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THIS WEEK
2 A local veteran gets a nice 
recognition on a train in New 
England.
5 Donley County offi cials take 
their oaths of offi ce ahead of 
starting new terms.
6 The Broncos stop the boys 
from Panhandle.
8 And Clarendon Lions 
discuss service projects.
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s yuletide edition!

Local surveys 
are underway

An important survey is under-
way by Donley County, the City of 
Clarendon, and the City of Hedley, 
which should help local communi-
ties become eligible for more grant 
funds.

The survey will determine 
whether our communities can apply 
for grants to purchase new ambu-
lances when needed and conduct 
street repairs in our cities as well as 
other municipal projects.

 The surveyors will be local 
citizens, who most people should 
be familiar with as having grown up 
here in Donley County. 

Participation is voluntary, but 
it is vital that local offi  cials collect 
enough responses to correct inaccu-
rate census information and ensure 
county and city eligibility to apply 
for these grants.

Accident takes 
life of traveler 
at Goodnight

A Fort Worth man lost his 
life New Year’s Day in a two-
vehicle accident at Goodnight.

The Texas Department of 
Public Safety reports that Amil 
Suljic, 58, was eastbound on US 
287 ten miles east of Claude in 
a Volvo semi-tractor trailer at 
about 1:05 p.m. when the acci-
dent occurred.

A second truck, a 2013 
Peterbilt Jose Sanchez, 32, of 
Morse, was slowing down to turn 
right onto Armstrong County 
Road 25 when the Suljic failed 
to control his speed and struck 
Sanchez’s towed trailer causing 
signifi cant damage.

The Volvo came to rest 
on top of Sanchez’s trailer, and 
Sanchez’s vehicle jack-knifed 
and came to reset partially in 
the roadway and partially in the 
south ditch, the DPS report said.

Suljic was pronounced 
dead at the scene by Armstrong 
County Justice of the Peace, 
Janna Lemons.

The accident remains under 
investigation.

Local woman 
gets fi ve-year 
prison term

A Clarendon woman will spend 
fi ve years in the state prison system 
on drug-related charges following 
sentencing by the district court hear 
December 20.

Brandie Chambless, 52, was 
sentenced to fi ve years in prison for 
the third-degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled substance 
in penalty group one, methamphet-
amine.

Chambless was arrested on 
October 1, 2019, by Donley County 
Sheriff ’s Deputy Jakey Longan. 
Chambless was originally placed on 
two years’ probation on October 29, 
2021.

The State fi led a motion asking 
the Court to revoke Chambless’ pro-
bation on June 15, alleging three 
violations of community supervi-
sion.  Chambless pleaded true to all 
violations which included the com-
mission of a new off ense of leaving 
the rehabilitation facility.

District Attorney Luke Inman, 
along with Assistant District Attor-
ney Harley Caudle, prosecuted the 
cases for the State of Texas, with the 
Honorable Judge Stuart Messer pre-
siding.

“When Defendants like this one 
request help, and we allow them to 
go to rehab, it’s in their best inter-
est to complete the program,” said 
Inman.  “Court-ordered rehabilita-
tion only works when these defen-
dants are committed to getting off  
substances to successfully complete 
probation.”

Chambless was also ordered to 
pay the remaining $500 fi ne, $180 
restitution and $458 in court costs.

District court 
works backlog

The 100th Judicial District 
Court heard 16 pleas and handled 
more than 100 cases as it worked 
through part of its pandemic back-
log in Panhandle December 13. 

District Attorney Luke 
Inman, along with Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Harley Caudle, 
prosecuted the cases for the State 
of Texas, with the Honorable 
Judge Stuart Messer presiding.

On the docket, there were 
more than 100 cases, most of 
which were new information fi l-
ings by the DA’s offi  ce, according 
to Inman.

“We are still working 
through an immense amount of 
case backlog from 2020,” said 
Inman.  “Our two dockets this 
week wrapped up a year-long 
review of drug cases across the 
district.  

“Dockets this size take an 
extreme amount of work and 
coordination from multiple 
agencies and county and district 
offi  ces,” Inman said.  

“With everyone’s hard 
work, we will begin the 2023 
year with the ball rolling on all 
drug off enses across the district,” 
Inman continued.

The resolved cases consisted 
of three fi rst, second, and third 
degree felonies each; fi ve state 
jail felonies; and two Class A mis-
demeanors.

A total of $58,500 in fi nes 
were assessed, $6,640 of which 
were paid upfront to Carson 
County.  

An additional $5,550 in 
court-appointed attorney fees, 
$5,440 in court costs and $2,340 
in restitution were assessed as a 
result of the pleas.

A Clarendon woman is count-
ing her blessings after a housefi re 
destroyed part of her home and 
resulted in the loss of three pets last 
Wednesday, December 28.

“God takes care of us in ways 
we can’t imagine,” Terri Luna told 
the Enterprise this week, recalling 
how her friends and community have 
rallied around her. “It’s just been 
phenomenal.”

Luna was out of town when the 
fi re broke out in her home in the 300 
block of West Third Street, but she 
says within minutes it seems like the 
community was there for her.

“I was in Amarillo at my daugh-
ter’s and got a call from Shantel 
Harris at the Brake Time deli asking 
me if I was okay,” Luna said. “I told 
her I had a little bit of a cold but felt 
pretty good. That’s when she told me 
that’s not what she meant and that 
my house was on fi re.”

Moments earlier, Sue Hardy, 
who was housesitting for Luna, 
awakened to what seemed like a 
fog in the house. Meanwhile, Carey 
Wann, a local EMT, was driving 
by at the time and noticed smoke 
coming from the house. He went into 
action and called the authorities.

“I went and pushed the door 
open, helped (Hardy) get out, and 
got one of the little dogs out,” Wann 
said. 

Three other dogs perished in the 
fi re. 

The Clarendon Volunteer Fire 
Department was dispatched at 8:55 
and was on the scene by 8:59, Fire 
Chief Jeremy Powell said. CVFD 
responded to the blaze with fi ve 
trucks and 11 fi remen and stayed on 

the scene until 11:15. 
“We got a hold of it pretty 

quick, but it got into the attic and 
eves and in a wall,” Powell said.

Rushing back from Amarillo, 
Luna learned that someone had 
already notifi ed her insurance agent 
– Virginia Patten with Hall-Donley 
Farm Bureau – and that her claim 
was already being processed.

“Virginia was actually on vaca-
tion but stopped to take care of me,” 
Luna said. “It’s just another positive 
thing about living in a small town.”

Friends, family, her church, 
the school, student organizations, 
and the Ministerial Alliance were 
all quick to respond in Luna’s hour 
of need, she said. A fund was estab-
lished at the Donley County State 
Bank, and a GoFundMe was set 
up online. Local businesses began 
taking donations to add to the fund 
at the bank.

Off ers of places to stay were 
also plentiful, she said.

“If I slept in every home that 
was off ered to me, I could probably 
couch hop for two months and never 
stay in the same place,” Luna said. 

While Luna said she’s always 
loved her community and known the 
kindness of its residents, she didn’t 
understand the full extent of it until 
the last week. 

“It’s been too overwhelming for 
words,” she said. “And I don’t know 
how people know what you need. 
I’ve been off ered a lot of stuff , and 
other than clothes, its never the same 
thing twice.”

Offi  cials say the fi re appears to 
have started in the front bedroom on 
the southeast side of the house, but 

Donley youth 
prepare for 
stock show 
next week

Local 4-H and FFA members 
are working to get ready for the 
Donley County Junior Livestock 
Show to be held at the Donley 
County Activity Center on Saturday, 
January 14, 2023.

The show will begin at 9 a.m. 
with the buyer’s meal and premium 
auction beginning at 6 p.m. Weigh-in 
starts at 3 p.m. this Friday.  

There are 40 local kids entered 
to exhibit 69 animal projects that 
they have been busy caring for this 
fall.  

Anyone wishing to purchase an 
animal or donate to the buyers’ club 
can do so by calling the Extension 
offi  ce ahead of time at 874-2141. 
Potential buyers can also request 
ahead of time to be called when 
a particular exhibitor’s animal is 
coming up for auction Saturday in 
order to participate in the auction via 
telephone.

The concession stand will be 
available during the show Saturday.  
The buyers’ dinner will be catered by 
Dyer’s BBQ.

Showing for the Clarendon 
FFA will be Tandie Cummins, Mya 
Edwards, Emberly Gonzalez, Emily 
Gonzalez, and Morgan Mills.

Donley County 4-H members 
showing will be Ajax Caudle, Jase 
Conway, Laney Gates, Levi Gates, 
Trigg Harper, Tyler Harper, Grant 
Haynes, Parker Haynes, Harrison 
Howard, Hudson Howard, Emily 
McCurdy, Adleigh Moore, Hayden 
Moore, Ethan Murray, Flint Pittman, 
Slaid Pittman, Jaxan Robertson, 
Cutter Seay, Heston Seay, Gracen 
Sims, Presley Smith, Fayde Turner, 
Hunter Wann, and Maloree Wann.

The Hedley FFA will be rep-
resented by Kaitin Ehlert, Taylee 
Ehlert, Ehmjey Martinez, Zurinity 
Martinez, Brandon Moore, Madi-
son Moore, Savannah Trent, Javier 
Valles, Iziak Weatherread, and 
Megan Weatherread.

Powell said Tuesday that the cause 
of the blaze is still unknown.

The adjacent living room had 
some fi re damage, he said, but most 
of the house suff ered only smoke 
and heat damage.

“It is reparable,” the chief 
said. “It’s a well-built house.”

Luna said her situation is 
“turning out to be livable and 
doable” but moving back into that 
house won’t be an option for her.

“I lost my dogs in there. We 
had them for nine years. Even if 

I could rebuild, I just can’t live 
there,” she said.

Almost a week after the fi re, 
Luna says she believes she’s in 
a good position. She has a place 
to stay as she sorts things out 
and returned to work Tuesday at 
Clarendon High School where she 
teaches. Going back to work was 
refreshing, she said, as she starts to 
fi gure out her new normal.

 “I think I have what I need, 
but I still appreciate everyone’s 
thoughts and prayers,” she said.

Fire leads to outpouring of love
Community rallies around teacher in her time of need

Terri Luna’s bag containing her Bible sits on a dining room 
chair seemingly free from damage after last week’s housefi re. 
“What’s strange is I don’t remember putting it there, and that’s 
not where I would usually have it,” she said.  COURTESY PHOTO

Clarendon volunteer fi remen and emergency personnel battle a fi re at the residence of Terri Luna last Wednesday. Luna has since 
been overwhelmed with the response of the community following the fi re.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

Grand prize winner
Chamber of Commerce board member Bob Weiss presents Jennifer Martinez with $250 
Christmas Chamber Cash as the grand prize winner in the 2022 Shop Small Big Christmas 
promotion. The Chamber appreciates everyone who shopped locally this past holiday season. 
Those merchants participating were Amanda’s Country Soaps, Every Nook & Cranny, Ram-
bling Ranch Boutique, Saye’s Flying A Tack Store, Mike’s Pharmacy, Henson’s, Whistle-Stop, 
J&W Lumber, Country Bloomers Flowers & Gifts, and Wicked Fast Attire.
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THIS WEEK
2 George Hubbard refl ects on 
Texas history.
4 The First United Methodist 
Church names its 2023 chili 
champions.
6 The Lady Broncos are 
ready for to start basketball 
playoffs.
8 And enter to win our Pigskin 
Predictions Contest!
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s yuletide edition!

Tree sales underway
The Donley County Soil & 

Water Conservation District is 
taking orders for is spring tree 
sales now through March 25.

A variety of shrubs, trees, 
and ornamental grasses are being 
off ered. Order forms are available 
at the USDA offi  ces at Fourth and 
Sully. Those interested may stop 
by or call Mona at 806-874-3561 
or 817-648-8351.

Brake Time holding 
contest for artists

The Brake Time convenience 
store at US 287 and Jeff erson is 
looking for local residents want-
ing to release their artistic expres-
sions with a new art contest.

Idea submissions are being 
accepted until February 28, and 
six winners will be selected, with 
the public’s help, to each paint 
a section of fence on the Brake 
Time property, roughly eight feet 
by 16 feet. 

Brake Time offi  cials say they 
are looking for something fun with 
a positive energy. Those inter-
ested are asked to bring a sketch 
of their idea to the store with their 
name and phone number. Submis-
sions will be posted at the store 
and online.

Once the six winners have 
painted their sections of the fence, 
another round of judging will be 
opened. The winner of the second 
contest will get to paint the west 
side of the Brake Time building.

Artists must provide their 
own supplies. Visit the local 
Brake Time store with questions 
or for more information.

Candidate 
sign-ups 
continue

With barely more than a week 
to go in the fi ling period, only two of 
six local governments have enough 
candidates to fi ll all the seats open on 
their boards.

The cities of Howardwick and 
Hedley each have all of their incum-
bents signed up to run for re-elec-
tion, while the City of Clarendon, 
the Clarendon and Hedley school 
districts, and the hospital board are 
all still waiting for candidates.

Howardwick was the fi rst to see 
all of its incumbents sign up. Mayor 
Tony Clemishire and Aldermen 
Johnny Floyd and Jada Murray are 
all running again. 

Hedley Mayor Carrie Butler 
told the Enterprise Monday that 
incumbent Aldermen Trisha Chamb-
less, Alicia Hanes, and Jennifer 
Floyd have all fi led paperwork to 
seek reelection.

Clarendon Alderman Eulaine 
McIntosh has fi led for reelection. 
The city has the mayor’s seat and 
two aldermen’s positions up this 
year.

At Clarendon ISD, Chrisi 
Tucek has fi led for reelection to the 
Board of Trustees. Tucek’s and one 
other trustee positions are available 
this year.

Rose Lemley has fi led to run 
again for her Place 1 position on 
the Donley County Hospital Dis-
trict Board of Directors. Place 2 and 
Place 3 are also up for election.

Hedley ISD has two full three-
year terms and one unexpired term 
up this year, and incumbent Shauna 
Herbert has fi led for reelection to her 
full term.

Candidate applications are 
available from the administrative 
offi  ces of each entity. Applications 
for the City of Clarendon positions 
are also available at cityofclaren-
dontx.com. 

Filing began January 18 and 
continues through Friday, February 
17. Elections are scheduled to be 
held Saturday, May 6, 2023.

Get out those poodle skirts and leather jack-
ets ready for an old fashioned Sock Hop when 
the Clarendon Chamber of Commerce hosts its 
annual awards banquet Thursday, February 23, at 
the Bairfi eld Activity Center.

Tickets are on sale now for the 1950s-themed 
event, which will recognize several outstand-
ing citizens in Donley County. The awards to be 
given will be the Saints’ Roost Award for a life-
time of service to the community and the Man 
and Woman of the Year, and Business of the Year 

in addition to recognitions for outstanding youth 
from Clarendon and Hedley.

Musical entertainment for the evening will 
be by Jackie Haney & the Geezers Gone Wild, 
which features Clarendon native Charlie Clinton 
on the keyboard. It will be rockin’ good time that 
you won’t want to miss.

The evening will begin at 6 p.m. with hors 
d’oeuvres and hospitality including the annual 
Chamber silent auction and gift box pull. The 
banquet, entertainment, and awards will follow 

at 7 p.m.
Those attending are encouraged to dress up 

like the 1950s, and businesses are also invited to 
purchase blocks of tickets by sponsoring tables 
at the event. Table sponsors will get to decorate 
their tables to refl ect their business and the theme 
of the banquet with a prize given for the best 
table decoration.

Tickets are $25 per person and must be pur-
chased in advance at the Visitor Center. For more 
information, call 806-874-2421.

Corey Johnson from Guy, Ark., 
has been hired as the new preacher 
for the Clarendon Church of Christ. 

Corey was the pulpit minister at 
the Guy Church of Christ and is orig-
inally from Guymon, Okla. He has 
preached in Oklahoma and Arkan-
sas, as well as worked in several 
other professions before preaching 
full time. Corey attended the Brown 
Trail School of Preaching in Bed-
ford, Texas, graduating in December 
2014. While attending Brown Trail.

He and his wife, Amy, have 
been married since 2004. Corey and 
Amy have two wonderful children – 
daughter Savannah and son Elijah.

He strongly believes that chil-
dren are the future of the church 
and has a passion for working with 
youth and instilling a love of God 
and knowledge of the Scriptures 
in them. When he was a child, he 
attended Black Mesa Bible Camp 
every summer; and when he became 
a teenager, he began to serve there 
as a counselor and teacher. He has 
also served as a counselor at Green 
Valley Bible Camp, Inner Circle 
Christian Camp, and Quartz Moun-
tain Christian Camp. 

As a young adult, he was active 
as a coach for Kids’ Incorporated 
Youth Soccer, which combined 

his love of soccer with his love for 
working with kids. This love of 
working with children served him 
well while managing a Sonic Drive-
In. He had many teenagers working 
for him, who looked to him as a role 
model and would sometimes come 
to him for advice and help with vari-
ous problems and situations. He was 
always happy to take the time to help 
them in whatever way he could.

The church in Clarendon wel-
comes Corey, Amy, Savannah, and 
Elijah to Clarendon and is look-
ing forward to them being a part 
of the church and the community. 
The Church of Christ would like to 

The Clarendon Volunteer Fire 
Department was called to a blaze in 
the southeast part of town late Sat-
urday night for a structure fi re.

Fireman Chuck Robertson 
said the department was paged out 
at 11:10 p.m. to a storage building 
that was on fi re in the alley between 

Third and Fourth Streets off  of 
Hartzell Street. 

Four fi remen and two trucks 
responded to the fi re and stayed on 
the scene until about 12:45 a.m.

The danger of fi re spreading 
through heavily wooded area pre-
sented a threat to other nearby struc-

tures, but the fi re was contained to 
the immediate area. The contents 
of the building were destroyed, he 
said, and the cause of the fi re was 
not known at press time.

Also on last Saturday, the 
CVFD was called to a structure 
fi re on North Sully Street, north 

of the county barn. First Assistant 
Chief Glen Wright said three fi re-
men responded to the afternoon 
call. Old tires were found to be 
burning in an old block building 
well house. Wright said the fi re was 
extinguished quickly with no real 
damage to the structure.

US Rep. Ronny Jackson last 
week along with Abigail Spanberger 
(D-VA-07) and Vicente Gonzalez 
(D-TX-34) reintroduced the bipar-
tisan, bicameral Foreign Adversary 
Risk Management (FARM) Act to 
help protect America’s ag industry 
from malign foreign investors.

The bill would also bolster the 

US supply chain by reforming the 
Committee on Foreign Investment 
in the United States (CFIUS) – the 
governmental body that oversees the 
vetting process of foreign invest-
ment and acquisition of American 
companies. Senator Tommy Tuber-
ville (R-AL) introduced companion 
legislation in the US Senate. 

“Today, America faces numer-
ous threats to its national security, 
and the agricultural industry is no 
exception,” Jackson said. “Our 
adversaries, especially the Chi-
nese Communist Party, continue to 
increase their presence in America’s 
food industry and agricultural supply 
chains.” 

This bill will help to combat 
foreign investment into, and inter-
ference of, the American agriculture 
industry by modernizing the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment in the 
United States (CFIUS) to ensure that 
the US monitors this investment and 
understands the national security 
implications. 

Specifi cally, this bill would 
reform CFIUS by: Ensuring CFIUS 
recognizes the agriculture indus-
try and agriculture supply chains 
as critical infrastructure, Adds the 
Secretary of Agriculture to CFIUS, 
and Requires CFIUS to review any 
investment that could result in for-
eign control of any US ag business.

Clarendon CISD this week announced new 
phone numbers will be assigned to every offi  ce in the 
school district as part of an expansion of the CCISD 
phone system.

CCISD Technology Director & District Safety 
Offi  cer Butch Noble told the Enterprise the school 
tried for several weeks to fi nd a way to keep the 
existing phone numbers with the new system before 
deciding to replace the numbers.

“We are expanding our phone system to put 
a phone in every classroom both for security and 

safety as well as convenience,” Noble said. “Also, 
at some point we will start using the phones for the 
bell system.”

Noble said part of the trouble with keeping the 
874 Clarendon prefi x numbers has to do with the 
Texas Department of Information Resources and 
how the school’s phone numbers are billed to the 
Region 16 Education Service Center in Amarillo and 
not directly to CCISD. 

“I have not had any luck trying to get the num-
bers ported (to the new phone system); and after sev-

eral weeks of trying, we decided to just go with new 
numbers,” Noble said.

School offi  cials were not exactly sure what day 
the change over would take place, but they are asking 
all parents, students, and community members to 
please take note of their new numbers, write them 
down for future reference, and change the contact 
information in your phones: Administration – 806-
310-7220, High School – 806-310-7901, Junior High 
School – 806-310-7655, and Elementary School – 
806-310-7760. 

DCSC planning two 
February programs

The Donley County Senior 
Citizens Center has a couple of 
programs coming up in February 
that will be of interest to seniors 
and other citizens as well.

The New Food Stamp Pro-
gram will be discussed at the 
center on February 13 at 12:30 
p.m. The Area Agency on Aging 
will present the program and 
explain what it is and how to 
apply.

Then on February 16 from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m., the center will 
present a Winter Celebration with 
friends, fun, and food.

Grown-Up Show & Tell 
will be one of the programs 
and is limited to 12 presenters. 
Everyone has a thing-a-ma-bob 
they’ve been holding on to for 
years. Bring it and share its story 
whether its funny, sentimental, or 
just pure crazy. Get on the presen-
tation list by calling Mary Green 
at 580-380-8069.

Fabulous Finger Foods and 
Chocolate Desserts will also be 
the order of the evening on Feb-
ruary 16. Enjoy a light repast of 
your favorite snacks and choco-
late desserts as you marvel and 
laugh at the little things with big 
meanings presented during the 
evening.

NEW CCISD
NUMBERS

Administration
806-310-7220

High School
806-310-7901

Junior High
806-310-7655

Elementary
806-310-7760

CCISD adopting new phone numbers

Local church welcomes new preacher

Corey Johnson has been named the new preacher at the Clarendon 
Church of Christ. He is shown here with his son Elijah, daughter 
Savannah, and wife Amy. COURTESY PHOTO

extend an invitation to the commu-
nity to join them for worship to meet 
Corey and his family and hear the 

message of the gospel he will bring 
to the community on February 19, 
2023.

Chamber banquet to have 1950s theme

CVFD responds to two fi res Saturday

The Clarendon Volunteer Fire Deparment works to put out a structure fi re Saturday night. The blaze destroyed the contents of a 
storage building, but fi remen prevented the fi re from spreading to other nearby structures.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

Jackson seeks to protect ag from foreign interference 
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THIS WEEK
2 Dr. Finck takes a historic 
look at free speech as it 
relates to modern social 
media.
4 Hedley students take a 
crack at geodes.
5 Clarendon Cheerleaders do 
well at state contest.
6 And the Broncos and Lady 
Broncos sweep Shamrock.
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s yuletide edition!

