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Nominations open 
for chamber awards

The Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce has opened nomina-
tions for its annual community 
awards.

Nominations must be 
received by 5 p.m. on Friday, Jan-
uary 31, for the following catego-
ries: Man of the Year and Woman 
of the Year – individuals who have 
made a signifi cant contribution to 
the community in 2024, Saints’ 
Roost Award – honoring an indi-
vidual for a lifetime of service to 
the community, and the Volunteer 
Organization of the Year.

Honorees will be announced 
during the annual Awards Ban-
quet to be held next month at the 
Bairfi eld Activity Center.

Nominations should specify 
which award the person or orga-
nization is being nominated for 
and a brief paragraph stating the 
reason for the nomination. The 
nominations should be no more 
than one page in length.

Nominations can be mailed 
to the Chamber of Commerce 
at PO Box 986, Clarendon, TX 
79226; delivered to the Clarendon 
Visitor Center inside the Mulkey 
Theatre; or emailed to Chamber@
ClarendonTx.com.

Donations sought 
for Cubitt family

Donations are still being 
accepted for the Steve and Janet 
Cubitt Family following a house-
fi re at Lelia Lake on December 
19. 

The Cubitt family lost all 
their possessions in the fi re, and 
several community members have 
rallied to help them. Those wish-
ing to donate to the family may 
do so in care of Pilgrim Bank, PO 
Box 985, Clarendon, TX 79226. 

Ready for showtime
Donley County 4-H President Maloree Wann walks her pig as they get ready for the annual Donley County Junior Livestock Show & 
Auction, which will be held this Saturday, January 11, at the Donley County Activity Center.  COURTESY PHOTO

Fifty-six local young people 
are signed up as exhibitors for this 
year’s Donley County Junior Live-
stock Show and Sale, which will 
be held this Saturday, January 11, 
starting at 9:00 a.m. in the Donley 
County Activity Center.

An on-site concession stand 
will be serving breakfast and lunch 
for those in attendance, and the 
buyers’ dinner will precede the sale 
that evening at 6:00 p.m.

Donations to the buyers’ club 

can be dropped off  at the Donley 
County AgriLife Extension Offi  ce 
at the activity center or mailed to 
DCJLS at PO Box 661, Clarendon, 
TX 79226.

Clarendon FFA members who 
are showing animals this weekend 
are Kennadie Cummins, Tandie 
Cummins, Emily Dzamko, Kaitin 
Ehlert, Jaythan Green, Caleb Her-
bert, and Brice Wagner.

Donley County 4-H Club 
members participating this week-

end will be Shaylee Hall, Cutter 
Ashbrook, Liberty Carter-Per-
sian, Ajax Caudle, Jase Conway, 
Gracie Ellis, Trigg Harper, Addi-
son Havens, Grant Haynes, Parker 
Haynes, Cadun Hendrick, Kaylynn 
Hendrick, Emma Howard, Hudson 
Howard, Ronan Howard, Pais-
ley Jones, Ainslie Lewis, Jensyn 
Lewis, Emily McCurdy, Adleigh 
Moore, Kinzlee Paris, Flint Pitt-
man, Slaid Pittman, Alix Roberts, 
Kensler Roberts, Elliott Robertson, 

Jaxon Robertson, Kate Shaw, Kasie 
Shields, Weslyn Shields, Eden Sims, 
Addelay Snure, Kinsleigh Thomas, 
Hunter Wann, Maloree Wann, Kase 
Zongker, and Kinze Zongker. 

Hedley FFA members showing 
livestock this Saturday will be Paul 
Berry, Will Berry, Tavi Edwards, 
Taylee Ehlert, Payton Inman, 
Ehmjey Martinez, Brandon Moore, 
Madison Moore, Cory Stasio, Lily 
Stasio, Javier Valles, and Roman 
Vaquera.

New year ends 
most vehicle 
inspections

The Texas Department of 
Public Safety (DPS) reminds Texans 
that changes to the state’s Vehicle 
Safety Inspection Program are now 
in eff ect. 

The changes, which took eff ect 
on Jan. 1, 2025, eliminate many 
vehicle safety inspections.

Non-commercial vehicles no 
longer need a vehicle safety inspec-
tion prior to registration. All non-
commercial vehicles in the state 
are still subject to a $7.50 inspec-
tion program replacement fee per 
HB 3297. The inspection program 
replacement fee will be paid when 
you register your vehicle.

