harper, Lane Hinton, 
Emma Lambert, Cara Lam-
bert, Isabella Martinez, 
Danika Middleton, Madison 
Moore, Brandon Moore, 
Astin Santos, Javier Valles, 
Erik Weatherread, and lziak 
Weatherread. 

TxDOT scholarship 
contest now open

Applications are now avail-
able for the 2021 Don’t Mess with 
Texas Scholarship Contest. This 
contest recognizes Texas high 
school seniors who are taking an 
active role in litter prevention in 
their school or community. 

The contest is open to any 
Texas high school senior currently 
attending public, private or home 
school and planning to attend an 
accredited college or university in 
the Fall 2021 semester. 

The “Don’t Mess with 
Texas” contest will award a total 
of $9,000 in scholarships to three 
winners in May 2021. 

“We’re looking for students 
who are developing exciting and 
creative solutions to keep Texas 
litter-free,” said Becky Ozuna, 
program administrator for the 
Don’t mess with Texas program. 
“We aim to shine a spotlight on 
their innovations in the hope of 
inspiring other Texans to do their 
part to keep our state beautiful.” 

To enter the Don’t mess with 
Texas Scholarship Contest, visit 
dontmesswithtexas.org. Applica-
tions must be received via online 
submission by 5:00 p.m. (CST) 
March 31, 2021. 
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THIS WEEK
3 The Donley County Senior 
Citizens will reopen its dining 
room next month.
4 Cold weather doesn’t stop 
farmers and ranchers from 
going to work.
5 DPS reminds Texans that 
driver’s license exemptions 
end in April.
6 And a Clarendon powerlift 
lifts fi ve times her weight!
All this and much more as The Enterprise 

reports in this week’s frozen edition!
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Amarillo leads 
nation in COVID 
vaccination rate

Amarillo is leading the way in get-
ting the COVID-19 vaccine to the public. 
According to online data from covi-
dactnow.org, the Amarillo metro area is 
among the top metro areas in the nation in 
COVID-19 vaccinations. 

As of February 9, Amarillo was No. 
4 in the country in fi rst-shot vaccinations. 
Amarillo was tops in the nation in this cat-
egory as of late January. 

The Amarillo Public Health Depart-
ment began providing the COVID-19 vac-
cine at its walk-in clinic at the Amarillo 
Civic Center on Dec. 30. As of Febru-
ary 9, a total of 33,095 individuals in the 
Amarillo metro area had received the fi rst 
COVID-19 vaccine shot. Another 13,175 
had received their second shot.

City offi  cials said 96.4 percent of the 
shots went to Panhandle residents, and 
82.8 percent of the vaccines were given 
to people living in Potter and Randall 
counties. People outside of the Panhandle 
received 3.6 percent of the vaccines given.

“A vaccination clinic of this mag-
nitude is something Amarillo has never 
done before,” said Amarillo Mayor Ginger 
Nelson. “The City of Amarillo Public 
Health Department understood the mis-
sion: vaccinate as many people as possible 
as quickly as possible. They accomplished 
that by transforming the Amarillo Civic 
Center into an area-wide health clinic that 
is providing a crucial vaccine to thousands 
of people a day. 

“What has been accomplished in 
such a short time is truly remarkable. This 
is one of the primary steps in stopping the 
spread of COVID-19 in our community, 
and I would encourage our citizens who 
meet the current vaccination criteria to 
please get vaccinated and to take advan-
tage of this vital public resource.” 

The City of Amarillo is updating 
COVID-19 vaccine availability several 
times a day at https://amarilloalerts.com/. 

No COVID-19 report 
available this week

A COVID-19 update was not 
available at press time Monday 
due to the Clarendon Family 
Medical Center being closed.

Clinic spokesperson Marsha 
Bruce said COVID-19 stats were 
not available because a power 
failure and frozen waterlines led 
to the clinic being closed.

Residents are urged to con-
tinue to practice social distanc-
ing and to wear masks to limit 
exposure and transmission of the 
COVID-19 virus.  

FEMA announced Sunday 
that federal emergency aid has 
been made available to the state 
of Texas to supplement state and 
local recovery eff orts in areas 
aff ected by a severe winter storm 
beginning on Feb. 11, 2021 and 
continuing.

Gov. Greg Abbott thanked 
the president for approving the 
state’s request.

“I thank President Biden for 
quickly issuing a Federal Emer-
gency Declaration for Texas 

as we continue to respond to 
severe winter weather conditions 
throughout the state,” said Gover-
nor Abbott. “This disaster declara-
tion provides Texas with additional 
resources and assistance that will 
help our communities respond to 
this winter weather.”

The president’s action autho-
rizes FEMA to coordinate all 
disaster relief eff orts, which have 
the purpose of alleviating the 
hardship and suff ering caused by 
the emergency on the local popu-

lation, and to provide appropriate 
assistance for required emergency 
measures, authorized under Title 
V of the Robert T. Staff ord Disas-
ter Relief and Emergency Assis-
tance Act, to save lives and to 
protect property and public health 
and safety, and to lessen or avert 
the threat of a catastrophe in all 
254 Texas counties.

Specifi cally, FEMA is autho-
rized to identify, mobilize, and 
provide at its discretion, equip-
ment and resources necessary to 

alleviate the impacts of the emer-
gency.  Emergency protective 
measures for mass care and shel-
tering and direct federal assistance 
will be provided at 75 percent fed-
eral funding. 

Jerry S. Thomas has been 
named as the Federal Coordinat-
ing Offi  cer for federal response 
operations for the aff ected area. 
Additional designations may be 
made later if requested by the state 
and warranted by the results of 
further assessments. 

City hits new sales 
tax revenue record

December sales drove sales 
tax collections higher in two 
Donley County municipalities, 
according to Texas Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar. 

Clarendon’s allocation 
for February rose 3.12 per-
cent to $47,348.64 compared to 
$45,914.54 for the same period 
last year.  The city is now 7.01 
percent ahead for the calendar 
year-to-date with sales tax rev-
enue of $80,727.73.

City Administrator David 
Dockery said this month is the 
best February on record for the 
city. 

Howardwick was up 14.23 
percent for the month at $1,836.45 
and is now 17.77 percent ahead 
for the calendar year at $3,434.35.

The City of Hedley’s alloca-
tion, however, was down 16.63 
percent to $1,233.84 this month 
and is down 3.03 percent for the 
year at $1,914.53.

Statewide, Hegar distributed 
$1.05 billion in local sales tax 
allocations for February, 0.7 per-
cent more than in February 2020. 

These allocations are based 
on sales made in December 
by businesses that report tax 
monthly; October, November 
and December sales by quarterly 
fi lers; and 2020 sales by busi-
nesses that report tax annually. 

Arctic storm 
puts area in 
deep freeze

An artic storm had Donley County, 
the entire State of Texas, and much of the 
central United States in its grip this week 
as temperatures plunged well below freez-
ing.

Accumulated snowfall locally was 
only about three inches as of Monday, but 
temperatures dropped over the weekend 
with reports as low as -12°F before sun-
rise Monday morning. Wind chills were 
expected in the -25° to -30° range. 

Temperatures were forecast to climb 
towards the end of this week, but more 
snow was expected Tuesday afternoon 
into Wednesday.

THE CLARENDON ENTERPRISE went to 
press Monday as SWEPCO and Greenbelt 
Electric Cooperative warned that stresses 
on the regional power grid – the Southwest 
Power Pool – could lead to planned out-
ages. Portions of the state below the Pan-
handle were already experiencing rolling 
blackouts Monday morning, lasting hours 
at a time. Power companies and natural 
gas providers urged customers to conserve 
energy any way possible to reduce the load 
on the system.

Local schools and many businesses 
were already closed Monday for Presidents 
Day, and the storm caused some weekend 
activities to be postponed. Clarendon Col-
lege closed all campuses Monday due to 
weather with classes being held virtually. 
CC also planned to close its campuses for 
classes on Tuesday due to potential black-
outs, according to social media posts from 
the college.

Clarendon CISD Superintendent 
Jarod Bellar said he and Hedley Superin-
tendent Garrett Bains were considering a 
late start for classes on Tuesday but were 
also watching weather reports and utility 
warnings with the potential of canceling 
school on Wednesday.

The Clarendon Lions Club planned 
a virtual meeting in place of its regular 
Tuesday noon meeting. 

For updates on the winter storm, 
check ClarendonLi ve.com and Facebook.
com/TheEnterprise or follow @Claren-
donTxNews on Twitter.

CHILDRESS – The Texas 
Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT) reported crews were 
working around the clock in 
12-hour shifts early this week, 
clearing and monitoring roadways 
while responding quickly to any 
trouble spots since the beginning 
of a record-breaking temperature 
winter storm that impacted the 
state late Saturday night. 

In the Childress District, 
crews were clearing snow-packed 
roadways while removing large 
snow drifts that occurred in sev-
eral counties. 

TxDOT urged drivers to 
stay off  the roadway unless travel 

cannot be avoided. With another 
round of snow predicted on Tues-
day, crews will continue to work 
non-stop treating, clearing and 
monitoring roadways. Crews will 
concentrate on Tier 1 and Tier 2 
roads (I-40 and US Highways) 
before moving to State High-
ways (SH) and Farm-To-Market 
(FM) roads. Crews will also work 
to clear those roadways around 
schools and hospitals.  

If travel cannot be avoided, 
follow these winter weather driv-
ing tips:

Always use caution on icy 
or slick roads. Slow down when 
approaching turns, bridges and 

shaded spots. Remember, bridges 
and overpasses are the fi rst places 
on a roadway to freeze. 

Don’t tailgate. Increase the 
space between you and the vehicle 
in front of you by allowing at least 
three times the normal following 
distance. 

When you must stop, brake 
gently and use slow, steady pushes 
to test traction.  

Don’t use cruise control. 
Cruise control can quickly turn 
into “lose control” in icy condi-
tions.  

If you fi nd yourself in a skid, 
stay calm and keep both hands on 
the wheel. Take your foot off  the 

gas, look where you want to go, 
and then steer in that direction.  

Give extra space to vehicles 
that may be parked on the side of 
the road. Move over a lane when 
you see a vehicle with its fl ashing 
lights on, such as a tow truck, law 
enforcement vehicle, emergency 
vehicle, or TxDOT vehicle. 

The Childress District serves 
the following counties: Briscoe, 
Childress, Collingsworth, Cottle, 
Dickens, Donley, Foard, Hall, 
Hardeman, King, Knox, Motley 
and Wheeler. 

For conditions across the 
state, drivers can go to drivetexas.
org or call 1-800-452-9292. 

Bi-District Champions
The Clarendon Lady Broncos beat Stratford last Thursday in Canyon to claim the 2021 bi-district title. The ladies were sched-
uled to play New Deal at Plainview Tuesday as the Enterprise went to press. Visit Facebook.com/TheEnterprise for playoff 
updates and game results.  ENTERPRISE PHOTOS / ELAINA ESTLACK

Biden okays Texas emergency declaration

TxDOT works around-the-clock clearing roads

Utilities urge conservation during storm
 Southwestern Electric Power 

Co. (SWEPCO) and Greenbelt 
Electric Cooperative were both 
asking their customers this week to 
conserve electricity as the winter 
storm placed heavy demand on the 
regional power grid. 

Acting upon a request of 
the Southwest Power Pool (SPP), 
the utilities asked customers to 

conserve electricity for 48 hours 
beginning at 12:01 a.m. Monday.

The SPP, the regional orga-
nization that manages the electric 
grid across 17 central and western 
US states, reports a high demand 
for electricity that is expected to 
increase over the next several days 
because of persistent, widespread 
and extreme cold.

Steps to reduce electricity use 
include:

Turn down the thermostat 
two to three degrees, especially 
overnight. (Consider wearing 
additional layers of clothing to 
remain comfortable.);

Set programmable thermo-
stats to lower temperatures when 
no one is home;

Limit use of large appliances 
(i.e., dishwasher, washer, dryer, 
etc.);

Avoid using unnecessary 
lighting and other electrical 
devices; and

Open curtains on the sunny 
side of the house to warm up your 
home. If there’s no sun, close the 
shades to keep warm air inside.

Clarendon teams 
traveling this week

The Clarendon Broncos will 
play Fritch on Thursday, Feb. 18 
in Pampa following a possible 
Panhandle vs. Gruver girls game 
at 6 p.m. 

The boys game will start at 
approximately 7:30 p.m. Tick-
ets can be bought at the door; $5 
and $3. No voucher is needed and 
passes are accepted.

The Clarendon Lady Bron-
cos game against New Deal was 
moved to 6:00 p.m. Tuesday at 
Plainview High School.

Results from each of these 
games will be shared on Clar-
endonLive.com as they become 
available.

Watch the ENTERPRISE’s Face-
book stream for live coverage of 
the Clarendon games as the teams 
continue through the playoffs. 
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Extension plans 
ag conference

The Southeast Texas Pan-
handle Ag Conference will be 
held Wednesday, March 3, in 
Clarendon at the Donley County 
Activity Center.  

Registration will be from 
8:00 to 8:30 and the program 
immediately following.  

This year’s speakers will 
include Dr. John Robinson, 
state cotton economist; Dr. Pete 
Dotray, Extension weed special-
ist; Kati Lewis, soil specialist; 
Murillo Maeda, cotton agrono-
mist and DeDe Jones, risk man-
agement specialist.  

Lunch will be provided by 
Bertie Fannie’s of Memphis.  
Four CEUs will be offered and 
those that want to participate in 
the Auxin meeting following the 
main program will also receive 
required certifi cation and an addi-
tional one CEU laws and regula-
tions hour.  The cost will be $10. 

Those interested are asked 
to RSVP to the Donley County 
Extension Offi ce at 806-874-
2141.  Social distancing and 
proper COVID-19 precautions 
will be expected. 

Baseball sign-ups 
set for March 1-2

The Clarendon Baseball 
League will be holding sign-ups 
for baseball players and softball 
players age nine to 16. Monday 
& Tuesday, March 1 and March 2, 
at the Bronco Gym from 4:00 to 
6:00 p.m. $50 due at sign up.

The City of Clarendon will be 
the only local government holding 
an election this spring after four can-
didates came forward to run for two 
positions on the city council by the 
fi ling deadline February 12.

Aldermen Jacob Fangman and 
Terri Floyd will be joined on the 
ballot by former alderman Tommy 
Hill and junior high principal Travis 
Victory. Mayor Sandy Skelton is 

unopposed in his re-election bid.
The city election will be held 

Saturday, May 1, 2021.
Other local boards did not 

attract enough candidates to have 
contested elections, and those elec-
tions will likely be canceled.

All three incumbents on the 
Donley County Hospital District 
Board of Directors fi led to serve 

The Clarendon City Coun-
cil appointed Terri Floyd to fi ll the 
vacant term formerly held by her 
son, Nathan Floyd, during its meet-
ing last Thursday, February 18.

Floyd is a local business owner 
and has previously served several 
years on the Clarendon Economic 
Development Corporation board. 

The unexpired term Floyd was 
appointed to expires in May, and she 
has already fi led to run for the posi-
tion on this spring’s city ballot.

In other city news last week, 

the council met with Linda Lewis 
via Zoom to discuss code issues at 
the old Neece house at Sixth and 
Bugbee. 

Lewis told aldermen she will 
have the dilapidated garage torn 
down within about three months 
and also said a roofer was coming to 
look at what needs to be done on the 
house.

Aldermen also approved a 
$1,000 donation to the Meals on 
Wheels program at the Donley 
County Senior Citizens.

The council considered engi-
neering services for a Downtown 
Revitalization Grant application and 
selected OJD Engineering for that 
work.

An agreement was approved 
with CNS-Pantex for a lightning 
location protection system station at 
the Smiley Johnson Municipal Air-
port. Pantex will pay the city $3,800 
for the station being there from 2001 
through 2020 and will then pay the 
city $1,000 per year for the next fi ve 
years. 

The Jewel of the Plains suf-
fered greatly last week when the 
artic storm caused a water leak that 
fl ooded parts of the Donley County 
Courthouse.

County Judge John Howard 
said it appears a fresh-air intake 
dampener failed to close properly 
allowing subzero air to enter one 
of the courthouse’s units, caus-
ing copper water lines in air coil to 
develop multiple leaks.

The leak in the unit in the 1890 
building’s attic likely began Sunday 
night or early Monday morning Feb-
ruary 14 or 15, the judge said. Due to 
a government holiday on the Febru-
ary 15, the damage was not discov-
ered until Tuesday, February 16.

By that time, the leak had virtu-
ally destroyed the second fl oor offi ce 

of the county attorney above the 
courthouse entrance, and water had 
leaked into the vault of the fi rst fl oor 
judge’s offi ce, fl ooded the main cor-
ridor on the ground fl oor and entered 
the basement.

Water was also leaking from the 
ceiling of the courthouse entry way, 
forming a giant icicle and creating an 
ice fl ow down the main steps to the 
building.

On the second fl oor, 130-year-
old pine fl oors buckled between the 
county attorney’s offi ce and the dis-
trict courtroom, and water fl owed 
down the main staircase, ruining the 
fi nish on the wooden treads. 

Frost on the inside of some of 
the windows in the building was as 
thick as a centimeter in some places, 
Howard said.

County workers turned off the 
water supply to the faulty unit and 
got as much of the water as possible 
out of the building. Howard said 
CarpetTech of Amarillo was called 
in to extract more water and set up 
dehumidifi ers. 

An insurance adjuster inspected 
the damage last Friday, and Howard 
said the county will likely wait until 
warmer weather to replace the unit, 
which will remain out of service 
until then. 

The county has water detectors 
set up in several locations, but this 
leak occurred in just such a way that 
it missed setting off those alarms. 

Howard said the damage is bad 
but that it can and will be repaired, 
and he said he is grateful that the 
damage was not worse. 

The Clarendon Family Medi-
cal Center reports COVID-19 infec-
tions seem to have subsided among 
Donley County residents this week, 
and offi cials say a state vaccination 
clinic is being planned for next week.

As of Tuesday morning, the 
clinic has only one active case under 
its care, P.J. O’Keefe told the Enter-
prise for the clinic.

“We’re seeing fewer sick people 
now,” O’Keefe said.

Since the last update from the 
clinic on February 9, only two addi-
tional people have tested positive for 
the virus. This again does not include 
information on people who have 
may have tested at facilities outside 
the county.

Meanwhile, Donley County 
Judge John Howard, MD, reports 
that the clinic has received another 

allocation of 100 does of the vaccine 
but there are more than 300 people 
on a waiting list. Howard said the 
local clinic has been working with 
the Associated Ambulance Author-
ity to administer vaccines as well as 
antibody infusions for sick patients.

Howard reported the state will 
hold a vaccination clinic at the Bair-
fi eld Activity Center on the campus 
of Clarendon College next Friday, 
March 5. State personnel will be 
staying over in Clarendon that night 
and are planning another vaccina-
tion clinic in Memphis the next day, 
Howard said.

More information about the 
vaccination clinic was not available 
at press time but will be posted on 
ClarendonLive.com and Facebook.
com/TheEnterprise as it becomes 
available. 

Sandell will host 
TobyMac April 16

The Drive-In Theater Tour 
that was so popular in 2020 is 
back with superstar TobyMac 
scheduled to be at Clarendon’s 
Sandell Drive-In on April 16.

The DiverseCity Band and 
Cochren & Co. will also appear 
for the live and in person for a 
night unlike you’ve ever experi-
enced before. Tickets on sale now 
at www.DriveInTheaterTour.com. 

Methodist youth 
to host luncheon

The public is invited to 
attend a rescheduled Valentine’s 
Day Lunch, February 28, hosted 
by the Clarendon First United 
Methodist Youth.

Donations will be accepted, 
and social distancing and wearing 
of masks will be practiced. There 
are two times available for lunch. 
The times are noon and 1:00 p.m. 
To sign up, visit fi rstumcclaren-
dontx.org.

All youth (grades 6th-12th) 
are welcome to participate. 
If interested in going to Ceta 
Canyon, youth should meet with 
the youth group on February 27 at 
2  p.m. for further details.

Donley County Clerk Fay 
Vargas has announced her retirement 
after more than 30 years of service.

Vargas told the Enterprise that 
her health was the main reason she 
chose to retire. Her resignation 
becomes effective February 28.