Citizens wishing to serve their commu-
nity can now sign up for positions at six local 
governments that are scheduled to hold elec-
tions this spring.

The cities of Clarendon, Hedley, and 
Howardwick; the Clarendon and Hedley 
school districts; and the Donley County Hos-
pital District all have a total of 17 positions 
available this year.

In Clarendon, the two-year terms of 
Mayor Jacob Fangman and Aldermen Terri 
Floyd and Eulaine McIntosh are up this year. 

Also on the city ballot this year, residents will 
be asked to renew the street maintenance sales 
tax. 

The City of Hedley has three aldermen’s 
positions up this year. Those are two-year 
terms and are currently held by Aldermen 
Trisha Chambless, Alicia Hanes, and Jennifer 
Floyd. 

In Howardwick the terms of Mayor Tony 
Clemishire and Aldermen Johnny Floyd and 
Jada Murray are expiring. Those are all two-
year terms. 

Clarendon ISD Trustees serve three years, 
and the terms of Kyle Davis and Chrisi Tucek 
are expiring this year.

Hedley ISD has two full three-year terms 
and one unexpired term up this year. Troy 
Monroe and Shauna Herbert currently hold the 
full-term seats, and Tangela Copelin is serving 
the unexpired term.

The Donley County Hospital District 
Board of Directors has three two-year terms 
up this year. Those are currently held by Rose 
Lemley Place 1, Jeff  Robertson – Place 2, and 

Melinda McAnear – Place 3.
All local boards are elected at-large, but 

hospital board candidates must fi le for a spe-
cifi c place on the board. Candidate applica-
tions are available from the administrative 
offi  ces of each entity. Applications for the City 
of Clarendon positions are also available at 
cityofclarendontx.com. 

Filing for these offi  ces began January 18 
and continues through Friday, February 17. 
Elections are scheduled to be held Saturday, 
May 6, 2023.

Filing now open for local elected offi ces

City focuses 
on southeast 
side for next 
street work

The Clarendon City Council 
focused attention on streets in 
the southeast part of town during 
their regular meeting January 12 
as preliminary plans were made 
for the next paving project.

City Administrator David 
Dockery said the streets priori-
tized for improvement are all east 
of State Highway 70 South and 
include Third, Fourth, Montgom-
ery, Barcus, Davis, Hartzell, and 
Wells. The city is asking OJD 
Engineering perform on cost 
analysis on those specifi c blocks 
to determine what improvements 
can be made for a maximum of 
$500,000.

Dockery said the city 
has that much money on hand 
through COVID relief funds and 
through capital improvement 
funds. 

Figuring out how to deal 
with water drainage in that area 
will be a challenge, Dockery 
said, and so engineers will start 
with a boundary and topographic 
study of the area in order to 
address signifi cant erosion issues 
on the streets in question.

The council’s discussion on 
future street improvements came 
after aldermen took no action on 
proposals for broadband infra-
structure improvements. COVID 
relief money can be spent on 
broadband improvements, but 
Dockery said the council wants 
to see what the state government 
will do about connectivity issues 
in the near future. 

Last week, the Texas Comp-
troller’s offi  ce released a map 
showing Donley County as an 
underserved area for broadband 
internet service. The map will 
reportedly help guide the state’s 
broadband development eff orts.

In other city business, the 
council reviewed applications 
from candidate for city admin-
istrator to replace Dockery, who 
plans to retire this spring. Inter-
views of potential candidates are 
scheduled for January 25 at the 
Bairfi eld Activity Center starting 
at 1 p.m.

The city also contracted 
with PRPC for future grant 
applciations

Guns up!
Clarendon High School senior J’maury Davis signed to play football for the Texas Tech University Red Raiders during last Friday in the 
Bronco Gym. Athletic Director Clint Conkin said Davis formally accepted Tech’s offer of a full ride scholarship during the Christmas 
break. Originally, Davis was going to play defense for the Red Raiders; but Conkin says after his performance with the Broncos this 
past season, Tech will likely play Davis as a running back.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

Fun in the snow
The Gatlin and Shaylie Duncan family took advantage of Tuesday’s snow to make a snow cowboy. Check out next week’s Enterprise 
for more snow fun pictures!  COURTESY PHOTO

Law enforcement offi  cials 
this week continue to investigate 
allegations of misappropriations of 
funds at the City of Hedley involv-
ing former city secretary Kim Davis 
Gossman.

The Hedley City Council met in 
closed session for about ten minutes 
last Thursday, January 19, during 
their regular meeting before accept-
ing Gossman’s resignation and 
announcing that an investigation was 
underway. The council then voted 
unanimously not to press charges 
against Gossman, but Mayor Carrie 
Butler said following the meeting 
that the council’s vote would have no 
impact on whether law enforcement 
might fi le charges.

As the investigation moved 
forward, Butler contacted the Enter-

prise Monday morning and said the 
city will in fact be pressing charges 
and also confi rmed that the investi-
gation was also focusing not just on 
Gossman’s role at City Hall but also 
at the Hedley Community Develop-
ment Corporation, the local housing 
authority.

Sheriff  Butch Blackburn could 
not comment on the case Monday 
other than to confi rm that an inves-
tigation is underway and that he 
expects formal charges to be fi led 
soon. He also confi rmed Tuesday 
that his offi  ce is seeking the assis-
tance of the Texas Rangers in inves-
tigating the case.

Following the council’s meet-
ing last Thursday night, Butler told 
the Enterprise at that time that the 
investigation was focused on payroll 

funds and contract labor funds and 
said that vacation pay was specifi -
cally being looked at. 

According to Butler, the city’s 
auditor, Foster & Lambert, had dis-
covered “discrepancies” in Goss-
man’s salary while conducting the 
city’s fi scal year 2022 audit, cover-
ing July 2021 through June 2022. 
Auditor Denise Foster notifi ed 
the mayor of the discrepancies on 
Monday, January 9. 

The council met in an emer-
gency session on January 10; and 
according to the uncertifi ed minutes 
of that meeting presented on January 
19, no action was taken in open ses-
sion. The council did meet in closed 
session for about 40 minutes to con-
sult with counsel on legal matters, 
the minutes say.

Butler told the Enterprise last 
Thursday night that Gossman had 
returned money to the city and, at 
the time the council voted not to 
press charges, she said no money 
was missing from the city. Butler 
also said at that time that she herself 
was conducting an internal audit of 
the city.

At press time, the Enterprise 
had not been able to connect with 
offi  cials over the Hedley Community 
Development Corporation for com-
ment or to confi rm if Gossman was 
still employed by that agency.

The revelations about the inves-
tigations came at the end of Hedley’s 
city meeting which began with three 
citizens speaking on several issues 
early in the agenda. Residents Nikki 
Glover, Carol Glover, and Christan 

Coyle spoke on a wide range of 
issues involving water bills, water 
meter reading, water rates, street 
maintenance, and other issues. Sev-
eral residents spoke negatively of 
Gossman, who was not present at the 
meeting. When the council initially 
voted not to press charges, the stand-
ing room only crowd erupted with 
cries of protest and anger from sev-
eral residents.

Also in Thursday’s meeting, the 
council approved removing Goss-
man as a signatory on city accounts 
and named Butler and Mayor Pro-
Tem Trisha Chambless as the two 
signatures needed for the fi rst and 
second quarters of this year. Two 
other council members will be 
named signatories for the third and 
fourth quarters. 

Rep. Jackson named 
to Ag Committee

Congressman Ronny Jack-
son (TX-13) last week released a 
statement following his appoint-
ment to serve on the House Agri-
culture Committee. 

The committee is charged 
with overseeing federal agricul-
ture policy. This year the Agri-
culture Committee will be tasked 
with passing a new farm bill, the 
most impactful legislation for 
the agriculture industry – passed 
roughly every fi ve years. The 
Committee is led by Chairman 
Glenn “G.T.” Thompson.

“Representing the largest 
agriculture district in Texas and 
one of the largest agriculture dis-
tricts in the country, my work on 
the House Agriculture Committee 
is critical for the continued suc-
cess of the farmers, ranchers, and 
producers of Texas’ Thirteenth 
Congressional District,” Jackson 
said. “I am ready to work dili-
gently with Chairman Thompson 
and my other colleagues on the 
Committee to ensure we pass an 
impactful farm bill this year. 

“I am excited to be a cham-
pion for Texas’s agriculture prior-
ities and lead the way in providing 
the resources needed for farmers 
and ranchers in my district and 
across the state to continue to 
feed and clothe the world. We 
must work to strengthen the farm 
safety net, bolster our supply 
chain, and prioritize agriculture 
as a national security issue to 
help create a vibrant and produc-
tive rural economy.”

Thompson said the House 
Committee on Agriculture will 
hit the ground running in the 
118th Congress to address the 
many headwinds facing farm 
families and rural America. 

“Rep. Jackson’s perspec-
tive will be invaluable this Con-
gress and I know he will be a 
fi erce advocate for West Texas,” 
Thompson said.

Local man arrested 
in Amarillo sting

On Thursday, January 19, 
the Texas Department of Public 
Safety (DPS), along with the 
Amarillo Police Department 
(APD) and Homeland Security 
Investigations (HSI), conducted 
a joint operation to combat 
human traffi  cking by identifying 
and apprehending suspects who 
were soliciting prostitution. 

The DPS reports that as a 
result of the collaborative eff ort, 
the following individuals were 
arrested, transported to the Ran-
dall County Jail, and charged 
with solicitation of prostitution: 
Mohamed Sharaf, 31, of Amarillo 
Travis Brollier, 37, of Clarendon; 
Steven Shaw, 38, of Borger; Tilar 
Holloway, 26, of Pittsburg; and 
Dusty Smith, 37, of Amarillo.

Solicitation of prostitution, 
a state jail felony, involves an 
individual off ering or agreeing 
to pay a fee to another person to 
engage in sexual conduct.

Hedley secretary resigns amid investigation
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CJH student facing charges after assault

Candidates continue to sign 
up for local offi  ces as the deadline 
to sign up approaches this Friday, 
February 17.

Howardwick Mayor Tony 
Clemishire and Aldermen Johnny 
Floyd and Jada Murray are all run-
ning again. 

Hedley incumbent Aldermen 
Trisha Chambless, Alicia Hanes, 
and Jennifer Floyd have also fi led 
paperwork to seek reelection.

Clarendon Mayor Jacob Fang-
man and Alderman Eulaine McIn-
tosh have fi led for re-election. 
Alderman Terri Floyd had not fi led 
at press time but told the Enterprise 
she will be a candidate for re-elec-
tion.

At Clarendon ISD, incumbent 
Chrisi Tucek and challenger Mike 
Word have fi led to run for the two 
open spots on the Board of Trust-

ees.
Rose Lemley, Jeff  Robertson, 

and Melinda McAnear has fi led to 
run again for their Place 1, 2, and 
3 positions on the Donley County 
Hospital District Board of Direc-
tors.

Hedley ISD has two full three-
year terms and one unexpired term 
up this year, and incumbents Troy 
Monroe and Shauna Herbert have 
fi led for reelection to her full term.

All local boards are elected at-
large, but hospital board candidates 
must fi le for a specifi c place on the 
board. Candidate applications are 
available from the administrative 
offi  ces of each entity. Applications 
for the City of Clarendon positions 
are also available at cityofclaren-
dontx.com. 

Elections are scheduled to be 
held Saturday, May 6, 2023.

Chamber banquet 
tickets still on sale

Tickets are still on sale for 
the Chamber of Commerce’s Sock 
Hop awards banquet, which will 
be held Thursday, February 23, at 
the Bairfi eld Activity Center.

The 1950s-themed event 
will recognize several outstand-
ing citizens in Donley County. 
The evening will begin at 6 p.m. 
with hors d’oeuvres and hospital-
ity including the annual Chamber 
silent auction and gift box pull. 
The banquet, entertainment, and 
awards will follow at 7 p.m.

Tickets are $25 per person 
and must be purchased in advance 
at the Visitor Center. For more 
information, contact the Visitor 
Center at 874-2421.

The Clarendon City Council 
released two candidates from its 
search for the next city administra-
tor during last Thursday’s council 
meeting.

Brian Barboza – City Admin-
istrator at Knox City and Vance 
Lipsey – former Town Manager 
at Lake City, Colorado, were both 
personally interviewed by the coun-
cil February 2 but have now been 
removed from consideration.

That leaves Fred Ventresco – 

Town Administrator at Pine Tops, 
North Carolina, as the last remain-
ing candidate, but city offi  cials say 
he has not been named as a fi nalist 
for the job. Instead, the council last 
week approved up to $500 in travel 
and accommodation expenses for 
Ventresco to visit Clarendon later 
this month for a face to face meet-
ing. 

Aldermen conducted a virtual 
interview with Ventresco on Janu-
ary 26.

In other city business last 
week, the council approved a reso-
lutions calling for an election on 
May 6 to elect the mayor and two 
aldermen and also to reauthorize 
the one-quarter percent sales tax 
for street maintenance and repairs. 
A resolution was also approved to 
have the city election conducted by 
the Donley County Clerk’s offi  ce in 
conjunction with the hospital dis-
trict and the school district.

A PanComm radio tower lease 

agreement for emergency commu-
nications was approved.

The council accepted the low 
bid of $406,924 for a CDBG grant 
project to replace a sewer lift sta-
tion. 

The fi gure is over budget, how-
ever, so offi  cials will value engineer 
the project to get it back into budget.

The city also renewed its 
agreement with the City of Pampa 
as an alternate location for animal 
control services.

Conkin taking 
AD position 
at Slaton ISD

Athletic Director Clint Conkin 
is leaving Clarendon CISD after six 
years to take a job in Slaton.

“I got a job off er I couldn’t turn 
down,” Conkin told the Enterprise 
Tuesday. “I’ve accepted the position 
of athletic director and head football 
coach.”

C o n k i n 
said he hates 
to leave 
Clarendon but 
the new posi-
tion is a at a 
bigger school 
with more 
money and 
will help him 
as he prepares 
for retirement.

“I’m getting older,” he said 
laughing.

Leaving is diffi  cult, the coach 
said, after all the relationships that 
have been built with the community, 
parents, and especially the kids.

“You watch them grow up, and 
they become almost part of your 
family,” he said.

Conkin’s wife, head girls bas-
ketball coach Korey Conkin, will 
stay in Clarendon for another year, 
he said, as the couple’s oldest daugh-
ter will be a senior next year and 
wants to fi nish at Clarendon High 
School.

Slaton wanted to Conkin to 
start next week, but he’s promised 
Clarendon offi  cials that he will be 
sticking around and going back and 
forth through basketball season.

“I’m going to do what I can to 
help them get a new person in here 
and not leave them in a bind,” he 
said. “There’s a lot of work to do 
scheduling gyms and things (during 
playoff s).”

Clarendon Superintendent 
Jarod Bellar said he sorry to see 
Conkin leave but he understands.

“I really hate to see him go,” 
Bellar said. “I’ve enjoyed working 
with him, but that’s just the nature 
of the business. We’re going to miss 
him for sure. He’s done a great job.”

Bellar said Conkin helped him 
get the athletic director’s position 
posted on online sites and said he 
has already began receiving interest 
from potential applicants. 

A Clarendon Junior High stu-
dent will face charges after being 
accused of attacking another student 
in a bathroom at the school last week, 
leaving the victim with a broken jaw.

Other students are also expected 
to face charges in connection to the 
case as offi  cials believe the boy was 
lured into the bathroom for the pur-
pose of being attacked.

The attack, which was videoed 
and subsequently shared on social 
media Friday, sparked outrage from 
the community. The video shows the 

victim, confi rmed by offi  cials to be 
13 years old, apparently unexpect-
edly assaulted in the junior high 
boys’ restroom by being struck in the 
face and knocked to the ground. 

County Attorney Landon Lam-
bert said his offi  ce learned about the 
incident Friday afternoon and said 
the Donley County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
did a great job securing witness 
statements and preparing the report, 
and the youth appeared before 
County Judge John Howard Monday 
for a hearing.

Lambert said his offi  ce was 
seeking juvenile detention for the 
14-year-old suspect for a period of 
ten-business days during which time 
authorities could better evaluate the 
case. The judge did not grant the 
county attorney’s request and instead 
released the youth into the care of his 
mother with a requirement that he 
have 24-hour supervision, Lambert 
said.

The court action led to more 
anger on social media as some felt 
the youth was not being punished, 

but Lambert says that is not the case.
“This is just the beginning,” 

Lambert said. “It is absolutely not 
the end; this was just the fi rst step. If 
he does anything else we can detain 
him. He should not be in public with-
out his parent.”

Lambert said it’s important for 
people to understand that the juve-
nile justice system is set up to be 
rehabilitative more than punitive, but 
he said the young man “is absolutely 
facing charges.”

The county attorney also said 

three to fi ve other youth are believed 
to have been involved with the 
attack.

“It was a complete setup,” Lam-
bert said, noting that parents and the 
public need to be aware of “the law 
of parties” in Texas.

“Any person who helps set up 
a victim is just as culpable as the 
person who attacks the person,” 
Lambert said. “Every kid that had 
any part of this will feel something 
from the county attorney’s offi  ce. I 

Bi-District Champions
The Clarendon Lady Broncos defeated the Sunray girls Monday night at Tascosa High School to claim the Bi-District Championship. 
The girls will face Panhandle February 16 at 6 p.m. in Pampa to play for the Area title. Watch for game updates on Facebook.com/
TheEnterprise and ClarendonLive.com. Top photo: Baylee Gabel drives to the goal Monday night. ENTERPRISE PHOTOS / ROGER ESTLACK

Super winner
Enterprise Offi ce Director Tara Allred (left) presents Heidi Phelps with gift certifi cates for $1,200 
worth of prizes she won during the newspaper’s Pigskin Predictions contest Monday. Phelps was 
one of fi ve entries to correctly predict fi ve out of six of the answers correctly, and her name was then 
drawn from those during a Facebook Live event at the Mulkey Theatre.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

City sales tax hits 
new February high

Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
Distributes $1.3 Billion in 
Monthly Sales Tax Revenue to 
Local Governments

Clarendon bucked a two-
month decline in sales tax rev-
enues and set a new record when 
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
delivered February allocations 
last week.

The city brought in 
$52,610.48 for the month, an 
increase of 7.02 percent over 
the same period in 2021 and an 
all-time high for February sales 
tax revenue. Clarendon now has 
received $90,252.04 for the calen-
dar year to date, up 3.23 percent 
compared to one year ago.

Hedley’s sales tax rev-
enue increased 55.39 percent to 
$1,836.40 for the month. Hed-
ley’s year-to-date total is now 
$2,660.97, up 33.81 percent.

Howardwick was also up 
with an allocation of $2,142.63 
for February, up 22.98 percent 
and pushing that city’s year-to-
date fi gure up 19.54 percent from 
a year ago at $3,355.04.

Statewide, Hegar sent $1.3 
billion in local sales tax alloca-
tions for February, 9.3 percent 
more than in February 2022. 

These allocations are based 
on sales made in December 
by businesses that report tax 
monthly; October, November 
and December sales by quarterly 
fi lers; and 2022 sales by busi-
nesses that report tax annually.

Motor vehicle offi ce 
adopts new hours

The Donley County Tax 
Assessor-Collector’s motor 
vehicle offi  ce will implement 
new temporary offi  ce hours start-
ing next week. Eff ective Tues-
day, February 21, the offi  ce will 
be open Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday from 8 a.m. to noon 
and 1:00 to 4:45 and Thursday 
and Friday from 8 a.m. to noon. 

The new hours will help 
accommodate an employee’s 
recovery from surgery, and regu-
lar offi  ce hours will be resumed in 
the near future. 

Conkin

City releases two administrator candidates

Filing deadline Friday

See ‘Assault’ on page 4.
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Lions Jones 5K 
to be Saturday

The 11th annual Chance Mark 
Jones Roar & Run 5K will be held Sat-
urday, April 1, at the Donley County 
Courthouse.

The Clarendon Lions Club is host-
ing the event again in memory of the 
late Chance Mark Jones to raise aware-
ness of Child Abuse. Jones passed away 
in January 2011 as a result of abuse.

Those interested in running or 
walking the 5K are encouraged to sign 
up. A “sleep-in” option is also avail-
able for those who want to support the 
cause. Registrations are $30 each.

The year’s 5K will again start 
and end at the Courthouse and will run 
through the city, around Prospect Park, 
which is the home of the Lions’ Chance 
Mark Jones Memorial Playground, and 
past several historic sites. The race will 
begin at 8:30 a.m.

Race registrations are available at 
the Clarendon Visitor Center.

Proceeds will go towards the many 
charitable activities of the Clarendon 
Lions Club, which includes eyeglasses 
for local school kids, Christmas food 
baskets, hosting the local offi  ce of The 
Bridge – Children’s Advocacy Center, 
local scholarships, and monetary sup-
port for other local charities.

Funds being raised 
for local fi rst grader

Clarendon fi rst grader Jazlyn 
Velazquez is scheduled to have 
heart surgery in Denver on April 
6, and the Pony Parents organiza-
tion is accepting donations on her 
family’s behalf. 

She is expected to be in the 
hospital for at least two weeks.

Donations can be given to 
any elementary teacher, at the ele-
mentary offi  ce, or through Venmo 
@PonyParents using Jazlyn’s 
name or a heart emoji in the note. 
The Pony Parents ask that dona-
tions be made by this Friday.

Alliance plans Palm 
Sunday services

The Donley County Minis-
terial Alliance will hold a com-
munity Palm Sunday service 
on April 2 at 6 p.m. at Commu-
nity Fellowship Church with 
Clarendon First United Method-
ist Pastor Ryan Quist delivering 
the message.

Mulkey Game Night 
to be held March 30

The Mulkey Theatre will 
have fun for all ages next Thurs-
day, March 30, during its fi rst 
Family Game Night.

Starting at 6 p.m., multiple 
games of fi ve diff erent genres will 
be held for those in attendance. 
Gift certifi cates from local busi-
nesses will be given as prizes. 

Admission to the Game 
Night will be just $5 for all ages, 
and the concession stand will be 
serving Frito Pies and nachos in 
addition the regular menu. 

CVFD, EMS to hold 
fundraiser April 1

The Clarendon Volunteer 
Fire Department and the Associ-
ated Ambulance Authority EMS 
will be holding a breakfast and 
lunch fundraiser Saturday, April 
1, from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Breakfast until 10 a.m. will 
feature pancakes and burritos; and 
lunch starting at 11 a.m. will be 
hamburgers and French fries. 

The event will be held at 
the Clarendon Fire Hall at 112 
S. Sully, and take-out or dine-in 
options will both be available.

Students, faculty, and staff  from 
all Clarendon College campuses par-
ticipated in the second annual “Bull-
dogs in Service” day to benefi t their 
local communities last Wednesday, 
March 22.