The state says the new fee 
replaces the revenue source for state 
programs and operations – like the 
construction and expansion of state 
highways – once supported by vehi-
cle safety inspections.

Emissions tests are required 
in major metropolitan areas, and all 
commercial vehicles in all counties 
are still required to obtain a passing 
vehicle safety inspection. All vehi-
cles still need to be registered.

Even though vehicle safety 
inspections have been eliminated for 
most vehicles, DPS reminds Texans 
to regularly service their vehicles to 
keep themselves and other motorists 
safe on the road. Regular mainte-
nance ensures the proper operation 
of your vehicle’s headlights, tail-
lights, horn, mirrors, windshield 
wipers, tires and other critical func-
tions. Driving a vehicle without 
many of these properly working 
safety features is against the law and 
puts everyone at risk.

Tickets fl y 
for Jan. 31 
Weathers 
concert

Tickets are almost gone for the 
Josh Weathers concert to be held 
Friday, January 31, at the Mulkey 
Theatre.

Online sales opened for the 
event last Friday, January 3, shortly 
after 8 a.m. and VIP tickets sold out 
within ten minutes with seating allo-
cated for general admission selling 
out by the end of the day. 

Mulkey offi  cials announced 
Monday evening that additional 
general admission seats had opened 
up for the event, but only a handful 
remained available as the ENTER-
PRISE went to press Tuesday evening. 

Weathers is a Fort Worth based 
soulful singer songwriter, who has 
spent the last 15 years honing his 
craft of combining songs of hope 
with a high energy rock n’ soul live 
show. Weathers sings everything 
from country to pop to blues to clas-
sic rock as well as his own songs.

Weathers has performed every-
where from Hotel Turkey to Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s inauguration 
ball in 2017. 

Since a video of him singing “I 
Will Always Love You” – the classic 
Dolly Parton hit – went viral a few 
years ago, it has expanded Josh’s 
reach to a national and global level. 
Many people have compared him 
to the likes of John Mellencamp, 
Springsteen or even Stevie Wonder, 
but his diehard fan base has found 
something incredibly unique about 
his ability to connect with an audi-
ence. 

Any remaining tickets for 
Weathers’ Mulkey performance are 
available at mulkeytheatre.com for 
$50 each. 

Doors and concessions open 
for the January 31 performance at 6 
p.m. The show will begin at 8 p.m. 
A cash bar service will be provided 
by REFZ Sports Bar & Grill, and the 
dance fl oor will be also open.

PCS offers help for 
open enrollment

The Panhandle Community 
Services’ Healthcare Navigator 
Services reminds everyone the 
health insurance Marketplace 
Open Enrollment Period ends on 
January 15, 2025. 

Eligible consumers can still 
take advantage of the advance 
premium tax credits to cover or 
reduce the cost of health insur-
ance. In addition, individuals, 
families, and children with certain 
incomes may qualify for Med-
icaid and the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP) based 
on estimated household size and 
income.

Certifi ed Health Naviga-
tors with PCS can provide indi-
vidual assistance with enrollment 
in Marketplace health insurance 
and applying for Medicaid/CHIP. 
Healthcare navigator services are 
free, and PCS serves all 26 coun-
ties of the Texas Panhandle.

Call Panhandle Community 
Services to schedule an appoint-
ment and discuss your options for 
health insurance at 806-342-6176.

Youth to compete in stock show Saturday

Chamber winners
The Clarendon Chamber of Commerce drew its fi nal winners for its Small Town Christmas promotions on December 20. Stephanie 
Chappell (left photo) of Albuquerque, New Mexico, won $100 in Chamber Christmas Cash, and Tommy Hill of Clarendon won the 
grand prize of $250 in Chamber Christmas Cash. Congraulations to the winners and thanks to everyone who shopped Donley 
County merchants this holiday season.  COURTESY PHOTOS
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Lions Club’s Jones 
5K to be April 26

The 13th annual Chance 
Mark Jones Roar & Run 5K will 
be held Saturday, April 26, in 
front of the Donley County Court-
house.

The Clarendon Lions Club is 
hosting the event again in memory 
of the late Chance Mark Jones.