“The time was just right with 
my health,” Vargas said. “With this 
COVID, I’ve managed to avoid it, 
but I’ve decided it’s time.”

Vargas said the county is also 
going to be getting new voting 
equipment this year and the Legisla-
ture is meeting and will likely make 
changes to election laws, so those 
were also factors infl uencing her.

“I’m looking forward to my 
only responsibility to be to go vote,” 
she said. “I encourage everyone to 

get out and vote. I appreciate every 
voter who helped keep me in offi ce, 
and I thank them for their support.”

Vargas succeeded P.C. Messer 
as the county and district clerk and 
has served in that role for 34 years 
and two months. In all that time, she 
said she’s only had three people run 
against her for the job.

Vargas was the county’s only 
Democrat in offi ce. When she fi rst 
ran, Democrats held every elected 
offi ce at the county level. Since then, 
those other offi ces have either been 
won by Republicans or the offi ce 
holders have switched parties.

Donley County Commissioners 
will meet this Friday to name some-
one to fi ll Vargas’ position. Her term 
expires in 2022. 

Courthouse suffers severe water damage

Ice fl ows down near the entrance of the Donley County Court-
house last week.  COURTESY PHOTO

Vargas resigns from 
county clerk position

COVID cases fall as 
state plans shot clinic

City council appoints Floyd to vacancy

Mayor Sandy Skelton with Alderman Terri Floyd.

Four seeking city positions

Local champions
The Hedley Owls and the Clarendon Broncos both clinched Bi-District Championships last week. 
Hedley (top photo) beat Ft. Elliott for the title Friday night, and the Broncos beat Sanford-Fritch on 
Thursday to advance. In the bottom photo, Cayden D’Costa holds up the Broncos’ trophy. For more 
details about local playoff games, see pages three and six.  ENTERPRISE PHOTOS / ROGER ESTLACK See ‘Candidates’ on page 4.
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ACTIVE CASES 0 
AS PATIENTS OF LOCAL CLINIC
TOTAL CONFIRMED  403

TOTAL DEATHS 13
TOTAL TESTS (at local clinic) 1281
NEGATIVE RESULTS 921
CONFIRMED (at local clinic) 360
CONFIRMED (elsewhere) 43*
SOURCE: DONLEY COUNTY JUDGE’S OFFICE

in DONLEY COUNTY

UPDATED:  Mar. 8, 2021, at 9:00 a.m.  THE CLARENDON ENTERPRISE

*This number may be higher due to delays in reporting from outside agencies.

The Clarendon College Rodeo 
Teams competed at Odessa in the 
fi rst rodeo of the semester Febru-
ary 25-27, and the men’s team came 
away with several event champions 
as well as the team championship.  

They fi nished with 465 points 
followed by Western Texas College 
with 400, Sul Ross University with 
395 and Texas Tech University with 
225 points as the top four teams.  

In the bareback riding, Rickey 
Williams scored a 72 in both the long 
and short rounds to fi nish sixth in the 
average while Cole Franks was 74 in 
the long round for third place and 73 
in the short round to fi nish fourth in 
the average.  

Clarendon had four saddle 
bronc riders make it back to the short 
round with Cash Wilson winning the 
top spot with his rides of 80 points 
in the long round for fi rst place, 74 
and fourth place in the short round 
and fi rst place in the average.  Cole 
Franks was 70 points in the long 
round and tied for fi rst in the short 
round with a 79-point ride fi nishing 
third in the average.  

Keene Justesen tied for second 
in the long round with his 75 point 
ride while his 70 points in the short 
round earned him fourth in the aver-
age. Cauy Pennington was 70 points 
in the long round but bucked off in 
the short round. Kreese Milligan and 

CC tuition staying 
same for 2021-22

Clarendon College will not 
increase its tuition for the 2021-
2022 academic year following the 
February 18 meeting of the Board 
of Regents.

As the economy continues to 
feel the effect of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the regents elected to 
hold the tuition and fees stable at 
the same rate as the current 2020-
2021 academic year. 

Typically, the college han-
dles budget decisions at the end of 
May during odd numbered years 
when the state legislature meets to 
discuss and vote on budgets, but 
the board chose to be proactive on 
this matter, according to a college 
press release.

CC President Tex Buck-
haults noted that it is important 
for the college to take a positive 
proactive stance to show students 
they are cared for and matter. This 
news comes at a time when bud-
gets are tight for all stakeholders, 
including the public, the students, 
and the college itself. 

The college said the board’s 
decision is in keeping with the 
tradition of Clarendon College 
and shows that they are serious 
about putting the fi nancial interest 
of students fi rst.

By Sandy Anderberg
The Broncos brought home two 

gold balls last week in their quest to 
become number one in the class 2A 
standings for the 2020-2021 season. 

Only two games remain in their 
mission to win a State Champion-
ship. As the Enterprise went to press 
Monday night, the Broncos were 
preparing to play Lipan in Graham 
on March 9 to punch their ticket to 
the State Final game in San Antonio 
this weekend. 

Game results will be posted 
on ClarendonLive.com and on 
Facebook.com/TheEnterprise. The 
Mulkey Theatre will be screening 
the games live on the big screen with 
no charge for admission.

In the Wink game, Senior Don-
ovan Thompson’s 37-point game 
helped to propel their way to the 
Regional Championship in a high-
scoring game that fi nished at 85-65 
in front of at least 1,000 fans at Lit-
tlefi eld High School.

The Broncos played hard in the 
opening quarter, but only led by fi ve 
when time ran out on the fi rst eight 
minutes of play.   They were able to 
regroup defensively and hold off the 
Wildcat offense with their strength 
and quickness.  

The Broncos quickly put points 
on the board to lead by 12 about the 
5-minute mark and fi nish the quarter 
with a good lead at 41-28.

The third quarter is when 
Thompson made his big run in the 
game making 16 of his point total.  
Overall, the Broncos’ solid offensive 

attack worked well all night long 
with each of the Broncos making a 
difference at just the right times.  The 
Broncos turned in a 67 percent scor-
ing average from the free throw line, 
which is huge in a big game.  The 
Wildcats were not far behind the 
Broncos as they put in 62 percent of 
their attempts.

Joining Thompson in double 
fi gures was Cayden D’Costa with 
14, Lamarcus Peniger with 13 points, 
and Sylvester Ballard with 10.

Jordan Herndon fi nished with 
six, Lyric Smith three, and Jmaury 
Davis and Harrison Howard put in 
one each.

Earlier in the week, the Broncos 
fl ew by Christoval at 51-29 in the 
Regional Semi-Final game in Slaton.  
The Broncos had an easy go of it 
against the Cougars, but team real-
izes things will get tougher down the 
road. Once again, the Broncos took 
the early lead in the game and held 
the Cougars to only 10 points in the 
fi rst half of play to lead by 23.  

Davis was unstoppable as he 
put in 18 points in the game convert-
ing four for four from the bonus line.  
As a team, the Broncos put in 67 per-
cent of their free shots.

Christoval was never able to 
make any kind of a run on the Bron-
cos as once again their quickness on 
the court caused too many turnovers 
for their opponent.

Herndon and Ballard put in 
eight points each in the win, and 
Thompson and D’Costa added six 
apiece, while Peniger added fi ve.

COVID-19 vaccine 
available this week

Clarendon Family Medi-
cal Center will be getting more 
COVID-19 vaccine doses this 
week as Donley County reports its 
third week with no active cases.

Donley County Judge John 
Howard, MD, said 306 people 
were vaccinated by state offi cials 
on Friday at the Bairfi eld Activity 
Center. 

The local clinic has con-
ducted 15 more tests since last 
Monday, but none of the tests 
came back positive. 

Clinic spokesperson Marsha 
Bruce says vaccinations will be 
given to medical employees, 
those 65 and older, school teach-
ers and staff, daycare workers, 
and anyone over 18 with high 
risk chronic medical conditions. 
If someone’s doctor has advised 
them to get the vaccine, they are 
also eligible to get the shot.

Those interested in being 
vaccinated are asked to call the 
clinic and sign up at 874-3531. 
Due to storage requirements for 
the vaccine, doses will be given to 
ten patients at a time.  

St. Mary’s holding 
fi sh fry this Friday

The dine-in option is back 
this Friday, March 12, when St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church holds its 
next Fish Fry from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. at 510 E. Montgomery.

 The church is still asking 
people to continue to practice 
social distancing and the wearing 
of masks. 

Take-out orders will still be 
available also, and all meals cost 
$12 Proceeds will benefi t the 
church’s building fund. Call-in 
orders are welcome at 874-3910.

Dawson Reedy brought home the 
buckles in the team roping by win-
ning both rounds and the average 
with their 6.8 and 7.3 second runs.  

In the bull riding, Dawson 
Gleaves was fourth in the long round 

with his 72 point ride and won the 
short round with an 84-point ride 
putting him second in the average.  

The Bulldogs held on to their 
top spot in the team standings while 
Wison and Franks maintained the 

top spots in the saddle bronc and 
bareback riding standings.  

 The team’s next rodeo is sched-
uled for March 18-20 in Levelland 
and is being hosted by Eastern New 
Mexico University.  

Broncos to face Lipan for state semi
The Clarendon Bronco Basketball team celebrates a 85-65 win over Wink for the Regional Championship last Friday evening in Littlefi eld.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

Clarendon posts wins 
over Christoval, Wink

Sylvester Ballard goes up for two during the Broncos’ victory over Wink Friday night in Little Field. 
ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ELAINA ESTLACK

2021 REGIONAL
CHAMPIONS

CC men’s rodeo team 
takes title in Odessa

CC cowboys Cash Wilson (left photo) and Kreese Milligan and Dawson Reedy.  COURTESY PHOTOS
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ACTIVE CASES 1 
AS PATIENTS OF LOCAL CLINIC
TOTAL CONFIRMED  409

TOTAL DEATHS 13
TOTAL TESTS (at local clinic) 1388
NEGATIVE RESULTS 1022
CONFIRMED (at local clinic) 366
CONFIRMED (elsewhere) 43*
SOURCE: DONLEY COUNTY JUDGE’S OFFICE

in DONLEY COUNTY

UPDATED:  Apr. 20, 2021, at 1:30 p.m.  THE CLARENDON ENTERPRISE

*This number may be higher due to delays in reporting from outside agencies.

About 100 people helped raise 
awareness of child abuse during the 
ninth annual Chance Mark Jones 
Roar & Run 5K & Polar Bear 
Plunge last Saturday, April 17, at 
the Clarendon Aquatic Center.

Ninety-fi ve people registered 
for the event with about 50 actu-
ally running or walking the 5K, and 
16 or more braving the biting cold 
weather to be the fi rst members of 
the public to jump into the city’s 
new pool. Dozens more volunteers, 
supporters, and spectators were also 
in attendance. 

Two Memphis residents were 
the top men’s and women’s fi nish-
ers of the 5K. Ryder Robison, age 

15, had the best overall time of 18 
minutes, 24 seconds, and took fi rst 
place in the 11-19 age group. Kay 
Mendoza, age 18, had the best time 
of all women, coming in at 22:21 in 
the same age division.

New this year, city offi  cials 
allowed registered participants 
to jump into the new Clarendon 
Aquatic Center pool, which will for-
mally open on Memorial Day week-
end. One feature of the new center 
is a basketball goal purchased by 
the Clarendon Lions Club in honor 
of the late Chance Mark Jones. 

Participants of the 5K and the 
plunge were encouraged to wear 
crazy costumes for the events. 

Judges selected Boss Lion Landon 
Lambert’s tutu outfi t as the best of 
the plunge participants and 12-year-
old Ayden Bordonaro’s dinosaur 
costume won the runner’s division.

Complete results of this year’s 
race are as follows: Top Men’s Time 
– Ryder Robison, 18:24; Top Wom-
en’s Time – Kay Mendoza, 22:21; 
10 and under – 1st Kutter O’Keefe 
31:46, 2nd Lester Graham 58:50, 
and 3rd Joshua Jones; Ages 11-19 
– 1st Robison 18:24, 2nd Bryce 
Williams 20:15, 3rd Tyler Tuttle 
21:57; Ages 20-29 – 1st Monty Hol-
land 25:30, 2nd Caitlin Christopher 
30:12, and 3rd Haley Kirk 52:17; 
Ages 30-39 – 1st John Robison 

29:04, 2nd Amber Williams 47:00, 
and 3rd Cody Jones 55:36; Ages 
40-49 – 1st J.D. McMahon 24:37, 
2nd Maria Hale 25:32, and 3rd 
Andrew Brown 29:48; Ages 50-59 
– 1st Michelle Branigan 29:43, 
2nd Christi Benson 32:00, and 3rd 
Shirley Blank 33:57; and Ages 60 
and Up – 1st Dan Purdy 32:10, 2nd 
Nancy Kidd 47:27, and 3rd Bob 
Weiss 48:12.

The race sponsored by the 
Clarendon Lions Club honors the 
life of four-year-old Chance Mark 
Jones, who died from child abuse 
in 2011.

Proceeds support the charita-
ble activities of the Lions Club.

CC troupe to stage 
The Master Builder

The Clarendon College The-
atre Department marks its tri-
umphant return to the stage this 
Friday and Saturday with Ibsen’s 
“The Master Builder.” 

Come join them for an 
evening of modern drama as 
Clarendon College students dem-
onstrate the allure and power of 
this ancient and lively art. The 
play follows a man visited by a 
forceful young woman who drives 
him to face his greatest fear.

 Performances are Friday, 
April 23, and Saturday, April 24, 
at 7 p.m. both nights in the Harned 
Sisters Fine Arts Auditorium. 
Doors open at 6:45. Admission 
is free, and masks are required to 
enter.

GT students to hold 
showcase Monday

Gifted & Talented students 
at Clarendon CISD will present 
their projects during the school’s 
annual GT Showcase next 
Monday, April 26.

The public is invited and 
encouraged to attend and see what 
these students from elementary 
through high school age have put 
together. The Showcase will be 
held from 9 a.m. to noon in the 
Old Gym.

Former CHS 
coaches in 
UIL top 100

Clarendon High School basket-
ball made headlines this year with 
the Broncos’ fi rst ever state cham-
pionship last month, but two former 
CHS coaches have also received 
notable recognition. 

In celebration of 100 years 
of UIL Texas high school basket-
ball, the University Interscholastic 
League with the help of some of the 
state’s foremost experts and histori-
ans, the UIL earlier this spring hon-
ored 100 of the top coaches to walk 
the sidelines in UIL History in both 
boys’ and girls’ competition.

Only two names from CHS 
made those lists – Coach Carl Irl-
beck for boys’ basketball and Coach 
Jimmy Avery for girls’ basketball.

Irlbeck played for Clarendon 
College in 
1959 when 
the Bulldogs 
won the West-
ern Junior 
College Con-
ference cham-
pionship. He 
then coached 
b a s k e t b a l l 
at Nazareth, 
C l a r e n d o n , 
A b e r n a t h y , 
Plainview, Pla-
inview Chris-
tian, Monterey, 
and Hart. He’s 
known for his 
crew-cut hair 
and cowboy 
boots, which 
he used to 
stomp the fl oor and get players’ 
attention.  

Irlbeck took the Bronchos to the 
state tournament in 1971 and overall 
has had 25 teams advance to region-
als and coached nine state champions 
in four sports – three in basketball, 
three in tennis, two in cross country, 
and one in volleyball. He has taught 
for more than 59 years and coached 
for 55. He’s been inducted into the 
Texas High School Basketball Hall 
of Fame and the Panhandle Sports 
Hall of Fame and has a career record 
of 1,065 wins and 501 losses.

Avery coached for 32 years. He 
began his career at Petersburg fol-
lowed by Levelland, Spur, Shallowa-
ter, Lubbock-Roosevelt, Clarendon, 
Big Spring, Tuscola, Grady, Trophy 
Club Byron Nelson, and Ponder. 

Coaching boys basketball at 
CHS, Avery led the Broncos to bi-
district championships in 1995 and 
1997. He won a state championship 
Tuscola Jim Ned in 2008, made two 
other appearances in the state tourna-
ment, and coached a state champion-
ship in cross-country in 2003. Avery 
has a career record of 813-315.

Coach Avery has been honored 
with the Chuck Moser Coach of 
the Year award, was named the Big 
Country Coach of the Year twice, 
and was the 2A South Plains Coach 
of the Year in 1993.

By Ted Harbin
SAN ANGELO – Cole Franks 

has spent his life around rodeo. 
That happens when he’s the son 

of a ProRodeo cowboy, but there’s 
more to it. He is making his way in 
the game his own way as a bareback 
rider. Though he’s just beginning, he 
proved Friday night that he’s more 
than capable. 

He spurred Northcott Macza 
Rodeo’s Hot Flash for 88 points to 
take the opening-night lead at the 
San Angelo Stock Show and Rodeo 
on Friday at Foster Communications 
Coliseum. It was just the second 
time he’d ever posted a score that 
high and was the fi rst time he’d done 
it at an event sanctioned by the Pro-
fessional Rodeo Cowboys Associa-
tion, the premier body in the game. 

“I’d seen a couple videos on 

Facebook of that horse with Will 
Lowe and Orin Larsen, and he 
looked pretty hard to ride,” said 
Franks, 20, the son of Bret Franks, 
a three-time National Finals Rodeo 
qualifi er in saddle bronc riding and 
now the coach at Clarendon College. 

Franks came out the winner. 
More importantly, he will return in 
two weeks to compete in the champi-
onship round and take a shot at win-
ning one of the most coveted titles 
in the sport. 

“He left (the chute) really 
hard and had a little move right out 
of there and almost got me out of 
shape,” said Franks, a sophomore 
rodeoing for his dad at Clarendon 
and the leader of the Southwest 
Region’s bareback riding and all-
around standings. “I let my feet 
come up to the riggin’ and got back 

under him. He was strong and fast, 
but it felt really good.

“Being 88 was relieving, but it 
just wants to make you want to be 
89.” 

This is his rookie season, but 
it’s been a bit rough heading into the 
fi rst performance. He’s fi nished just 
out of the money at most rodeos he’s 
attended, but he gained a great deal 
of confi dence with Friday’s perfor-
mance. 

“I’d really like to win the rookie 
(of the year) title this year,” he said. 
“If I could make the NFR, that would 
be great, but I’m really going for it 
in 2022. That’s all in the crosshairs.” 

While his dad serves as his col-
lege coach, there have been plenty of 
mentors along the way. His dad can 
help with some aspects of bareback 
riding, but Bret Franks’ forte was in 

City voters casting 
ballots early now

Early voting began Monday 
in the City of Clarendon where 
voters will decide two positions 
on the city council.

Aldermen Jacob Fang-
man and Terri Floyd are seek-
ing re-election and are joined on 
the ballot by former alderman 
Tommy Hill and junior high prin-
cipal Travis Victory.

Mayor Sandy Skelton is also 
running for re-election but has no 
opposition on this year’s ballot.

Early ballots can be cast at 
the Donley County Courthouse 
Annex during regular busi-
ness hours from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
through April 27.  Early voters can 
also take advantage of extended 
voting hours from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
on April 22 and April 26.

Election day will be Sat-
urday, May 1, at the Courthouse 
Annex. 

Repairs set for 287 
through Clarendon

A Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) con-
tractor will begin concrete pave-
ment repairs on US 287 through 
Clarendon beginning April 27 
and continuing through April 30, 
weather permitting. 

During the repair work, traf-
fi c will be reduced to one lane. 
Local traffi  c is encouraged to fi nd 
an alternate route during the proj-
ect, if possible.

For more information, con-
tact TxDOT Public Information 
Offi  cer Ginger Wilson at (940) 
937-7288. Follow the Childress 
District on Twitter at @TxDOT-
Childress.

Memphis residents win annual 5K
Winners of the ninth annual Chance Mark Jones Roar & Run 5K & Polar Bear Plunge.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

the saddle. When he was fi rst getting 
started, Cole Franks received a grand 
education from Jeff rey Collins, the 
2000 bareback world champion. 

“Dad helps a lot with the mental 
aspects of rodeo,” Cole Franks said. 

“He’s also good with the physi-
cal side of it with the workouts and 
being in the best shape possible. 
Jeff  helped by drilling it into me to 
keep everything basic and make it as 
simple as possible.” 