A total of 288 CC students, 
faculty, and staff  participated in sev-
eral community service eff orts. The 
community service eff ort began last 
March but was limited only to the 
Clarendon area. This year, the eff ort 
was expanded to include Amarillo, 
Childress, Pampa, and Clarendon.

In Clarendon, participants par-
took in the following eff orts: Adopt-
a-Highway along the north portion of 
State Highway 70; Campus cleanup; 
Cleanup along the railroad tracks; 

Made blankets to donate to mul-
tiple organizations; Assisted with 
the Donley County Senior Citizens 
Center; Prepared old and worn 
American fl ags for proper retirement 
at the Clarendon Lions Hall; Land-
scaping and cleaning at the Saints’ 
Roost Museum; and Sidewalk chalk 
art at Clarendon ISD.

In Amarillo, cosmetology stu-
dents and faculty volunteered at 
Sharing Hope Ministry. In Chil-
dress, participants helped clean up 
around the Childress Center and in 
the downtown area. In Pampa, par-
ticipants helped clean up around the 
Pampa Center, clean up at the Fair-
view Cemetery, and also assisted at 
the White Deer Land Museum.

Clarendon High School won 
the UIL 2-2A District Champion-
ship during academic competi-
tions last Wednesday, March 22, at 
Clarendon College.

CHS students earned 400 
points and had 70 points above the 
next closest team.

Clarendon High has 17 stu-
dents moving on to regionals on 
April 21 on the campus of West 
Texas A&M University to try to 
earn a spot in the state competition.

All three ready writers got 

the day started and earned spots in 
the top six fi nishers. Laney Gates 
received 1st place, Catherine Word 
received 2nd place, and Millie 
McAnear received 5th place. Gates 
and Word earned regional spots. 

Britton Cottrell placed 2nd in 
Number Sense while Ben Estlack 
placed 6th. 

The Calculator Application 
team did not have anyone placed in 
the top six positions, but they did 
come out as the second place team. 
Members included Jacob Murrillo, 

Ethan Warren, Gracie Ellis, and 
Berkley Moore. 

Copy Editing got the journal-
ism contest started. Avery Halsey 
got 1st place, Maloree Wann got 
2nd, and C. Word got 5th place. 
Halsey and Wann earned regional 
spots. Davin Mays earned a 1st 
place fi nish in Features Writing and 
is regional bound while Makenna 
Shadle earned a 4th place fi nish in 
Headline Writing.

The Accounting team secured 
their way to a 1st Place fi nish and 

advances to regionals. Members 
received the following places 
respectively: Koltyn Shields 2nd 
place, Easton 3rd place, Aiden 
Word 4th, and Bryce Williams 
5th place. Other members were 
Murillo and Cory Johnsen.

The Science team also earned 
their way to a 1st place fi nish and 
advances to regionals. Members 
of the team fi nished in the top six 
places. Toby Leeper received 1st, 
Estlack received 2nd, Jade Cottrell 

Bains resigns 
from Hedley as 
superintendent

Hedley School Superintendent 
Garrett Bains is stepping down from 
his position and leaving education alto-
gether. 

The Hedley CISD Board of Trust-
ees accepted Bains’ resignation at their 
regular meeting last Monday, March 
20, as he looks to pursue a diff erent 
fi eld.

“It’s time to try something else,” 
Bains told the Enterprise.

Bains said he’s leaving on good 
terms and that things are great at 
Hedley, calling the school a “paradise” 
compared to other schools. He said it 
was just time for his family to make a 
change.

Bains’ wife Tamara is a teacher at 
the school and will be leaving her post 
as well, he said.

The school board will bring an 
interim superintendent on board in 
April and then begin the search for a 
new fulltime superintendent following 
that, Bains said.

Bains started at Hedley CISD 11 
years ago and has served as superinten-
dent for the past four years.

Aaron Wampler was confi rmed 
as Clarendon CISD’s new athletic 
director and head football coach 
when the CCISD Board of Trustees 
met in called session Monday morn-
ing.

According to Clarendon Super-
intendent Jarod Bellar, Wampler is 
the current head football coach at 
Boys Ranch.

“He is a rising star who gets 
the most out of his student athletes,” 
Bellar said. “I’m excited. He under-

stands a program starts in junior high 
and that you have to start there. He 
wants to make kids good citizens and 
good athletes.”

Wampler visited Clarendon 
several days prior to Monday’s board 
meeting and has toured the commu-
nity and the school facilities and is 
ready to get to work.

“I’m looking forward to getting 
there next week, meeting everyone, 
and getting started,” Wampler told 
the ENTERPRISE.

Clarendon’s reputation and the 
opportunity to move up in his career 
drew Wampler to CCISD.

“I was attracted to the chance 
to be an athletic director and by the 
success Clarendon has had,” he said. 
“It was a good opportunity career-
wise and a good chance to win some 
football games.”

After six years of coaching at 
Caprock High School, Wampler has 
spent the last three years as the head 
football coach at Boys Ranch and 

was also head baseball coach this 
year.

Wampler and his wife, Katie, 
just welcomed their second son on 
March 13. Their fi rst son is two years 
old.

Wampler is originally from 
Lubbock graduated from Frenship 
High School. He played football for 
West Texas A&M University under 
coach Don Carthel from 2008-2012 
and earned his master’s degree from 
WTAMU in 2013.

“I really 
think his 
ceiling for 
creating and 
maintaining 
a success-
ful program 
is limitless,” 
Bellar said. 
“ E v e r y o n e 
speaks of the 
hard work, discipline, and integrity 
within his program.”

Wampler

CCISD Trustees confi rm Wampler as new AD

“We appreciate all the commu-
nities we service,” CC President Tex 
Buckhaults said. “The communities 
in Clarendon, Amarillo, Childress, 

and Pampa consistently support 
Clarendon College and its students, 
and it’s only right that we give some-
thing in return. My hope is that stu-

dents will take what they learned 
here about community service and 
join community service eff orts in 
their hometowns as well.”

Clarendon College students and faculty worked with members of the Lions Club last week to pre-
pare US fl ags for retirement as part of CC’s annual Bulldogs in Service day.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

CC holds service day

CHS wins District UIL Championship

CC to host judging 
contest Saturday

The Clarendon College 
Invitational Judging Contest will 
attract a huge crowd and likely 
double the population of the town 
this Saturday.

As of Tuesday, more than 
2,470 contestants were registered 
for the event. 

The biggest single event for 
the city, the contest more than 
doubles Clarendon’s population 
for a day each year. According to 
the 2020 US Census, Clarendon’s 
population is less than 2,000. 

The contest attracts around 
high school FFA students and 4-H 
students from around Texas and 
nearby states. 

In Style
Clarendon High School seniors gather on the steps of the 1890 Donley County Courthouse before the annual promenade before 
the Junior-Senior Prom last Saturday evening.  COURTESY PHOTO / MEGHAN GRIBBLE

See ‘CHS UIL’ on page 4.
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THIS WEEK
3 Check out the scenes 
from the annual Chamber 
banquet.
4 A longtime Donley County 
State Bank employee retires.
5 Hedley students work on 
science lab projects.
8 And the CC Men’s Rodeo 
Team starts the semester 
with a win in Odessa.
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s yuletide edition!

Tree sales underway
The Donley County Soil & 

Water Conservation District is 
taking orders for is spring tree 
sales now through March 25.

A variety of shrubs, trees, 
and ornamental grasses are being 
off ered. Order forms are available 
at the USDA offi  ces at Fourth and 
Sully. Those interested may stop 
by or call Mona at 806-874-3561 
or 817-648-8351.

Federal disaster aid 
now available here

Agriculture producers in 
Donley County may be eligible 
for federal disaster emergency 
loans following a designation 
announced last week.

Emergency loans can be used 
to meet various recovery needs 
including the replacement of 
essential items such as equipment 
or livestock, reorganization of a 
farming operation or the refi nance 
of certain debts. 

Ninety-two counties are eli-
gible due to excessive heat that 
occurred from May 1 through 
September 30, 2022, including 
Armstrong, Briscoe, Carson, 
Gray, and Childress. Donley and 
Hall counties are eligible as des-
ignated contiguous counties. 

The application deadline 
is September 13, 2023. To fi le a 
Notice of Loss or to ask questions 
about available programs, contact 
the local USDA Service Center.

CC spring 
enrollment 
down 7.4%

Clarendon College’s spring 
enrollment is down 7.4 percent 
compared to a year ago.

Following the census date after 
the fi rst 12 days of spring classes, 
CC was down 99 students total with 
a student headcount of 1,237 in all 
locations compared to 1,336 in 2022.

CC President Tex Buckhaults 
said the college expected numbers 
to be off  when fall enrollment was 
down, noting that spring numbers 
are typically lower than the fall 
headcount.

The Clarendon campus is down 
13.5 percent at 39 students at 249, 
which is above 2021’s enrollment of 
249 but not as high as last year’s 288.

Pampa is down 32.8 percent 
at 86 students compared to 128 last 
spring.

Distance education – students 
taking strictly online classes – fell 
from 145 last spring to 127 this 
spring, but dual credit enrollment 
– students taking college classes 
through area high schools – was up 
18 students at 587.

The Childress Center was 
down by four students at 33, and the 
Amarillo Center stayed even with 55 
cosmetology students.

Classes taught in area 
corrections institutions fell by 56 
students.

Total contact hours for 
Clarendon College for the spring 
2023 semester show an overall 
decrease of 8.3 percent at 257,808 
compared to spring 2022. Contact 
hours are the basis for state funding 
for CC.

Last year’s spring enrollment 
was up 4.46 percent with CC 
reporting 1,336 students compared 
to a total headcount of 1,279 in 2021 
following the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Before the pandemic, CC’s 2020 
spring enrollment was 1,441. 

The Clarendon Chamber 
of Commerce recognized Janet 
Carter with the 2022 Saints’ Roost 
Award for her lifetime of service 
and commitment to the community 
during the annual Chamber Awards 
Banquet last Thursday, February 23.

Man of the Year honors 
went to Keith Floyd, and Anndria 
Newhouse was named the Woman 
of the Year. 

Mike’s Pharmacy was named 
the Business of the Year, and, in a 
new category, the Donley County 
Courthouse Lighting Committee 
was named the Volunteer 
Organization of the Year.

The Saints’ Roost Award is the 
highest honor given annually by the 
Chamber to recognize a lifetime 
of volunteering and community 
service. 

Carter was recognized for a 
lifetime of passionate service to 
the kids of our community. She 
and her late husband, Steve Carter, 
started working with Ted Shaller’s 
children’s ministry at the Methodist 
Church more than 20 years ago 
before eventually founding Christ 
Kids Ministry and dedicated 
themselves to helping kids in need. 
Together than ran the summer food 
program, delivering 100 or more 
meals to children in Clarendon fi ve 
days a week. Over time, she helped 
the ministry as it established the 
fi rst community free Thanksgiving 
lunch in 2008 and started the 
Christmas Angel Tree project. She 

was also active with her husband 
in supporting Troop 433 of the 
Boy Scouts of America. After her 
husband passed away in 2019, she 
has continued to lead the ministry, 
which served 90 lunches fi ve days 
a week last summer and helped 85 
kids on the Angel Tree

The Man of the Year for 
2022 was Keith Floyd, who has 
volunteered for many causes, 
including Little Dribblers, Cub 
Scouts, the Chamber Kids Parade, 
the Bread of Life food ministry, 
and the senior citizens center. He’s 
also a loyal volunteer for the Christ 
Kids, which led to his involvement 
with the annual community 
Thanksgiving lunch. This past year, 
when it looked like that service 
might not happen, he stepped up 
and helped ensure it continued. He 
also led the start of a new tradition 
– a Christmas Eve lunch for the 
community.  

Anndria Newhouse was 
named Woman of the Year for 
working tirelessly to help with 
many activities throughout the 
community. In addition to being a 
faithful helper in her church, she 
delivers Meals on Wheels, helps at 
the senior center, helped organize 
the Senior Thang fundraiser, and 
leads service projects with the 
Lions Club.  This past year, in 
her role as president of the Pony 
Parents organization, she saw a 
need and led fundraising eff orts that 
have culminated in the upcoming 

construction of a new playground 
that will serve our elementary 
children with hours of outdoor fun.

The Chamber of Commerce 
named Mike’s Pharmacy as the 
Business of the Year. Mike’s has 
been serving Donley County 
for 44 years after being founded 
by Mike Butts inside Gibson’s 
Discount Store before eventually 
moving across the highway to its 
present location in the mid-1980s. 
Following Mike’s retirement in 
2013, Clarendon native Mark Land 
purchased the business, kept the 
name, and hired Brandon Frausto as 
the chief pharmacist.  In 2022, the 
community faced a challenge when 
the Outpost Pharmacy closed after 
40 plus years in business. Brandon 
and his team worked hard and 

made the transition very smooth 
and simple for Outpost customers 
to transfer their accounts and 
prescriptions to Mike’s Pharmacy, 
going above and beyond to serve 
their new customers with ease, 
caring, and friendliness. 

The new Volunteer Organiza-
tion of the Year was presented to the 
Donley County Courthouse Light-
ing Committee. For nine years this 
group has taken time out of their 
weekends to labor on the Court-
house lawn and decorate it for 
Christmas. Each year requires many 
hours of work, but the work pays off  
on Thanksgiving weekend when the 
1890 Courthouse grounds is lit with 
thousands of lights and the com-
munity gathers to sing carols and 

City okays 
CEDC deal 
to bring in 
restaurant

The Clarendon City Council 
met in called session last Wednes-
day, February 22, to consider engi-
neering fi rms for upcoming projects 
and to consider an economic devel-
opment agreement for a new down-
town restaurant.

Aldermen scored High 
Plains Engineering as the highest 
ranking fi rm to handle the city’s 
next proposed CDBG grant for 
water and wastewater systems 
improvement. City offi  cials also 
selected OJD Engineering as the 
highest ranking fi rm for the second 
phase of Downtown Revitalization 
improvements. 

The selection of engineering 
fi rms is part of the process in 
applying for grants to fund those 
projects.

City aldermen also discussed the 
Clarendon Economic Development 
Corporation’s proposed agreement 
with Ricardo Santillan to open a 
second location of his Guymon, 
Okla., based REFZ Sports Bar & 
Grill to CEDC owned property at US 
287 and Kearney Street in the former 
Clarendon Steakhouse building. 

CEDC Vice President Taylor 
Shelton answered questions about 
the agreement, and the council gave 
its unanimous approval, clearing 
the way for Santillan to take 
possession of the property and begin 
renovations. 

Santillan plans to have REFZ 
open for business here this October.

Attracting a new downtown 
restaurant has been a priority of the 
CEDC Board of Directors for several 
years.

A Donley County jury 
convicted Darren Ray Gunnels for 
the third-degree felony off ense of 
evading arrest in a motor vehicle 
in last Wednesday, February 22, in 
district court.

After hearing that the State 
fi led a notice of enhancement in 
the punishment phase to increase 
the punishment to a second 
degree felony, the jury sentenced 
Gunnels to 20 years, the maximum 
available punishment, in the Texas 
Department of Justice, Institutional 
Division. 

District Attorney Luke Inman, 
along with Assistant District 
Attorney Harley Caudle, prosecuted 
the case for the State of Texas, with 
the Honorable Judge Stuart Messer 
presiding.

Gunnels, 45 from Clarendon, 
was arrested by Donley County 
Sheriff ’s Deputy Wesley 
Christopher on August 12, 2022. 
Gunnels was originally indicted on 
October 3, 2022, for three felony 

counts. 
“Gunnels has been a degenerate 

burden on our community for 25 
years,” said Caudle.  “This is his 
ninth felony conviction and will 
be his fourth trip to prison. I can 
only hope that the Texas Board of 
Pardons and Paroles will keep him 
locked up for the full 20 years this 
time, because we don’t want him 
back.”

The State called three witnesses 
in its case in chief, including Donley 
County Sheriff  Butch Blackburn 
and Deputy Wesley Christopher.  

Christopher testifi ed to the 
Gunnels’ vehicle pursuit and 
Gunnels jumping from the vehicle 
illegally parked in the middle of the 
road through the passenger window.

Christopher said there were 
multiple turns and blown stop signs 
while Gunnels was accelerating 
away from his unit, according to 
testimony.

“Our unsuspecting children are 
not looking both ways across the 

street every 
time like we 
would hope 
for, looking 
for vehicles 
t a k i n g 
erratic turns 
and speeding 
d o w n 
res ident ia l 
s t r e e t s , ” 
said Inman.  “This defendant’s 
actions were just as dangerous as 
the perpetrators that drive over 100 
miles per hour down 287.  They 
all have to be stopped and arrested 
before they injure our loved ones.”

Blackburn informed the jury 
that, contrary to Gunnels’ assertion 
at the time of his arrest, the syringe 
found in Gunnels pocket was not for 
the treatment of a medical condition 
such as diabetes.

“I can’t even count the number 
of times a defendant has claimed 
he is a diabetic in hopes that would 
explain away his possession of a 

syringe,” said Caudle.  “I guess 
methamphetamine degrades 
critical-thinking ability so much 
that the subject actually thinks law 
enforcement will believe it.”     

After all the evidence, Gunnels 
was convicted of the evading 
off ense and acquitted on two other 
charges before the evading took 
place. 

Juries get to hear the testimony 
and see the evidence presented at 
trial and make an informed decision 
from there, according to Inman.

“We appreciate all of [the 
jury’s] hard work and attention 
during the trial,” said Inman.  “When 
we get the same type of punishment 
we are asking for in these evading 
cases from a jury it makes us and 
law enforcement feel like we are 
looking out for everyone’s best 
interest.”

The enhanced second-
degree felony, which Gunnels was 
convicted for, had a maximum of 
20 years.

FBC Hedley Hosts 
Annual Banquet

The First Baptist Church of 
Hedley will host its annual Senior 
Citizens’ Honor Banquet on 
Tuesday, March 7, at 6:00 p.m. All 
area senior citizens are welcome 
to attend. Come for a great meal 
and great fellowship together. It’s 
all free and only your presence is 
needed to make it a great evening.

Jury fi nds local man guilty of evading

Carter earns top Chamber honor
Floyd, Newhouse are Man, Woman of 2022

The Jackie Haney Band - Geezers Gone Wild - provide entertainment 
for the Chamber Banquet last Thursday night with guest drummer 
Michael Newhouse sitting in for one song. ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ASHLEE ESTLACK

Chamber Award winners last Thursday were Brandon Frausto for Business of the Year Mike’s Pharmacy, Clarendon Young Man of 
the Year Tyler Harper, Clarendon Young Woman of the Year Makenna Shadle, Hedley Young Man of the Year Josh Booth, Woman 
of the Year Anndria Newhouse, Hedley Young Woman of the Year Savannah Trent, Saints’ Roost Award Janet Carter (accepted by 
Linde Shadle), Denise Bertrand for the Volunteer Organization of the Year - The Courthouse Lighting Committee, and Man of the 
Year Keith Floyd (accepted by Bertrand).  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

See ‘Chamber’ on page 8.

Gunnels

High winds hit area 
Sunday afternoon

High winds buff eted the 
Panhandle and South Plains 
Sunday afternoon and evening 
accompanied by some brief rain 
showers and a lot of blowing dirt.

Conditions for most of 
the evening appeared ripe for 
tornadoes but none materialized 
in Donley County. Much of the 
area lost power for about four 
hours however.

Clarendon received a wind 
gust of 79 mph at about 6:30 
p.m., one of the fi ve highest in the 
nation that day. Not to be outdone, 
a few miles down US 287, 
Memphis clocked a gust at 114 
mph, the equivalent of a Category 
3 hurricane.

Baseball sign-ups 
open March 1, 2

The Clarendon Baseball 
League will be holding sign-ups 
for baseball players and softball 
players age nine to 16. Wednesday 
& Thursday, March 1 and March 
2, at the Bronco Gym from 4:00 
to 6:00 p.m. $50 due at sign up.
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THIS WEEK
2 Texans should defend free 
speech from a bad bill in the 
Legislature.
3 Donley County 4-H teams 
do well at the district contest.
6 The Broncos beat Welling-
ton, 11-2.
8 And Clarendon city offi cials 
attend a quarterly TML 
meeting.
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s awesome edition!

Christ’s Kids taking 
donations for meals

The Christ’s Kids Ministry is 
accepting donations to help fund 
its summer meal program, which 
provides lunches for local kids 
fi ve days a week. Those interested 
in helping with this expense can 
call Ted Shaller at 806-277-0562.

Baseball sign-ups 
to be this week

The Clarendon Baseball 
Association will hold sign-ups 
for T-ball and coach pitch this 
Wednesday & Thursday, April 26 
and April 27, from 4 to 6 p.m. at 
the Bronco Gym.

T-ball players must be ages 5 
(must be 5 by May 1)  and 6 and 
coach pitch players must be ages 
7 and 8.

Early voting 
underway in 
3 elections

Early voting began April 24 and 
will continue through Tuesday, May 
2, for the cities of Clarendon and 
Hedley and for Clarendon CISD.

CCISD voters will select two 
school board members from three 
candidates – Mike Word and Ginnie 
Siefkas and incumbent Chrisi Tucek.

Clarendon will vote on reautho-
rizing the one-quarter cent sales tax 
for street maintenance, which raises 
about $60,000 per year for streets 
but must be renewed periodically by 
voters. The ballot also includes the 
unopposed candidacies of Mayor 
Jacob Fangman and Aldermen Terri 
Floyd and Eulaine McIntosh. 

Hedley has six candidates for 
three positions on the city coun-
cil - incumbents Trisha Chambless, 
Alicia Hanes, and Jennifer Floyd and 
challengers Christine Coyle, Calvin 
Holland, and Tanya White Gibson

Polling for the City of 
Clarendon and CCISD is in the 
Donley County Courthouse Annex 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and 
Hedley voters cast ballots at Hedley 
City Hall from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Election Day will be May 6.

Future Kindergarten 
kids can visit school

Clarendon Elementary will 
be holding Future Kindergar-
ten Visitation on Thursday, May 
11th, from 10-11:30 a.m. Future 
students will visit the classroom 
and be served a free lunch. If you 
know of a child who will be 5 by 
September 1, 2023, please call 
the Elementary Offi  ce (806-310-
7760) with their name, phone 
number, and mailing address.

The Clarendon College Men’s 
rodeo team emerged as the second-
place team in the Southwest Region 
by a mere 36.67 points once the dust 
had settled this past weekend in Ste-
phenville’s Lone Star Arena after a 
hard-fought battle.  

The top two teams as well as the 
top three individuals in each event in 
the fi nal standings will advance on to 
the College National Finals Rodeo. 

The Bulldogs were edged out 
by Western Texas College and fol-
lowed by Tarleton State University 
and Texas Tech University in the 
third and fourth spots.  