Those interested in running 
or walking the 5K (about 3.1 
miles) encouraged to sign up by 
March 28 to be guaranteed the 
offi  cial 5K t-shirt. Registrations 
are $30 each.

The year’s 5K will again start 
and end at the Courthouse and 
will run through the city, around 
Prospect Park, and past several 
historic sites. The race will begin 
at 8:30 a.m.

Race registrations will be 
available at the Clarendon Visitor 
Center at the Mulkey Theatre or at 
the Enterprise.

For more information, con-
tact Lion Ashlee Estlack at ashlee.
estlack@gmail.com or 806-662-
4687 or Lion Roger Estlack at 
publisher@clarendonlive.com or 
806-874-2259.

Mayor Jacob Fangman declared 
April as Child Abuse Prevention 
Month in the City of Clarendon 
during last Thursday’s regular city 
council meeting.

In fi scal year 2024, the Texas 
Department of Family & Protective 
Services confi rmed 61,062 victims 
of child abuse or neglect, includ-
ing 185 in Donley, Gray, Hansford, 
Hemphill, Lipscomb, Ochiltree, 
Roberts, and Wheeler Counties, 
according to the proclamation. 

In other city business, aldermen 
approved a resolution authorizing 
the city to apply for another Texas 
Community Development Block 
Grant for downtown revitalization. 
With the 100 block of S. Kearney 
Street completed and grant funds 
secured for the 200 and 300 blocks, 
the application would seek to extend 
sidewalk and lighting improvements 
to the 400 block near the aquatic 
center and post offi  ce. Alderman 
Mandy Smith abstained from the 
vote.

The council heard a proposal 
from Jon Kuehler with Tradewind 
FBO regarding developing a fueling 
station at the Smiley Johnson Munic-
ipal Airport. Kuehler said he was 
willing to either help the city install 
and manage a fuel pump or he was 
willing to sign a lease to provide the 
service himself. The council took no 
action but wanted more information.

Separate resolutions were 
passed to authorize grant applica-
tions to seek funds for a generator for 
a lift station at Goodnight and White 
streets and to purchase and install 
warning sirens in the city.

The council approved a pro-

posal to move the city’s telephone 
service to AW Broadband. Alderman 
Terri Floyd voted against the pro-
posal.

Laverne Pinion and Misty 
Speed were named as election judges 
for the upcoming May city election.

Aldermen approved a motion 
authorizing OJD Engineering to 
begin the bid process for street 
improvements in the 700 block of 
Fourth Street between Koogle and 
Allen streets.

The council voted in favor of 
the city signing an agreement with 
Joseph and Rhonda Howell allowing 
a pergola to be placed on the side-
walk in front of Stocking Ice Cream 
Parlor. 

An easement agreement with 
the Donley County State Bank was 
approved to allow the city sidewalk 
to encroach on the bank’s property 

between the Masonic Lodge Hall 
and the Crossties Ministry Center 
as part of the upcoming sidewalk 
replacement.

The council approved $1,500 
in community funding requested by 
Christ’s Kids Ministry for its food 
program.

Aldermen agreed to re-bid a 
grant-funded crack seal project at the 
airport to specify that the work must 
include re-striping.

A proposal from A Town 
Standby Generators was approved 
to install a generator at City Hall for 
$14,000.

After much discussion, the 
council approved an amendment 
to Ordinance 507 to reduce fees 
charged for gaming devices. 

The council also approved 
closing the alley where the former 
Family Dollar building is located. 

Mayor Jacob Fangman (center) proclaimed April as Child Abuse 
Prevention Month in the City of Clarendon last Thursday during 
the regular city council meeting. Also shown here are Machiel 
Covey and Nita Williamson, representatives of CASA of the High 
Plains.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO

Clarendon, 
H’wick sales 
tax revenue 
increases

Clarendon and Howardwick 
saw gains in sales tax revenues 
last week when Texas Comp-
troller Glenn Hegar distributed 
March allocations to local cities.

Sales tax revenue for 
Clarendon grew 4.35 percent 
compared to the same period 
last year with an allocation of 
$39,097.38. 

The city is now up 6.59 per-
cent for the calendar year-to-date 
with a total of $136,118.68 com-
pared to $127,694.33 this time 
last year.