TobyMac LIVE
Christian hip hop artist TobyMac drew a record crowd to the  Sandell Drive-In last Saturday night, April 17, for his live on-stage 
performance with an estimated attendance of 1,100 people including the audience, staff, and performers. Cochran & Co. opened 
for TobyMac and the Diverse City Band.  The Sandell’s next live concert will be held May 20 and will feature the return of Zach Wil-
liams, who performed in Clarendon last year and will appear this time with Mac Powell and CAIN. For more information about the 
upcoming performances, visit the Sandell’s Facebook page.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

Irlbeck

Avery

Franks spurs the San Angelo lead

Cole Franks riding in San Angelo.  COURTESY PHOTO / RIC ANDERSON
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THIS WEEK
3 Multiple accidents keep 
emergency personnel busy 
during holiday weekend.
4 Howardwick couple takes 
joy ride in kayaks down 
Carroll Creek.
6 Check out the scenes 
from opening day at the new 
aquatics center.
8 And read all about the 25 
garage sales in the county!
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!

For most Clarendon 
High School graduates, 
commencement in Bronco 
Stadium on May 21 was 
the culmination of about 13 
years of work and the step-
pingstone to their futures. 
But for one graduate, it 
was more meaningful, and 
the wait had been much 
longer… 78 years, in fact.

Jeane Spencer 
Bartlett’s family moved to 
Clarendon when she was 
just a young girl. She and 
her twin sister, Imogene, 
had started school back 
home in Pittsburg, Texas, 
but their father’s work as 
a highway construction 
superintendent drew them 
to the Panhandle. The girls 
and their siblings settled in, 
attended Clarendon public 
schools, and made friends 
as they advanced through 
the grades. Then just days 
before graduation in 1943, 
the unthinkable happened.

“Daddy got an assign-
ment for job in Okmulgee, 
Okla., that took him there in 
April,” Bartlett said. “When 
we moved, Daddy promised 
us that we could come back 
to Clarendon for graduation. 
But when the time came, he 
said, ‘No, you can’t go.’ We 
sat in the stadium in Okmul-
gee and watched those kids 
get their diplomas, but we 
hadn’t gone to school there 
long enough to graduate 
with them. I got my diploma 
from Clarendon by mail a 
few weeks later.” 

The broken promise 
bothered her a lot at the 
time; and, as the years went 
by, she would sometimes 
face the regret that she never 
got to have that experience 

in a cap and gown with her 
friends.

The Oklahoma job only 
lasted a short while, and the 
Spencer family returned to 
Clarendon, the place that 
Jeane would always refer 
to as her hometown as she 
lived out an impressive pro-
fessional career. 

In 1945, she took a 
job in the classifi ed depart-
ment of the Amarillo Globe-
News. Five years later, she 
became the secretary to the 
publisher and held that job 
for 25 years before being 
promoted to lead the Globe-
News’ human resources 
department and putting in 
another 25 years there. For 
30 years, Bartlett led the 
Globe-News’ spelling bee 
contest. Her work made her 
a legend in Panhandle jour-
nalism circles; and after her 
retirement in 2001, she was 
inducted into the Panhandle 
Press Association’s Hall of 
Fame in 2004.

“I didn’t look at as 
something big,” she said. “It 
was just a job I loved.”

Bartlett had entered the 
workforce with no inten-
tion of ever getting married. 
She felt like it just wasn’t 
something for her. But a 
few years after starting at 
the newspaper, a young man 
in the paper’s production 
department started pursu-
ing the young Jeane Spen-
cer. In 1959, she and Harry 
Bartlett were married and 
would remain inseparable 
for nearly 62 years.

In recent years, the 
couple moved into a retire-
ment center. As Harry’s 
health failed, he was moved 
from their apartment to 
a room of his own, and 
Jeane would go stay with 
him during the day. Last 
year, in the throes of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, she 
made the choice to give up 
her apartment in order to 
have a room next to Harry’s, 

so that she could continue 
their daily companionship. 
And there she would stay, 
isolated from her family, as 

Harry slowly slipped from 
the bonds of earthly life, 
passing away in March.

First Saturday 
events start 
this weekend

A new community promotional 
campaign is focusing on monthly 
activities and events starting this 
weekend and continuing throughout 
the year.

“First Saturday Clarendon, 
Texas” is a movement and market-
ing campaign to pool resources and 
centralize support behind a once-a-
month weekend of activities, trade 
days, shopping and fun in Clarendon 
and Donley County.

Saturday, June 5, marks the 
offi  cial return of Whistle-Stop Trade 
Days, and “First Saturday Clarendon, 
Texas” coincides with that event as 
well as the annual Trash to Treasures 
Garage Sale event, which is also this 
Saturday.

The volunteer led eff ort 
designed by Studio E Creative builds 
on the success of the Whistle-Stop 
and encourages businesses, organi-
zations, and anyone else planning 
an event to consider having it on 
the weekend of the First Saturday of 
each month. 

“This campaign will leverage 
the community’s collective reach 
to attract more people to come to 
Clarendon,” Studio E’s Ashlee 
Estlack said, “and not only come 
to Clarendon, but also to encourage 
them to ‘stay a little longer’ than just 
an hour or two.”

The campaign endorsed by the 
Clarendon Chamber of Commerce 
and the Clarendon Economic Devel-
opment Corporation. The Chamber 
board in April agreed to consider 
holding future events and promo-
tions on the fi rst Saturday weekends, 
and the CEDC board also agreed 
in April to include “First Saturday 
Clarendon, Texas” in its current 
regional marketing and to highlight 
First Saturday events on the Claren-
donTX.com website. 

“People come to town for the 
Trade Days,” Estlack said, “but they 
want and need more to do for that 
day to make the trip worthwhile.” 

This Saturday, for example, 
people can enjoy the food trucks, 
live music, and fun of the Whistle-
Stop and also check out 25 Trash To 
Treasures garage sales, enjoy time at 
the Clarendon Aquatic Center, and 
spend some quality movie time in 
Cinema City at either the Mulkey 
Theatre or the Sandell Drive-In.

July’s “First Saturday 
Clarendon, Texas” will feature the 
annual Saints’ Roost Celebration 
in addition to the Whistle-Stop, the 
aquatic center, and movies.

First Saturday events are being 
sought for August and September to 
go along with trade days. First Sat-
urday in October will see the return 
of the Lions Clubs members from 
across the Panhandle as they bring 
their fall cabinet meeting back to the 
Mulkey Theatre.

If you know of something hap-
pening on the fi rst weekend of each 
month, it can easily be added to the 
promotion mix by calling or texting 
806-662-4687, emailing ashlee.
estlack@gmail.com, visiting the 
“First Saturday, Clarendon Texas” 
Facebook page, or by fi lling out the 
contact form at ClarendonTX.com/
FirstSaturday.

Volunteers to gather 
fl ags next Monday

The Clarendon Lions Club 
and Scouts BSA Troops 433 and 
4433 are asking the public for 
volunteers to help pick up fl ags at 
Citizens Cemetery next Monday, 
June 7, at 5:00 p.m.

The groups have about 500 
fl ags to pick up on the graves of 
those who fought for their coun-
try at Citizens Cemetery. Former 
members of the VFW Auxiliary 
will be serving refreshments for 
those helping.

All able-bodied persons are 
asked to help with this project; 
and if the weather is bad, the fl ags 
will be picked up the next day. 

Garage sale event 
includes 25 entries

Bargain shoppers will be in 
for a treat during the 16th annual 
“Trash to Treasures” garage 
sale event that will be held in 
Clarendon and Howardwick this 
Saturday, June 6.

A total of 25 individual 
garage sales are scheduled to be 
held. A complete description of 
each sale is printed on the offi  cial 
Treasure Maps located on the last 
page of this week’s Enterprise.

From furniture to antiques, 
this weekend’s sales will feature 
hundreds of treasures just waiting 
to be uncovered at bargain prices. 
Sales generally start at 8 a.m. and 
run throughout the day.

“Trash to Treasures” is being 
promoted with advertising dollars 
in area communities thanks to 
the support of the offi  cial sales 
depicted on the maps. Many 
people from neighboring counties 
are expected attend this year’s 
sales. 

Aquatic Center opens
The Clarendon Aquatic Center formally opened last week with a ribbon cutting on Friday and grand opening on Saturday. Rainy 
weather put a damper on attendance and even caused the center to close early Sunday and Monday. Botton photo: Lifeguards 
take a group plunge following Friday’s ribbon cutting and open house. Top photo: The fi rst eight kids through the gate on Saturday 
take a jump into the pool simutaneously.  TOP PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK BOTTOM PHOTO / JOHN MOLDER

A Graduation Delayed
CHS alumna waits 78 years to don cap and gown

Class of 1943 member Jean Spencer Bartlett (center) is escorted by CHS juniors Rhett Caison, Madison 
Smith, Jentry Bellar, and Brock Hatley during the 2021 commencement on May 21.  COURTESY PHOTO

Bartlett with her senior portrait.  ENTERPRISE  PHOTO

Zero COVID cases 
reported since 4-23

COVID-19 continues to be 
held at bay in Donley County as 
vaccination rates rise, according 
to the Clarendon Family Medical 
Center.

Clinic spokesperson Marsha 
Bruce said Tuesday the clinic has 
not had a positive case of the virus 
since April 23. 

The clinic gave 27 COVID-
19 tests durign the month of May, 
Bruce reported. 

Total tests given for the dis-
ease now number 1,448 at the 
clinic with 1,082 negatives. Posi-
tive tests since the beginning of 
the pandemic at the clinic number 
366; and when combined with 
tests given elsewhere total 409.

Thirteen Donley County 
residents have died from the 
COVID-19 virus.

Bruce said 65 percent of 
people over the age of 65 have 
had one shot of a COVID-19 vac-
cine and 54 percent are fully vac-
cinated. 

The Texas Tribune reports 
that overall 24 percent of Donley 
County residents are fully vacci-
nated as of May 30.

State hits May 
sales tax high

Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar this week said state sales tax 
revenue totaled $3.4 billion in May, 
the highest-ever monthly total and 
30.1 percent more than in May 2020.

As with April’s results, year-
over-year increases for most tax rev-
enues this month and in the coming 
months will be among the highest in 
the history of the data series. This is 
due to base eff ects: year-ago revenue 
collections to which this year’s col-
lections are compared were severely 
suppressed by the pandemic. 

Compared to May 2019, state 
sales tax collections were up 12.9 
percent.See ‘Graduate’ on page 4.
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THIS WEEK
2 Dr. Wendler explains how 
WT is the most conservative 
public university in Texas.
4 Local Scouts complete 
six Eagle projects for the 
community.
6 Area FFA students attend 
leadership camp at CC.
8 And check out the plans for 
this year’s big celebration on 
July 3.
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!

Clarendon plans big  
celebration July 1-3

The 144th annual Saints’ 
Roost Celebration will be July 1, 
2, and 3, 2021, in Clarendon.

Coinciding with “First Satur-
day Clarendon, Texas,” this year’s 
celebration will include several 
traditional activities along with 
the Whistle-Stop Trade Days open 
July 3 and 4 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

A schedule of events is on 
page eight of this week’s Enter-
prise and on ClarendonLive.com. 

Craft booths must be 
reserved through the Donley 
County 4H by calling 806-874-
2141. Parade entry forms are 
available in this week’s Enterprise 
and online at ClarendonTX.com/
ChamberEvents. The Al Morrah 
Shrine Club barbecue tickets are 
$15 and are available at the Visi-
tor Center and the Enterprise.

For more information about 
the celebration, contact the 
Clarendon Visitor Center at 806-
874-2421.

Ed Vlosich, DDS Drew Vlosich, DDS
5 MEDICAL DRIVE • CLARENDON

MON. 8-5     TUES. 8-1

806.874.5628

JULY NEW PATIENT SPECIALS!
$99 Complete Exam
FREE Bleaching Tray

$300 VALUE!
MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR NEW PATIENT SPECIALS.

We’re pleased to introduce
Drew Vlosich, DDS
Texas A&M College of Dentistry 

Graduate 2021
Drew will begin seeing patients in July. Come see him!

FULL X-RAYS 
& CLEANING

W/ 2 WEEKS 
OF SUPPLIES

PATIENTS W/O 
INSURANACE

PATIENTS WITH 
INSURANACE

Aldermen 
okay $255k 
bid to chip 
seal streets 

The City of Clarendon took 
action to preserve currently paved 
streets when the city council met 
June 10 in regular session.

Aldermen approved a bid of 
$255,350 from Lipham Asphalt & 
Paving to seal coat 83,448 square 
yards of street surfaces, accord-
ing to City Administrator David 
Dockery.

“City workers will begin to 
level up some of these areas prior 
to the single course chip seal,” 
Dockery said. “This work will be 
done this summer.”

The council’s action comes 
at the recommendation of city 
engineer Che Shadle of OJD 
Engineering who recommended 
last month that the city act quickly 
to preserve streets with good sur-
faces. He also said streets of this 
type of construction need to be 
sealed every three to four years to 
protect them.

“They are starting to get 
cracks in them, and that will start 
water getting in them,” Shadle 
told the Enterprise in May. 
“They need to be chip sealed this 
summer.”

The cost estimate for this 
work was $300,000 to $325,000, 
Dockery reported last month.

While this work gets under-
way, OJD continues to develop 
a more extensive plan to address 
streets in a comprehensive way.

In other city business, alder-
men approved an agreement with 
Resound Networks for radio 
tower space. Dockery said the 
Pampa-based fi rm will off er Inter-
net service in Clarendon and will 
begin installing their equipment in 
mid-August.

Dockery said the council 
also performed the annual evalu-
ation of City Secretary Machiel 
Covey and noted her excellent 
work and contributions to the city.

In his administrator’s report, 
Dockery gave the council an 
update on the new aquatic center. 
He said attendance has increased 
following the bad weather during 
the facility’s opening.

“We’re pleased,” Dockery 
said. “The lifeguards are doing a 
good job, and the pool is operat-
ing as we had hoped.”

Clarendon will soon have a new 
dentist in town who will be ready to 
see patients beginning in July.

Dr. Drew Vlosich will join his 
father, Dr. Ed Vlosich, at Clarendon 
Dental Associates, the practice 
announced this week.

Drew is a 2021 graduate of 
the Texas A&M University College 
of Dentistry, and joining the family 
practice and following his father’s 
footsteps has long been his goal.

“I’ve wanted to do this ever 
since I was a very little kid when I’d 
go hang out at his offi  ce,” Drew said. 

Ed said Drew started working 
for him by cleaning the Amarillo 
offi  ce when he was 15. Since then, 
he’s received a biology degree from 
West Texas A&M University and 
got a medical certifi cation from the 
University of Texas – Dallas before 
attending A&M’s dental school. He 
was most recently awarded a gold 

medal by the faculty of the dental 
school for its Clinical Award in 
Leadership.

Drew lives in Amarillo with 
his wife, Breanne, and the couple’s 
three-year-old son and 10-week-old 
daughter. He will see patients in 
Clarendon on Mondays and Tues-
days and then work at the family’s 
Amarillo offi  ce on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays. 

Ed is happy to have Drew join-
ing the practice and will now begin 
stepping back from the fi rm.

“I’m just going to mentor Drew 
maybe through the end of the year,” 
Ed said. “I’m not going to do more 
dentistry.”

Clarendon Dental Associates 
assumed the practice of Dr. Rich-
ard Sheppard in Clarendon and will 
mark their two-year anniversary in 
Clarendon in November. They off er 
a wide range of services, including 

general dentistry, pediatric dentistry, 
oral surgery, implants, periodontics, 
crowns, bridges, fi llings, and root 
canals.

The Vlosichs are also work-
ing to bring other services to their 
Clarendon location and hope to soon 
be off ering orthodontic work as well.

Ed says patients can feel safe 
coming to Clarendon Dental Asso-
ciates as they follow all CDC and 
Texas Board of Dental Examiners 
safety protocols regarding air purifi -
cation and infection control.

“COVID just reinforced how 
important it is to do all the things we 
were doing already,” Ed said.

The offi  ce at 5 Medical Drive is 
open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on 
Mondays and from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. on Tuesdays. Appointments can 
be scheduled by calling 806-874-
5628, and new patient specials are 
being off ered in July.

Clarendon College sophomore Cole Franks (top photo) won three of four rounds of bareback riding 
at the College National Finals Rodeo last weekend to win the bareback riding national champion-
ship. Five of the six Clarendon cowboys scored points, which enabled the Bulldogs to win the NIRA 
men’s team title. The team is show here (bottom photo) with coach Bret Franks center. 

COURTESY PHOTOS / JACKIE JENSEN

By Ted Harbin, TwisTed Rodeo
CASPER, Wyo. – Cole Franks 

wasn’t quite sure what to get his dad 
for Father’s Day.

He and some of his teammates 
from the Clarendon (Texas) College 
rodeo team collaborated to provide 
the perfect present: three national 
championships in one fell swoop.

Franks is a sophomore at his 
hometown college, and his dad, Bret 
Franks, is the rodeo team’s coach. 
The Clarendon cowboys began com-
petition last week with the goal of 
winning the men’s team title; they 
got a little more than that to go with 
it.

Cole Franks won three rounds 
and placed in a fourth to win the 
bareback riding crown. He also 
added points in saddle bronc riding, 
and that helped him to the coveted 
all-around championship. Of all the 
awards and accolades he received 
last week at the College National 
Finals Rodeo in Casper, one sticks 
out more than the rest.

“Of the three, the team title 
means the most because since the 
fi rst day of school, that was the top 
goal of this team,” he said. “We’ve 
all been pushing each other for it. 
We’ve been doing everything we 
could to make it possible.

“Winning that is a combina-
tion of doing something together 
as a team and for helping Dad win 
his fi rst national title. It might even 
mean more for Dad. All of us on the 
team wanted to win the title, but I 
know Dad was really wanting to win 
that team championship.”

Cole Franks was joined at the 
college fi nals by bull rider Dawson 
Gleaves and bronc riders Keene 
Justesen, Brody Wells, Cash Wilson 
and Weston Patterson. Five of the 
six Bulldogs earned points, which 
also help toward the team stand-
ings. Clarendon fi nished the seven-
day championship with 890 points, 
100 points better than the runner-up, 
Panola (Texas) College, which was 
the defending men’s team titlist.

“We had a great week,” said 
Bret Franks, who just fi nished his 
sixth season leading the Clarendon 
rodeo team. “The boys came up here 
and were ready to compete, and they 
did. The good thing about my guys 
is that they’ve all been rodeoing, so 
there wasn’t a whole lot of practic-
ing or worrying about whether or not 
they’d be ready.

“The thing I’m most proud 
about is that before I even took this 

New doctor joining Clarendon Dental Associates in July

Ed Vlosich, DDS, and Drew Vlosich, DDS.

CC wins three national titles

See ‘Rodeo’ on page 5.

Farmer’s market 
taking applications

Applications are being taken 
through Friday for a  new farmer’s 
market hosted by Cornell’s Coun-
try Store.

Donley County Farm 2 
Table will begin on July 17 and 
is planned for the fi rst and third 
Saturdays and will run through 
September, and applications are 
being accepted through June 25 
for those who are interested in 
selling their goods, according to 
store owner Deanna Cornell.

Donley County Farm 2 Table 
will be held the fi rst and third 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon 
in the Garden Center at Cornell’s 
Country Store. To participate, all 
vendors must be “local” meaning 
Donley County or from the sur-
rounding area within a 50-mile 
radius. All products must be 
approved by the market manager.

Applications are being 
required so that there are not too 
many people selling the same 
items, such as eggs. Submission 
of application is not a guarantee 
of a booth at the market. The cost 
of a booth is $12.50 per date.

Applications are available at 
Cornell’s or can be requested via 
email at Deanna@CornellsCoun-
tryStore.com. Questions can also 
be directed to that email address, 
or check out the Facebook group – 
Donley County Farmer’s Market
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THIS WEEK
3 The Clarendon Lions Club 
welcomes a new member 
this week.
4 Local Cub Scouts get a 
visit from a Clarendon Eagle 
Scout and his bomb dog.
6 The Broncos win the district 
championship.
8 And check out the scenes 
from last week’s On Any 
Sunday block party!
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!

See ‘Court’ on page 8.

Veterans service set  
for Rowe Cemetery

Adamson-Lane American 
Legion Post 287 is planning to 
have a Veteran’s Day memorial 
service, Thursday, November 
11, at the Rowe Cemetery in 
Hedley. The service at 10:00 a.m., 
and Donley County Judge John 
Howard, MD, will be the featured 
speaker.