In the bareback riding, Sam 
Petersen won the event by winning 
fi rst in the long round with an 83.5 
ride and third in the short round with 
his 80-point ride.  Weston Patterson 
placed fi fth in the long round with 
76 points but drew a rank one in the 
short round and failed to make the 

eight second whistle while Boyce 
Kraut fi nished fi fth in the average 
with his 70- and 54-point rides.  

Petersen held on to his number 
one spot in the standings to earn the 
Southwest Region Bareback Cham-
pion title.  

Dylan Hancock brought home 
the Southwest Region Saddle Bronc 
Champion title while Slade Keith 
fi nished the year in third place.  Han-

cock won second in the long round 
with an 80-point ride and was third 
in both the short round and the aver-
age with his 79.5-point ride.  Talon 
Elshere was fourth in the average 
with his 77 and 78.5 rides while 
Slade Keith fi nished fi fth in the aver-
age with 77.5- and 75-point rides.  

Cauy Masters also made it back 
to the short round with his 76 point 

needs of Donley County and the 
surrounding area is the utmost con-
cern.

“I understand the clinic’s place, 
and I understand people’s desire 
not to have to go to the city to see a 
doctor,” Pratt said. “I get it. We’re 
all West Texas people, and I’m a 
small-town guy.”

Pratt will continue to live in 
Childress with his family. He and 
his wife, Eileen, were high school 
sweethearts, and she is a nurse for 
Childress Home Health. Together 
they have three children – Darren, 
18; Dylan, 16; and Emarie, 4. 

Pratt is still working on fi nding 
the balance between his Childress 
duties and his new role as the owner 
and medical supervisor of the clinic 
here. He’s grateful for the local 

staff  and especially for physician’s 
assistant Devah Pittman and nurse 
practitioner Kathryn Broussard.

“They are so good,” he said, 
“and we want to continue to be 
competitive to keep them here. They 
are both happy here.”

Pratt has also hired another 
nurse practitioner, Peter Jones, who 
has worked in Childress for about 
20 years. Jones is working on Mon-
days in Clarendon and will continue 
to work evenings in Childress.

Pratt is also looking for tech-
nological improvements that will 
help improve not only the business 
operations of the clinic but also the 
care patients receive. 

Adopting electronic medical 
records (EMR), for example, is 
improving communications with 

doctors in cities, making billing 
more effi  cient, and opening extra 
Medicare options to seniors with 
more than one medical condition. 
It also speeds referrals, helps keep 
track of medicines and possible 
interactions and side eff ects, and 
improves placing prescriptions.

“Mike’s Pharmacy is set up 
to receive it, and it takes the bad 
handwriting out of the equation,” 
Pratt said.

Pratt looks forward to many 
years of serving the Clarendon com-
munity and being part of activities 
here.

“I’ve enjoyed my time here,” 
Pratt said. “I have felt very wel-
come. It’s a great community, and 
its  great to have community sup-
port.”

Statebound
Clarendon High School took 15 students to West Texas A&M 
University April 21 for UIL Academic Regional competition in 
ten events and three students advanced. Cate Word, Davin 
Mays, and Avery Halsey advanced fi nishing respectively fi rst 
in Ready Writing, fi rst in Feature Writing, and second in Copy 
Editing. The State Meet will be May 17-18 in Austin. Toby 
Leeper fi nished fourth in Science and is an alternate to State. 

By Roger Estlack, Clarendon Enterprise
Dr. Dustin Pratt’s passion for 

rural medicine and his entrepreneur-
ial spirit led him to purchase the 
Clarendon Family Medical Center, 
and now six months into his owner-
ship, he’s working hard to continue 
the legacy of the clinic.

“Our fi rst goal is to continue 
Dr. John Howard’s services to the 
community in the best way we can 
and, of course, to make a profi t,” 
Pratt said. “But most of all we’re 
here to serve.”

Pratt didn’t set out to own a 
rural clinic, but as an employee 
with the Childress Regional Medi-
cal Center, he was a liaison to the 
Childress County Hospital District 
Board when Dr. Howard approached 
them last year about possibly 
buying his clinic. 

After 40 years of practicing 
medicine and 24 years operating 
the clinic here, Howard was look-
ing for a retirement strategy that 
would ensure the continuation of the 
Clarendon Family Medical Center.

Ultimately, the Childress board 
decided that while owning the 
Clarendon clinic might be a good 
business move, it wasn’t consistent 
with the purpose of that county’s 
hospital district.

“It wasn’t what they were 
called to do or their mission,” 
Pratt said, “but it planted a seed, 
and eventually I reached out to Dr. 

Howard. It was a great opportunity, 
and I understood the plea that Dr. 
Howard was making. It was the 
perfect storm that the good Lord put 
together.”

Dustin Pratt is an Abilene 
native whose family settled there 
after his grandfather’s service in 
World War II. He attended Abilene 
Christian University and then went 
to medical school at Texas Tech 
University. He spent a decade in 
Lubbock and did his residency 
there, but then a rural health rotation 
in Childress changed everything.

“I fell in love with it there,” he 
said. “It met my lifestyle and my 
hobbies, and so Childress bought 
out my contract with Covenant 
[Hospital in Lubbock] in 2008. Fif-
teen years into my practice, I loved 
what I was doing, but I yearned for 
more.”

It was that entrepreneurial 
nagging at him. Pratt has business 
interests outside of medicine, but he 
also had an interest in the business 
side of medicine. That wasn’t an 
option in Childress. The opportunity 
Dr. Howard presented was the per-
fect fi t. Moreover, Pratt said he rural 
medicine is not just a career; it’s his 
ministry.

“Any job can be your minis-
try,” Pratt said. “This feels like a 
calling to me.”

Keeping the Clarendon clinic 
open and available to serve the 

Bond drops 
county suit

Constable Randy Bond’s 
legal action against the Donley 
County Commissioners’ Court 
ended abruptly last week.

Bond’s attorney, Vincent E. 
Nowak, fi led a Notice of Nonsuit 
on Friday bringing a close to the 
cause less than a month after it 
was fi led, according to attorney 
Landon Lambert.

“Constable Bond’s decision 
to dismiss his case was a wise 
one in light of the law,” Lambert 
said. “The Donley County Com-
missioners Court, by and through 
its members, looks forward to 
attempting to work through these 
issues without the need for further 
litigation.” 

Lambert serves as the 
Donley County Attorney but was 
hired by the county in a personal 
capacity to represent the com-
missioners’ court in this suit with 
another elected offi  cial.

Bond, who serves Precincts 
3&4, was seeking a “reasonable 
salary” for his offi  ce. According 
to the original suit, Bond’s prede-
cessor earned “roughly $22,000” 
but the latest budget puts that 
salary at “roughly $2,000.” 

The position became vacant 
when former constable Doug 
Wright resigned in January 2021. 
Commissioners took no action 
to fi ll the vacancy, and Bond ran 
for the offi  ce and was elected in 
November 2022. He then took the 
oath of offi  ce in January to fi ll the 
remaining two years of Wright’s 
term.

Preserving a Legacy
Pratt continues tradition 
of service at local clinic 

A team committed to rural health - Dr. Dustin Pratt stands with Devah Pittman and Kathryn Brous-
sard at the Clarendon Family Medical Center.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

District Champions
The Clarendon Lady Broncos secured their fi rst softball district championship trophy in 13 years after they defeated Sanford-Fritch 
last week. The Ladies have a bye in the fi rst round of playoffs. When the playoff game is scheduled, that information will be posted 
on ClarendonLive.com and Facebook.com/TheEnterprise  COURTESY PHOTO / ADELITA ELAM

CC rodeo advances to NFR again

The CC Men’s Rodeo Team is headed to the College NFR. 

See ‘Rodeo’ on page 3.
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THIS WEEK
3 Clarendon Lions welcome a 
new member of the pride.
5 A Clarendon College 
alumnus is heading back to 
the NFR in Las Vegas.
6 The Lady Broncos beat the 
girls from Texline.
8  And Santa Claus shows 
up a the Courthouse Lighting 
Ceremony!
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!

Clarendon man dies 
in vehicle accident

A Clarendon man died 
November 15 in a single vehi-
cle accident east of Goodnight, 
according to the Department of 
Public Safety.

Samuel Kinley Shoels, 77, 
was pronounced dead at the scene 
following injuries he sustained.

Shoels was driving a Buick 
LeSabre northbound on US 287 at 
10:14 p.m. on November 14 when 
it traveled off  the roadway and 
through the bar ditch about 2.6 
miles east of Goodnight. The car 
went into a side skid as it reached 
the pavement in the northbound 
rest area and collided with a tree 
before coming to fi nal rest.

Ella Bryley, age 61, also of 
Clarendon, was a passenger in the 
car and was transported to North-
west Texas Hospital in Ama-
rillo by Associated Ambulance 
Authority for treatment.

Blackburn, 
White fi rst to 
fi le for 2024

Filing is open for Donley 
County candidates interested in run-
ning in party primaries ahead of next 
year’s general election.

Local positions up for election 
next year are those currently held 
by District Judge Dale Rabe, Dis-
trict Attorney Luke Inman, County 
Attorney Landon Lambert, County 
Tax Assessor/Collector Kristy Chris-
topher, County Sheriff  Butch Black-
burn, Precinct 3&4 Constable Randy 
Bond, Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Mark White, and Precinct 3 Com-
missioner Neil Koetting.

As of Monday, White and 
Blackburn had both signed up for 
re-election on the Republican ticket.

Republicans and Democrats 
wishing to run for these positions 
have until December 11 to fi le with 
the Donley County Clerk’s Offi  ce 
located inside the Courthouse 
Annex.

Party precinct chair positions 
are also open, and more information 
about that can be obtained by con-
tacting Republican Chair Bill Word 
or Democratic Chair Jean Taylor.

CHS to stage play
Clarendon High School thes-

pians will be performing “The 
Mystery of the Dinner Theatre 
Murder,” a comedy by Gus David 
Sanchez, on December 3 and 10, 
at the CHS Auditorium. 

Doors will open at 6:30 p.m., 
and the play will start at 7 p.m. 
Admission is free. Students will 
be selling baked goods for cash 
sales only. 

Mulkey plans third 
mystery dinner

The Mulkey Theatre will 
host its third mystery dinner on 
Thursday, December 7, with “A 
Dickens of a Christmas” present-
ing a holiday whodunit. 

Whose body has been found 
on Miss Havisham’s property? 
Is it her fi ancé that left her at the 
altar 25 years ago? Become a part 
of Charles Dickens’s classic sto-
ries to solve this mystery. 

Those attending are encour-
aged to come dressed in costume, 
such as tacky Christmas attire, a 
Charles Dickens character, or an 
ugly Christmas sweater. 

Advance tickets are required 
and can be purchased at Mulkey-
Theatre.com and in person at the 
Clarendon Visitor Center.  Tickets 
are $45 per person and include 
dinner by REFZ Sports Bar & 
Grill. BYOB is permitted. 

Chamber 
holiday 
drawing 
this Friday

One lucky shopper will win 
$100 in Christmas Cash this Friday 
when the Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce holds the fi rst drawing 
as part of its second annual “Shop 
Small Big Christmas” promotion.

Sign-ups at participating mer-
chants began last Friday and will 
continue through December 21. The 
Chamber will give away a total of 
$550 this season with $100 drawings 
on December 1, 8, and 15; and a big 
$250 giveaway on December 22. 

As of Tuesday, participat-
ing merchants included Amanda’s 
Country Soaps, Brake Time, Broken 
Road Liquor, Cornell’s Country 
Store, Country Bloomer’s Flowers 
& Gifts, Courtney D’Costa - Scentsy 
Consultant, Every Nook & Cranny, 
Henson’s, J&W Lumber, Lashes 
by Holly, Lowe’s Family Center, 
Mulkey Theatre, Mike’s Pharmacy, 
Monroe’s Peach Ranch, Rambling 
Ranch Boutique, REFZ Sports Bar 
& Grill, Saye’s Flying A Tack, Whis-
tle-Stop, and Wicked Fast Attire. 

Additional Chamber members 
who wish to participate can call 
Chamber President Ashlee Estlack at 
806-662-4687.

To enter, shoppers will fi ll out 
an entry at local participating mer-
chants. The Chamber will gather 
them up each Friday morning, and 
hold the drawings live on the Cham-
ber’s Facebook. Enter as many times 
as you shop locally, so shop often. 
Entries stay in the hopper each week.

Several businesses are also 
planning to be open for Late Night 
Shopping on December 14 and 21 
this year. Most of the participating 
businesses will be open until at least 
7:30 p.m., including Every Nook & 
Cranny, Flotain’ T, Henson’s, Ram-
bling Ranch, Saye’s Flying A Tack, 
and Whistle Stop. Corrective Aes-
thetics will also be open late but only 
on December 21 until 7 p.m.

Shop at home this holiday 
season and remember the important 
role your local merchants play in 
keeping your community strong.

According to small business 
advocates, every $100 spent in 
locally-owned stores returns $68 to 
the local community through taxes, 
payrolls, and other expenditures. 
That same money spent in another 
town returns nothing locally.

Visit the Chamber’s Facebook 
page or ClarendonTX.com/Christ-
mas for more information.

Lions hold toy drive
The Clarendon Lions Club 

will wrap up its second annual 
“Toys for Joy” drive this Friday, 
December 1.

The club will be donating one 
toy to every elementary school 
aged student in both Clarendon 
and Hedley elementary schools. 
The club is needing more toys to 
make this great project happen.

Toy collection boxes are 
set up at the Clarendon Visitor 
Center, Cornell’s Country Store, 
and Lowe’s Family Center.

If you’d like to make a mon-
etary donation, call Lion Roger 
Estlack at 806-662-4689.

Donley County Christmas
Jay Teague’s horse-drawn carriage provides rides and a touch of nostalgia during the annual Donley County Courthouse Lighting 
Ceremony last Saturday evening, November 25. A large crowd gathered at the Courthouse for the event, and several enjoyed tour-
ing around town thanks to Teague’s carriage.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

Regional Champions
Broncos to play Sunray this Friday

The Clarendon Broncos secured the Regional title last Friday with a 34-32 win over Gruver in Borger. The Broncos will face 
Sunray at Happy State Bank Stadium in Canyon this Friday at 7 p.m. for the State Quarter Final title. See our coverage on 
page six and follow live updates Friday at Facebook.com/TheEnterprise.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ROGER ESTLACK

The Clarendon and Hedley school districts 
have been recognized by the Texas Educa-
tion Agency for their sound fi scal management 
during the 2022-2023 year with each school 
system earning an ‘A’ rating.

TEA announced this month that 88 percent 
of Texas public schools received the ‘A’ or Supe-
rior Achievement score from the state’s Financial 
Integrity Rating System of Texas (FIRST).

Clarendon CISD Superintendent Jarod 
Bellar said the state looks at several criteria to 
score schools on fi nancial accountability. 

“They look at about 20 indicators, and they 
add more each time,” Bellar said. “There are 
things that if you don’t meet them, it can knock 
you down big time.” 

Clarendon and Hedley both scored the high-
est rating of 100 on the FIRST. 

“I attribute this success to our offi  ce staff  
and the excellent work they do,” Bellar said. 
“This isn’t based on the STARR or student 
achievements; it’s a look at fi nances and fund 
balances and things like that.”

Hedley CISD Superintendent Tracey Bell 
also credited her school’s business offi  ce for 
being “fantastic” and also credited the Hedley 
school board.

“The board does a good job of administer-
ing our fi nances and being fi scally responsible,” 
Bell said.

Both Clarendon and Hedley have received 
top FIRST scores from the state for several 
years, and both will be having public meetings in 
December to discuss their FIRST ratings. 

CCISD will hold a public meeting at 7:00 
p.m. December 11, in the Administration & 
Technology Building located at 416 South Allen 
Street. HCISD will hold its public meeting 
December 18 at 6:30 p.m. in the Board Confer-
ence Room at 301 Jones Street.

Established in 2001 by the 77th Texas 
Legislature, FIRST encourages school systems 
to improve fi nancial resources to provide the 
maximum allocation possible for direct instruc-
tional purposes. Ratings for 2022-2023 are based 
on annual fi nancial reports provided to TEA by 

school systems for the 2022 fi scal year. These 
reports are subsequently reviewed by the agency 
and a rating is assigned. 

School systems are assigned one of four 
possible letter grades (A, B, C, or F) under fi nan-
cial accountability ratings, as well as a coin-
ciding fi nancial management rating (Superior 
Achievement, Above Standard Achievement, 
Meets Standard Achievement, or Substandard 
Achievement). 

FIRST ratings are calculated using 20 fi nan-
cial indicators for both traditional school districts 
and public charter schools, such as administra-
tive cost expenditures; the accuracy of a district 
or charter school’s fi nancial information submit-
ted to TEA; and any fi nancial vulnerabilities or 
material weaknesses in internal controls as deter-
mined by an external auditor.   

To review the fi nal 2022-2023 FIRST rat-
ings for all school systems plus view fi nal FIRST 
ratings from previous years, visit the TEA School 
FIRST web page for school districts or Charter 
FIRST web page for charter schools.

Clarendon, Hedley ISDs get top FIRST scores
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THIS WEEK
2 To protect First Amendment 
rights a bill in the state 
sentate needs to die.
4 The City of Clarendon 
honors the work of peace 
offi cers.
6 A CHS freshman runs in the 
state track meet.
8 And Lions Club members 
prepare glasses for reuse.
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s awesome edition!

Volunteers needed 
for fl ag service

The Clarendon Lions Club 
and Scouts BSA Troops 433 and 
4433 are asking the public for vol-
unteers to help setting fl ags out at 
Citizens Cemetery for Memorial 
Day weekend.

The groups have about 500 
fl ags to put on the graves of those 
who fought for their country at 
Citizens Cemetery next on Tues-
day, May 23, starting at 5:15 p.m. 
Former members of the VFW 
Auxiliary will be serving refresh-
ments for those helping.

All able-bodied persons are 
asked to help with this project; 
and if the weather is bad, the fl ags 
will be put out the next day. 

Sign-ups open for 
garage sale event

Sign-ups are now open for 
the 18th annual Trash To Trea-
sures garage sale event to be held 
Saturday, June 3.

Residents who wish to par-
ticipate in this year’s “Trash To 
Treasures” are asked to contact 
the ENTERPRISE before 5 p.m. on 
Friday, May 26, to sign up for the 
promotion.

For just $25, each household 
will get a 50-word advertisement 
in the Big-E Classifi eds and the 
exclusive “Trash To Treasures” 
garage sale signs. For more infor-
mation about the annual Trash To 
Treasures garage sale event, call 
874-2259 or come by the ENTER-
PRISE offi  ce at 105 S. Kearney.

Man jailed 
after theft, 
car chase 

A New Mexico man is in the 
Donley County Jail this week on 
charges of evading arrest and ter-
roristic threat after he ran from law 
enforcement last Thursday, May 11.

Daniel Adrian Barraza, age 19, 
of Rio Rancho, New Mexico, was 
still being held on 11,500 bond Tues-
day morning.

According to the Donley 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, a male sub-
ject was reported to have stolen items 
from Allsup’s and, when confronted 
by an employee, he stated he would 
shoot them all if he had a gun.

The subject was gone when 
Deputy Wes Christopher arrived, 
but he soon learned the subject was 
parked in the turning lane on the 
east end of Clarendon. Christopher 
located the vehicle and approached 
the subject, but he said Barraza bran-
dished a box cutter. Christopher drew 
on the subject and told him to put the 
box cutter down, which he did, but 
then he got back in his car and fl ed.

Deputy Christopher shot out 
the subject’s left rear tire and then 
pursued him east on US 287. Sheriff  
Butch Blackburn got in front of the 
subject east of Lelia Lake and put the 
subject’s vehicle in the ditch there. 
The subject’s vehicle ended up in the 
creek east of Lelia Lake, and he was 
apprehended there without incident.

He was arraigned Friday by Jus-
tice of the Peace Sarah Hatley with 
bond set at $10,000 for evading with 
a motor vehicle and $1,500 for ter-
roristic threat.

Brenna and Gracie Ellis, sis-
ters and students at Clarendon High 
School, will be traveling to Abilene 
June 1-10 to compete in the Texas 
High School Rodeo Association 
State Finals.

The state fi nals rodeo is an 
annual, week-long event where high 
school students across Texas and sur-
rounding states come and compete. 
Numerous awards, scholarships, and 
the opportunity to represent Texas 
at the National High School Finals 
Rodeo held each July are all up for 
grabs.

Contestants compete in rodeos 
throughout the year in one of 10 
regions across the state. At the last 
rodeo of regional level competition, 
the top 10 competitors in each event 
are announced. These contestants are 
then given the opportunity to repre-
sent their region on the state level at 
the THSRA state fi nals.

Brenna, a Clarendon High 
School senior and THSRA Region 
1 member, will be competing on the 
state level in the goat tying event. 

“The goat tying competition 
was very tough in Region 1 this 
year,” Brenna said. “I am happy to 
have qualifi ed for state for my fourth 
and fi nal year in high school rodeo.”

Gracie, a Clarendon High 
School freshman and THSRA 
Region 1 member, will be competing 
on the state level in the barrel racing 
and pole bending events.

“I was able to gain an early lead 
in the pole bending during the fall 
rodeos, so I just had to stay consis-
tent during the spring rodeos to win 
the region,” Gracie said. “The barrel 
racing competition was very tough. I 
had to come from behind and really 
make some good runs in the fi nal 
stretch. I am excited to be going to 
my fi rst high school state fi nals, not 
only as a freshman, but also as a 
region event champion.”

Rodeo performances, as well 
as other events held throughout the 
week are open to the public each 
morning and afternoon. Shuttle ser-
vices will be off ered on the Taylor 
County Expo Center grounds, and 
tickets will be sold at the gates. 
Schedule updates will be posted to 
the THSRA Facebook and Instagram 
pages regularly throughout the week.

 The Texas High School Rodeo 
Association is the largest, most 
prestigious state high school rodeo 
association in the nation. THSRA 
sponsors over 125 rodeos per year 
throughout 10 regions across Texas. 

Memorial services 
planned for May 29

The Adamson-Lane, Post 
287 of The American Legion, 
Hedley, Texas will hold its annual 
Memorial Day service at the 
Rowe Cemetery, Monday morn-
ing at 10:00 a.m. on May 29, 
2023.  

In the event of inclement 
weather, the ceremony will be 
held at the Hedley Lions Club.

The Post members will place 
American Flags on the graves of 
249 Veterans buried in the Rowe 
Cemetery. The Flags will be 
placed on the graves at 9:00 a.m., 
Friday May 26, 2023, and remain 
till Tuesday, May 30, 2023 in 
honor of those departed comrades 
that have served this country.

The Memorial Day program 
will be conducted by members 
of the American Legion that will 
include the raising of the colors, 
the National Anthem, Pledge to 
the Flag and the ceremony honor-
ing the missing in action and the 
Prisoners of War still unaccounted 
for.