Howardwick’s allocation 
grew 5.87 percent to $1,617.37 
for the month compared to last 
year, and the lakeside city is now 
up 28.4 percent for the year-to-
date at $5,966.58 compared to 
$4,646.72 in March 2024.

Hedley was down less than 
one percent at $883.85 compared 
to $888.40 last March but is up for 
the year-to-date 37.11 percent at 
$4,718.90 compared to $3,441.56 
at this point last year.

Donley County Assistance 
District One, inside Howardwick, 
received $909.23 for the month 
and has collected $3,741.32 so far 
this calendar year. 

The assistance district began 
collecting taxes on October 1 for 
the purpose of helping fund the 
Donley County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment.

The City of Claude was up 
39.67 percent for the month at 
$27,134.54.

Memphis was down 10.50 
percent at $24,851.33, and the 
City of Turkey was up 19.38 per-
cent at $6,802.38.

Statewide Hegar distributed 
$1.1 billion in local sales tax allo-
cations for March, 10.2 percent 
more than in March 2024. 

March sales tax allocations 
to local governmetns are based 
on sales made in January by busi-
nesses that reported sales taxes 
monthly to the comprtroller’s 
offi  ce.

By Sandy Anderberg
Clarendon High School junior Elliot Frausto 

weighs only 103 pounds, but she used an abun-
dance of strength to place fi fth in the 105-pound 
weight class at the Girl’s State Powerlifting Meet 
last week. 

To say this little lifter is strong, is an under-
statement, as Frausto fi nished with a lift total of 
520 pounds to claim a medal in her division.

Frausto has been powerlifting only a couple 
of years and lifted last year “just for fun,” but this 
year she was more motivated. 

“The softball girls have to do it (lift 
weights), but we decided to take it more serious 
this year,” Frausto said. 

If determination was an event, then Frausto 
would place deep there as well. Going into the 
season, there were only a handful of powerlifting 
meets to gain the experience needed to go to the 
next level. However, Frausto was committed to 
the decision to take it more serious and she did 
just that. 

“At fi rst, I didn’t think I would like it, but 
then I went to a meet, and I liked it,” Frausto 
admitted.

Her growing love for the sport increased, 
and she quickly planned some well-timed strat-
egy in the sport. 

“When I fi rst started, I weighed 110 pounds 
and lifted in the 114-pound class,” she explained. 
“But we saw that the competition wasn’t as tough 
in the lower weight-class, so we decided to lose 
the weight to lift at the lower weight.”

The “we” Frausto is talking about is her 
lifting coach Jordan Enriquez who is a coach at 
Clarendon schools. With his help and the help 
of her dad, Brandon, she lost enough weight to 
lift in the 105-pound class where she was able to 
fi nish with a lift total of 555 pounds, which was 
30 pounds more than in her previous class.

The early season meets allowed Frausto to 
gain the experience she needed to top the fi eld at 
the regional level by 15 pounds in total weight 
lifted and punch her ticket to the State Powerlift-
ing Meet, a fi rst for a Lady Bronco. 

Frausto fi nished with a lift-total of 520 
pounds and took her spot on the podium as the 
fi fth strongest lifter in the 105-pound class in the 
state, which fed her desire to lift her senior year 
to bring home the gold. 

“I will probably lift next year,” Frausto 
claimed. “I want to win fi rst.” 

The tiny lifter has a goal which is to gain 
more experience and understand the sport’s 

judges and commands.
Frausto’s ending weight lifted is not far off  

the lifted weight of the top four lifters at the state 
level. She was able to squat 175 pounds, bench 
press 100 pounds, and deadlift a respectable 245 
pounds in the state meet.  

“Elliot was determined to make it to the 
state meet,” Enriquez said. “It was awesome to 
see the dedication and commitment pay off .”

As a sidenote, Frausto lifted 260 pounds in 
the deadlift at state, but it was ruled she moved 
her foot during the lift, which is a rule infraction.

Frausto is able to call this season a success 
and is looking forward to getting back in the 
weight room next year. 

“I have learned that you have to push your-
self and get out of your comfort zone, and I also 
love how supportive all of the girls are.”