County hearing set 
for redistricting plan

Donley County Commis-
sioners will meet in called session 
Friday, November 12, at 2 p.m. to 
get public feedback on a plan to 
redraw precinct lines for commis-
sioners and justices of the peace 
and for the purposes of county 
elections. 

Citizens interested in these 
topics, which could aff ect future 
polling locations, are encouraged 
to attend Friday’s meeting.

Methodists planning 
to hold fall bazaar

The Clarendon First United 
Methodist Church will hold a fall 
bazzar on Saturday, November 
13, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The fundraiser will feature 
games, crafts, a corn hole 
tournament, bingo, raffl  es for 
a quilt and afghan, a bake sale, 
and a carved pumpkin contest. 
Concessions will be available, and 
a children’s imagination station 
will let kids make Christmas 
ornaments.

Angel tree seeking 
2021 applications

Applications are now avail-
able for the Clarendon Com-
munity Angel Tree at the Burton 
Memorial Library. 

Only children who live 
in Donley County are eligible, 
ages 12 and under. Applications 
are due by November 30 at the 
Library, and no late applications 
will be accepted. 

District court 
considers fi ve 
pleas Oct. 29

The District Court heard fi ve 
pleas when it met in Clarendon at 
the Donley County Courthouse on 
Friday, October 29.

District Attorney Luke Inman, 
along with Assistant District Attor-
neys Harley Caudle and Greg Buck-
ley, prosecuted the cases for the State 
of Texas, with the Honorable Judge 
Stuart Messer presiding.

Brandie Chambless pleaded 
guilty and was placed on deferred 
adjudication community supervision 
for two years for the third degree 
felony off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance. 

Chambless, 50 from Clarendon, 
was arrested by Donley Sheriff ’s 
Deputy Jay Logan on October 2, 
2019. Chambless pleaded to an 
information fi led by the State on 
October 22, 2019.

Pursuant to the plea agreement, 
Chambless is also required to pay a 
$500 fi ne to Donley County, $458 
in court costs, $180 lab fee, success-
fully complete 200 hours of com-
munity service, and attend Concho 
Valley. If Chambless violates proba-
tion, she could face up to ten years in 
the Institutional Division of TDCJ.

Trevor Blake Hartman pleaded 
guilty and was placed on deferred 
adjudication community supervision 
for three years for the third degree 
felony off ense of evading arrest in a 
motor vehicle. 

Hartman, 19 from Lelia Lake, 
was arrested by DPS Trooper Kelly 
Hill for the off ense that took place 
on July 10, 2021. Hartman plead to 
an information fi led by the State on 
October 29, 2021.

Pursuant to the plea agreement, 
Hartman is also required to pay a 
$500 fi ne to Donley County, $340 
in court costs, and successfully com-
plete 200 hours of community ser-
vice. If Hartman violates probation, 
he could face up to ten years in the 
Institutional Division of TDCJ.

Alexander Abarca pleaded 
true and was convicted for the fi rst 
degree felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance. Abarca 
was sentenced to 30 years in the 
Institutional Division of TDCJ.

Abarca, 31 from San Berna-
dino, Calif., was arrested on August 
23, 2019, in Carson County by DPS 
Trooper Robert Bowden. Abarca 
pleaded to an information fi led by 
the State.

The state fi led its motion to 
adjudicate on January 14, 2021, 
alleging 11 violations of community 
supervision. Abarca pleaded true to 
the allegations.

Pursuant to the plea agree-
ment, Abarca is also required to pay 
a $25,000 fi ne, $336 in court costs, 
and $180 restitution.

Rene Ruben Granadoz pleaded 
guilty and was convicted for the 
third degree felony off ense of driving 
while intoxicated and was sentenced 
to ten years in the Institutional Divi-
sion of TDCJ, but the sentence was 
probated for three years. 

Granadoz, 37 from Childress, 
was arrested by DPS Trooper Jerome 
Ingle on September 1, 2021. Gra-
nadoz plead to an information fi led 
by the State on October 28, 2021.

Pursuant to the plea agree-
ment, Granadoz is also required to 
pay a $3,000 fi ne to Carson County, 
$455 in court costs, $60 lab fee, 
successfully complete 200 hours of 
community service, and all DWI 
requirements under Chapter 49. 

Granadoz also pleaded guilty 
and was convicted for the second 
degree felony off ense of aggravated 
assault causing serious bodily injury 
and was sentenced to ten years in the 
Institutional Division of TDCJ, but 
the sentence was probated for three 
years. 

Granadoz was arrested by 
Collingsworth Sheriff ’s Deputy Billy 
Doss for the off ense that took place 
on June 13, 2021. Granadoz plead to 
an information fi led by the State on 
June 16, 2021.

Pursuant to the plea agreement, 

Volunteers needed 
for community meal

Plans are underway for the 
annual Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner to be held November 25 at 
the Clarendon School Cafeteria.

Organizers are looking for 
volunteers who are willing to 
cook and also serve and deliver 
meals the day of the event. For 
infomration, call Kim Fowler at 
806-662-1636.

15 cases of COVID
Offi  cials are reporting 15 

active cases of COVID-19 in 
Donley County this week, down 
just one from a week ago.

Clarendon CISD nurse 
Debbie Thompson said she 
administered fi ve COVID tests 
at the school last week with only 
one positive. As of Tuesday, she 
had administered more tests and 
already had two positives for this 
week.

A new trash truck is making 
the rounds in Hedley thanks to a 
grant from the US Department of 
Agriculture and the hard work of 
city offi  cials.

City Manager Kim Davis 
said USDA provided $60,000 and 
the city fi nanced the remaining 
$112,000 through Herring Bank in 
order to purchase the new truck.

The new Mack truck will 
take the place of a 1979 truck that 

the city had purchased used about 
six years ago, according to Mayor 
Carrie Butler. 

“I’m just super excited for our 
little town,” Butler said. “We’ve 
been struggling for a long time with 
the old truck, and Kim has done a 
wonderful job and the council has 
been onboard.”

Butler said the new truck is 
part of a bigger eff ort to clean up 
Hedley and make improvements 

around town.
“We want to get all of our 

alleys cleaned out so we don’t 
scratch up our new truck” she said.

In addition to collecting trash 
from Hedley residents, the city also 
services several rural accounts and 
hopes to add more accounts now 
that it has more reliable equipment.

City foreman L.W. Henshaw 
said there were several times that 
only miracles kept the old truck run-

ning, and he said that it was showing 
less and less power as it got older.

Davis started working on the 
grant to get a new trash truck back 
in March with the help of Clyde Jen-
kins at the Amarillo USDA offi  ce. 

Hedley offi  cials saw they will 
now turn their attention to applying 
for a Texas Parks & Wildlife grant 
to create a new city park for the 
community.

By Julio Vega, Amarillo Globe-News

Prior to last Thursday’s kick-
off , the 11 Hedley football players 
kneeled down in front of 20 people. 
The folks weren’t just random 
Hedley fans, but the legacy of two 
very specifi c Hedley fans that had 
been a staple of the Owls’ sidelines 
for decades, Buford and Geraldine 
Holland. The game that followed 
was almost an afterthought, espe-
cially when most fans knew how it 
was going to end.

But the game went on, with 
Follett downing Hedley 54-6 after 
three quarters due to the mercy 
rule in a District 1-1A Division II 
contest. The Panthers (10-0, 4-0) 
secured their undefeated mark, while 
the Owls (8-2, 2-2) enjoyed one of 
the program’s best campaigns in 
years. Plenty of touchdowns were 
scored, but the loudest cheer of the 
night came from the home crowd 
as Hedley put up its only score in 
the fi nal seconds of the fi rst half. 
But those two very special fans 
were missing from the home side-
line, their cheers not heard but felt. 
Buford Holland passed away Octo-
ber 15, 2021, while his wife, Geral-
dine, died nearly two years prior on 
December 8, 2019.

Both were honored for their 
longtime fandom and impact on the 
community of Hedley. It was the 
fi rst home game for the Owls since 
Buford Holland passed away, and 
the fi nal game of the Hedley season, 
marking the end of an era. But at the 
same time, a new beginning. The 
Owls won eight games this season, 
something that had never been done 
prior and could happen next fall 
with the team graduating one senior. 
Though barely connected to the Hol-
lands at all, the timing may have 
been a sign from the universe. 

Everyone knew the couple. 
They were always at football and 
basketball games, community events 
and were active with their neighbors 
and immersed in the community. 
The Hollands had four children, Dar-
rell, Glyndol, Lynn and Gail, who all 
graduated from Hedley. They also 
have grandchildren and great-grand-
children who went through Hedley. 
They left their mark in the town of 
less than 300. And it will continue.

Gail Hill (formerly Holland) 
said after she and all her siblings 
graduated and moved on from 
Hedley, her parents found their call-
ing in being the parents and grand-
parents of the Hedley community. 

“They just loved to go to games 

and see the kids,” Hill said. “That 
was just their life. They enjoyed 
seeing the kids and supporting the 
school. That was just what they 
did.” 

Grandson Lynn Holland, 
named for his late uncle, even went 
as far as to make a six-part docu-
mentary, highlighting the various 
aspects of their lives and the pil-
lars they lived by: simplicity, com-
munity, hard work, commitment, 
and family. Lynn Holland said he 
started fi lming parts of the docu-
mentary starting in 2015 but started 
really working on it in the fi nal 
weeks of his grandfather’s life.

“We played the documen-
tary for the family after Buford’s 
funeral,” he said. “It really brought 
us all together. That will go down 
as one of the proudest moments of 
my life. The process of working on 
the documentary transformed me 
by revealing what was truly impor-

tant in life.” 
Buford and Geraldine Buford 

lived a simple, yet enjoyable life, 
but their impact has been felt 
across the community – young and 
old. Despite the lopsided scoreline 
and the curtain falling on Hedley’s 
season Thursday, the Holland’s 
impact went far beyond their pres-
ence on the sideline and in the 
community.

Hedley assistant coach Eric 
Alston grew up with the Hollands 
on the sidelines. He played in front 
of them, then eventually returned 
to coach on the sidelines for the 
Owls. 

“When you look over and 
don’t see them, there’s just a hole 
over there,” Alston said. “They rep-
resented that small-town support. 
They were always here, even when 
they had no family to support. They 
were here to support us, the team, 
the town. For us, that means a lot.”

Hedley offi cals stand with the city’s new trash truck purchased with help from a grant from USDA. Shown here are Alderman Danny 
Russell, City Manager Kim Davis, Mayor Carrie Butler, City Foreman L.W. Henshaw, City Secretary Kathy Spier, and city worker Leslie 
Purcell.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO

USDA grant helps fund Hedley truck

Owls honor their 
most faithful fans

Hedley Joshua Booth thanks Gail Holland Hill and other family members for the dedication of the late Bufford and Geraldine Hol-
land to the Hedley school system.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / KARI LINDSEY

Bufford and Geraldine Holland

STATE CHAMPIONS!

03.18.2021

By Sandy Anderberg 
Whether or not you are a bas-

ketball fan, you have to be a Bronco 
fan after witnessing history being 
made on the Alamodome hardcourt 
in San Antonio last Saturday. 

The State Championship was 
the fi rst for a team sport in Clarendon 
and Coach Boston Hudson, at 25, 
might possibly be the youngest 
coach to win a State Championship.

“The guys did what I asked. 
They bought in (to our plan), and I 
think we did it the right way,” fi rst 
year head basketball coach Hudson 
said about the Broncos’ 2A State 
basketball win.

All season, the Broncos had a 
goal to reach; the State Tournament 
and a Championship.  Their goal 
came to fruition last Saturday morn-
ing as the strong and determined 
team took to the court. With fans in 
the ‘Dome, at the Mulkey Theater, 
and at home, the Broncos fl exed their 
muscles and made their dream a real-
ity by defeating a good Grapeland 
team 64-60.

The Broncos had only four 
losses this season.  Their last loss 
came at the hands of the Canyon 
Eagles who are a solid 4A team with 
only one game before their Dis-
trict opener.  That loss spurred on 
the Broncos who faced off against 
Gruver to begin a 12-0 run in regular 
season.  Their post-season play was 
stellar as well as they worked their 
way through Fritch, Farwell, Floy-
dada, Christoval, Wink, and Lipan 
before punching their ticket to the 
Championship game in San Antonio.

Early on in the Championship 
game, the Broncos stormed to a 
18-12 lead behind a 10-3 run before 
ending the fi rst quarter of play.  The 
Broncos fell off somewhat in the 
second quarter but regained the 
momentum after the break. There 
were 11 lead changes in the game 
and four times the score was tied. 

Both teams were cold from 
behind the arc shooting 16 three-
pointers all together, but the one 
long ball that was all net belonged to 
Thompson at the third quarter buzzer 

from about six or seven steps behind 
the mark to get the Broncos to one 
point up.  

“I thought Jordan (Herndon) 
was going to hold it, and I ran up 
there to shoot the ball and saw 
Jmaury (Davis) set me a screen and 
I shot it,” Thompson said. “We knew 
they were just as athletic as us. They 
had their #3 who played just like 
Jmaury, and he had a double-double 
at half time.  Number 00 was back-
to-back All-State and we knew #5 
was going to be a handful.”  

Thompson gave props to Jordan 
Herndon who took out the best play-
ers all year with his strong defense 
and was able to get the Grapeland 
player in foul trouble.

The Broncos were able to add 
three points to their one-point lead 
in the fi nal eight minutes of play that 
had exaggerated ups and downs for 
both teams. With only 40 seconds to 
play, Grapeland turned the ball over, 
and Clarendon’s Lamarcus Peniger 
drove to the basket and was fouled.  
Peniger missed the fi rst shot, but 
made the second putting the game at 
60 all with 30 seconds remaining.  

A player for Grapeland took the 
inbound ball and headed down court 
only to be picked by Peniger who 
made good on an easy layup to lead 
by two with 10 seconds to go. 

“I was so excited on the steal, 
I almost jumped on the layup early,” 
Peniger said.  “I thought I was going 
to get chased down, but it was excit-
ing to make that shot and help my 
team.”  

After a time out, Grapeland’s 
Johnny Lamb drove to the bucket, 
but Davis was there to take the 
charge giving his team the ball while 
fouling the Grapeland player out. 
Cayden D’Costa, who has been a 
bright spot on the team, then heaved 
the ball full court to Thompson who 
made the easy lay in. Grapeland 
had one more chance but could not 
convert giving the Broncos exactly 
what they went to San Antonio to do; 
come home with the gold.

The free-throw line was not a 
friend to either team.  The Broncos 

By Sandy Anderberg
Clarendon senior Donovan 

Thompson has been solid all year as 
a player and leader for the Broncos.  
All of that maturity and success on 
the court came back to him as he was 
named the Most Valuable Player for 
the 2A State Championship Game in 
San Antonio last weekend following 
the Broncos’ 64-60 win over Grape-
land.

Thompson moved to Clarendon 
at the end of his freshman year and 
began playing basketball with the 
junior varsity Broncos.  Coach Alton 
Gaines was his coach, and he was 
able to help Thompson better his 
skills on the court.  He soon turned 

into a key player for the Broncos and 
topped off his career with the MVP 
medal.

When asked if he was nervous 
before the game, Thompson said he 
was nervous up until the game, but 
stayed calm as the game began.  

The Broncos are a good three-
point shooting team, but they 
struggled in this game.  Thompson 
converted the only three-point shot 
from way behind the arc at the end 
of the third quarter to put his team 
up by one. 

According to Thompson, the 
Broncos knew that Grapeland was 
athletic and had some really good 
players.  

“I don’t think I ever panicked, 
but I knew that when they started 
coming back, we had to go,” Thomp-
son said.  “I told them in the huddle 
that we need to extend the lead.”  

He noted that Lamarcus Peni-
ger was so ready, that he went out 
made a free throw. 

“And I just knew after that 
that Lamarcus was ready to go.  He 
stepped up big in the fourth quarter.”

Thompson said he knew it 
would be hard to shoot on that court. 

“Coach Hudson said this is a 
bigger gym, and it is going to be hard 
to shoot the ball.  We had a shoot-
around at 7:45, and we couldn’t 
make a shot.”

Thompson commented that he 
was thankful for his coaches and 
teammates.  

“They all showed up; we had 
each other’s backs this year.” 

Thompson was surprised about 
receiving the MVP and felt he did 
not play that well.   

“I really didn’t know; I wasn’t 
even thinking about that at the time.  
I was just happy,” Thompson said. 

Thompson had nothing but 
praise for the Bronco coaches.

“At fi rst we tested him a little 
bit,” Thompson said.  “There were 
times he tested us, too.  When one 
of us had to run, we all ran as a team. 
 They tested us every day.”

Broncos defeat Grapeland, 64-60

only made 13 of 24 from the bonus 
line for 54 percent.  However; the 
Sandies struggled to fi nish at 48 per-
cent missing 15 out of 29 shots. 

Seniors Donovan Thompson 
and Ethan Babcock have been solid 
all season and contributed to the 
Broncos’ great season at 25-4. 

“I’m just so proud of them and 
I’m thankful for our seniors Ethan 
and Donovan,” Hudson said. “We 
will miss these guys, but what a way 
to go out for these two.  I don’t think 
it could end any better than the way 
it did.”  

Thompson would go on to win 
the MVP of Class 2A.  

“We’re just excited and going 
to enjoy this and try to do it again 
next year,” Hudson said.  “I’m going 
to take spring break and enjoy it and 
as soon as we get back start looking 
at things and fi gure out all the pieces 
of the puzzle for next year and try to 
do it all again.”

Thompson fi nished with 21, 
Davis had 13, and Sylvester Ballard 
helped with 12.  Peniger put in eight, 
Herndon added six, and D’Costa 
fi nished with four.  Davis had eight 

rebounds, Ballard grabbed seven and 
had two assists, Thompson had fi ve 
rebounds and fi ve assists, Peniger 
grabbed two offensive rebounds and 
had three assists, Herndon had fi ve 
defensive rebounds with two assists, 
D’Costa had four rebounds and fi ve 
assists, and Lyric Smith had one 
defensive rebound in the game.

The Texas Association of 
Basketball Coaches selected an 
All-Tournament team. Joining 
Thompson was Ballard and Davis.

This was the Broncos 5th trip to 
state. The Broncos previously made 

appearances in the fi nal four in 1969 
where they faced Friendswood; the 
championship game in 1970 where 
they took on Kennard; the fi nal four 
in 2011 where they faced Tenaha; 
and the championship game in 2017 
where they took on Muenster. 

In addition to a large number 
of Bronco fans traveling to San 
Antonio, more than 200 packed the 
Mulkey Theatre to watch the game 
live on the big screen, breaking out 
into the Clarendon High School 
Song when the fi nal buzzer sounded 
in San Antonio.

Thompson earns MVP title at state game

Victory brings fi rst 
state title to CHS

(Left) Lamarcus Peniger goes up for the two points that put the Broncos up 62-60 with just seconds left in the game. (Right) Clarendon 
Superintendent Jarod Bellar and Athletic Director move to congratulation Head Coach Boston Hudson.  ENTERPRISE PHOTOS / ROGER ESTLACK

MVP Donovan Thompson puts 
in the fi nal two points to secure 
the 64-60 win.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO

Celebration set 
to honor Broncos

There will be a “Meet the State 
Champion Broncos Celebration” at 
the Clarendon Bronco gym on Tues-
day, March 23, at 7:30 pm.

The entire community is 
invited, and the school is hoping 
some of the Bronco alumni who 
played in previous state tournaments 
will be able to attend.

Face coverings are recom-
mended. 

The Year In Review
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Congress overrides 
veto of Thornberry 
defense bill
By Abby Livingston, Texas Tribune

In a rare holiday week vote, 
members of the US House returned to 
Washington on December 28 to over-
ride President Trump’s veto of a bill 
that handles the budget and spending of 
the Department of Defense. The Senate 
followed suit on New Year’s Day to 
confirm the first Congressional veto 
override of the Trump administration.

The National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act is a $740 billion bill that dates 
back to 1961 it is one of the few annual 
bipartisan pieces of legislation left in 
Congress. House Democrats named 
this year’s NDAA in honor of a Texas 
Republican, US Rep. Mac Thornberry 
of Clarendon. Thornberry is a former 
chairman of the House Armed Services 
Committee and retired on January 3.