The Memorial Day address 
will be given by Will Thomp-
son, American Legion Post 287 
Post Commander.  Carlton Tur-
vaville will read the names of the 
248 Veterans buried in the Rowe 
Cemetery. The program will be 
concluded with the laying of the 
memorial wreath and the playing 
of taps.

HCISD names 
Bell as lone 
fi nalist for top 
administrator

Hedley CISD has announced 
Tracey Bell has been selected as 
the lone fi nalist for the position of 
Superintendent.

Bell is currently serving as the 
Junior High Principal at Vega ISD. 
She graduated from Wellington High 
School, received her bachelor’s 
degree in Interdisciplinary Studies 
from West Texas A&M University, 
her Master’s degree from Lamar 
University in School Counseling, 
and her School Administration Cer-
tifi cation from Lamar University.

Bell previously taught at 
Lakeview ISD, Memphis ISD, and 
Wellington ISD before obtaining her 
current position at Vega ISD.

Clarendon High School has 
announced Catherine Word and Brit-
ton Cottrell as the top students for 
the Class of 2023.

Catherine Word is the Valedic-
torian and has a GPA of 5.9. She is 
the daughter of William Word and 
Tanya Word and has attended all four 
years at Clarendon High School. 

Word is the class president and 
CHS Student Council president. A 
National Merit Commended Scholar, 
she also participated in varsity 
tennis, annual staff , National Honor 
Society, and accumulated 60 dual 
credit hours at Clarendon College. 
Word advanced to the UIL Regional 
Academic and Speech contest three 
years in a row in fi ve diff erent events 
and qualifi ed for State in Ready 
Writing her senior year. 

Word helped found Clarendon 
High School’s history club — the 
Babble-On Historical Society — and 
served as its president for two years. 

She has received several Honor-C 
awards and amassed over 250 hours 
of community service throughout 
high school. 

She plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin as a biomedi-
cal engineering major. Her hope is to 
attend medical school and volunteer 
for Doctors Without Borders.

Britton Cottrell is the class salu-
tatorian with a GPA of 5.9. He is the 
son of Zak and Jade Cottrell and was 
a three time regional qualifi er in UIL 
academics. He qualifi ed in number 
sense three straight years, account-
ing his junior year, and math and sci-
ence his senior year.

Cottrell played baseball all four 
years of high school and ran cross 
country his freshman year. He was 
also involved in many academic 
activities. He was inducted into the 
National Honor Society his junior 
year. During his time in the National 
Honor Society, Cottrell worked over 

eighty community service hours 
doing everything from yard-work 
to organizing fundraisers for the 
senior center. 

Along with being involved in 
those activities, he was also an A 
Honor Roll student all four years 
of high school. After high school 

Britton plans on attending Texas 
Tech University and majoring in 
mechanical engineering.

Word and Cottrell will be 
recognized with the CHS Class 
of 2023 during commencement 
Friday, May 26, at 7 p.m. in the 
Harned Sisters Fine Arts Center.

The rodeo year begins in August 
and concludes with the Texas High 
School Finals Rodeo in June. It 
is here, at the largest rodeo in the 
state of Texas, where “The Elite 
Compete” featuring the top cow-
boys and cowgirls from each 
Region. They compete for numer-
ous awards, scholarships as well as 

the coveted honor of representing 
Texas at the National High School 
Finals Rodeo to be held this July in 
Lincoln, NE. 

Those interested in watching 
the Ellis girls compete can catch 
all the rodeo action live on the 
Cowboy Channel.

The search for the next City 
Administrator for Clarendon nar-
rowed to one fi nalist last week after 
the city council conducted four inter-
views.

Brent Spier, former City 
Administrator at Clear Lake Shores, 
Texas, will be coming to Clarendon 
May 29-31 for a tour of the city and 
an in-person interview.

Spier was one of four candi-

dates interviewed last Wednesday 
by the city council. Other candidates 
included Steve Coles, manager of 
Lowe’s Family Center in Clarendon; 
Brian Barboza, City Administrator at 
Knox City; and Melissa Fields-All-
geyer, Director of Human Resources 
at the City of Levelland.

City offi  cials say they were 
impressed by Spier’s virtual inter-
view and his knowledge of city 

administration. The search for the 
next administrator has been ongoing 
for several months after City Admin-
istrator David Dockery announced 
his intention to retire almost a year 
ago.

Dockery had hoped to retire in 
April, but the council’s fi rst search 
for a replacement was unsuccessful, 
which resulted in him extending his 
employment with the city.

In other city business, the coun-
cil met in regular session last Thurs-
day, May 11, with several agenda 
items.

Election results were canvassed 
and certifi ed from the May 6 elec-
tion. Mayor Jacob Fangman and 
Aldermen Terri Floyd and Eulaine 
McIntosh were unopposed and re-
elected. The city’s quarter-cent sales 
tax for street maintenance was re-

authorized by the voters by a margin 
of 111 for to 30 against.

A proclamation was read for 
Peace Offi  cers Week and Peace Offi  -
cers Memorial Day. 

The council considered and 
adopted an amendment Article 13.02 
of the Code of Ordinances adjusting 
the dates on late fees and disconnec-
tions for water service. The discon-

Tracey Bell

Ellis sisters qualify for state rodeo
Gracie Ellis competes in the barrel racing and is advancing to the THSRA State Finals.  COURTESY PHOTO / ROBIN ELLIS

Brenna Ellis competes in the goat tying and is advancing to the 
THSRA State Finals.  COURTESY PHOTO / ROBIN ELLIS

Catherine Word Britton Cottrell

CHS names Word, Cottrell top students for ‘23

City narrows administrator candidates down to one

See ‘City’ on page four.
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2023: CEDC okays restaurant deal
JANUARY 4, 2023

Community responds 
to fire with love

A Clarendon woman is count-
ing her blessings after a housefire 
destroyed part of her home and 
resulted in the loss of three pets last 
Wednesday, December 28.

“God takes care of us in ways 
we can’t imagine,” Terri Luna told 
the Enterprise this week, recalling 
how her friends and community 
have rallied around her. “It’s just 
been phenomenal.”

JANUARY 11, 2023

Contract approved 
for county roadwork

Donley County Commission-
ers approved a bid January 9 they 
believe will lead to improvements 
to some of the worst roads in the 
county.

Judge John Howard said 
county officials believe a scraper 
being used to mix materials into 
poor county roads will be beneficial 
but said the county does not own 
that type of machinery. Purchasing 
or leasing a scraper would was cost 
prohibitive, so the county took bids 
to contract that work.

The only bid received was 
from Koetting Construction, which 
is owned by Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner Neil Koetting.

JANUARY 18, 2023 

Harper, Ehlert win 
beef division at 
livestock show

The 2023 Donley County 
Junior Livestock Show was held 
last Saturday, January 14, at the 
Donley County Activity Center 
with Tyler Harper and Taylee Ehlert 
winning the beef division.

Harper showed the Grand 
Champion Steer, and Ehlert exhib-
ited the Grand Champion Heifer.

Other top winners were Bran-
don and his Grand Champion 
Sheep, Ajax Caudle and his Grand 
Champion Goat, Kennadie Cum-
mins with the Grand Champion 
Gilt and Jaxon Robertson with his 
Grand Champion Barrow.

Reserve Champion honors 
went to Hudson Howard, steer; 
Gracen Sims, heifer; Madison 
Moore, sheep; Flint Pittman, goat; 
Harrison Howard, barrow; and 
Jaxon Robertson, gilt.

JANUARY 18, 2023

Howardwick fighting 
back on rate hike

Howardwick City Hall is push-
ing back against a 40 percent water 
rate increase from Red River Water 
Authority, which will go into effect 
next month.

City Secretary Sandy Chil-
dress said Mayor Tony Clemishire 
spoke to the Red River board 
during a hearing in December, but 
the board approved the rate increase 
over the community’s objections.

The increase will change the 
minimum water bill for Howard-
wick residents from $73.50 per 
month to $103 per month.

“We’ve got the surveys that 
show 70 percent of our people out 
here are below the poverty level,” 
Childress said. “They can’t pay 
this.”

JANUARY 20, 2023

Hedley secretary 
being investigated

The Hedley City Council 
accepted the resignation of City 
Secretary Kim Davis Gossman 
Thursday night, January 19, and 
Mayor Carrie Butler said an inves-
tigation is underway related to 
allegations of misappropriation of 
funds.

The action came at the end of 
the city’s regular meeting and after 
the council met in closed session 
for about ten minutes. Following 
the acceptance of Gossman’s res-
ignation, the council then approved 
a motion for the city not to pursue 
charges against Gossman, and 
Butler stated that currently no funds 
are missing from the city.

Following the meeting, Butler 
said the council’s vote was intended 
to mean the city would not pursue 
legal action against Gossman, but 

she said the sheriff’s office may still 
pursue criminal charges with its 
investigation. The funds involved 
were payroll funds and contract 
labor funds, Butler said.

JANUARY 25, 2023

City makes plans for 
next street work

The Clarendon City Council 
focused attention on streets in the 
southeast part of town during their 
regular meeting January 12 as pre-
liminary plans were made for the 
next paving project.

City Administrator David 
Dockery said the streets priori-
tized for improvement are all east 
of State Highway 70 South and 
include Third, Fourth, Montgom-
ery, Barcus, Davis, Hartzell, and 
Wells. The city is asking OJD Engi-
neering perform on cost analysis on 
those specific blocks to determine 
what improvements can be made 
for a maximum of $500,000.

Dockery said the city has 
that much money on hand through 
COVID relief funds and through 
capital improvement funds.

JANUARY 25, 2023

Hedley to press 
charges on secretary

Law enforcement officials 
this week continue to investigate 
allegations of misappropriations of 
funds at the City of Hedley involv-
ing former city secretary Kim Davis 
Gossman.

The Hedley City Council met 
in closed session for about ten 
minutes last Thursday, January 19, 
during their regular meeting before 
accepting Gossman’s resignation 
and announcing that an investiga-
tion was underway. The council 
then voted unanimously not to 
press charges against Gossman, but 
Mayor Carrie Butler said following 
the meeting that the council’s vote 
would have no impact on whether 
law enforcement might file charges.

As the investigation moved 
forward, Butler contacted the Enter-
prise Monday morning and said the 
city will in fact be pressing charges 
and also confirmed that the investi-
gation was also focusing not just on 
Gossman’s role at City Hall but also 
at the Hedley Community Develop-
ment Corporation, the local housing 
authority.

FEBRUARY 2, 2023

Red River Water 
petition underway

About 200 signatures have 
been obtained on petition to pro-
test a 40 percent water rate increase 
from Red River Water Authority, 
which went into effect February 1.

Howardwick City Secretary 
Sandy Childress said she is still 
working to gather more signatures 
to block the rate increase.

Red River Water Authority 
serves the City of Howardwick and 
several rural residents and commu-
nities. More than 400 signatures of 
Red River customers are needed to 
protest the rate.

FEBRUARY 2, 2023

Crash takes life of 
driver from Ft. Worth

A Fort Worth man lost his life 
Friday night in a one-vehicle acci-
dent near Ashtola.

The Texas Department of 
Public Safety reports that John 
Albright, age 39, was driving a 1996 
Buick Park Avenue at about 11:30 
p.m. westbound on US-287 when 
the vehicle veered off the roadway 
and entered the north ditch.

The Buick traveled through 
the ditch and continued north. It 
struck the railroad tracks, vaulted 
over them, and landed on the north 
side of the tracks, where it caught 
fire. Albright was pronounced dead 
at the scene by Donley County Jus-
tice of the Peace Pat White.

FEBRUARY 2, 2023

Students do well at 
academic meet

Clarendon High School took 
twenty-four students to compete in 
eleven contests at the West Texas 
High Academic practice meet Janu-
ary 21 in Stinnett.

Cate Word earned a second 

place finish in Ready Writing and a 
third place in Copy Editing. Avery 
Halsey received first in Copy Edit-
ing while Davin Mays finished third 
in Feature Writing. Toby Leeper 
came in fifth in Science.

FEBRUARY 2, 2023

City still searching  
for administrator

The Clarendon City Coun-
cil continues to narrow its search 
for the next city administrator fol-
lowing interviews conducted last 
Thursday, January 26.

Meeting at Clarendon Col-
lege’s Bairfield Activity Center, 
the council conducted virtual inter-
views with Brian Barboza – City 
Administrator at Knox City; Fred 
Ventresco – Town Administrator 
at Pine Tops, North Carolina; and 
Vance Lipsey – former Town Man-
ager at Lake City, Colorado. The 
council also met in person with 
Terry Schilz – a District Manager 
for Southern Methodist University, 
who lives in Azle, Texas.

The council met again in called 
session Monday night and agreed 
to bring Barboza and Lipsey to 
Clarendon for in-person interviews 
at City Hall this Thursday, February 
2, starting at 1 p.m.

FEBRUARY 9, 2023

CVFD responds to 
two fires Saturday

The Clarendon Volunteer Fire 
Department was called to a blaze in 
the southeast part of town late Sat-
urday night for a structure fire.

Fireman Chuck Robertson 
said the department was paged out 
at 11:10 p.m. to a storage building 
that was on fire in the alley between 
Third and Fourth Streets off of 
Hartzell Street.

Four firemen and two trucks 
responded to the fire and stayed on 
the scene until about 12:45 a.m.

The danger of fire spreading 
through heavily wooded area pre-
sented a threat to other nearby struc-
tures, but the fire was contained to 
the immediate area. The contents 
of the building were destroyed, he 
said, and the cause of the fire was 
not known at press time.

Also on last Saturday, the 
CVFD was called to a structure 
fire on North Sully Street, north 
of the county barn. First Assistant 
Chief Glen Wright said three fire-
men responded to the afternoon 
call. Old tires were found to be 
burning in an old block building 
well house. Wright said the fire was 
extinguished quickly with no real 
damage to the structure.

FEBRUARY 15, 2023

City sales tax hits 
new February high

Comptroller Glenn Hegar Dis-
tributes $1.3 Billion in Monthly 
Sales Tax Revenue to Local Gov-
ernments

Clarendon bucked a two-
month decline in sales tax revenues 
and set a new record when Texas 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar delivered 
February allocations last week.

The city brought in $52,610.48 
for the month, an increase of 7.02 
percent over the same period in 
2021 and an all-time high for Feb-
ruary sales tax revenue. Clarendon 
now has received $90,252.04 for 
the calendar year to date, up 3.23 
percent compared to one year ago.

FEBRUARY 15, 2023

CJH student facing 
charges over assault

A Clarendon Junior High stu-
dent will face charges after being 
accused of attacking another stu-
dent in a bathroom at the school 
last week, leaving the victim with a 
broken jaw.

Other students are also 
expected to face charges in connec-
tion to the case as officials believe 
the boy was lured into the bathroom 
for the purpose of being attacked.

The attack, which was videoed 
and subsequently shared on social 
media Friday, sparked outrage from 
the community. The video shows 
the victim, confirmed by officials 
to be 13 years old, apparently unex-
pectedly assaulted in the junior high 
boys’ restroom by being struck in 
the face and knocked to the ground.

FEBRUARY 15, 2023

Conkin taking AD 
position at Slaton

Athletic Director Clint Conkin 
is leaving Clarendon CISD after six 
years to take a job in Slaton.

“I got a job offer I couldn’t 
turn down,” Conkin told the Enter-
prise Tuesday. “I’ve accepted the 
position of athletic director and 
head football coach.”

Conkin said he hates to leave 
Clarendon but the new position is a 
at a bigger school with more money 
and will help him as he prepares for 
retirement.

“I’m getting older,” he said 
laughing.

FEBRUARY 22, 2023

CEDC okays 
restaurant deal

A new restaurant will be 
coming to downtown after the 
Clarendon Economic Development 
Corporation approved an agreement 
last Tuesday, February 14.

Ricardo Santillan, owner 
of REFZ Sports Bar & Grill of 
Guymon, Okla., says he plans to 
open a second location in the former 
Clarendon Steakhouse building at 
US 287 and Kearney Street by this 
October.

“I’m excited to bring REFZ to 
Clarendon, to become part of the 
community, and to bring new jobs 
to the community,” Santillan said.

The new business plans to 
create 25 to 30 new jobs, and San-
tillan says he looks forward to 
working with the school and other 
organizations with donations and 
activities.

FEBRUARY 22, 2023

Hedley, CCISD to 
hold board elections

Elections will be held this May 
to elect positions on the Clarendon 
school board and the Hedley City 
Council following last Friday’s 
deadline to file for office.

Clarendon CISD Trustee 
Chrisi Tucket is seeking re-election 
and will be joined on the ballot by 
Mike Word and Ginnie Siefkas in 
a race for two seats on the board. 
Incumbent Kyle Davis did not file 
for reelection.

Hedley incumbent Aldermen 
Trisha Chambless, Alicia Hanes, 
and Jennifer Floyd also filed for 
reelection, and they will be joined 
on the ballot by Christine Coyle as 
voters pick three seats on the city 
council.

MARCH 2, 2023

Jury finds local man 
guilty of evading

A Donley County jury con-
victed Darren Ray Gunnels for the 
third-degree felony offense of evad-
ing arrest in a motor vehicle in last 
Wednesday, February 22, in district 
court.

After hearing that the State 
filed a notice of enhancement in 
the punishment phase to increase 
the punishment to a second degree 
felony, the jury sentenced Gunnels 
to 20 years, the maximum available 
punishment, in the Texas Depart-
ment of Justice, Institutional Divi-
sion.

MARCH 2, 2023

CC spring count 
down 7.4 percent

Clarendon College’s spring 
enrollment is down 7.4 percent 
compared to a year ago.

Following the census date 
after the first 12 days of spring 
classes, CC was down 99 students 
total with a student headcount of 
1,237 in all locations compared to 
1,336 in 2022.

CC President Tex Buckhaults 
said the college expected numbers 
to be off when fall enrollment was 
down, noting that spring numbers 
are typically lower than the fall 
headcount.

MARCH 2, 2023

City okays CEDC 
restaurant deal

The Clarendon City Council 
met in called session last Wednes-
day, February 22, to consider an 
economic development agreement 

for a new downtown restaurant.
City aldermen discussed the 

Clarendon Economic Development 
Corporation’s proposed agreement 
with Ricardo Santillan to open a 
second location of his Guymon, 
Okla., based REFZ Sports Bar & 
Grill to CEDC owned property 
at US 287 and Kearney Street in 
the former Clarendon Steakhouse 
building.

CEDC Vice President Taylor 
Shelton answered questions about 
the agreement, and the council gave 
its unanimous approval, clearing 
the way for Santillan to take pos-
session of the property and begin 
renovations.

MARCH 2, 2023 

Carter earns top 
Chamber honor 

The Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce recognized Janet Carter 
with the 2022 Saints’ Roost Award 
for her lifetime of service and com-
mitment to the community during 
the annual Chamber Awards Ban-
quet last Thursday, February 23.

Man of the Year honors went 
to Keith Floyd, and Anndria New-
house was named the Woman of the 
Year.

Mike’s Pharmacy was named 
the Business of the Year, and, in a 
new category, the Donley County 
Courthouse Lighting Committee 
was named the Volunteer Organiza-
tion of the Year.

MARCH 10, 2023

CEDC members 
attend Academy

Three members of the 
Clarendon Economic Development 
Corporation board attended two 
days of workshops in San Anto-
nio last week to learn more about 
recruiting new retail businesses to 
the community.

The Texas Rural Retail Acad-
emy was held at the downtown 
campus of the University of Texas 
at San Antonio (UTSA) on March 1 
and 2. Hosted by the UTSA Institute 
for Economic Development and 
Retail Strategies, leaders from six 
Texas communities were selected to 
attend the program.

Participating communities 
include Breckenridge, Clarendon, 
Eastland, Haskell, Poteet, and 
Vernon. Representing the CEDC 
were Roger Estlack, Chuck Robert-
son, and Taylor Shelton.

MARCH 10, 2023

CC chosen to 
participate in grant

Clarendon College has been 
selected to participate in a new 
statewide economic mobility grant 
due to CC’s outstanding accom-
plishments and dedication to stu-
dent success.

The Talent Strong Texas Path-
ways is a $16 million five-year 
statewide economic mobility grant 
administered by the Texas Success 
Center is designed to increase the 
number of credentialed Texans pre-
pared for high-demand careers that 
offer a living wage.

MARCH 11, 2023

More candidates 
running in Hedley

Additional candidates for 
the Hedley City Council were 
announced last week after the 
Enterprise went to press.

Mayor Carrie Butler said two 
candidates had left their applica-
tions in a city drop box and the 
paperwork was not discovered 
until after the filing deadline. With 
the addition of those two new can-
didates, there are now six people 
running for three full terms on the 
council.

Aldermen Trisha Chambless, 
Alicia Hanes, and Jennifer Floyd 
are seeking re-election. Christine 
Coyle was previously announced as 
a challenger, and now Calvin Hol-
land and Tanya White Gibson will 
also appear on the ballot.

MARCH 16, 2023

Grant to pay $350k 
for H’wick paving

A $350,000 award for street 
improvements in Howardwick is 
moving forward this week as city 
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2023: Greenbelt grant approved
officials met Tuesday night to autho-
rize the Panhandle Regional Plan-
ning Commission to administer the 
grant.

City Secretary Sandy Chil-
dress said the Community Develop-
ment Block Grant is exciting for the 
people of Howardwick and comes 
after a lot of hard work for the last 
three years.

“It just a good, positive thing 
for the City of Howardwick and the 
people here,” she said.

MARCH 16, 2023

Sales tax revenue 
drops for Clarendon

Clarendon and Hedley sales 
taxes dropped while Howardwick 
saw an increase when Texas Comp-
troller Glen Hegar delivered March 
allocations to local governments last 
week.

Clarendon’s revenue dropped 
3.97 percent compared to this 
time last year with an allocation of 
$33,018.04. The city is still ahead 
1.19 percent for the year-to-date col-
lections at $123,270.08.

MARCH 23, 2023

First grade learning 
financial literacy

Clarendon first graders in Mrs. 
Wann’s class have been learning the 
basics of financial literacy through a 
game called “The Game of Life.”

Through this process, the kids 
have learned about income. They 
receive a paycheck for coming to 
school (it is their job). For expenses, 
they pay rent, cleaning charges, and 
other bills weekly. They also prac-
ticed savings; they tell the bank how 
much money they want to put into 
savings each week.

MARCH 24, 2023

Haynes takes 4th in 
Houston steer show

Parker Haynes placed 4th 
with his Heavy Lightweight Black 
Cross when members of the Donley 
County 4-H Club competed at the 
Houston Livestock Show last week.

Levi Gates placed 6th with his 
Lightweight Charolais Cross, and 
Laney Gates placed 8th in the Senior 
Reasons Horse Judging and was the 
18th place overall individual.

MARCH 30, 2023 

Bulldogs in Service 
puts 288 to work

Students, faculty, and staff from 
all Clarendon College campuses par-
ticipated in the second annual “Bull-
dogs in Service” day to benefit their 
local communities last Wednesday, 
March 22.

A total of 288 CC students, 
faculty, and staff participated in sev-
eral community service efforts. The 
community service effort began last 
March but was limited only to the 
Clarendon area. This year, the effort 
was expanded to include Amarillo, 
Childress, Pampa, and Clarendon.

In Clarendon, participants par-
took in the following efforts: Adopt-
a-Highway along the north portion of 
State Highway 70; Campus cleanup; 
Cleanup along the railroad tracks; 
Made blankets to donate to mul-
tiple organizations; Assisted with 
the Donley County Senior Citizens 
Center; Prepared old and worn 
American flags for proper retirement 
at the Clarendon Lions Hall; Land-
scaping and cleaning at the Saints’ 
Roost Museum; and Sidewalk chalk 
art at Clarendon ISD.

MARCH 30, 2023

CCISD trustees okay 
Wampler as new AD

Aaron Wampler was confirmed 
as Clarendon CISD’s new athletic 
director and head football coach 
when the CCISD Board of Trustees 
met in called session Monday.

According to Clarendon Super-
intendent Jarod Bellar, Wampler 
is the current head coach at Boys 
Ranch.

“He is a rising star who gets 
the most out of his student athletes,” 
Bellar said. “I’m excited. He under-
stands a program starts in junior high 
and that you have to start there. He 
wants to make kids good citizens and 
good athletes.”

MARCH 30, 2023

HHS UIL competitors 
advance

One individual and one team 
advanced to regionals when Hed-
ley’s UIL academic teams went to 
contest last week.

Savanah Trent placed third in 
Calculator, and the Computer Sci-
ence team of Josh Booth, Lane 
Hinton, Iziak Weatherread, and 
Cody Bond swept the contest plac-
ing first through fourth as individuals 
respectively.

Trent was also sixth in Copy 
Editing, and Weatherread was sixth 
in Social Studies..

MARCH 30, 2023

CHS wins UIL district 
academic title

Clarendon High School won 
the UIL 2-2A District Championship 
during academic competitions last 
Wednesday, March 22, at Clarendon 
College.

CHS students earned 400 points 
and had 70 points above the next 
closest team.

Clarendon High has 17 students 
moving on to regionals on April 21 
on the campus of West Texas A&M 
University to try to earn a spot in the 
state competition.

MARCH 30, 2023

Bains resigns as 
HISD superintendent

Hedley School Superintendent 
Garrett Bains is stepping down from 
his position and leaving education 
altogether.

The Hedley CISD Board of 
Trustees accepted Bains’ resignation 
at their regular meeting last Monday, 
March 20, as he looks to pursue a 
different field.

“It’s time to try something 
else,” Bains told the Enterprise.

APRIL 5, 2023

Petry named to ’30 
Under 30′ list

Christy Petry of Clarendon has 
been named to Cowgirl magazine’s 
fourth annual “30 Under 30” list of 
influential women in the Western 
industry.

Petry was honored with the 
Class of 2023 in Fort Worth the 
weekend of March 10, 2023, at the 
second annual Wrangler COWGIRL 
30 Under 30 Empowered Gala at 
Hotel Drover in the historic Stock-
yards. Among invited guests will be 
alumna from previous 30 Under 30 
classes, as well as family, friends, 
and industry leaders who support the 
annual program.

APRIL 5, 2023

Local Woman faces 
charge of child injury

A Clarendon woman is facing a 
third-degree felony charge for injury 
to a child following a grand jury 
indictment on March 21.

Taylor Danielle Schwertner, age 
26, was arrested and booked into the 
Donley County Jail last Thursday, 
March 30, after she turned herself 
in on a warrant. She was arraigned 
by Justice of the Peace Sarah Hatley 
with bond set at $10,000.

APRIL 5, 2023

Williams wins annual 
Lions’ Jones 5K race

A large crowd helped raise 
awareness of child abuse last Satur-
day, April 1, during the 11th annual 
Chance Mark Jones Roar & Run 5K 
last Saturday, April 1, at the Donley 
County Courthouse.

More than seventy people reg-
istered for the event with about 48 
actually running or walking the 5K. 
Dozens more volunteers, supporters, 
and spectators were also in atten-
dance.

Bryce Williams was the overall 
winner of the 5K with the best men’s 
time and finishing first in the 11-19 
age group in 18 minutes, 55 seconds. 
Erica McAnear was the first woman 
to cross the finish line with a time of 
22:59 and taking second in the 40-49 
age group.

APRIL 12, 2023

H’wick man in jail for 
burglary and assault

A Howardwick man is facing 
charges after breaking into an 

AirBnB and threating guests with a 
hammer early Monday.

Jeramy Kindle, age 42, is 
charged with Burglary of a Habita-
tion with intent to commit Aggra-
vated Assault with a Deadly Weapon, 
Donley County Sheriff Butch Black-
burn said.

APRIL 12, 2023

4-H horse judging 
team wins top honors

Donley 4-H horse judging 
teams competed at the Traveling 
Trophy Contest at West Texas A&M 
University on Friday, March 31, and 
the senior team brought home the top 
honors.

The first place team members 
were Brenna Ellis who placed 3rd 
individually, Laney Gates 5th over-
all individual, MaryJo Dushay 6th 
individual, and Maloree Wann 9th 
individual.

APRIL 12, 2023

State okays $18 
million for Greenbelt

The Texas Water Development 
Board last week approved more than 
$18 million for a new water supply 
project for the Greenbelt Municipal 
and Industrial Water Authority.

The board approved the finan-
cial assistance by resolution at its 
meeting April 6 in Austin. The 
package consists of $8.11 million in 
financing and $10 million in prin-
cipal forgiveness, from the Drink-
ing Water State Revolving Fund 
(DWSRF).

The $8.11 million in financing 
will be issued in bonds. If approved 
by the city council, Clarendon would 
bear the cost of about six percent of 
that.

APRIL 13, 2023

CCISD band director 
facing charges

A Clarendon CISD teacher is in 
the Donley County Jail this morning 
on a charge of furnishing alcohol to 
a minor.

Jacob Diaz, age 24, was arrested 
yesterday, April 12, on the Class A 
misdemeanor, according to Donley 
County Sheriff Butch Blackburn.

Prior to the arrest, Diaz turned 
in his resignation at the school, 
which was accepted at Monday’s 
CCISD board meeting, and the 
school released a statement Thurs-
day morning.

APRIL 19, 2023

City to interview four 
admin candidates

The Clarendon City Coun-
cil considered applicants for city 
administrator and identified four 
candidates for interviews during its 
regular meeting last week.

This is the second round of 
searching the city has undertaken as 
City Administrator David Dockery 
plans for retirement. A first round 
search and subsequent interviews 
were not successful earlier this year.

The four candidates this time 
are Steve Coles, manager of Lowe’s 
Family Center in Clarendon; Brian 
Barboza, City Administrator at 
Knox City; Melissa Fields-Allgeyer, 
Director of Human Resources at the 
City of Levelland; and Brent Spier, 
City Administrator of Clear Lake 
Shores, Texas.

APRIL 24, 2023

Sunday accident 
takes life of man

A Howardwick man lost his life 
in a single-vehicle accident Sunday 
morning west of Claude.

The Texas Department of 
Public Safety reported Jordan Cha-
vira, 26, was pronounced deceased 
at the scene by Armstrong County 
Justice of the Peace Jana Lemons.

According to the DPS, Chavira 
was eastbound on US-287 about ten 
miles west of Claude at about 6:35 
a.m. when the 2001 Ford Explorer 
he was driving left the roadway and 
traveled into the center median. He 
over-corrected the steering, causing 
him to lose control. The vehicle trav-
eled back onto the roadway, across 
the lanes of travel, and rolled over 
multiple times before coming to rest 
upside down in the ditch south of the 
roadway.
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FAST-PACED WORK ENVIRONMENT
COMPETITIVE WAGES

ACE
PEST CONTROL

“Is your place an ace place?”
Terry & Jason Wheeler, C.A. TPCL 10615

www.acepestcontrol.pro

806-372-5449
ace.pest@yahoo.com

We Specialize in General Pest, Termite, Pretreatments

SPRING 
SPECIAL

PESTS &
TERMITES

$120 INITIAL TREATMENT
$49 99 / MO. MAINTENANCE

Enterprise Deadlines: News & Photos, Monday 
at noon. Ads & Classifieds, Monday at 5 p.m.

THIS WEEKEND

MIGRATION 
RATED PG
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
DEC. 29 & 30       7:30 P.M.
SUN., DEC. 31 2:00 P.M.

ADULT: $7
KIDS 3-12: $5

KIDS 2 & UNDER: FREE
DOORS OPEN 30 MINUTES BEFORE SHOW

874-SHOW • MULKEYTHEATRE.COM

Monr
oe’s

Monr
oe’s

shop
est. 2021

clarendon, tx

shop

300 w. third

806.983.0434

POSITIVE FEED SALES

DANNY ASKEW
806-679-6927

All-In-One 30%
Supplement for Cattle

Advertise Your
Business or Event

STATEWIDE
Regional ads available

Contact this newspaper
for more information

000-000-0000

ONE CALL
ONE LOW 

PRICE

874-2259

Receive A 
FREE

Classified
With every subscription.
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¿Qué Pasa?
Community Calendar

December 28 & 29
Broncos v Canyon Holiday Tourna-
ment • TBA • Canyon

December 29 & 30
Migration • 7:30 p.m. • Mulkey The-
ater

December 31
Migration   • 2:00 p.m. • Mulkey 
Theater

January 2
Owls & Lady Owls v Shamrock • 
11:00 a.m. • Away

January 2
Broncos v Bushland • 7:30 p.m. • 
Away

January 2
Lady Broncos v Palo Duro • 6:00 
p.m. • Away

January 13
Donley County Junior • Livestock 
Show & Sale •  Donley County Activ-
ity Center • Call for details • 806-
874-2141

Joey & Brenda Lee
Lee’s Insurance

PO Box 189 • Clarendon, Texas 79226

806.874.2130

HOME • AUTO • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

The Big Station
of the 806

806-259-3511 • 806-874-9930

FM 105.3

 

Mike’s
PHARMACY

Hwy 287 West • Clarendon, Texas

Your
Friendly
Pharmacy
From prescription 
medicine to vitamins, 
we provide everything 
you need, along with 
best wishes for a 
speedy recovery. 

Brandon Frausto, 
PHARMACIST

Call 874-3554 or Toll Free 800-766-2089

20+ Years' Experience
Drain Camera / Locator
Drain Hydro Jetter
Residential & Commercial

Oren Shields
M-44240

806.205.3666
806.277.0335

Fully Licensed & Insured
Residential/Commercial

ShieldsPlumbingServices@yahoo.com

Mon - Fri

Shonda’s Snack Shack

Shonda Snack Shack
Tuesday- Tacos

@ Call & Place Your Order Ahead of  Time
806.822.0271

11 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m. 

Wed. Evening - Chicken Fried Steak

11 a.m. - 2 p.m. & 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Or until food runs out

Check Facebook for more specials!

5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Or until food runs out

Sundays, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesdays, 5:00 p.m.

Steve & Janet Carter
Phone: 806.874.2007

PHELPS PLUMBING
heating • air-conditioning

806-662-7126
HVAC# TACLB3255E PLUMBING # 12746

APRIL 26, 2023

Donley County 4-H 
members compete

Donley County 4-H members 
showcased their talents at the spring 
District 1 contests last Friday with 
outstanding results.

In the senior division of horse 
judging, the team comprising Laney 
Gates, Brenna Ellis, Maloree Wann, 
and Bryce Williams secured the first 
position overall and qualified for the 
state-level contest.

They also clinched the first 
position in reasons.

APRIL 26, 2023

Bond drops county 
suit over salary

Constable Randy Bond’s legal 
action against the Donley County 
Commissioners’ Court ended 
abruptly last week.

Bond’s attorney, Vincent E. 
Nowak, filed a Notice of Nonsuit on 
Friday bringing a close to the cause 
less than a month after it was filed, 
according to attorney Landon Lam-
bert.

“Constable Bond’s decision to 
dismiss his case was a wise one in 
light of the law,” Lambert said. “The 
Donley County Commissioners 
Court, by and through its members, 
looks forward to attempting to work 
through these issues without the 
need for further litigation.”

MAY 3, 2023

District Lions Clubs 
convene here

District 2-T1 Lions Clubs gath-
ered in Clarendon April 22 for fun, 
fellowship, and service during their 
annual convention.

Activities began that morn-
ing at the Bairfield Activity Center 
before local and area Lions began 
work on the first of two ramps built 
that day. The Texas Ramp project 
provided funding for the ramps for 
two local residents with Lions pro-
viding the labor for installation.

MAY 3, 2023

CC represented in 
leadership academy

The Texas Success Center 
announced Monday the first cohort 
of the Texas Leadership Academy 
for Student Success, which will 
include two Clarendon College rep-
resentatives.

This leadership development 
program is designed to provide mid-
level community college faculty 
and staff with the critical skills and 
knowledge to improve student out-
comes. Clarendon College has two 
representatives to participate in the 
2023-2024 Texas Success Center 
Leadership Academy. Chancey King 
and Rodney Donahue were selected 
by Clarendon College President Tex 
Buckhaults.

MAY 11, 2023

Sheriff warns about 
teens’ illegal rides

Donley County Sheriff Butch 
Blackburn is issuing a warning to 
parents and teens this week about the 
use of illegal vehicles on city streets.

The sheriff says with the end of 
school getting close, he is concerned 
that the growing problem will get 
only worse if parents don’t take 
action.

“Side-by-sides, golf carts, four-
wheelers, and dirt bikes are all ille-
gal on city streets,” Blackburn said. 
“Parents need to find a different 
place for kids to ride these toys.”

MAY 11, 2023

Gibson, Word win 
new seats in votes

New members will be joining 
the Clarendon school board and the 
Hedley City Council following last 
Saturday’s local elections.

Former elementary principal 
Mike Word will join the Clarendon 
CISD Board of Trustees after he 
and incumbent Chrisi Tucek were 
chosen by voters in a three-person 
race to fill two positions.

Word had 191 votes, Tucek 
received 166 votes, and Ginnie Sief-
kas had 20.

MAY 11, 2023

CHS wins Pantex 
STEM grant

CHS science teacher receives 
a STEM grant check from Pantex 
Education Outreach Specialist Darla 
Fish.

The sky is the limit for science, 
technology, engineering, and math 
educational efforts for Clarendon 
High School and four other schools 
in the Texas Panhandle.

Through $1,000 grants pro-
vided by Consolidated Nuclear 
Security (CNS), the managing and 
operating contractor for Pantex, 
the schools will soon be advancing 
STEM education with projects rang-
ing from robotics to drones. These 
grants fund STEM activities in the 
classroom and represent one of the 
many ways Pantex is investing in 
the development of the future work-
force.

MAY 11, 2023 

Hedley names top 
grads for 2023

Hedley High School has 
announced that Savannah Trent and 
Joshua Booth are the top students for 
the Class of 2023.

Trent is the valedictorian with 
a 3.91 GPA. She is the daughter of 
Johnny Trent.

Booth as a GPA of 3.76 and is 
the class Salutatorian. He is the son 
of Janita Booth.

MAY 17, 2023

CHS names Word, 
Cottrell top students

Clarendon High School has 
announced Catherine Word and Brit-
ton Cottrell as the top students for 
the Class of 2023.

Catherine Word is the Valedic-
torian and has a GPA of 5.9. She is 
the daughter of William Word and 
Tanya Word and has attended all four 
years at Clarendon High School.

Britton Cottrell is the class 
salutatorian with a GPA of 5.9. He is 
the son of Zak and Jade Cottrell 

MAY 17, 2023

Man jailed after 
theft, car chase

A New Mexico man is in the 
Donley County Jail this week on 
charges of evading arrest and ter-
roristic threat after he ran from law 
enforcement last Thursday, May 11.

Daniel Adrian Barraza, age 19, 
of Rio Rancho, New Mexico, was 
still being held on 11,500 bond Tues-
day morning.

MAY 17, 2023

HCISD names Bell as 
lone finalist for super

Tracey Bell has been selected 
as the lone finalist for the position of 
Superintendent.

Bell is currently serving as the 
Junior High Principal at Vega ISD. 
She graduated from Wellington High 
School, received her bachelor’s 
degree in Interdisciplinary Studies 
from West Texas A&M University, 
her Master’s degree from Lamar 
University in School Counseling, 
and her School Administration Cer-
tification from Lamar University.

Bell previously taught at 
Lakeview ISD, Memphis ISD, and 
Wellington ISD before obtaining her 
current position at Vega ISD.

MAY 22, 2023

Man jailed for 
shooting woman

A 19-year-old man is in the 
Donley County Jail after he alleg-
edly shot a 17-year-old woman 
Sunday night, May 21.

Sheriff Butch Blackburn said 
Kade Allen Flowers of Amarillo is 
facing two felony charges – Aggra-
vated Assault with a Deadly Weapon 
and Tampering with Evidence – after 
the shooting. The woman was still in 
ICU in Amarillo as of noon Monday.

MAY 24, 2023 

Word places in State 
UIL meet

Clarendon High took three stu-
dents to Austin, Texas to compete 
at the UIL Academic State Meet on 
May 17 and 18. Davin Mays started 
the first day with Feature Writing 
while Averie Halsey finished the 
afternoon in Copy Editing. Cate 

Word started day 2 with Ready Writ-
ing. Word wrote to a 6th place finish 
in Class 2A and came home with a 
medal. CHS is proud of these stu-
dents and their hard work and dedi-
cation to academics.

MAY 31, 2023

Langford retires as 
H’wick Fire Chief

Howardwick Fire Chief Susie 
Langford

City of Howardwick Volun-
teer Fire Department Chief Susie 
Langford retired from her position 
recently.

Langford stepped into the role 
of chief during a difficult time for 
the department. She was reluctant 
to take the leadership role but did 
accept to the request of the Mayor, 
Council, and fellow Fire Fighters 
and committed herself to making the 
department something to be proud 
of.

MAY 31, 2023

Legion recognizes 
several volunteers

merican Legion Post Com-
mander Will Thompson (left) pre-
sented certificates honoring those 
who have helped the post through 
the years. Shown here are Jimmie 
Adams of the Hedley Lions Club, 
Mary Ruth White of the Hedley 
Lions Club, Gail Hill represent-
ing the Rowe Cemetery Associa-
tion, and Garrett and Tamara Bains 
with their son Asa for their support 
through Hedley CISD.

JUNE 8, 2023

Enterprise completes 
Google tech lab class

The Clarendon Enterprise suc-
cessfully completed an exclusive 
training program leading up to its 
145th anniversary last week with 
the purpose of positioning the Texas 
Panhandle’s oldest newspaper to 
continue to serve Donley County 
into the future.

The Google News Initiative 
Foundations Lab, which began in 
October 2022 and wrapped up on 
May 23, 2023, was designed to build 
digital capabilities and technol-
ogy infrastructure within small to 
medium-sized news organizations. 
The program was launched in Eng-
lish in the United States and Canada 
and was conducted in Spanish in 
Latin America.

The Enterprise was one of only 
two newspapers in Texas selected to 
participate in the program, and there 
were only 14 publishers selected in 
the United States and just 34 organi-
zations in all of North, Central, and 
South America.

JUNE 8, 2023

Enterprise wins TPA 
sweepstakes award

For the second year in a row, 
The Clarendon Enterprise was rec-
ognized as the best small paper in 
the state by the Texas Press Asso-
ciation Saturday, June 3, during the 
TPA Summer Convention in Round 
Rock.

The Enterprise earned the 
Sweepstakes Award in Division 10 
of the 2022 Better Newspaper Con-
test, winning four first place plaques 
and placing in ten other categories 
to gather enough points to win the 
overall division.

JUNE 8, 2023 

Man uninjured in 
tractor v. truck wreck

Emergency personnel look over 
the aftermath of a tractor versus semi 
accident east of Clarendon about 1.5 
miles last Wednesday, May 31.

DPS Trooper Lynn Mays 
said 17-year-old Riley Wade of 
Clarendon was driving a John Deere 
tractor eastbound on US 287 par-
tially on the shoulder when he was 
struck by a semi-tractor trailer rig 
driven by Roberto Lowrie, 45, of 
Harlingen. Mays said driver inatten-
tion on the part of the trucker for is 
to blame for the accident.

Mays said the truck tried to turn 
to the left as it struck the tractor in 
the left rear tire, sending the tractor 
into the south ditch. The truck turned 
on its side as plowed down two trees 
in the center median before coming 
to rest.

2023: HISD hires new super

IN MEMORY
•	 Gladys Marie Gorder
•	 George W. Self
•	 Steven Ray Thornton
•	 Joyce Yvonne 

Johnson Jackson
•	 Bradford Rhea 

McGuire
•	 Brent Paul Shields
•	 Casey James Mills
•	 John Wayne Stepp
•	 Blade Cash Barker
•	 Travis Louis Ruthardt
•	 Dorothy Joy Martin
•	 Edna Jewell Durbin
•	 Jeneda Maurice Gay
•	 Ted Robert Sawyer
•	 Doris Faye “MeMa” 

Salmon
•	 Richard “Rick” Glenn 

Benton
•	 Ann Stepp
•	 Samara Ann-

Christine Johnson 
Best

•	 Ray Warner David
•	 Vera June Whaley 

Robinson
•	 Joe Frank Robinson, 

Jr.
•	 Allen M. Turner
•	 Larry Lowell 

Christopher
•	 Berkeley Elizabeth 

“Berk” Alexander
•	 Danny “Dan” Ray 

Cummins
•	 Christopher Ray 

Liner
•	 Bertha Anna James
•	 Brenda Cheryl 

McConnell
•	 Ruby Dean Melton
•	 Ina Mae Blasingame
•	 Ruth M. Aebischer
•	 James Edward Potts
•	 Robert Lee Mills
•	 Jordon Diego Chavira
•	 Henry “Peanut” 

Haire
•	 Cecil Lee Hook
•	 Norma Virginia Bruce
•	 Donald Eugene 

Stone
•	 Marvin Leon Elam
•	 Helen Jo Land
•	 Lea Tyler
•	 Ira Jean Chunn
•	 William Bryan 

Knowles
•	 Wesley Arlyn Sharp
•	 Owen Merle Kramer
•	 Jimmy Lynn Garland
•	 Kent Derelle Rattan
•	 Sam Shelley
•	 Charles Paul Brown
•	 Kensy Robyn Morrow
•	 Billy Cathell Gardner
•	 Wilma Ruby Lahr 

Kyle
•	 Ray Steele
•	 Connie McAnear 

Sparks
•	 Wanda Sibley Root
•	 Gennia Ann Williams
•	 Donna Rives
•	 Michael Edward 

Mobley
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CLARENDON

ARENA OF LIFE COWBOY CHURCH 
FOURTH & PARKS• PASTORS: BUNK & AMY SKELTON

SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M. • WED. BIBLE STUDY: 7 P.M.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
US 287 E • 874-3156 • REV. SETH SHIPMAN

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 7 P.M.• WED.: 7 P.M.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
300 S. CARHART • 874-2495 

SUN. BIBLE CLASS 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M.
SUN. 6 P.M. • WED. 7 P.M.