Even though it easily passed 
the House and the Senate earlier this 
month, Trump followed through on a 
long-threatened veto last Wednesday, 
complaining most frequently about a 
provision that would begin the process 
of renaming military bases named for 
Confederate leaders and for not includ-
ing a repeal of a liability shield for 
internet companies.

Thornberry advocated December 
28 for the bill in one of his final appear-
ances – if not his last appearance – on 
the US House floor.

“I continue to support this bill, as 
more than 80 percent of the House did 
just 20 days ago,” he said. “It’s the exact 
same bill. Not a comma has changed.”

“The president has exercised his 
constitutional prerogative now…It’s up 
to up to us,” he added. “Our troops the 
country, indeed the world is watching 
to see what we will do, whether we can 
tune out other differences and still come 
together to support the men and women 
of the military and American national 
security.”

This is the first time Congress 
has overridden a Trump veto, which 
involves two-thirds of each chamber 
voting in favor of the vetoed legislation.

January 13, 2021 

COVID-19 vaccine 
runs out in two days

Clarendon Family Medical Center 
used up its first allotment of 100 doses 
of COVID-19 vaccine in two days last 
week, according to clinic spokesperson 
Marsha Bruce.

The clinic is encouraging people 
to get on its waiting list if they want the 
vaccine. Bruce said there are currently 
more than 200 people on the waiting 
list, and it’s not yet clear when the next 
allotment of vaccine will be available.

January 13, 2021 

Local man faces 
charge of kidnapping

A Clarendon man is facing aggra-
vated kidnapping charges following a 
December 29 attack on a 26-year-old 
woman.

Brenton Arthur Campbell is being 
held on $500,000 bond in the Donley 
County Jail, according to Sheriff Butch 
Blackburn.

Campbell stabbed the woman in 
the chest and beat her severely on the 
night of December 29 and then kept her 
captive for about ten hours, the sheriff 
said.

January 13, 2021 

Ehlert, Tucek show 
top beef exhibits

For the second year, the top ani-
mals in the Beef Division were exhib-
ited by Koyt Tucek and Taylee Ehlert 
when the annual Donley County Junior 
Livestock Show was held last Saturday, 
January 9, at the Donley County Activ-
ity Center.

Repeating their performances 
from 2019, Tucek showed the Grand 
Champion Steer, and Ehlert had the 
Grand Champion Heifer.

Other top winners were Braden 
Bond and his Grand Champion Sheep; 
Kaitin Ehlert again with the Grand 
Champion Goat; Jaxon Robertson, 
Grand Champion Gilt; and Calder 
Havens with the Grand Champion 
Barrow.

Reserve Champion honors went 
to Tyler Harper, steers; Laney Gates, 
heifers; Eric Weatherread, sheep; Kaitin 
Ehlert, goats; Danika Middleton, gilt; 
and Koyt Tucek, barrow.

January 22, 2021 

Howardwick FD 
expands building

An expansion to the City of How-
ardwick Volunteer Fire Department 
building is progressing and promises to 
give the department much-needed extra 
space.

Fire Chief Susie Langford says the 
12×35 addition to the fire hall will pro-

vide space for the department’s bunker 
gear as well as office space and a media 
wall for training personnel. The current 
office space will then be converted to a 
bathroom for the fire hall.

January 22, 2021 

City to apply for 
downtown grant

The City of Clarendon will apply 
for a Downtown Revitalization grant 
following action taken by the city coun-
cil January 14.

If awarded, the Texas Department 
of Agriculture grant would provide up to 
$350,000 for downtown improvements. 
The city’s match would be $52,500 for 
a project total of $402,500, according 
to a representative of the Panhandle 
Regional Planning Commission, which 
will draft and administer the grant.

At least 50 percent of the grant 
funds would have to be spent to address 
accessible sidewalks downtown. Light-
ing is also an eligible expense under the 
grant.

January 27, 2021 

COVID-19 surging 
locally, clinic says

The COVID-19 virus is surging in 
Donley County this week, according to 
the Clarendon Family Medical Center.

The clinic reported 22 active cases 
Tuesday morning, up from 15 last week, 
as the number of confirmed infections 
continues to rise.

January 27, 2021 

Jackson visits city
US Rep. Ronny Jackson (R-Ama-

rillo) has hit the ground running as the 
new member of Congress from the 13th 
District of Texas, and he’s finding the 
job is somewhat different than what he 
expected.

Jackson sat down with The 
Clarendon Enterprise Tuesday morn-
ing and said he ran with the expectation 
that President Donald Trump would be 
re-elected, which would have given him 
an advantage as a former White House 
official.

February 10, 2021 

Wright resigns
Donley County Constable Doug 

Wright has resigned effective at the end 
of last month, according to Judge John 
Howard.

Wright, who was just elected to 
a new four-year term in November, 
resigned to spend more time with his 
family, the judge said.

February 10, 2021 

CC reports lower 
spring enrollment

Clarendon College’s spring 2021 
numbers show a decrease in overall 
enrollment compared to one year ago.

CC officials believe that the 
decrease for the academic year has 
a strong correlation with the current 
COVID pandemic.

Headcounts following the 12th 
day of classes last week on February 
3 show total enrollment of 1,279 stu-
dents, which reflects a 12 percent over-
all decrease in enrollment compared to 
spring 2020, according to CC Registrar 
Brandi Havens.

February 16, 2021 

City hits new sales 
tax revenue record

December sales drove sales 
tax collections higher in two Donley 
County municipalities, according to 
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar.

Clarendon’s allocation for Feb-
ruary rose 3.12 percent to $47,348.64 
compared to $45,914.54 for the same 
period last year. The city is now 7.01 
percent ahead for the calendar year-
to-date with sales tax revenue of 
$80,727.73.

City Administrator David Dock-
ery said this month is the best February 
on record for the city.

February 16, 2021 

Arctic storm puts 
area in deep freeze

An artic storm had Donley 
County, the entire State of Texas, and 
much of the central United States in its 
grip this week as temperatures plunged 
well below freezing.

Accumulated snowfall locally 
was only about three inches as of 
Monday, but temperatures dropped 
over the weekend with reports as low as 
-12°F before sunrise Monday morning. 
Wind chills were expected in the -25° 
to -30° range.

February 16, 2021 

Lady Broncos win 
bi-district title

The Lady Broncos pulled out a 
huge win over Stratford in the bi-district 
game last Thursday night that kept the 
fans on the edge of their seats and the 

point spread never more than single 
digits.

The Clarendon girls were able to 
outlast the Lady Elks in a game that 
went to the wire with the maroon and 
white getting the 44-43 win and Bi-
District gold ball.

February 24, 2021 

Owls win bi-district
The Hedley Owls won the Bi-Dis-

trict Championship last Friday, Febru-
ary 19, with a 66-36 win over Ft. Elliott 
in Shamrock.

The title victory marked Hedley’s 
first playoff win since 2007, according 
to school officials.

February 24, 2021 

Vargas retires
Donley County Clerk Fay Vargas 

has announced her retirement after 
more than 30 years of service.

Vargas told the Enterprise that her 
health was the main reason she chose to 
retire. Her resignation becomes effec-
tive February 28.

February 24, 2021 

Courthouse suffers 
severe damage

The Jewel of the Plains suffered 
greatly last week when the artic storm 
caused a water leak that flooded parts of 
the Donley County Courthouse.

County Judge John Howard said 
it appears a fresh-air intake dampener 
failed to close properly allowing sub-
zero air to enter one of the courthouse’s 
units, causing copper water lines in air 
coil to develop multiple leaks.

The leak in the unit in the 1890 
building’s attic likely began Sunday 
night or early Monday morning Febru-
ary 14 or 15, the judge said. Due to a 
government holiday on the February 
15, the damage was not discovered until 
Tuesday, February 16.

By that time, the leak had virtually 
destroyed the second floor office of the 
county attorney above the courthouse 
entrance, and water had leaked into the 
vault of the first floor judge’s office, 
flooded the main corridor on the ground 
floor and entered the basement.

March 3, 2021

Tunnell named 
county clerk

Judge John Howard administers 
the oath office to Vicki Tunnell as the 
new Donley County Clerk after she 
was appointed to the position by county 
commissioners in a called meeting last 
Friday. Tunnell succeeds Fay Vargas, 
who retired at the end of last month 
after more than 34 years in office. Cour-
tesy Photo

March 3, 2021

CHS wins regional 
quarter final

Hard-fought games bring out 
the best in a team and the Clarendon 
Broncos proved that Friday night with 
a huge Regional Quarterfinal win over 
Floydada in Canyon.

The 62-52 win puts them in the 
Regional Semi-Final Round this week. 
The Broncos were scheduled to play 
Christoval at Slaton on March 2.

March 8, 2021 

Hedley play advances
Hedley High School’s One Act 

Play, “Over The River and Through the 
Woods,” is advancing after the district 
competition last Thursday, March 4, in 
Groom.

March 8, 2021 

Zero local infections 
for third week

Clarendon Family Medical Center 
will be getting more COVID-19 vac-
cine doses this week as Donley County 
reports its third week with no active 
cases.

Donley County Judge John 
Howard, MD, said 306 people were 
vaccinated by state officials on Friday 
at the Bairfield Activity Center.

The local clinic has conducted 15 
more tests since last Monday, but none 
of the tests came back positive.

March 9, 2021

Broncos crush Lipan 
in State Semi-Final

The Clarendon Broncos stopped 
Lipan in the State Semi-Final game in 
Graham tonight before they go on to the 
State Championship in San Antonio on 
Saturday.  Lipan gave a good fight, but 
in the end, the Broncos won 67-48.

Lipan started the game with two-
shot due to a technical foul and the 
ball before the Broncos could get their 
hands on it. The Indians built up a huge 
lead early on that temporarily put the 
Broncos in a hole with Lipan leading 
the first quarter 17-8.  But in Bronco 
fashion, they were able to bounce back 
and grab the momentum in the next 

eight minutes of play.
Cayden D’Costa hit two huge 

three-pointers, and Jmaury Davis, Don-
ovan Thompson, and Lamarcus Peni-
ger hit deuces to increase the Broncos’ 
point total going into half time.

While offensively the Bron-
cos were doing it right, their defense 
stepped up big after the break.  The 
Broncos put in 19 points to only seven 
for Lipan as they continued to trans-
form their game from the first quarter 
of play.  The Broncos hit 9 of 14 free 
throws in the final quarter to aid them in 
their win.  As they have done all season, 
strong defense allowed the Broncos to 
put a lid on their opponents’ big scor-
ers.  Three Broncos combined to finish 
in double figures in the win for a trip to 
the big stage.

Thompson had 20, Penigar put 
in 19, and Davis added 18.  Cayden 
D’Costa finished with nine and Jordan 
Herndon put in two.

March 13, 2021 

BRONCOS WIN 
STATE TITLE!

The Clarendon Broncos won the 
first State Championship in CHS his-
tory today, winning the Class 2A Boys’ 
Basketball title with a 64-60 victory 
over Grapeland. 

Whether or not you are a basket-
ball fan, you have to be a Bronco fan 
after witnessing history being made on 
the Alamodome hardcourt in San Anto-
nio last Saturday.

The State Championship was the 
first for a team sport in Clarendon and 
Coach Boston Hudson, at 25, might 
possibly be the youngest coach to win 
a State Championship.

“The guys did what I asked. They 
bought in (to our plan), and I think we 
did it the right way,” first year head 
basketball coach Hudson said about the 
Broncos’ 2A State basketball win.

March 17, 2021 

Tornadoes hit 
Clarendon, lake

Wreckage and debris were left in 
the paths of two tornadoes that struck 
Donley County Saturday evening, 
March 13, but no injuries have been 
reported.

Both tornadoes struck the City of 
Clarendon, and one moved on to Green-
belt Lake, ripping up travel trailers, 
mobile homes, docks, and other struc-
tures in the lease lots and marina area 
on the south side of the reservoir.

The National Weather Service 
in Amarillo initially categorized both 
storms as EF-0 tornadoes but later 
upgraded the storm that hit the lake to 
an EF-2 with wind speeds of up to 120 
mph.

March 24, 2021 

Donley County 4H 
team wins Houston 
horse judging

The Donley County 4-H Horse 
Judging Teams, coached by Robin Ellis, 
did very well when they competed at 
the Houston Livestock Show Horse 
Judging Contest on Thursday, March 
18.

The team of Bryce Williams, 
Maloree Wann, Gracie Ellis, and Elliot 
Frausto won the contest. and the team of 
Whitney William, MaryJo Dushay. and 
Makynna Williams placed 11th overall.

Placing individually overall were 
Gracie 5th place, Elliot 8th place, 
Maloree 13th place, MaryJo 29th, 
Makynna 31st, Bryce 35th, and Whit-
ney 36th. In the Reasons Class, finish-
ing in the top ten were Bryce placing 1st 
and Gracie 2nd

March 24, 2021 

Pool sets hours, 
rates for pool

Rates and hours have now been 
set as city officials get ready to open the 
new Clarendon Aquatic Center in just 
nine weeks.

City Administrator David Dock-
ery said a grand opening and ribbon 
cutting will be held for the center on 
Friday, May 28, with regular hours to 
begin Saturday, May 29, in time for the 
Memorial Day weekend.

March 31, 2021 

CHS students 
advance in UIL

Clarendon High School took 
twenty-one students to UIL Academic 
competition last Thursday, March 25, 
with eight students advancing to region-
als on April 16th at WTAMU.

CHS 2021 regional UIL qualifiers.
The Lincoln Douglas Debate 

started the day off with Catherine Word 
(3rd ), Josiah Howard (2nd ), and Darcy 
Grahn (5th) placing. Toby Leeper took 
first place in Current Issues while Avery 
Halsey, Shylee Morrow, and Levi Gates 
grabbed second place team in Calcula-
tor.

Halsey (2nd ) and Word (4th) 
placed in Copy Editing. Morrow (1st 
), Howard, and Jaxan McAnear(5th 
) nabbed first place team, beating the 
second place team by one point.

Word (3rd) advances in Informa-
tive Speaking while Adriana Araujo 
(6th ) added points in Persuasive Speak-
ing. Makenna Shadle (2nd), Davin 
Mays (4th ), and Laney Gates(5th ) 
assisted Clarendon in Feature Writing 
while Laney Gates(6th) placed in Edi-
torials.

Journalism acquired second place 
team. Leeper (6th ) aided points in 
Mathematics.

Rounding out the day in Head-
lines were Word (2nd ) and Shadle 
(3rd). Speech took second place overall 
as a team.

Clarendon placed third overall all 
out of six schools. The top three fin-
ishers in each contest will advance to 
regionals.

March 31, 2021 

HHS students earn 
wins at UIL contest

Hedley High School students 
participated in in the district UIL com-
petitions last week and was the spring 
champion.

Hedley students participate in the 
district UIL competitions last week. Pic-
tured here are (top) Joshua Booth, Este-
ban Carreon Addison Burrell, (bottom) 
Madison Torres, Mya Edward’s, Jordan 
Upton, Kadee McCleskey, Zach Wells, 
Liam Branigan, Lane Hinton, Savan-
nah Trent, Leandra Mestas and Hayden 
Alston Courtesy Photo

March 31, 2021 

Sandell Drive-In to 
host Easter events

The Sandell Drive-In invites 
everyone to enjoy special movies and 
activities this Easter weekend.

On Saturday evening at 6:30 p.m. 
gate will open for a 7:00 p.m. Easter 
Egg hunt with different age group areas.

The hunt will be followed by a 
double feature – “T’was the Nite Before 
Easter” and “An Easter Carol.” The 
movies will start about dusk, and this 
is a free event sponsored by the First 
Baptist Church of Howardwick and the 
Sandell.

March 31, 2021 

City, county to get 
$1M in COVID relief

Donley County and the City of 
Clarendon will soon be getting more 
than $1 million in combined COVID-
19 relief funds, although officials are 
not yet sure how the money can be used.

Judge John Howard said the 
county has been notified by the US 
Treasury Department that it will receive 
up to $635,000 from the American 
Recovery Plan Act. Half of the money 
will be received in May with the second 
half received in May 2022.

“We don’t have guidance yet,” 
Howard said. “It is not for salaries, and 
it cannot be used to lower the tax rate. 
We know that. It has to be COVID-
related and it does include some infra-
structure projects.”

April 14, 2021 

Lions to host Jones 
5K, Polar Plunge

The Clarendon Lions Club will 
host the ninth annual Chance Mark 
Jones Roar & Run 5K and first Polar 
Bear Plunge this Saturday, April 17, at 
the Clarendon Aquatic Center.

The events seek to raise aware-
ness of Child Abuse and are held in 
honor of the late Chance Mark Jones, 
who passed away in January 2011 as a 
result of abuse.

April 22, 2021 

Former CHS coaches 
in UIL top 100

Clarendon High School basketball 
made headlines this year with the Bron-
cos’ first ever state championship last 
month, but two former CHS coaches 
have also received notable recognition.

In celebration of 100 years of 
UIL Texas high school basketball, the 
University Interscholastic League with 
the help of some of the state’s foremost 
experts and historians, the UIL ear-
lier this spring honored 100 of the top 
coaches to walk the sidelines in UIL 
History in both boys’ and girls’ compe-
tition.

Only two names from CHS made 
those lists – Coach Carl Irlbeck for 
boys’ basketball and Coach Jimmy 
Avery for girls’ basketball.

April 22, 2021 

Memphis residents 
win 2021 Jones 5K

About 100 people helped raise 
awareness of child abuse during the 
ninth annual Chance Mark Jones Roar 
& Run 5K & Polar Bear Plunge last 
Saturday, April 17, at the Clarendon 
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Aquatic Center.
Ninety-five people registered for 

the event with about 50 actually run-
ning or walking the 5K, and 16 or more 
braving the biting cold weather to be the 
first members of the public to jump into 
the city’s new pool. Dozens more vol-
unteers, supporters, and spectators were 
also in attendance.

Two Memphis residents were the 
top men’s and women’s finishers of the 
5K. Ryder Robison, age 15, had the best 
overall time of 18 minutes, 24 seconds, 
and took first place in the 11-19 age 
group. Kay Mendoza, age 18, had the 
best time of all women, coming in at 
22:21 in the same age division.

April 27, 2021 

CC rodeo team heads 
to national finals

The Clarendon College Men’s 
Rodeo teams is headed to the College 
National Finals Rodeo in Casper, Wyo., 
in June, following their third-place finish 
at Tarleton State University for their last 
regular season rodeo last week

With the Tarleton performance, 
the team earned enough points there 
and throughout the year to finish as the 
National Intercollegiate Rodeo Associa-
tion’s Southwest Region Champions and 
earn a trip to the national contest.

Clarendon also brought home two 
individual event champions in Cole 
Franks, Southwest Region Bareback 
Champion, and Cash Wilson as the 
Southwest Region Saddle Bronc Cham-
pion. Keene Justesen finished in a tie for 
third place in the region’s final standings 
to earn a trip to the CNFR as well.

May 5, 2021 

Bordonaro takes 
reins of Chamber

The new manager of the Clarendon 

Chamber of Commerce has hit the 
ground running and is looking forward 
to new activities hosted by the organiza-
tion.

Sharlene Bordonaro began work 
April 7 after Chamber directors approved 
hiring her two days earlier and says she 
is looking forward to the position and 
working for the members.

May 5, 2021 

Voters re-elect city 
council members

A majority of Clarendon voters 
chose to keep incumbent officials on the 
job in last week’s city election.

Aldermen Jacob Fangman and 
Terri Floyd were re-elected by wide mar-
gins with 115 and 117 votes respectively, 
and Mayor Sandy Skelton, running 
unopposed, received 146 out of the 186 
votes cast.

Also on Saturday’s ballot, former 
alderman Tommy Hill received 89 votes 
and junior high principal Travis Victory 
received 17.

May 5, 2021 

Lelia Lake man killed
A Donley County man died on US 

287 early Wednesday morning, May 5, 
near Lelia Lake.

The Texas Department of Public 
Safety reports that Clayton Shields, age 
28, of Lelia Lake pronounced dead on 
the scene by Justice of the Peace Pat 
White.

May 12, 2021 

Clarendon Cub 
Scouts advance

Clarendon Cub Scout Pack 437 
held its annual Blue & Gold Celebra-
tion on Tuesday, April 27, to recognize 
achievements and rank advancements 
for several scouts.