CHURCH OF NAZARENE
209 S. HAWLEY • 874-2321 • PASTOR: ALLEN POSEY

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN SERVICE: 11 A.M.
• WED.: 7 P.M.

COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
12148 FM 2162 • 874-0963
PASTOR: LARRY CAPRANICA 

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED. COMMUNITY KIDZ 5:30 P.M. 

WED. ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 6 P.M. 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
120 E. THIRD ST.  • PASTOR: DR. KEN MCINTOSH

SUNDAY SERVICE: 5 P.M.

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
4TH ST. & HWY. 70 SOUTH • PASTOR: JASON HOUSTON
SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:40 A.M.

WED. BIBLE STUDY: 6:30 P.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
300 BUGBEE AVE. • 874-3833 • REV. LANCE WOOD

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:55 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • KID’S ACTIVITIES: WED. 6 P.M. 

YOUTH STUDY: WED. 7 P.M.
COLLEGE MINISTRY: WED. 9 P.M.

CLARENDON METHODIST CHURCH
420 S. JEFFERSON •  874-3667 • BRO. RYAN QUIST 

SUN. SCHOOL: 11:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.
SUN. YOUTH: 6:OO P.M. • WED. BIBLE STUDY 6:30 P.M.

JESUS NAME APOSTOLIC CHURCH
720 E. MONTGOMERY • REV. 874-2078

REV. CALVIN BURROW  
SUN. SERVICES: 3 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

BODY OF CHRIST MINISTRIES:
501 S. MCCLELLAND • PASTOR: R.W. ELLERBROOK  

SATURDAY: 6 P.M. • SUNDAY DISCIPLESHIP CLASS: 9:30 A.M.
SUN.: 10:30 A.M.  • SUN. LIFE GROUP: 4:30 P.M.

WED.: 6:30 P.M.

CHRIST’S KIDS OUTREACH MINISTRY:
416 S. KEARNEY • 874-2007

SUN. BREAKFAST 9:30 A.M. • SUN. PRAISE & WORSHIP 10 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:30 A.M. • WED.: 5 P.M.

KINGDOM HALL JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
12120 US 287 (JUST WEST OF CLARENDON) • 874-5020
PUBLIC MEETING & WATCHTOWER STUDY: SUN. 10 A.M.
BIBLE STUDY, CONGREGATIONAL THEOCRATIC MINISTRY 

SCHOOL & SERVICE MEETING• TUES.: 7 P.M.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
301 S. PARKS ST. • 874-2511 • REV. JIM AVENI

SECOND SUNDAY SERVICE: 11 A.M.

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
MONTGOMERY & MCCLELLAND 

FR. AROKIA RAJ SAMALA
SUN. MASS 11 A.M.

ST. STEPHENS BAPTIST CHURCH
300 N. JEFFERSON ST. • PASTOR: ROY WILLIAMS

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M.
WED.: 7 P.M. (WEATHER PERMITTING)

TRUE CHURCH OF GOD & CHRIST
301 N. JEFFERSON  • ST. PASTOR: JEFF RILES

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M.
WED.: 7 P.M.

THE GATHERING
623 W. FOURTH  • PHYLLIS COCKERHAM

SUNDAY: 10 A.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

HEDLEY
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

110 E. SECOND ST. • MINISTER: STEWART MESSER
SUN. BIBLE CLASS: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7:30 P.M.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 N. MAIN ST. • PASTOR: STAN COSBY

SUN. SERVICE: 11:00 A.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
210 N. MAIN ST. • 856-5980 • PASTOR: BRUCE HOWARD

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN.: 11 A.M. & 6 P.M.
WED.: 7 P.M.

HOWARDWICK
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

235 RICK HUSBAND BLVD. • 874-3326 • REV. JIM FOX 
SUN. SCHOOL: 8:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:00 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 5 P.M. • WED.: 6 P.M.

MARTIN
MARTIN BAPTIST CHURCH

US 287 W 
SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

BRICE
BRICE DELIVERANCE TABERNACLE

PASTOR: LOUIS BENNETT
SUNDAY: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 6 P.M.

SPONSORED BY

ROBERTSON FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

COUNTRY BLOOMERS 
FLOWERS & GIFTS

WALLACE MONUMENT CO.

MCKINNEY MOTOR CO.

GENE & KATHY HOMMEL

CLARENDON FAMILY 
MEDICAL CENTER

J&W LUMBER

PILGRIM BANK

For corrections or 
additions, call 

the Enterprise at:

874-2259

WorshipWorship
    DIRECTORY    DIRECTORY

JUNE 8, 2023 

Heavy rains boost 
Greenbelt Lake level

Heavy rains over the last few 
weeks have saturated the ground and 
are now having an impact on Lake 
Greenbelt, especially after about five 
inches of rain fell on the Howard-
wick area Sunday.

The deluge had Carroll Creek 
running fast and strong into the res-
ervoir. It was still running Tuesday, 
and water was also coming down the 
Salt Fork Red River into the lake.

Greenbelt had reached a low 
of 7,064 acre-feet of water stored in 
the reservoir on April 25. After the 
general rains over the last month and 
Sunday’s downpour, the lake was 
holding 8,121 acre-feet as of Tues-
day morning.

JUNE 8, 2023

Kinetic bringing fiber 
internet this fall

High-speed fiber broadband 
internet will be available for most 
residents of Clarendon and Howard-
wick this fall, according to Kinetic 
by Windstream.

Responding to information 
requests from the Enterprise, Gerry 
Harrington with Kinetic’s Public 
Relations confirmed Monday the 
company will be rolling out the 
new service starting in Clarendon in 
August.

“Kinetic is indeed laying opti-
cal fiber to provide residential high-
speed fiber broadband in Clarendon,” 
Harrington said.

JUNE 14, 2023

State changing 
funding for CC

Governor Greg Abbott signed 
House Bill 8 (HB 8) into law last 
week, codifying an innovative new 
model to fund Clarendon College 
and other community colleges in 
Texas. The new model moves to 
an outcomes-based approach and 
rewards colleges for awarding 
degrees, certificates, and other “cre-
dentials of value.”

CC President Tex Buckhaults 
said it’s too soon to know exactly 
how the new funding model will 
impact Clarendon College.

JUNE 14, 2023

City questions 
Greenbelt project

Greenbelt Water Author-
ity’s planned $18 million project 
to develop groundwater resources 
for its member cities hit a snag last 
Thursday when it came before the 
Clarendon City Council.

City aldermen were asked to 
approve a supplemental contract 
with Greenbelt but instead took no 
action after meeting behind closed 
doors with attorneys for more than 
40 minutes before discussing issues 
with water authority representatives 
and saying the contract was unac-
ceptable to the city.

Attorneys for Greenbelt this 
week were working on language 
revisions to address city concerns, 
according to Greenbelt General 
Manager Bobbie Kidd, and were 
confident an agreement could still 
be reached before a July deadline to 
issue bonds.

“I think it’s going to work out,” 
Kidd said Tuesday.

JUNE 22, 2023

City discusses new 
trash service

The Clarendon City Council 
had a busy agenda June 8, covering 
topics from waste management to 
city administration to law enforce-
ment and more.

In addition to the Greenbelt 
Water Authority contract reported on 
in last week’s Enterprise, the council 
discussed its contract with Diversi-
fied Waste Management. The city 
privatized its trash service in 2020 
and allowed Diversified to take over 
that city service. The company has 
recently sold its solid waste services 
to Waste Connections.

According to the company’s 
website, Waste Connections is one 
of the largest full-service providers 
of solid waste collection and is the 
third largest solid waste management 
company in North America with a 
network of operations in 41 states 
and 6 provinces.

JUNE 22, 2023

CC Rodeo men’s 
team wins CNFR title

The smile isn’t likely to leave 
Weston Timberman’s face anytime 
soon.

He’s just 19 years old and has 
already proven to be one of the best 
cowboys in the National Intercolle-
giate Rodeo Association, claiming 
the bareback riding championship 
and serving as a major reason why 
the Clarendon College rodeo team 
won its second men’s national title in 
three years.

“It’s pretty surreal, and I’m still 
trying to grasp it all,” said Timber-
man, a freshman from Columbus, 
Montana. “It’s pretty awesome to 
be able to bring back two titles to 
Clarendon.

JULY 5, 2023

Wilson Cattle Co. 
wins Ranch Rodeo

The Wilson Cattle Company 
took top honors at the Clarendon 
Outdoor Entertainment Association’s 
annual Ranch Rodeo last Friday and 
Saturday during the 146th annual 
Saints’ Roost Celebration.

Wilson’s scores beat out 19 
other local and regional ranch rodeo 
teams as working cowboys put their 
skills to the test. The team was made 
up of Cayce Lewis, Rodey Wilson, 
Ben Crockett, Jaylen Eldridge, and 
Cooper McClesky.

The Baca Ranch team finished 
second with Jake Baca, Jayton Baca, 
Zane Davis, Jacob Gudgell, and 
Taylor Burkett; and the Latigo Ranch 
team was third with Wesley Gudgell, 
Jacob Gudgell, Truston Gudgell, 
Levi Moleswroth, and Cody Mason.

JULY 5, 2023 

Chamber hosts new 
events during 2023

The Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce expanded this year’s 
Saints’ Roost Celebration, adding 
new events while still organizing the 
traditional parades.

Diversified Waste sponsored 
a Lawnmower Barrel Race, and a 
Best of Donley County Blue Ribbon 
Exhibition showcased outstanding 
cooks and quilters.

JULY 12, 2023

County okays new 
bridge on FM 1260

The Donley County Commis-
sioners’ Court met in regular session 
Monday with a full agenda to con-
sider.

The court approved a resolu-
tion for a TxDOT financed project 
to replace the FM 1260 bridge of the 
Salt Fork Red River.

JULY 12, 2023

Downtown project 
moving along

The Downtown Revitalization 
Project continues to make progress 
this week. Workers were busy Tues-
day running the new curbing all the 
way from the Owen’s Boot Shop 
to the south side of Stocking’s Ice 
Cream Parlor. Forms are set for the 
new ramp at the Visitor Center and 
demolition and form construction 
will continue this week.

JULY 12, 2023

Clarendon okays 
Greenbelt agreement

The Clarendon City Council 
authorized a supplemental con-
tract with Greenbelt Municipal & 
Industrial Water Authority during a 
called meeting July 3 that will allow 
the water authority to proceed with 
an $18 million project to develop 
groundwater resources for its mem-
bers cities.

Clarendon’s approval came 
after Greenbelt agreed to amend-
ments to the contract, City Admin-
istrator David Dockery said. The 
most notable concession was that 
Clarendon will have the right to 
withdraw from the Greenbelt system 
after the current 1975 series bonds 
are paid off in 2027.

“Clarendon will can pull out of 
Greenbelt with one year’s notice at 
that time,” Dockery said. “It gives 
Clarendon a much stronger position 
in the future.”

JULY 20, 2023

CHS students earn 
FFA Lone Star award

Laney and Levi Gates of 
the Clarendon FFA Chapter were 
awarded the Lone Star FFA Degree 
at the 95th annual Texas FFA State 
Convention held July 10-14. The 
Lone Star FFA Degree is the highest 
degree bestowed by the Texas FFA.

JULY 26, 2023

CC alum dies after 
rodeo accident

Lockney native and CC alum-
nus Jackson Taylor

An area contestant on the 
upcoming season of Ultimate 
Cowboy Showdown died on Satur-
day.

Jackson Taylor, a graduate of 
Clarendon College, died following 
an injury during a rodeo, according 
to an official news release from the 
INSP Network that airs the show.

On Sunday, the show’s host, 
Trace Adkins, took to Twitter to 
share his condolences.

“Jackson Taylor was a helluva 
cowboy. There was no ‘back down’ 
in him and I’m proud to have known 
him. Rest in peace, hoss. – Trace”

JULY 26, 2023 

Howardwick has big 
Hoedown turnout

The annual Howardwick Hoe-
down was a big success with a great 
day of fun and fellowship last Sat-
urday at McMorries Memorial Park.

City Secretary Sandy Lynn 
Childress said everything went per-
fect.

“It was just such a great year,” 
she said. “It was a great turnout and 
great weather. We sold out of every-
thing, and the vendors did really well 
also.”

Judy Elliott won the riding 
lawnmower, and several other prizes 
were raffled off during the day. 
The Putting Contest winners were 
Rick Mooring, first; Donald Bland, 
second; and Judy Bland, third.

JULY 26, 2023

Bank trees come 
down for sidewalks

Clarendon’s Downtown Revi-
talization Project continued this 
week, moving to the east side of 
Kearney Street and the removal of 
trees in front of Herring Bank.

Taking down the shade trees has 
sparked some comments from resi-
dents, but it was necessary to protect 
the new sidewalks being installed 
and to give way to the light fixtures 
that will come with the project.

Jacob Fangman, who is Clar-
endon’s mayor and the head of the 
local Herring Bank, said the trees 
were causing problems with the 
existing sidewalks. The trees’ roots 
have lifted and cracked the side-
walks. One section of sidewalk had 
been raised about 2½ inches and the 
gutter was starting to lift out of the 
street in one spot.

“People have been tripping 
because of them,” Fangman said. 
“I’ve had at least two people tell 
me they’ve fallen because of the 
damage.”

JULY 26, 2023 

County finishes 
upgrade to annex

The Donley County Courthouse 
Annex has an entirely new look 
inside following a renovation com-
pleted Monday.

Judge John Howard said the 
county spent about $50,000 with 
local designers and contractors A 
Fine Feathered Nest to update the 
space.

“The work returns the space to 
the architect’s original design with 
updated finishes,” Howard said. “I 
think it is more functional and more 
attractive.”

The project took about two 
weeks to complete and focused on 
the clerk and tax assessor offices 
as well as the main hallway in the 
building.

AUGUST 9, 2023 

Donley archers shoot 
well at state

Four members of the Donley 
County 4-H Archery team competed 
recently in the State Games contest 
held in San Antonio.

Fayde Turner, Senior Division 
Barebow, was 3rd place Clout and 
5th place 3-D.

Ronan Howard, Intermediate 
Division NASP, was 1st place Clout, 
Modified 600 and Field; and 3rd 
place 3-D and Wand. Howard was 
also the Overall NASP Intermediate 
Runner-up.

Kutter O’Keefe, Intermediate 
Division NASP, was 2nd place 3-D, 
4th place Field and Modified 600, 
and 5th place Clout.

AUGUST 9, 2023

Four CC employees 
receive state honor

Four Clarendon College 
employees were recognized with the 
Texans Caring for Texans Award last 
Thursday, August 3, at West Texas 
A&M University in Canyon.

Scarlet Estlack, Larry Wigin-
ton, James Gordon, and Bruno 
Castel were all recognized for their 
efforts to help students both inside 
and outside the classroom.

AUGUST 9, 2023

City okays new trash 
service contactor

The City of Clarendon approved 
a new trash service for the city last 
week and authorized a 12 percent 
increase in garbage rates.

In a called meeting August 4, 
the city council formally approved 
assigning the contract of Diversified 
Waste Management of Amarillo to 
Waste Connections after haggling 
with the new company for several 
weeks.

Diversified has provided Clar-
endon’s trash services for three 
years; but earlier this year, the com-
pany sold its trash collection service 
to Waste Connections.

AUGUST 9, 2023

City, county agree to 
sheriff’s contact

The Donley County Sheriff’s 
Office will receive about $28,000 
less from the City of Clarendon in 
fiscal year 2024, but the depart-
ment’s overall budget won’t be hurt.

Clarendon is currently paying 
the sheriff’s department about 
$168,000 in fiscal year 2023, but that 
number will fall to $140,000 in the 
proposed new budget, which would 
take effect October 1.

City and county officials have 
been negotiating the contract for 
police services for about two months 
with the city trying to control costs 
while providing more money for city 
employees and the county trying to 
maintain the sheriff office’s funding.

Sheriff Butch Blackburn said 
the cut in city funding this year will 
be made up in the county budget so 
his office will not see a net decrease.

“We’ve found a way to make 
it work this year,” Blackburn said, 
noting that county officials are 
exploring the creation of a county-
wide “improvement district,” which 
could use sales taxes to help fund the 
sheriff’s office.

AUGUST 17, 2023

City names Barboza 
as administrator

City Manager Brian Barboza of 
Knox City will take over as Claren-
don’s new city administrator Octo-
ber 2 following last week’s regular 
meeting of the City Council.

Aldermen concluded several 
months of searching for the next 
administrator with a unanimous vote 
on August 10 to offer the job to Bar-
boza , who was an early finalist for 
the job in January. He will succeed 
City Administrator David Dockery, 
who will retire at the end of this 
fiscal year.

Barboza , is an alumnus of 
Clarendon College; and, in a letter to 
city officials accepting the position, 
he expressed his pleasure at being 
offered the job and said he looks for-
ward to coming to Clarendon.

AUGUST 17, 2023

Committee sets 
Bond’s new salary

A Donley County Salary Griev-
ance Committee more than tripled 
the salary of Precinct 3&4 Constable 
Randy Bond when it met last Thurs-
day, August 10, rejecting the $1,236 
figure set by the Commissioners’ 
Court and calling for a new annual 
salary of $3,804.

The unanimous decision of the 
nine-member committee is binding 
on the commissioners’ court. A less 
than unanimous decision would have 
meant the commissioners only had to 
“consider” the committee’s decision.

Bond ran unopposed for the 
vacant constable’s office as a Repub-
lican in March of 2022, had no oppo-
nent in last year’s general election in 
November, and took office in Janu-
ary.

AUGUST 23, 2023

Kindness Corner 
spreads love

It’s not hard to be kind. That’s 
the message coming from Kindness 
Corner every Friday in Hedley as 
one family provides treats and love 
to school kids and employees.

“We just want to be generous 
with what God has given us and 
pour it back into these kids,” Melissa 
Barlow said.

Barlow and her husband, 
Kerry, live with their granddaughter, 
11-year-old Ava, between Hedley 
and Quail and have gotten involved 
with the Hedley community over the 
last seven years through the Method-
ist Church there.

“We were working Vacation 
Bible School last summer, and we 
realized that there’s nothing for these 
kids in Hedley,” Barlow said. “They 
don’t even have a place to go buy a 
candy bar.”

So, in August 2022, the Barlows 
purchased a snow cone machine, set 
up behind the Hedley Methodist 
Church to have access to electricity, 
and started giving away free snow 
cones after school on Fridays. Soon 
the Martindale family offered the 
use of their property and electricity 
across from the school and under 
some big shade trees.

AUGUST 30, 2023

Clarendon College 
turns 125 this year

Clarendon College will cel-
ebrate its 125th anniversary next 
Tuesday, and plans are being made 
to observe the milestone throughout 
the school year.

The Texas Panhandle’s first col-
lege was established as Clarendon 
College & University Training 
School and opened its doors on Sep-
tember 5, 1898, under the guidance 
of the Methodist church conference.

As a Methodist college, CC 
actually became a four-year insti-
tution for a short time before the 
church conference shifted its support 
to what is now McMurry University 
in 1927.

At that time, Clarendon College 
became a public institution and was 
managed by Clarendon ISD through 
the school board before a separate 
college district was created in the 
1960s. CC moved to its present 
campus in 1968.

Today, Clarendon College 
offers classes in Pampa, Childress, 
Amarillo, Shamrock, and Canyon 
in addition to courses on the home 
campus. Many students also enjoy 
the opportunities CC provides 
through dual credit classes in high 
schools and through classes online.

AUGUST 30, 2023

Alleged abduction 
report investigation

The Donley County Sher-
iff’s Office has found no witnesses 
or suspects in its investigation of 
a reported abduction attempt at 
Bronco Stadium last Friday night, 
August 24.

Sheriff Butch Blackburn said a 
14-year-old Panhandle girl reported 
she had left the stadium through the 
east gate after the game and was 
grabbed by someone as she walked 
up Allen Street toward the southeast 
corner of the stadium. The girl said 
she got away from the person, and 
Donley County EMS examined the 
girl that night.

The girl suffered no injuries, 
and school camera footage captured 
no incident, Blackburn said. No wit-
nesses have been located, and no 
suspects have been identified.

Blackburn said Tuesday the 
investigation was still continuing, 
and he urged people to always be 
cautious.

2023: Kinetic brings fiber internet to Clarendon
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AUGUST 30, 2023

Proposal would fund 
polices services

Sales tax funds could be used 
to support emergency services in 
Donley County under a system of 
County Assistance Districts cur-
rently being discussed by local offi-
cials.

Donley County Judge John 
Howard presented information on 
the subject at the Clarendon Lions 
Club meeting Tuesday at noon 
and said the idea would present an 
equitable way of helping fund law 
enforcement as possibly other emer-
gency services.

Currently the Donley County 
Sheriff’s Office is funded primarily 
by the county, which derives about 
half of its operating income from 
property taxes, Howard said. Fifteen 
percent of the sheriff’s budget in 
the coming fiscal year will be paid 
through a contract agreement with 
the City of Clarendon in the amount 
of $140,000.

Clarendon’s support of the 
sheriff’s office by contract dates 
back to 1981 when the city dissolved 
its municipal police department 
resulting in local law enforcement 
resources and responsibilities being 
concentrated at the county level.

SEPTEMBER 7, 2023

Enrollment up 6.8 
percent for fall at CC

Enrollment is up at Clarendon 
College this fall as the school cel-
ebrates its 125th anniversary.

Total headcount following 
the 12th class day last week was 
reported at 1,373, an increase of 6.8 
percent over last year’s fall enroll-
ment of 1,285.

SEPTEMBER 7, 2023

Hill to start as CCISD 
security officer

An armed safety officer will 
soon be working at Clarendon CISD 
as the school complies with a new 
state requirement.

State Trooper Kelly Hill will 
be retiring from his current position 
and taking on the new role through 
cooperation with the Donley County 
Sheriff’s office.

Superintendent Jarod Bellar 
said the new position is an unfunded 
mandate from the Legislature.

“House Bill 3 requires that 
we have a licenses peace officer on 
each campus effective September 1,” 
Bellar said.

SEPTEMBER 7, 2023

Donley jury convicts 
‘sovereign citizen’

A two-day district court jury 
trial of a self-styled “sovereign citi-
zen” ended with a conviction at the 
Donley County Courthouse last 
Wednesday, August 30.

John Edward Hopper was found 
guilty for the third degree felony 
offense of evading arrest in a motor 
vehicle with a deadly weapon.

SEPTEMBER 13, 2023

State okays new 
funding system for CC

The Texas Higher Educa-
tion Coordinating Board (THECB) 
approved emergency rules at a spe-
cial-called board meeting last week 
that will govern Texas’ new funding 
system for Clarendon College and 
other community colleges, effective 
September. 1.

House Bill 8 (HB 8), passed by 
the Texas Legislature during its 88th 
session and signed into law by Gov-
ernor Greg Abbott in June, codified 
the new, dynamic model that will 
fund community colleges in Texas. 
The model moves to an outcomes-
based approach and rewards colleges 
for awarding degrees, certificates, 
and other “credentials of value.”

Clarendon College President 
Tex Buckhaults said the state’s 
community colleges cooperated on 
building the new funding model.
SEPTEMBER 21, 2023

School lockdown was 
appropriate, Sheriff

School officials and the Donley 
County Sheriff’s Office are review-
ing what worked well and what 
needs improvement after a false 
alarm caused Clarendon CISD cam-
puses to go on lockdown for about 

half an hour last Thursday, Septem-
ber 15.

Sheriff Butch Blackburn said 
the school acted appropriately even 
though ultimately it was determined 
there was no threat to the school or 
the students.

“In my opinion, they did exactly 
what that should have done with the 
information they had to start with,” 
Blackburn said.

SEPTEMBER 29, 2023

Tennessee team wins 
chuckwagon cookoff

The Camp Cookie wagon 
team from Germantown, Tennessee, 
claimed the championship of the Col. 
Charles Goodnight Chuckwagon 
Cookoff last Saturday, September 
23, beating out 11 other teams.

Competing in the Saints’ Roost 
Museum’s 28th annual cookoff, 
Camp Cookie placed first in Overall 
Cooking and first in Beans, Meats, 
and Desserts as well as second in 
Bread to win the title of best Overall 
Wagon & Cooking.

The Shadow Peak Chuckwagon 
from Weatherford, Texas., placed 
first in Wagon & Camp this year in 
its first appearance at the Clarendon 
cookoff.

SEPTEMBER 29, 2023

New pastor at Hedley 
First Baptist Church

The First Baptist Church of 
Hedley has called Braden Montgom-
ery as their new pastor.

Montgomery’s first Sunday will 
be October 1. He grew up in the Pan-
handle of Texas, going to school in 
Hedley and graduating from White 
Deer High School. He has college 
experience from Wayland Baptist 
University and has eight years of 
ministry experience as a youth and 
music minister. This will be his first 
pastorate.

SEPTEMBER 29, 2023

Sheriff nabs Dallas 

murder suspect here
A Dallas murder suspect was 

apprehended west of Clarendon by 
the Donley County and Hall County 
sheriffs’ departments Monday eve-
ning.

Jeremiah Earl Morrow, a 
27-year-old black male, was wanted 
out of Dallas County for allegedly 
shooting four people Monday after-
noon, killing one of them, and also 
shooting up a carwash in that com-
munity.

Donley County Sheriff Butch 
Blackburn said his office received a 
“be on the lookout” alert after a Hall 
County deputy tailed Morrow into 
Donley County.

The Hall County deputy fol-
lowed the suspect, who was driving 
a burgundy Chevrolet Lumina, until 
Blackburn could catch up to them 
and back him up about about eight 
miles west of Clarendon on US 287.

Blackburn then pulled Morrow 
over, detained him, and placed him 
under arrest.

OCTOBER 4, 2023

City welcomes new 
administrator

Clarendon’s new city adminis-
trator started work Monday and has 
been making the rounds meeting 
people and getting more familiar 
with the community.

Brian Barboza has about three 
years of experience as a city admin-
istrator but is no stranger to his new 
city, having attended Clarendon Col-
lege here.

“It felt like home when I was 
here in 2012,” Barboza said. “I’m 
definitely a Panhandle boy.”

OCTOBER 6, 2023

Abbott appoints 
Rabe District Judge

Governor Greg Abbott 
appointed Dale Rabe, Jr., on October 
6 to the 100th Judicial District Court 
in Carson, Childress, Collingsworth, 
Donley, and Hall counties for a term 

set to expire on December 31, 2024, 
or until his successor shall be duly 
elected and qualified.

Rabe succeeds former district 
Judge Stuart Messer, who retired 
September 30.

OCTOBER 12, 2023

CHS senior earns  
academic honor

Clarendon High School Princi-
pal John Moffett announced recently 
that senior Toby Leeper has been 
named a Commended Student in 
the 2024 National Merit Scholarship 
Program.

A letter of commendation from 
the school and the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation was printed 
to the student at a Bronco Pep Rally.

About 34,000 Commended Stu-
dents throughout the nation are being 
recognized for their exceptional 
academic promise. Although they 
will not continue in the 2024 com-
petition for National Merit Scholar-
ship awards, Commended Students 
placed among the top 50,000 stu-
dents who entered the 2024 competi-
tion by taking the Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualify-
ing Test.

OCTOBER 12, 2023

Hernandez arrested 
last week for assault

A Clarendon businessman and 
former city council member is out 
on bail this week, facing a charge of 
assaulting a 13-year-old girl.

Donley County Sheriff Butch 
Blackburn said Jesus Hernandez 
was arrested Monday, October 2, 
and charged with Indecent Assault, a 
Class A Misdemeanor.

Blackburn said the alleged 
assault occurred on September 23, 
and Hernandez was arrested follow-
ing an investigation into the report.

OCTOBER 19, 2023

City appoints CEDC 
members at meeting

The Clarendon City Council 
voted on several routine agenda 
items to start the new fiscal year 
during its regular meeting last Thurs-
day, October 12.

The annual contract with the 
Donley Count Appraisal District was 
approved as presented with a price 
tag of $19,486.

The district assesses and col-
lects property taxes for the city. 
The council also voted to nomi-
nate Mayor Jacob Fangman for the 
appraisal district board. Fangman 
currently serves as the president of 
that board.

The Clarendon Enterprise was 
named the city’s official newspaper 
for fiscal year 2024 and will continue 
to be the city’s vehicle for the pub-
lishing of public notices.

The council considered expir-
ing terms on the Clarendon Eco-
nomic Development Corporation 
Board of Directors and voted to 
reappoint Brandon Frausto, Taylor 
Shelton, Steve Hall, and Jarod Bellar 
to their seats on the board.

OCTOBER 19, 2023

Burton Library to 
celebrate centennial

Two authors will be holding a 
book signing as the Burton Memo-
rial Library celebrates 100 years of 
service to Donley County this month.

A reception will be held Octo-
ber 20 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. and 
will include the announcement of 
the library’s Patron of the Year and 
the signings by two authors – Tenise 
Cooke, who wrote Belly of the 
Whale, a local history; and Diane 
Smithwick Braden, who wrote the 
Wilbarger County Series.

OCTOBER 19, 2023

City man dies after 
train strikes car

A Clarendon man lost his life 
Wednesday, October 18, when the 
car he was riding in went around 
railroad cross arms and was struck 
by a Burlington Northern Santa Fe 

freight train.
Donley County Deputy Kelly 

Hill said the train conductor and 
engineer separately said two vehicles 
went around the cross arms traveling 
north at the Kearney Street crossing 
at about 3:00 p.m. The first car made 
it through, but the second car, driven 
by 70-year-old Naomi Tolbert of 
Clarendon, was struck by the west-
bound BNSF train. The accident was 
also captured on the railroad’s video, 
Hill said.

Tolbert’s brother, 58-year-old 
Blade Barker, also of Clarendon, 
was thrown from the car and was 
later pronounced dead at the scene 
by Justice of the Peace Pat White.

OCTOBER 26, 2023

REFZ to open 
downtown Nov. 1

A new downtown restaurant 
will hold its grand opening next 
week after several months of con-
struction and remodeling.

REFZ Sports Bar & Grill, 
located at US 287 and Kearney 
Street, will open its doors to the 
public on Wednesday, November 1, 
and owner Ricardo Santillan is just 
as ready as the community is.

“It’s been hard and definitely a 
lot of work,” Santillan said, “but it’s 
also been very exciting watching the 
process of taking a building where 
there was nothing and what it has 
turned into.”

The process of bringing a res-
taurant to downtown has been a 
long one. The Clarendon Economic 
Development Corporation first pur-
chased the building in 2015 after it 
was heavily damaged by an automo-
bile and has made significant invest-
ments in the building since that time 
to make it attractive as a potential 
restaurant. Discussions with Santil-
lan began in November 2022 with an 
agreement reached in February 2023 
and construction starting the follow-
ing month.

“It’s been great working with 
the CEDC,” Santillan said. “Those 

2023: New security officer hired for Clarendon schools
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Need To
Sell It?

Call before 5 p.m. 
on Mondays 

to see your ad 
here!

Why not place an
 ad in the 

Big E Classifi eds?

874-2259

Clarendon Lions Club Regular 
meeting each Tuesday at noon. 
David Dockery, Boss Lion. Roger 
Estlack, Secretary

Clarendon Chamber of Commerce Regular 
Board of Directors meeting third Tuesday 
each month at 6:00 p.m. at the Clarendon 
Visitor Center.

Clarendon Lodge #700 AF&AM 
Stated meeting: Second Mondays, 
7:30 p.m.  Refreshments at 6:30 
p.m.  Practice: Fourth Mondays,   
7 p.m. Chris Wilson - W.M., Russell 
Estlack - Secretary. 2 B 1, ASK 1

MEETINGS

Call in your ad at

874-2259
Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. 

Prepayment required. 
Visa / MasterCard accepted.

Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. classifi eds
REAL ESTATE

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: All real estate advertis-
ing in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Hous-
ing Act which makes it illegal to advertise "any 
preference, limitation, or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 

status, or national origin, or an intention, to make any such prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination."  Familial status includes chil-
dren under the age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women, and people securing custody of children under 
18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation of the law.  Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis.  To complain of dis-
crimination, call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.  The toll-free 
telephone number of the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.
CLASSIFIED AD RATES are $15.00 for the fi rst 20 words and 
15¢ for each additional word. Special typefaces or boxes are 
extra.
THANK YOU NOTES are $25.00 for the fi rst 40 words and 15¢ 
for each additional word.
DEADLINES are 5:00 p.m. each Monday, subject to change for 
special editions and holidays.
PREPAYMENT IS REQUIRED on all ads except for customers 
with established accounts. Visa and MasterCard accepted.
ERRORS: Check your ad on its fi rst printing. Errors not corrected 
within ten days of the fi rst printing are the responsibility of the 
advertiser.

Clarendon Alcoholics Anony-
mous Group 806-661-1015, 
806-671-9766, 806-205-1840, 
24 hour hotline 877-421-4334. 
Mon. & Sat. 7 p.m. 416 S Kear-
ney St.

Saints' Roost Museum
610 East Harrington

Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Open for appointments.

Call 874-2746.

GET IN GET IN 
ON THE ON THE 
ACTIONACTION

Keep up with all your local Keep up with all your local 
sports teams. sports teams. 

Subscribe today.Subscribe today. 
Call 874-2259.Call 874-2259. 

Publisher's Notice: All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes 
it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitation, or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or an intention, to make any such 
preference, limitation, or discrimination."  Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women, and people securing cus-
tody of children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of 
the law.  Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain of discrimination, call HUD 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.  The toll-free telephone number 
of the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

Let Us 
Design 
Your 
Card!
Let us get you started with professional design and 

printing solutions for all of your marketing and 
promotional needs!

1000 Full-Color Business Cards  
Only $65 + tax

Business Cards • Flyers • Brochures • Envelopes • 
Stationery • Postcards • Posters • Promotional Items

Call Today • 806-874-2259

Your First 
Impression 

HereFACILITIES AVAILABLE - Family Reunions, 
Receptions, Business Meetings, Club Func-
tions, and more. Clarendon Lions Hall, 111 W. 
Fourth. Call 874-2259 for rental information.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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FOR RENT
FOR RENT: 2 bedroom houses & duplexes. 
806-674-7064.

SERVICES
CLARENDON ASSISTED LIVING as a very 
nice private room with handicap bathroom 
and walk-in closet.  Furnished. All meals and 
laundry provided.
Transportation to local appointments. Private 
pay $2,000.00. Medicaid and Veterans Assis-
tance available. 
Warm, safe environment.
806-874-5000   SL#146046

SERVICES

guys helped me all along the way. 
They have been gracious and sup-
portive of me, and I’ve been thank-
ful for that. I could not have done 
this project without the CEDC, and 
it’s one of the main reasons I decided 
to do it.”

NOVEMBER 3, 2023

Presbyterians bless 
Arena of Life Church

An historic church building 
will begin a new chapter this Sunday 
when the Arena of Life Cowboy 
Church holds its grand opening in 
the former First Presbyterian Church 
at Fourth and Parks this Sunday, 
November 5, at 10:30 a.m.

The Arena of Life Cowboy 
Church sets up for services in the 
former First Presbyterian Church 
with a grand opening set for this 
Sunday. Courtesy Photo

With their congregation dwin-
dling, Presbyterians recently made 
the decision to disband and donate 
their 1929 building to the Cowboy 
Church.

“I was surprised but extra 
excited,” Cowboy Church Pastor 
Bunk Skelton said of his reaction 
to the offer by Presbyterian Pastor 
Nancy Ruff. “I’m not one to all at 
once get real gung-ho about some-
thing, so I asked for time with the 
Lord. But the more I sought the 
Lord, the more I thought we couldn’t 
say no.”

NOVEMBER 9, 2023

AgriLife Extension 
hosts Ag Literacy Day

The Donley County AgriLife 
Extension hosted fifth grade students 
from six area schools last Tuesday, 
October 31, for their 20th Ag Lit-
eracy Day.

A total of 138 students from 
Clarendon, Hedley, Memphis, 
Claude, Silverton, and Valley 
attended the event with 29 high 
school students helping from 
Clarendon, Memphis, and Silverton.

County Agent Leonard Haynes 
said the students learned about agri-
culture from ten separate stations 

covering the following topics: beef 
cattle, small grain production, small 
animal livestock, rainfall effects / 
soil conservation, groundwater con-
servation, peanut production, cotton 
production, tractor PTO safety, 
stream bed formation, and Texas 
outdoor and game laws.

NOVEMBER 9, 2023 

Broncos win District 
Championship

The Clarendon Broncos had 
one plan last Friday, and that was 
to go into Wellington with a big win 
on their minds and get on top early. 
They were able to execute their game 
plan exactly the way they wanted 
and stormed the Rockets 36-20.

The Broncos not only won the 
District Championship. They earned 
the number one seed in the playoffs 
which will pit them against Boys 
Ranch Friday, November 10, at 7:00 
p.m. at Dick Bivins Stadium in Ama-
rillo.

Quay Brown earned the first 
touchdown for the Broncos early in 
the game to give the Broncos the 
first six points of the game before 
Colton Caudle hit the mark with a 
touchdown. Caudle did a great job 
all night long on both sides of the 
ball. He posted a 90-yard touchdown 
and was able to strip the football on a 
QB sack to give the Broncos another 
possession.

“We felt good about our game 
plan all week,” first year head coach 
Aaron Wampler said. “These guys 
did a terrific job all night long.”

NOVEMBER 16, 2023

Clarendon hits sales 
tax revenue record

The City of Clarendon hit a new 
high for sales tax revenue last week 
when Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar delivered November alloca-
tions to local governments.

The city received $61,362.03 
for the month, an increase of 18.85 
percent over the $51,628.89 from 
November 2022.

The allocation not only reversed 
several months of declining sales tax 

revenues but also set a new record 
for the city for the highest monthly 
revenue. The previous monthly high 
was set in May 2019 with an alloca-
tion of $56,593.

NOVEMBER 16, 2023

CHS team advances 
in UIL Congress

Clarendon High School stu-
dents competed in the Congress 
regional competition on November 7 
and advanced to state.

This was the first year that 
Clarendon had competed in this UIL 
event. In Congress competition, stu-
dents caucus in committees, deliver 
formal discourse on the merits and 
disadvantages of each piece of legis-
lation, and vote to pass or defeat the 
measures they have examined.

Wes Shaw earned first place to 
advance to state, and Cutter Seay 
earned third place to advance to 
state. Zane Cruse earned first alter-
nate to state, and Ronan Howard 
was chosen as the student Presid-
ing Officer. Others competing from 
Clarendon were Zak Roberts and 
Rowdy Bebout.

NOVEMBER 17, 2023

Local man dies in 
single car crash

A Clarendon man died Wednes-
day in a single vehicle accident 
east of Goodnight, according to the 
Department of Public Safety.

Samuel Kinley Shoels, 77, was 
pronounced dead at the scene follow-
ing injuries sustained in the accident.

NOVEMBER 21, 2023

County discusses 
assistance districts

Donley County officials learned 
more about the idea of creating 
four County Assistance Districts to 
help fund law enforcement services 
during a called meeting last Thurs-
day, November 16.

Bob Bass of the Allison, Bass, 
& Magee law firm from Austin 
fielded questions about how such 
districts work and the steps involved 

in creating and funding the entities.
Currently there is no sales tax 

collected in the unincorporated areas 
of the county. Clarendon has a 2.0 
percent sales tax rate, Howardwick 
collects 1.25 percent, and Hedley 
collects 1.0 percent. Under state law, 
local sales taxes cannot exceed 2.0 
percent.

Under the proposal a 2.0 per-
cent sales tax would be imposed 
on the unincorporated areas of the 
county, Howardwick would be asked 
to allow an additional 0.75 percent 
sales tax to be collected in that city, 
Hedley would be asked to allow 
another 1.0 percent; and Clarendon 
would be asked to give-up 0.625 
percent (five eighths of one percent) 
of the rate collected for its general 
revenue and allow that amount to re-
imposed in the city by a new district.

NOVEMBER 21, 2023

Shop small Saturday 
with local merchants

The second annual “Shop Small 
Big Christmas” promotion from the 
Clarendon Chamber of Commerce 
will put a grand total of $550 in 
Chamber Christmas Cash in the 
hands of lucky winners who shop 
with local merchants.

Sign-ups begin Friday, Novem-
ber 24, for drawings that will be held 
for $100 on December 1, 8, and 15; 
and the big $250 giveaway will be 
held December 22.

Participating merchants 
include Amanda’s Country Soaps, 
Brake Time, Broken Road Liquor, 
Cornell’s Country Store, Country 
Bloomer’s Flowers & Gifts, Court-
ney D’Costa – Scentsy Consultant, 
EveryNook & Cranny, Henson’s, 
J&W Lumber, Lashes by Holly, 
Lowe’s Family Center, Mulkey The-
atre, Mike’s Pharmacy, Rambling 
Ranch Boutique, REFZ Sports Bar 
& Grill, Saye’s Flying A Tack, Whis-
tle-Stop, and Wicked Fast Attire.

NOVEMBER 30, 2023

Clarendon, Hedley 
ISDs earn top ratings

The Clarendon and Hedley 

school districts have been rec-
ognized by the Texas Education 
Agency for their sound fiscal man-
agement during the 2022-2023 year 
with each school system earning an 
‘A’ rating.

November 30, 2023

Broncos to play in 
state quarter-final

The Clarendon Broncos took down 
Gruver 34-32 last week and earned the 
right to the State Quarter-final game 
against Sunray on Friday, December 1, 
2023, at Happy State Bank Stadium in 
Canyon at 7:00 p.m.

The Broncos gained the upper hand 
early in last week’s game, but the Grey-
hounds fought back to make it a close 
game.

The Broncos finished the game 
with 150 yards passing and 268 yards on 
the ground for 418 total yards. Quarter-
back Lyric Smith was 11/16 passing for 
128 yards with two touchdowns. Smith 
posted two TDs rushing and grabbed a 
pass from Easton Frausto for a touch-
down as well.

Frausto also had a good offensive 
game and was 4/20 receiving with one 
score for 46 total yards and threw the 
strike to Smith for six. Shane Hagood 
had seven carries for 18 yards to help 
the Broncos. Quay Brown had a 36-yard 
touchdown from Smith and Mason Sims 
had two catches for 25 yards.

(Editor’s Note: The Broncos fell to 
Sunray in the quarterfinal game, closing 
out an amazing year.)

DECEMBER 7, 2023

Texas Success 
Center honors CC

Clarendon College is one of 
eight community colleges to be rec-
ognized last week by the 2023 Talent 
Strong Texas Pathways Awards.

The Texas Success Center 
honored the colleges’ exemplary 
work for their success in the imple-
mentation and scaling of the state’s 
research-based guided pathways 
strategy, Talent Strong Texas Path-
ways. Awardees were celebrated in 
Houston, Texas at the November 
Talent Strong Texas Pathways Insti-
tute: Mapping Pathways to Student 
Post-Completion Goals, with 500 
attendees representing 48 colleges 

statewide.
Five colleges were recipients 

of the Recognition of Scaling Excel-
lence (ROSE) award, including 
North Central Texas College, Coastal 
Bend College, Victoria College, 
Clarendon College, and Galveston 
College. Outstanding among their 
peers, these colleges have dramati-
cally scaled the essential practices 
associated with the strategy, result-
ing in a dramatically improved stu-
dent experience at their campus.

DECEMBER 7, 2023

City receives grant to 
revitalize next block

New sidewalks and streetlamps 
are on the horizon for another block 
of Kearney Street after the City of 
Clarendon was notified Monday that 
it’s Texas Department of Agricul-
ture Downtown Revitalization grant 
application has been approved.

The same program that revital-
ized the 100 block of Kearney will 
now carry over into the 200 block, 
improving accessibility, pedestrian 
safety, and overall appearance in that 
section of downtown.
DECEMBER 7, 2023

Former city secretary 
facing felony charge

Former Hedley City Secretary 
Kim Gossman was arrested Tuesday 
afternoon, December 5, and charged 
with a third-degree felony for Theft 
by a Public Servant.

Gossman, age 56, from 
Clarendon was indicted by the 
Donley County Grand Jury on 
Monday following an investigation 
that began in January. Justice of the 
Peace Sarah Hatley arraigned Goss-
man Tuesday afternoon and set her 
bond at $25,000. 

Donley County Sheriff Butch 
Blackburn said this charge of Theft 
by a Public Servant is for an amount 
over $2,500 but less than $30,000. 
Blackburn also said that investiga-
tions into Gossman are still ongoing 
and that other indictments could be 
expected.

2023: Broncos win regional to advance to state quarterfinals
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As we usher in 2024, we would like to 
extend our best wishes to everyone 
who helped make us so successful.

We appreciate your patronage, and we 
look forward to serving you 

in the years to come. 

From everyone at Herring Bank, 
we wish a happy, healthy, and 

prosperous new year to all!

HERRING BANKHERRING BANK

2024

We will close at 3:00 p.m. on December 29, 2023, 
and be closed January 1, 2024