Scouts participating in the recent 
Blue & Gold Celebration were Scouts 
BSA Troop 433/4433 members Kacie 
Eugea, Daniel Estlack, Nathan Estlack, 
Phineas Eugea, Benjamin Estlack, Elaina 
Estlack, and Rosa Olivas and Pack 437 
members Jaquadon Ballard, Kase Zong-
ker, Zachary Taylor, Jaxon Robertson, 
Cameron Taylor, and Rylan Taylor.

May 12, 2021 

County turns down 
District Nine request

Donley County Commissioners 
this week made a final determination on 
a repeated request by the District Nine 
Volunteer Fire Department to be rec-
ognized and dispatched for fires in the 
northwestern part of the county.

County Judge John Howard said 
District Nine volunteers first approached 
commissioners in August of 2019 about 
having a designated service area and 
to be dispatched by 911 to respond to 
incidents in that area. County officials, 
however, had questions about the depart-
ment’s equipment and their ability to 
respond.

Howard said the county did even-
tually designate a service area for Dis-
trict Nine, north of Howardwick, so that 
the department could apply for a grant, 
which he says they did not get.

“That area is already covered by the 
Clarendon Volunteer Fire Department as 
well as by mutual aid agreements with 
Groom and McLean,” Howard said. 
“The City of Howardwick Volunteer Fire 
Department covers that municipal area 
and a little bit outside of it as well, and 
Clarendon is dispatched to assist them.”

May 12, 2021

Broncos win bi-district
The Clarendon Broncos are moving 

on to New Deal in the Area Round on 
May 14 at Tascosa after their big win in 

Borger over Sunray last week. The Bron-
cos fought back and dug themselves out 
of a hole in the first game after Sunray 
took the early lead. Clarendon won that 
game 8-6.

May 12, 2021 

City offers passes for 
new aquatic center

The grand opening of the Clarendon 
Aquatic Center is just over two weeks 
away, and City Hall says annual passes 
will go on sale to the public next week.

Annual passes will allow frequent 
users of the facility to save money over 
the course of the summer. Day passes 
will cost $5 for everyone over the age of 
17, $4 for ages 4-17, and free for ages 
three and under. Annual passes are $100 
per individual and $250 for a family of 
up to four members and $50 for each 
additional household family member.

City Administrator David Dockery 
also encourages anyone wishing to plan 
a birthday party or other event after reg-
ular hours to please call City Hall right 
away at 806-874-3438 to get on the cal-
endar so that lifeguards can be scheduled 
appropriately. Parties can be scheduled 
at the aquatic center after hours at a rate 
of $125 per hour.

May 19, 2021 

City turns focus to 
street improvements

With the new aquatic center set 
to open and the USDA-funded water 
system improvements largely completed, 
the Clarendon City Council turned its 
attention to street improvements during 
its regular meeting last Thursday, May 
13.

City engineer Che Shadle with 
OJD Engineering met with the board 
and discussed long-term plans as well as 
immediate priorities for the city’s thor-

oughfares.
City Administrator David Dockery 

said Shadle had evaluated the streets and 
presented the council with a map show-
ing the types of surfaces and condition 
of each street. Dockery said resurfacing 
all of the streets would cost an estimated 
$13-15 million, and discussions about 
financing and phasing were held.

“Che recommended we act imme-
diately to preserve our current paved 
streets,” Dockery said. “The proposal is 
to spend $300,000 to $325,000 to imme-
diately resurface the paved streets we 
have.”

May 19, 2021 

Clarendon names top 
students for ’21

Clarendon High School has named 
Malerie Simpson and Shylee Morrow as 
its top students for the Class of 2021.

This year’s Valedictorian is Mal-
erie Simpson with a weighted GPA of 
5.469 and a 3.720 four-point average. 
Malerie is the daughter of Chad and Lora 
Simpson.

May 19, 2021 

HHS names top 
students for 2021

The top students for Hedley High 
School’s Class of 2021 are Zachary 
Wells and Cara Lambert, according to 
school officials.

May 27, 2021 

Classes of 2021 earn 
scholarships

Donley County high school gradu-
ates for 2021 received several scholar-
ships and awards during commencement 
exercises last Friday and Saturday, 
according to Clarendon and Hedley high 
schools.
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Maxine Talley Robinson
Bobby Stephens

J.D. Skaggs
Joe Brian McCary
Imogene Randall

Jewel Fay Carter-House
Russell Bret White

Thelma Estelle (Moss) Shields
Mae Ellen Butler

Deborah Lorene Land
Sue Scrivner

Janice Lee Alexander
Patty Joyce Lemons

Mary Linn (Tracy) Bills
Mac John Stavenhagen
Charles Samuel Lowry

John M. “J.M.”  Dickson, Sr.
Terry Dean Martin

Robert Reece  McDaniels
Paul Joseph Dupuy, Jr.

Frank L. Neal
Joyce Diane Clay

L. June George Elliott
David Martin Lane
Jerry Lynn Brown

Mary Willene “Nana”  Judd
Marilee Self

Connie Clifford
Cecil Wayne Burrow

Billy Ray Cates
Don D. Thornberry

Joyce LaNell Blasingame
Joel Scott Bulman

Roy “J.R.”  Williams
Doyle R. “Cotton”  Leffew

Broadus Autry Spivey
Frances Skelton

William Eugene “Bill”  Craft
Cherrye Ruth Shadle Howard

Darrell Lynn Winterfield
Henry Isaac Like

Gregory Wayne Henry
Susan McKee
J.R. Kennedy

Glenn “Papa”  Judd
Mike Lee Smith

Milton Matthew Mann
Sheila Kay Black

Craig Howard Cobb
Paul Keith Dwight

Connie Lynn McMahan
Loyd Dean Messer

Jackie Page
Archie Ray Maxfield

Jacqueline Joanne “Jaci”  
Mincey

Seth “The Bull”  Greer
Barbara Ann Cosper
Eddie Norman Miller
Bobbie Ruth Louis
Loretta Fern Watts

Rugena Jake Rogers Torrez-
Osborne

Mary Ellen Christie Noble
Buford Holland

Linda Jean Spoon
Kay Ellen Pfeiffer Lindsay
Michael Shayne Branigan

Betty Marguerite Mays Holmes 
Yankie

Juanell Tate Carson
Gary Lynn Shields

Barbara Ann Hawkins
David Lee Hauck

Arlington V. Barnes
Montie Goodin

Robin Morris Green
Wanda Adamson

In memory...

CHS held its commencement in 
Bronco Stadium on Friday, May 21, and 
1943 class member Jean Spencer Bartlett 
was recognized and walked across the 
stage with the Class of 2021. Bartlett’s 
family moved just prior to graduation 
in 1943; and although she received her 
diploma 78 years ago, she never got to 
wear a cap and gown and formally grad-
uate.

May 27, 2021 

Car thieves land in 
jail after chase

Female crime partners drove off in 
a ravine south of Clarendon Saturday in a 
lightweight “Thelma & Louise” moment 
as they tried to evade capture by the law.

Donley County Sheriff Butch 
Blackburn said the saga started Friday 
morning when his office was called to 
Allsup’s at about 1:30 a.m. on a report 
that someone had grabbed the car keys 
of a store clerk and took off with their 
vehicle.

A local deputy later located the 
vehicle on the opposite end of town 
behind West Texas Gas, Blackburn said. 
Four individuals were there along with 
another stolen vehicle, a white Honda 
Accord stolen from Amarillo earlier that 
night.

While the lone deputy attempted 
to apprehend the gang of two women 
and two men, the women jumped in the 
Accord and sped off with the deputy 
shooting out one of the rear tires as they 
made their getaway.

The male suspects – Ruben 
Campos, 37, and Alan Moore, 36, both 
of Amarillo – were placed under arrest 
and charged with Unauthorized Use of 
a Motor Vehicle and Engaging in Orga-
nized Criminal Activity. Campos was 
also charged with Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance.

Still on the lam and having replaced 
their shot-out tire with a spare donut, 
the female suspects were spotted in 
Brice on Saturday afternoon about 4:36, 
Blackburn said. A game warden noticed 
the women in the parked Accord there 
and called the Hall County Sheriff for 
backup. As the game warden and sheriff 
approached the vehicle, the women sped 
off again, northbound on SH 70 towards 
Clarendon, Blackburn said.

Before they made it to town, how-
ever, Blackburn said the pair drove the 
Accord off the highway into a ravine, 
striking a tree before fleeing the scene 
on foot.

May 27, 2021 

Aquatic center to 
hold grand opening

Kids of all ages will make a splash 
in Clarendon this weekend as five years 
of planning and work will culminate in 
the opening of the Clarendon Aquatic 
Center.

A grand opening and ribbon cut-
ting will be held Friday, May 28, from 3 
to 5 p.m. This is open to the public, and 
there will be no swimming at the grand 
opening.

Workers with Robinson Construc-
tion lay hot mix asphalt at the parking 
lot of the new Clarendon Aquatic Center 
Tuesday afternoon as the facility gets 
ready for its grand opening this week-
end. A ribbon cutting and public grand 
opening will be held at 3:00 p.m. on 
Friday and regular hours begin Saturday 
at 1:00 p.m. City officials say although 
the center will not usually be open on 
Mondays, it will be open this coming 
Monday for Memorial Day. Enterprise 
Photo / Elaina Estlack

Opening Day for the Aquatic 
Center is Saturday, May 29, with the 
doors opening at 1 p.m.

When asked how it feels to finally 
be opening the pool, City Administrator 
David Dockery said it’s fantastic.

“We’ve worked for many years to 
accomplish this, so getting to the point of 
opening this weekend is just fantastic,” 
he said.

 
June 3, 2021 

Zero COVID cases 
reported since 4-23

COVID-19 continues to be held 
at bay in Donley County as vaccination 
rates rise, according to the Clarendon 
Family Medical Center.

Clinic spokesperson Marsha Bruce 
said Tuesday the clinic has not had a 
positive case of the virus since April 23.

The clinic gave 27 COVID-19 
tests durign the month of May, Bruce 
reported.

Total tests given for the disease 
now number 1,448 at the clinic with 
1,082 negatives. Positive tests since the 
beginning of the pandemic at the clinic 
number 366; and when combined with 
tests given elsewhere total 409.

Thirteen Donley County residents 
have died from the COVID-19 virus.

June 3, 2021 

First Saturday events 
start June 5

A new community promotional 
campaign is focusing on monthly activi-
ties and events starting this weekend and 
continuing throughout the year.

“First Saturday Clarendon, Texas” 
is a movement and marketing campaign 
to pool resources and centralize sup-
port behind a once-a-month weekend of 
activities, trade days, shopping and fun 
in Clarendon and Donley County.

Saturday, June 5, marks the offi-
cial return of Whistle-Stop Trade Days, 
and “First Saturday Clarendon, Texas” 
coincides with that event as well as the 
annual Trash to Treasures Garage Sale 
event, which is also this Saturday.

June 16, 2021 

New COVID-19 case 
confirmed in Donley

COVID-19 was again confirmed in 
Donley County last week with one new 
positive case of the virus.

Clarendon Family Medical Center 
spokesperson Marsha Bruce said Tues-
day the case tested positive last week and 
was still active this week.

The new case is the first positive 
case in Donley County since April 23, 
but it underscores that the first has not 
disappeared.

June 16, 2021 

City sales tax hits 
record high in June

The City of Clarendon set a new 
record last week when Texas Comptrol-
ler Glenn Hegar distributed June allo-
cations of sales tax revenues to local 
governments.

Clarendon brought in $38,368.27 
for the month setting a record for June 
revenues for the city. The month’s rev-
enue came in at 23.02 percent above the 
same time in 2020 when the city received 
$31,187.08.

The city is now running 13.82 per-
cent ahead for the calendar year-to-date 
total for sales tax revenues compared to 
2020.

June 16, 2021 

Farmer’s market set
A new farmer’s market is being 

planned to connect Donley County 
producers and consumers starting next 
month, hosted by Cornell’s Country 
Store.

Donley County Farm 2 Table will 
begin on July 17 and is planned for the 
first and third Saturdays and will run 
through September, and applications 
are being accepted through June 25 for 
those who are interested in selling their 
goods, according to store owner Deanna 
Cornell.

“I have always had a heart for 
small business and especially for Texas 
grown,” Cornell said. “Our mission is 
simple – we want to offer our community 
and surrounding area a way to sell their 
home-grown goods and offer consumers 
fresh, local, goods. I think it has great 
potential.”

June 24, 2021 

Aldermen okay 
$255k bid for streets

The City of Clarendon took action 
to preserve currently paved streets when 
the city council met June 10 in regular 
session.

Aldermen approved a bid of 
$255,350 from Lipham Asphalt & 
Paving to seal coat 83,448 square yards 
of street surfaces, according to City 
Administrator David Dockery.

“City workers will begin to level 
up some of these areas prior to the single 
course chip seal,” Dockery said. “This 
work will be done this summer.”

June 24, 2021 

CC wins three 
national rodeo titles

CASPER, Wyo. – Cole Franks 
wasn’t quite sure what to get his dad for 
Father’s Day.

He and some of his teammates 
from the Clarendon (Texas) College 
rodeo team collaborated to provide the 
perfect present: three national champion-
ships in one fell swoop.

Franks is a sophomore at his home-
town college, and his dad, Bret Franks, is 
the rodeo team’s coach. The Clarendon 
cowboys began competition last week 
with the goal of winning the men’s team 
title; they got a little more than that to 
go with it.

Cole Franks won three rounds and 
placed in a fourth to win the bareback 
riding crown. He also added points in 
saddle bronc riding, and that helped 
him to the coveted all-around champi-
onship. Of all the awards and accolades 
he received last week at the College 
National Finals Rodeo in Casper, one 
sticks out more than the rest.

“Of the three, the team title means 
the most because since the first day 
of school, that was the top goal of this 
team,” he said. “We’ve all been push-
ing each other for it. We’ve been doing 
everything we could to make it possible.

June 29, 2021 

New dentist joining 
Clarendon practice

Clarendon will soon have a new 
dentist in town who will be ready to see 

patients beginning in July.
Dr. Drew Vlosich will join his 

father, Dr. Ed Vlosich, at Clarendon 
Dental Associates, the practice 
announced this week.

June 29, 2021 

Clarendon welcomes 
visitors to Celebration

Clarendon is ready to welcome 
visitors to the 144th annual Saints’ Roost 
Celebration this Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday, July 1, 2, and 3, 2021.

Coinciding with “First Saturday 
Clarendon, Texas,” this year’s celebra-
tion will include most of the traditional 
activities along with the Whistle-Stop 
Trade Days which will be open Saturday, 
July 3, and Sunday, July 4.

The COEA Junior Rodeo will kick 
off the celebration Thursday, July 1, at 
7:30 p.m. followed by the first night of 
the Ranch Rodeo on Friday, July 3, at the 
same time. Dances will not be held fol-
lowing the rodeos this year.

July 8, 2021 

Car thieves get 
picked up again

Call it “Thelma & Louise – Part 2.” 
The criminal ring that brought you a car 
chase that went off into a ravine in May 
returned to Donley County last week for 
another clash with the law.

Sheriff Butch Blackburn said 
“Louise,” actually 30-year-old Skyler 
Grimes of Amarillo, was the driver of 
a pick-up that was spotted by an off-
duty game warden behind Allsup’s last 
Wednesday, June 30. The warden noticed 
some unusual activity and alerted the 
sheriff’s office. The pick-up in question 
turned out to be stolen out of Amarillo, 
and the law quickly caught up with 
Grimes and her passenger, 37-year-old 
Ramon Campos, near the Clarendon 
Outpost.

Campos is the twin brother of 
Ruben Campos, who was arrested along 
with “Thelma,” 22-year-old Rheanna 
Moore, during the group’s May encoun-
ter here.

July 8, 2021 

IC Cattle Co. wins 
2021 Ranch Rodeo

The IC Cattle Company took top 
honors at the Clarendon Outdoor Enter-
tainment Association’s annual Ranch 
Rodeo last Friday and Saturday during 
the 144th annual Saints’ Roost Celebra-
tion.

Cowboy Luke Hardin makes it 
look easy during his mutton bustin’ ride 
last Thursday, July 1, in the COEA Arena 
as part of the 144th annual Saints’ Roost 
Celebration’ Junior Ranch Rodeo. Enter-
prise Photo / Roger Estlack

IC Cattle’s scores beat out 19 
other local and regional ranch rodeo 
teams as working cowboys put their 
skills to the test. The team was made 
up of Randy Crump, Chance McAnear, 
Elwin McClesky, Cooper McClesky, and 
Tanner Hart.

July 8, 2021 

Bigger crowd enjoys 
2021 celebration

A beautiful Saturday morning 

was the perfect setting for the 144th 
annual Saints’ Roost Celebration July 
3 at the Donley County Courthouse as 
Clarendon continued its tradition of cel-
ebrating America’s independence from 
the British crown.

The Bronco Cheerleaders won the 
Best Float as well as the Grand Champi-
onship of the Herring Bank Parade last 
Saturday, July 3, during the 144th annual 
Saints’ Roost Celebration. Shown here 
are Shelbi Coles, Maloree Wann, Darcey 
Grahn, Natalie Monds, Tandy Blacksher, 
and Aliyah Weatherton. Enterprise Photo 
/ Roger Estlack

Unseasonably cool temperatures 
with a bit of cloud cover greeted the 
crowd, which grew steadily as the morn-
ing went along. Soaking rains the week 
before and a brief shower that morning 
had the humidity higher than usual, but 
most folks agreed it was good trade off to 
avoid the typical hot July weather.

July 15, 2021 

Greenbelt rises to 
best level since 2019

A wet spring and summer have 
improved conditions significantly at 
Lake Greenbelt with a water level 
increase of as much as 2.5 feet.

Greenbelt Water Authority General 
Manager Bobbie Kidd said Monday that 
the reservoir is currently at 43.99 feet, 
which is higher than it has been since 
September of 2019.

“We’ve caught a lot of water,” 
Kidd said. “We’ve gone up 1.5 feet just 
from Memorial Day to July Fourth.”

The last time Greenbelt had a sig-
nificant increase was in May of 2015 
when the lake went up ten feet, Kidd 
said.

July 21, 2021 

Howardwick enjoys 
2021 Hoedown

Howardwick reports that its 2021 
Hoedown was the best one so far after an 
estimated 250 people attended the event 
last Saturday, July 17.

Gene White stands in the boat he 
won during the 2021 Howardwick Hoe-
down last Saturday. An estimated 250 
people attended the event, which has 
been reported as a huge success. Cour-
tesy Photo / Sandra Childress

“It was a great event, even better 
than the first one,” City Secretary Sandra 
Childress said. “I am so thankful for our 
community volunteers and was super 
pleasantly surprised at the turnout.”

Two days before the event, Chil-
dress had planned to have McMorries 
Memorial Park mowed by city employ-
ees for the event. But before the sched-
uled mowing could happen, a squadron 
of community volunteers showed up on 
riding lawnmowers and did the job with-
out being asked.

July 28, 2021 

Architects chosen by 
county for repairs

Donley County Commissioners 
selected the architecture firm most famil-
iar with the 1890 Courthouse to lead 
repairs to the building during a special 
called meeting Monday.

Commissioners considered the 
qualifications of three firms from across 

2021: City opens new aquatic center
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CLARENDON
AGAPÉ CHRISTIAN CHURCH

712 E. 2ND (HWY. 287)
SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M.  • SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M.

ARENA OF LIFE COWBOY CHURCH 
214 S. KEARNEY• PASTORS: BUNK & AMY SKELTON 

SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M. • THURS. BIBLE STUDY: 7 P.M.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
US 287 E • 874-3156 • REV. ROB SEALE

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M.• WED.: 7 P.M.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
300 S. CARHART • 874-2495 • MINISTER: CHRIS MOORE 
SUN. BIBLE CLASS 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M. 

SUN. 6 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

CHURCH OF NAZARENE
209 S. HAWLEY • 874-2321 • PASTOR: ALLEN POSEY 

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN SERVICE: 11 A.M.
• WED.: 7 P.M.

COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
12148 FM 2162 • 874-0963
PASTOR: LARRY CAPRANICA 

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED. COMMUNITY KIDZ 5:30 P.M. 

WED. ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 6 P.M. 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
120 E. THIRD ST.  • PASTOR: KEN MCINTOSH

SUNDAY SERVICE: 5 P.M.

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
4TH ST. & HWY. 70 SOUTH • PASTOR: JASON HOUSTON 
SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:40 A.M. 

WED. BIBLE STUDY: 6:30 P.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
300 BUGBEE AVE. • 874-3833 • REV. LANCE WOOD SUN. 

SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:55 A.M.  KID’S 
ACTIVITIES: WED. 6 P.M. YOUTH STUDY: WED. 7 P.M. 

COLLEGE MINISTRY: WED. 9 P.M.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FOURTH & PARKS  • LAY PASTOR: NANCY RUFF  

FELLOWSHIP: 10:30 A.M. 
SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
420 S. JEFFERSON •  874-3667 • PASTOR STEPHANIA 
GILKEY • SUN. SERVICE: 11:00 A.M. • SUN. SCHOOL: 

9:45 A.M. • YOUTH PROGRAM: 6:00 P.M. • WED. BIBLE 
STUDY: 6:30 P.M.

JESUS NAME APOSTOLIC CHURCH
720 E. MONTGOMERY • 205-1149 • REV. 874-2078 REV. 

CALVIN BURROW  
SUN. SERVICES: 3 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

BODY OF CHRIST MINISTRIES:
501 S. MCCLELLAND • PASTOR: R.W. ELLERBROOK  

SATURDAY: 6 P.M. • SUNDAY DISCIPLESHIP CLASS: 9:30 
A.M. SUN.: 10:30 A.M.  • SUN. LIFE GROUP: 4:30 P.M.

WED.: 6:30 P.M.

CHRIST’S KIDS OUTREACH MINISTRY:
416 S. KEARNEY • JANET CARTER • 874-2007 SUN. 

BREAKFAST 9:30 A.M. • SUN. PRAISE & WORSHIP 10 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:30 A.M. • WED.: 5 P.M.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
301 S. PARKS ST. • 874-2511 • REV. JIM AVENI SECOND 

SUNDAY SERVICE: 11 A.M.

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
MONTGOMERY & MCCLELLAND 

FR. AROKIA RAJ SAMALA
SUN. MASS 11 A.M.

ST. STEPHENS BAPTIST CHURCH
300 N. JEFFERSON ST. • PASTOR: ROY WILLIAMS

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M. 
WED.: 7 P.M. (WEATHER PERMITTING)

TRUE CHURCH OF GOD & CHRIST
301 N. JEFFERSON  • ST. PASTOR: JEFF RILES

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M. 
WED.: 7 P.M.

HEDLEY
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

110 E. SECOND ST. • MINISTER: STEWART MESSER 
SUN. BIBLE CLASS: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M. 

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7:30 P.M.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
300 N. MAIN ST. • PASTOR: STAN COSBY

SUN. SERVICE: 11:00 A.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
210 N. MAIN ST. • 856-5980 • PASTOR: BRUCE HOWARD 

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN.: 11 A.M. & 6 P.M.
WED.: 7 P.M.

HOWARDWICK
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

235 RICK HUSBAND BLVD. • 874-3326 • REV. JIM 
FOX

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:45 A.M. 
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 6 P.M.

OLD PATHS PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
HEREFORD LANE AT HWY 70 • 673-1770  

3RD SUNDAYS - DON MARTIN  • 4TH SUNDAYS - DON 
WATSON 

SERVICES: 10:30 A.M.

MARTIN
MARTIN BAPTIST CHURCH

US 287 W 
SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

BRICE
BRICE DELIVERANCE TABERNACLE

PASTOR: LOUIS BENNETT
SUNDAY: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M.

WED.: 6 P.M.

SPONSORED BY

ROBERTSON FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

COUNTRY BLOOMERS 
FLOWERS & GIFTS

WALLACE MONUMENT 
CO.

MCKINNEY MOTOR CO.

3-H ALL NATURAL BEEF

CLARENDON FAMILY
MEDICAL CENTER

J&W LUMBER

PILGRIM BANK

For corrections or 
additions, call 

the Enterprise at:

874-2259

Worship
  DIRECTORY

Mon - Fri

Shonda’s Snack Shack

Shonda Snack Shack
Tuesday- Tacos

@ Call & Place Your Order Ahead of  Time
806.822.0271

11 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m. 

Wed. Evening - Chicken Fried Steak

11 a.m. - 2 p.m. & 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Or until food runs out

Check Facebook for more specials!

5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Or until food runs out

Rev. Phyllis Cockerham 
Ministry

623 W. 4th • Clarendon, Texas
Cell: 806-290-5328

Email: phyllis.clay43@gmail.com

Services
Sunday: 10 a.m.

Worship & Message

Wednesday: 7 p.m.
Bible Study

The Vision
A ministry to help to see captive, downtrodden, brokenhearted and 
wounded-in-spirit set free from the bondage of this world. To see 
them restored to walk in the freedom and liberty that has already been 
provided by His Spirit and provision where people can see His awesome 
power and be healed, delivered, and matured through the ministry of 
His word.

The Story
Phyllis Cockerham has been involved in church ministry since 1967, 
serving in all areas of teaching as an assistant to the youth pastor, 
deconess, and women’s ministry She is licensed with Deliverance 
Temple International since May 2006 and traveled with evangelist 
Johnnie Hilton Ministries for 20 years. 

“I have served as a hospital volunteer in ICU, CCU, and recovery. 
This has been a great help in training for the ministry. I have also been 
involved in Potter County Jail Ministries for 15 years and had the 
privilege of working with Cornerstone Outreach Ministry in teaching, 
counseling, and healing rooms.

“I have had a desire and  great expectation of the fullness of God placed 
upon my heart a the early age of 8 years old in Hedley, where I was 
raised as a child. I am now living out that desire after a life-changing 
eperience that began with a trip to Israel. It has truly been the goodenss 
of god that has led me back to this community to see God’s plan 
fulfiilled.”

Rev. Phyllis Cockerham Ministry
623 W. 4th • Clarendon

806-290-5328
phyllis.clay43@gmail.com
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PLEASE RE-ELECT

the state but scored Hutson Gallagher of 
Austin as the top choice because of their 
team’s knowledge and previous work on 
the building.

Firm members Chris Hutson and 
Tracy Hirschman Hutson performed the 
architectural work leading up to the 2003 
restoration of the courthouse and have 
maintained a reputation in historic pres-
ervation work.

August 4, 2021 

Celebration to mark 
Library milestone

A single lightbulb on a pull-down 
string was the only lighting that illumi-
nated the old yellowed-paged, musty 
library books in the city library in 1977. 
These books in the old City Hall base-
ment stood ready on creaky shelves for 
the dedicated library patron who enjoyed 
reading.

That year, 1977, was also the year 
when a group of community mem-
bers decided to address the needs of 
the library. Four years later in August 
1981, their goal of improving the library 
became a reality when the books were 
finally moved into the current Burton 
Memorial Library on Kearney Street.

Now 40 years later, Friends of the 
Library will gather Wednesday, August 
11, to celebrate this milestone in the 
Library’s history.

August 4, 2021 

CCISD extends 
Bellar’s contract

Clarendon CISD Trustees extended 
Superintendent Jarod Bellar’s contract 
when they met in regular session July 12.

Bellar began his position with the 
school in January 2020 after serving 
eight years as the superintendent at Baird 
ISD.

School trustees met in closed ses-
sion for two hours to evaluate Bellar 
and meet with him. They then returned 
to open session and voted to extend his 
contract. Bellar’s three-year contract will 
now continue through June 30, 2024.

August 11, 2021 

Franks sets record in 
Dodge City rodeo

There is a gleam on Cole Franks’ 
face that may not go away for a while.

The 20-year-old bareback rider 
has reason to be so happy. He’d just 
ridden Pickett Pro Rodeo’s Bar Code 
for 90 points to win the first round of the 
Dodge City Roundup Rodeo and collect 
$3,385. Now, he’s set up for another ride 
of his life during Sunday’s championship 
round.

The rain began to fall just before 
bareback riding began, and by the time 
Franks nodded his head on Bar Code, it 
was pouring on Roundup Arena. It didn’t 
quite matter to the cowboy, nor the horse.

August 11, 2021 

COVID cases double
The active number of COVID-

19 cases in Donley County has dou-
bled since last week, according to the 
Clarendon Family Medical Clinic.

As of Tuesday, there were eight 
active cases of the disease, up from four 
one week ago.

August 18, 2021 

Pump failure ends 
center’s season early

The Clarendon Aquatic Center’s 
inaugural season came to an abrupt early 
end last week with the failure of the 
facility’s main pump.

Mayor Sandy Skelton said the 
construction company will have work-
ers here this week to pull the pump and 
send it to the manufacturer for analysis. 
The pump failed last Thursday night, and 
city officials decided Saturday to end the 
2021 season early since a replacement 
pump would not be available this week.

August 18, 2021 

DCSC to host ‘Senior 
Thang’ this Saturday

The excitement is building as “That 
Senior Thang” prepares to hit Clarendon 
this Saturday evening, August 21, with 
activities, food, and fun for people of all 
ages.

With proceeds benefiting the 
Donley County Senior Citizens Center, 
organizers have lined up live music, 
free games, food vendors, competitions, 
a country store, Chicken Drop Bingo, a 
50/50 raffle, and more to have something 
to do for people of all ages.

August 26, 2021 

Cornell to perform 
concert at Mulkey

Clarendon native Zach Cornell will 
perform on stage at the Mulkey Theatre 
Labor Day weekend on Sunday, Septem-
ber 5.

Cornell, who grew up in Clarendon 
and graduated from Clarendon High 
School, now lives in Nashville and 
recently released his debut studio album, 
Devil’s Been Working.

August 26, 2021 

CEDC grant helps 
save landmark

A historic Phillips 66 station has 
been saved thanks to the interest of a 
local businessman and a grant from the 
Clarendon Economic Development Cor-
poration.

Chuck Robertson received the first 
Historic Façade Grant awarded by the 
CEDC, which provided a total of $4,200 
for the $24,000 project.

The Phillips station located near the 
Donley County Courthouse at Third and 
Jefferson was constructed on the site of 
the former A.M. Beville home in 1930. 
Construction by contractor Joe Hum-
phrey, Jr., started on the Type B Phillips 
station in April 1930, and the business 
opened in May of that year under the 
direction of local Phillips distributor 
Henry D. Tomb. The Donley County 
Leader reported that during the opening 
day, 3,400 gallons of gasoline were sold 
and 505 cars were serviced.

September 1, 2021 

Bright days ahead for 
old Texaco station

An old building that once pulled 
people off of US 287 will soon have new 
life and a new purpose for travelers to 
the area.

For the past few weeks, curious 
passers-by have noticed work being done 
at the old Petty Texaco service station at 
the corner of US 287 and Gorst Street. 
The lot is being cleaned. The weeds 
are being cleared. Old tires are being 
removed. And there’s activity inside the 
old building itself once again.

The building’s new owners Nikki 
and Dusty Green, Donley County resi-
dents and producers of the nationally-
broadcast PBS travel show “Two for 
the Road,” have a vision that involves 
a restoration of the old building, a re-
invention of the tourism model in the 
Panhandle, and what they hope will be 
an exciting new breath of life in historic 
downtown Clarendon.

September 8, 2021 

COVID-19 cases total 
27 in August

A total of 27 cases of COVID-19 
were confirmed in Donley County during 
the month of August, three times the 9 
cases confirmed in July and almost seven 
times the total of four cases for June.

“Almost all of our new cases are 
people who are unvaccinated, and some 
have had COVID before,” said Donley 
County Judge John Howard, MD. “If 
you are unvaccinated, you are at risk of 
contracting the disease, spreading the 
disease, and, under the right circum-
stances, winding up in the hospital.”

September 15, 2021 

COVID surging in 
Donley County

COVID-19 is surging in Donley 
County with 37 active cases reported 
Tuesday, up from 20 just last Wednesday, 
and almost 70 percent of Donley County 
residents are not vaccinated.

Officials with the Clarendon Family 
Medical Center say the active cases are 
mostly all unvaccinated patients, and 
local health officials urge everyone to 
protect themselves.

September 22, 2021 

Clarendon water 
rates go up Oct. 1

Clarendon residents will see water 
rate increases next month following 
action taken by the City Council Sep-
tember 6.

City Administrator David Dockery 
said water and sewer rates will go up six 
percent starting October 1.

“We haven’t gone up on our utility 
rates in some time, and our costs of doing 
business in terms of supplies, labor, and 
water from Greenbelt Water Authority 
have gone up,” Dockery said.

September 22, 2021 

COVID takes toll on 
CC’s fall numbers

Clarendon College’s enrollment 
continues to feel the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic as reflected by 
a decline in headcount this semester, 
according to CC President Tex Buck-
haults.

CC’s total fall headcount settled 
at 1,399 following the census date on 
September 8. That’s a drop of about 2.6 
percent from 1,436 one year ago, and a 
decline of 12 percent from the pre-pan-
demic figure of 1,589 in the fall of 2019.

Buckhaults points out that contact 
hours – a key factor in the college’s state 
funding – are up slightly this semes-
ter compared to the pre-pandemic at 
304,864, an increase of about one per-
cent.

September 22, 2021 

CFMC reports 30 
active COVID cases

Donley County continues to see 
high numbers of COVID-19 cases this 

week, according to the Clarendon Family 
Medical Center.

Clinic spokesperson Marsha Bruce 
said Tuesday that there are 30 active 
cases under the care of CFMC, down 
from 37 a week ago.

The total positive cases at the clinic 
for September was 56 as of the end 
the day Monday, and Clarendon CISD 
reported positive tests of a separate 
seven cases in staff and/or students there 
in the last several days. Raising the total 
of new cases known about to 63.

September 22, 2021 

CCISD sets updated 
COVID protocols

Clarendon CISD released updated 
protocols related to COVID-19 follow-
ing a meeting of the Board of Trustees 
on September 13.

Among the updated protocols is 
language for students and staff who are 
exposed to a COVID positive person in 
the home highly encouraging them to 
stay home for the physician’s recom-
mended stay-at-home time. However, 
the protocol does allow those students or 
staff exhibiting no symptoms after five 
days to be tested and return to school 
early.

Students and staff who are fully 
vaccinated do not need to quarantine 
after a close contact exposure but should 
still get tested within five to seven days 
of the exposure, the protocol says.

CCISD Nurse Debbie Thompson 
said the school has administered about 
300 tests over the last three weeks (some 
of those are repeat tests on the same stu-
dents or staff) and has had 12 positives 
as of the end of last week. Five of those 
positives were tested again at Clarendon 
Family Medical Center.

September 29, 2021 

Crosstimber team 
repeats cookoff win

The Crosstimber Ranch team from 
Mustang, Okla., repeated its performance 
as the overall champion of the 27th 
annual Col. Charles Goodnight Chuck-
wagon Cookoff last Saturday, September 
25, at the Saints’ Roost Museum.

Returning from its championship 
win in 2020, the Crosstimber team com-
peted against seven other wagons at this 
year’s cookoff. Ten wagons were origi-
nally scheduled to compete, but two had 
to pull out prior to the event. The wagons 
served 465 people this year, down from 
615 last year when 15 wagons competed.

September 29, 2021 

TCU inducts Williams 
into Hall of Fame

Clarendon native Roy Williams III 
was inducted into the 2021 Hall of Fame 
Class last week at Texas Christian Uni-
versity.

The TCU Block T Association 
announced this year’s honorees, the 
53rd class to be inducted, were Williams 
‘01 (men’s track and field) along with 
Michael Cannon ‘86 (men’s track and 
field), Jamie MacCurdy Kizer ‘02 (wom-
en’s swimming and diving), and Victor 
Payne ‘02 (football).

October 6, 2021 

Experts examining 
courthouse damage

Stone conservators were in 
Clarendon this week to examine deposits 
left on brick and tile following flooding 
in the 1890 Donley County Courthouse 
in February when a winter storm froze 
water lines in the building’s attic.

Casey Jordan and Fran Gale, work-
ing for the architecture firm Hudson-
Gallagher, spent Monday and Tuesday 
trying different solvents and cleaners to 
see which will work best to clean the 
damage.

Gale said it is unclear what the 
black deposits are on brick following the 
flood of water that came down the walls 
near the front door of the courthouse. It 
is not mold, but she said it could be water 
that came through a fireplace and chim-
ney flue, which would be either ancient 
soot or perhaps a chimney waterproofing 
material from the building’s construc-
tion.

October 6, 2021 

Howardwick Baptist 
to mark 50th year

The First Baptist Church of How-
ardwick will celebrate its 50th year of 
worshiping together this this Saturday 
and Sunday.

The church was organized October 
3, 1971, in the home of A.L. Bacon, and 
a charter was adopted two weeks later.

Special guests this weekend 
include Linda Stout, Genoa Goad, and 
G.A. Roach, each of whom have been 
involved and served the church in the 
past.

October 6, 2021 

Lions Club celebrates 
99th anniversary

The Clarendon Lions Club held its 
99th anniversary Charter Banquet last 
Saturday night, October 3, at the Mulkey 

2021: COVID surges again
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Broncos @ Canyon Holiday Tournament
        Dec. 29 & 30 AWAY  @ TBA

Lady Broncos v. Childress
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Locations in Clarendon, Pampa, Childress, Shamrock, & Amarillo
800.687.9737 | ClarendonCollege.edu

Our TRADITION 
Your SUCCESS

LOWE'S FAMILY CENTER
Proud to support the Clarendon Broncos!

Theatre and presented awards during the 
evening as the culmination of Lions Day 
in the city.

Boss Lion Landon Lambert pre-
sented Lion Sandra Childress as the 
Outstanding New Member for 2021, and 
Lion Ashlee Estlack was recognized as 
the Lion of the Year for her service to the 
community through Lionism and her role 
in promoting club growth and visibility 
through marketing and social media.

Darcy Grahn was formally 
crowned as the club’s Sweetheart for the 
current year.

First Vice District Governor Roger 
Estlack and Second Vice District Gov-
ernor Ryan Monroe of the Amarillo 
Downtown Lions Club presented Boss 
Lion Landon Lambert with the Impact 
Award. Lambert is the first member of 
the Clarendon Lions Club in 99 years to 
be re-elected to a second term as presi-
dent. He was recognized for overseeing a 
growth in membership in the Clarendon 
Lions Club of more than 30 percent, 
which was the highest percentage growth 
in District 2-T1 during the Lions year 
2020-2021.

October 6, 2021 

69th Cotton Festival 
set for Oct. 8-9

Hedley residents are rolling out the 
welcome mat to host their 69th annual 
Cotton Festival on Friday and Saturday, 
October 8 and 9.

Last year’s festival was canceled 
due to the pandemic, but organizers are 
picking up where the 68th festival left off 
in 2019.

The Hedley Lioness Club will get 
things going Friday with a Chili & Stew 
Supper from 5 to 7 p.m., and storytelling 
will follow in the Lions Den.

Hedley’s One Act Plan and the 
Class of 2022 will host a Bingo and Auc-
tion with more than $4,000 in prizes and 
gift cards on Friday from 6 to 10 p.m. 
and Saturday 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. in the 
Senior Citizens building. All proceeds 
support the high school’s One Act Play.

October 13, 2021 

Mulkey plans block 
party for November 6

The Mulkey Theatre has announced 
plans for the “On Any Sunday Block 
Party” to be held Saturday, November 6, 
and vendors and merchants are invited to 
join the fun.

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of 
the motorcycle movie “On Any Sunday,” 
the block party will feature live music 
from the Caliche Dust Band, motorcycle 
displays, food, and vendors followed by 
an anniversary screening of the movie.

October 20, 2021 

City ends fiscal year 
in strong position

The City of Clarendon ended fiscal 
year 2021 in very good financial position 
in addition to completing major improve-
ment projects, according to information 
presented at the October 14 City Council 
meeting.

Mayor Sandy Skelton, in discuss-
ing the year-end financial reports, noted 
that the city finished the fiscal year more 
than $420,000 in the black, and City 
Administrator David Dockery reported 
that sales tax collections came in at an 
all-time high, totaling $477,790.77, up 
12.92 percent from $416,043 at the end 
of fiscal year 2020.

Dockery said if the sales tax collec-
tion trend continues, the city will bring in 
more than $500,000 in sales taxes in the 
next fiscal year.

October 20, 2021 

Seliger will not seek 
re-election in 2022

Today, State Senator Kel Seliger 
announced he will not seek re-election.

“After thoughtful consideration 
and with the reassurance of my family, 
including my new very vocal grand-
daughter, I have decided not to be a can-
didate for re-election to the Texas Senate. 
From my first campaign in 1989 to today, 
I have felt overwhelmingly proud to 
serve the Panhandle, South Plains, and 
the Permian Basin.”

October 27, 2021 

Halloween fun set
Clarendon is hosting a fun-filled 

day of trick-or-treating, games, food, 
movies, and more this Saturday, October 
30. From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 200 
block of Kearney St. , the Chamber of 
Commerce is organizing merchants and 
vendors with trick-or-treating, shopping, 
food trucks, and a vendor fair. Burton 
Memorial Library will also be announc-
ing the winner of their scarecrow contest.

October 27, 2021 

CC receives $670k 
distance ed grant

Clarendon College has received 
a grant of $670,423 to expand distance 
learning opportunities, according to 
information from CC and the USDA.

Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack 
announced Monday a significant expan-

sion of access to health care and edu-
cational services for millions of rural 
Americans nationwide. 

The money for Clarendon Col-
lege will be used to purchase state-of-
the-art video communication systems 
to be located on the main campus in 
Clarendon, as well as branch locations in 
Childress, Pampa, and Shamrock.

November 4, 2021 

CC meats team wins 
national title

Clarendon College’s Meats Team 
was named the 2021 national champions 
over this past weekend.

Meats judging coach Tate Corliss 
and his team of scholars from Clarendon 
College brought home the 2021 national 
championship. The team scored first out 
of six teams. Additionally, out of 24 con-
testants, Clarendon students scored the 
following: Megan Miller from Silver 
City, NM scored high overall individual; 
Kendra Pfeiffer from Boerne, TX scored 
4th high individual; Kamryn Bevel from 
Bedias, TX scored 5th high individual; 
and Pake Parkington from Ropesville, 
TX scored 9th high individual.

November 10, 2021 

USDA grant helps 
fund Hedley truck

A new trash truck is making the 
rounds in Hedley thanks to a grant from 
the US Department of Agriculture and 
the hard work of city officials.

City Manager Kim Davis said 
USDA provided $60,000 and the city 
financed the remaining $112,000 through 
Herring Bank in order to purchase the 
new truck.

The new Mack truck will take the 
place of a 1979 truck that the city had 
purchased used about six years ago, 
according to Mayor Carrie Butler.

“I’m just super excited for our little 
town,” Butler said. “We’ve been strug-
gling for a long time with the old truck, 
and Kim has done a wonderful job and 
the council has been onboard.”

Butler said the new truck is part of 
a bigger effort to clean up Hedley and 
make improvements around town.

November 17, 2021 

Chamber sets plans 
for Christmas

Join the Clarendon Chamber of 

Commerce in celebrating Small Busi-
ness Saturday, November 27, and sup-
port your local merchants.

In addition to sales and activities 
being planned with local merchants, a 
Craft Show & Vendor Fair will be held 
in two locations – 118 S. Kearney (inside 
the former steakhouse building) and at 
the Lions Hall. Vendors, and artisans will 
be set up from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

At 5 p.m. kids can deliver their let-
ters to Santa at the Courthouse. The 8th 
annual lighting ceremony will take place 
at 6 p.m.

On Sunday, November 28, the 
Mulkey Theatre will have a showing of 
The Polar Express at 6 p.m. Admission 
is a donation to the Donley County Com-
munity Fund, and everyone will receive 
hot chocolate and cookies. You are 
encouraged to wear your pajamas and 
join us on this adventure.

December 1, 2021 

Late Night Shopping 
starts Dec. 2

Clarendon Chamber of Commerce 
officials are hoping folks will continue 
to shop locally this month as merchants 
plan four nights of Late Night Shopping 
and prize giveaways.

Several merchants will be staying 
open late the next four Thursday nights, 
December 2, 9, 16, and 23.

Shoppers can register at any “Shop 
Donley County” merchant throughout 
the week for the prize drawings on Late 
Nights. You do have to be present to win, 
and the location of the drawing will be 
at different locations each week. This 
week’s drawing will take place at Loaded 
Nutrition / Rambling Ranch Boutique at 
204 S. Kearney at 8 p.m.

December 1, 2021 

COVID-19 surging in 
Donley County again

COVID-19 is surging in Donley 
County with the number of active cases 
doubling in the last two weeks.

Clarendon Family Medical Center 
reported 32 active cases Tuesday, up 
from 26 one week ago and 16 two weeks 
ago.

The total number of positive cases 
confirmed at the clinic for November as 
of Tuesday morning was 82 compared to 
37 in October.

December 3, 2021 

Franks finds comfort 
zone at NFR in Vegas
By Ted Harbin

LAS VEGAS – Throughout his 
first regular season in Pro Rodeo, Cole 
Franks looked like anything but a bare-
back riding rookie.

He rode well, and did it often, and 
he pulled off some big wins along the 
way. He won the bareback riding and 
all-around national titles at the College 
National Finals Rodeo in June, helping 
his Clarendon (Texas) College to the 
men’s team title. He finished the 2021 
regular season 12th in the world stand-
ings and the bareback riding Rookie of 
the Year.

December 8, 2021 

City delivers final 
verdict on old house

The City of Clarendon Building 
Standards Committee met last week 
and took action on a dilapidated home 
that has bothered city officials for seven 
years.

The old Neece home, now owned 
by Linda Lewis, located at Sixth and 
Bugbee as been the subject of several 
city agendas and complaints.

During the December 2 meeting 
of the committee, Jerry Lewis asked 
the city again for more time and prom-
ised to make repairs to the roof of the 
house within two months. The commit-
tee did not agree to that. After listening 
to the testimony of Code Enforcement 
Officer Gret Betts and Fire Marshal 
Jeremy Powell, the committee declared 
the house as a dangerous structure and 
ordered its removal within 30 days. If the 
owners do not demolish the building, the 
city will take bids to do so and bill the 
owners.

December 8, 2021 

Late Night Shopping 
continues this week

With Christmas fast approaching, 
the Clarendon Chamber of Commerce 
still has three nights of Late Night Shop-
ping and prize giveaways planned pro-
viding plenty of opportunities for people 
to support local merchants.

Several merchants will be staying 
open late the next three Thursday nights, 
December 9, 16, and 23.

This week the First United Meth-
odist Church will hold a Parents’ Night 

Out on Thursday, December 9, from 
5:00 to 8:30 p.m. Parents can drop off 
kids while they take part in late night 
shopping. The kids will enjoy games and 
activities while the parents get a Night 
Out to finish up their last-minute shop-
ping.

December 15, 2021 

County tackles 
decisions on JP office

County politics occupied much 
of the Donley County Commissioners’ 
agenda Monday during their regular ses-
sion.

Judge John Howard said the com-
missioners’ court focused mainly on 
the position of the Justice of the Peace 
of Precincts 1 & 2, driven by the need 
to confirm the boundaries of those pre-
cincts and by JP Pam Mason submitting 
her resignation last Thursday, effective 
January 1, 2022.

Howard said the county had con-
sidered the possibility of consolidating 
its two justices of the peace positions 
into one, but with four people having 
filed for Mason’s position, the court 
decided it was in the county’s best inter-
est to keep the two JP positions.

JP 1&2 offices in Clarendon on the 
Courthouse Square, while JP 3&4 offices 
in Hedley.

Maintaining the Clarendon JP 
office, the commissioners also then con-
firmed the boundaries of the JP precincts, 
aligning them with the commissioner 
precinct boundaries already which had 
already been set, Howard said.

When the JP position becomes 
vacant in January, commissioners could 
appoint someone to take Mason’s place, 
but Howard said the county does not 
intend to take that action until the voters 
can have their say in March and could 
even hold off until May in the case of a 
run-off election.

“The fair thing to do is leave it 
vacant and let the voters decide who they 
want in that position,” he said.

December 15, 2021 

Four sign up for JP
A four-way race has emerged for 

one Donley County office and one can-
didate has filed for another office that is 
currently vacant.

The filing period for a place on the 
Democratic and Republican primary bal-
lots closed Monday, December 13, and 

all local candidates filed as Republicans, 
according to the Donley County Clerk’s 
office.

Sarah Hatley, Connie Lane, Ashley 
Savage, and Kristen Taylor all filed to run 
for the Justice of the Peace of Precincts 1 
and 2. Incumbent JP Pam Mason, whose 
term should have expired at the end of 
December 2022, has resigned her posi-
tion effective January 1, 2022.

Former Donley County chief 
deputy Randy Bond filed to run for Con-
stable of Precincts 3&4, a position that is 
currently vacant.

December 15, 2021 

Franks hits jackpot  
By Ted Harbin

Cole Franks is pretty reserved on 
a daily basis. He doesn’t have a lot to 
say, but even the news he learned at the 
National Finals Rodeo left him virtually 
speechless.

“Wow,” he said after learning 
that he finished his rookie season with 
$227,422 in earnings. “That’s crazy.”

He sat stunned after earning 
$150,029 over 10 nights in the Nevada 
desert, aided in large part by finishing 
third in the aggregate race after riding 
10 horses for a cumulative score of 860 
points. It was an incredible way to con-
clude his inaugural season in the PRCA.

“I don’t have the words to put to it,” 
said Franks, 20, of Clarendon. “It is defi-
nitely not what I expected when I started 
the year. It is life-changing money. It sets 
you up for years to come.”

December 15, 2021 

Reagan Foundation 
honors Thornberry

The Ronald Reagan Presiden-
tial Foundation and Institute last week 
announced that former House Armed 
Services Committee Chairman Mac 
Thornberry of Clarendon and former 
Deputy Secretary of Defense Robert 
Work were honored with the Ronald 
Reagan Peace Through Strength Award 
at the 2021 Reagan National Defense 
Forum (RNDF) on December 4, 2021.

“Chairman Thornberry and Sec-
retary Work have each devoted decades 
of their lives to serving and supporting 
our nation’s armed forces. Their stead-
fast leadership has contributed greatly to 
our safety and freedom as a nation,” said 
Frederick J. Ryan Jr., chairman of the 
board of trustees of the Ronald Reagan 
Presidential Foundation and Institute. 

2021: Cole Franks hits jackpot at NFR in Las Vegas
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It Pays 
to Advertise!
Call today to fi nd out how.  

874-2259

Clarendon Lions Club Regular 
meeting each Tuesday at noon. 
Landon Lambert, Boss Lion. 
Roger Estlack, Secretary

Clarendon Chamber of Commerce Regular 
Board of Directors meeting 1st Thursday 
each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Clarendon 
Visitor Center.

Clarendon Lodge #700 AF&AM 
Stated meeting: Second Mondays, 
7:30 p.m.  Refreshments at 6:30 
p.m.  Practice: Fourth Mondays,   
7 p.m. Greg Price - W.M., Russell 
Estlack - Secretary. 2 B 1, ASK 1

MEETINGS

Find your home in the 
Big-E Classifi eds!

Call in your ad at

874-2259
Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. 

Prepayment required. 
Visa / MasterCard accepted.

Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. classifi eds

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
All real estate advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act which makes it 

illegal to advertise "any preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or 
national origin, or an intention, to make 
any such preference, limitation, or discrim-
ination."  Familial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living with parents 
or legal custodians, pregnant women, 
and people securing custody of children 
under 18. This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law.  Our read-
ers are hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity basis.  To com-
plain of discrimination, call HUD toll-free 
at 1-800-669-9777.  The toll-free tele-
phone number of the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.
CLASSIFIED AD RATES are $8.00 for the 
fi rst 15 words and 15¢ for each additional 
word. Special typefaces or boxes are extra.
THANK YOU NOTES are $10.00 for the 
fi rst 40 words and 15¢ for each additional 
word.
DEADLINES are 5:00 p.m. each Monday, 
subject to change for special editions and 
holidays.
PREPAYMENT IS REQUIRED on all ads 
except for customers with established 
accounts. Visa and MasterCard accepted.
ERRORS: Check your ad on its fi rst printing. 
Errors not corrected within ten days of the 
fi rst printing are the responsibility of the 
advertiser.

Clarendon Alcoholics Anony-
mous Group 806-676-9416, 
806-661-1015, 24 hour hotline 
806-329-3088. Mon., Thurs., & 
Satur. 7 p.m. 416 S Kearney St.

Big E Meeting Listings
only $8.50 per month. Call 

874-2259 to have your club or 
organization meeting listed.

Shop at Home
Support the merchants who 

support your community.

CALL: 874-5201   •   OPEN DAILY 6 A.M. TO 10 P.M.   •   PHARMACY: 874-5202
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KEEP YOUR IMMUNE 
SYSTEM STRONG!

NEED A REFILL? 
THERE'S 
AN APP 

FOR THAT!

Sore legs? On your feet?
We have support socks and stockings!

NEW
LUGGAGE!

Crosses for Easter
RUBS, DIP MIXES, 

SALSAS,  BBQ SAUCES, 
SYRUPS, & MUSTARDS

Cooks & waitresses needed. 
Under new management.

Apply in person today!

HELP WANTED

Saints' Roost Museum
610 East Harrington

Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Open for appointments.

Call 874-2746.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FACILITIES AVAILABLE - Family Reunions, 
Receptions, Business Meetings, Club Func-
tions, and more. Clarendon Lions Hall, 111 W. 
Fourth. Call 874-2259 for rental information.
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SERVICES
CLARENDON ASSISTED LIVING HOME has a 
private room available with private bath and 
walk-in closet.
Furnished.  All meals and laundry.  Transporta-
tion to local appointments.  Warm, safe envi-
ronment.  Excellent references.  We accept 
private pay. [$1,1850.00 monthly], long term 
care insurance, and Medicaid.  V.A. approved.  
Good Food, Good Care, Good Company.
806-874-5000  Texas SL# 146046

CliftLandAuctions.com 

Clarendon Enterprise—2 col x 5” B/W Ad—Carson Co Sealed Bid Auction 
12/16/2021 12/23/2021 01/06/2022 01/13/2022 

880000..229999..LLAANNDD 

TX Auctioneer License # 16802 

905 S. Fillmore St., Ste. 102  Amarillo, TX 79101 

TX Broker Lic #588891 
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��Call our of�ice to recei�e your Sealed Bid Packet. 
See Terms & Conditions on our website. 
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REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT: effi ciency apartment/trailer $350 
per month plus electric. 806-277-0376

FOR RENT

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: $350 a cord or $200 a 
rick. 806-277-0376

FOR SALE WANTED

WANT TO BUY:
Rear tine roto tiller.

806-418-0950.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Clarendon CISD will hold a public meeting 
to discuss the fi nancial rating received from 
the state’s Financial Integrity Rating System 
of Texas (FIRST). The meeting will be held at 
7:00 p.m. January 10, 2022 in the Clarendon 
CISD Administration and Technology Building 
located at 416 South Allen Street, Clarendon, 
Texas. Clarendon CISD received a FIRST rating 
of A= Superior Achievement.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS 
HEDLEY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT’S
State Financial Accountability Rating
Hedley ISD will hold a public meeting at 6:00 
pm, January 10, 2020, in the Board Room / 
Superintendents Offi ce, 301 Jones St, Hedley, 
TX. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss 
Hedley ISD’s rating on the state’s fi nancial 
accountability system.

NOTICE OF CODE VIOLATION
Is to inform you that the following property 
located at 330 Grouper St Howardwick, TX 
79226  was found to be in violation of the city 
ordinance for Weeds over 8 Inches. Ordinance 
number 113 of the City of Howardwick.
Legal Description: Lot 79 of the Cherokee Sec-
tion to the City of Howardwick, Donley County, 
Texas
Owner: Robert E & Marcie Key Dobbins
Your property was inspected on the 01st day 
of September, 2021. You have (14) days from 
the date of this letter to bring the property 
back into compliance. In accordance with City 
ordinance # 113, you can be fi ned should the 
property stay in violation. The city can exer-
cise its right to complete the necessary work 
should you fail to do so, at a cost to you. If not 
paid, a lien can be recorded on the property. 
This notice serves for a period of one-year from 
the date of this notice. If at any time during this 
one-year period the property is found to be out 
of compliance, for the same violation, you will 
be fi ned and/or the work executed at cost of 
you, without further notice.
NOTICE OF CODE VIOLATION
To inform you that the following property 
located at 46 Janny Dr, Howardwick, TX 79226 
was found to be in violation of the city ordi-
nance for Rubbish/Debris & Weeds over 8 
Inches. Ordinance Number 113 of the City of 
Howardwick.
Legal Description: Lots 45-46 Comanche Sec-
tion, City of Howardwick, Donley County, Texas
Owner: Tomlin Family Lvg Trust
Your property was inspected on the 08st day of 
September, 2021. You have (14) days from the 
date of this notice to bring the property back 
into compliance. In accordance with City ordi-
nance #113, you can be fi ned should the prop-

erty stay in violation. The city can exercise its 
right to complete the necessary work should 
you fail to do so, at a cost to you. If not paid, 
a lien can be recorded on the property. This 
notice serves for a period of one-year from the 
date of this notice. If at any time during this 
one-year period the property is found to be out 
of compliance, for the same violation, you will 
be fi ned and/or the work executed at cost of 
you, without further notice.

NOTICE OF CODE VIOLATION
To inform you that the following property 
located at 338 Angel St, Howardwick, TX 
79226 was found to be in violation of the 
city ordinance for Rubbish/Debris. Ordinance 
number 113 of the City of Howardwick.
Legal Description: 1/2 of Lots 174-175 in the 
Cherokee Section to the City of Howardwick, 
Donley County, Owner: Kelly Tuttle
Your property was inspected on the 01st day of 
September, 2021. You have (14) days from the 
date of this notice to bring the property back 
into compliance. In accordance with City ordi-
nance #113, you can be fi ned should the prop-
erty stay in violation. The city can exercise its 
right to complete the necessary work should 
you fail to do so, at a cost to you. If not paid, 
a lien can be recorded on the property. This 
notice serves for a period of one-year from the 
date of this notice. If at any time during this 
one-year period the property is found to be out 
of compliance, for the same violation, you will 
be fi ned and/or the work executed at cost of 
you, without further notice.

NOTICE OF CODE VIOLATION
To inform you that the following property 
located at 340 Walleye St, Howardwick TX 
79226 was found to be in violation of the city 
ordinance for Weeds over 8 Inches. Ordinance 
number 113 of the City of Howardwick.
Legal Description: Lot 120 of the Cherokee 
Section to the City of Howardwick, Donley 
County, Texas
Owner: Kelly Tuttle
Your property was inspected on the 01st day 
of September, 2021. You have (14) days from 
the date of this notice to bring the property 
back into compliance. In accordance with City 
ordinance # 113, you can be fi ned should the 
property stay in violation. The city can exer-
cise its right to complete the necessary work 
should you fail to do so, at a cost to you. If not 
paid, a lien can be recorded on the property. 
This notice serves for a period of one-year from 
the date of this notice. If at any time during this 
one-year period the property is found to be out 
of compliance, for the same violation, you will 
be fi ned and/or the work executed at cost of 
you, without further notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE

MADE MONEY
WITH THE 

CLASSIFIEDS
It’s easy to sell your stuff with a little 

help from the Big-E Classifieds. 
Let our sales team help you place 

an ad today, in print or online!

Call 806-874-2259 or go to clarendonlive.com.
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MADE MONEY
WITH THE 

CLASSIFIEDS
It’s easy to sell your stuff with a little 

help from the Big-E Classifieds. 
Let our sales team help you place 

an ad today, in print or online!

Call 806-874-2259 or go to clarendonlive.com.

GET IN ON GET IN ON 
     THE ACTION     THE ACTION

Keep up with all your local sports teams. 
Keep up with all your local sports teams. 

Subscribe today.Subscribe today. Call 874-2259.Call 874-2259. 
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As we usher in 2022, we would like 
to extend our best wishes to everyone 

who helped make us so successful.

We appreciate your patronage, and we 
look forward to serving you 

in the years to come. 

From everyone at Herring Bank, 
we wish a happy, healthy, and 

prosperous new year to all!

HERRING BANKHERRING BANK

2022

We will close at 3:00 p.m. on Friday, December 31, 2021.