Elliot Frausto holds her fi fth place state medal following last week’s competition. 
Frausto is the fi rst Clarendon High School girl to reach the state contest.  COURTESY PHOTO

She’s Tiny Yet Mighty
Frausto lifts her way to state podium

City raises awareness of abuse
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month in Clarendon

High winds damage city
A large pine tree fell over behind Ty and Tamra White’s house 
last Friday as strong winds damaged structures all across the 
Panhandle and South Plains. The National Weather Service 
reported gusts up to 77 mph in Clarendon. See more storm 
photos from our readers on page fi ve.  COURTESY PHOTO

H’wick fi refi ghters 
to hold Open House

The City of Howardwick 
Volunteer Fire Department has 
rescheduled its Open House for 
this Saturday, March 22,  from 
4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Meet the members of the 
CHVFD, enjoy free snacks and 
drinks, and bring the kids for 
pictures on a fi retruck. All guests 
will be registered for a door prize, 
and donations of $10 or more will 
receive a free fi re blanket. Come 
see the newest additions to the 
department.

The event was originally set 
for March 8 but was postponed.

Former Clarendon 
teacher arrested

Former Clarendon music and 
assistant band teacher Scott Stro-
bel was arrested by the Wolff orth 
Police Department last Friday, 
March 15, and charged with Child 
Grooming. 

According to a news report 
by KLBK and EverythingLub-
bock.com, authorities were con-
tacted by a 14-year-old girl and 
her father regarding text messages 
Strobel sent to the girl, to whom 
he was given private music les-
sons.

The report quotes court 
documents in saying that when 
he was interviewed by police, 
Strobel admitted that he had sent 
the texts  expressing that he had 
feelings for the girl, and he told 
authorities he knew the texts were 
inappropriate. 

Strobel, age 60, was later 
released on $25,000 bond, the 
report said.

Strobel was employed by 
Clarendon CISD for 12 years 
before he moved to Bowie in 
2019. He was employed by Ropes 
ISD near Lubbock at the time of 
his arrest.
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Lions next bingo to 
be held February 15

Bingo lovers will win gift 
cards and enjoy chili and corn-
bread when the Clarendon Lions 
Club holds its Valentine’s Bingo 
Saturday evening, February 15.

The event will start at 5:30 
p.m. at the Clarendon Lions Hall, 
and proceeds will go to help the 
club improve the kitchen facilities 
in the building to help better serve 
the community.

Since the late 1940s, the 
Lions Hall has served as the 
club’s home and has hosted sev-
eral community activities along 
with family reunions and other 
private parties.

Tickets for the Valentine’s 
Bingo are $30. Seating is limited 
so sign-up early at the Enterprise 
or calling 806-662-4689.
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The City of Clarendon will 
have an election this spring, but 
no other local governments have 
attracted enough candidates to 
hold elections as the fi ling deadline 
approaches next week.

Five people are now running 
for two full terms on the Clarendon 
City Council with incumbents 
Ashlee Estlack and Eulaine McIn-
tosh facing challengers Jeremy Jef-
fers, Brittney Wolfe, and Richard 

Dzamko. As of Tuesday afternoon, 
no one had signed up to run for 
mayor or for either of the two unex-
pired terms on the council.

In Hedley, all three incumbent 
city aldermen have fi led for re-elec-
tion – Larry Ely, Tonya Gibson, and 
Jennifer Floyd.

Howardwick also has a full 
slate of candidates. Mayor Pro-tem 
Johnny Floyd has signed up to run 
for the vacant mayor’s position, 

while Alderman Jada Murray has 
fi led to run again, and Matt Moore 
has also fi led for the other available 
alderman’s position. 

The Donley County Hospital 
District Board of Directors has two 
of three incumbents up this year 
running so far. Rose Lemley – Place 
One and Cindy Shelton – Place 
Three are seeking re-election.

Incumbent Michael Metcalf 
has fi led for one of two positions on 

the Hedley CISD Board, but no one 
has fi led for the three positions on 
the Clarendon CISD Board.

All local boards are elected 
at-large, but hospital board candi-
dates must fi le for a specifi c place 
on the board. Candidate applica-
tions are available from the admin-
istrative offi  ces of each entity. 

Filing continues through 
Friday, February 14. Elections are 
scheduled to be held May 3, 2025.

Clarendon College announced 
this week that the Bulldog Ath-
letics program had a tremendous 
academic semester after the West-
ern Junior College Athletic Confer-
ence (WJCAC) released Fall 2024 
all-conference selections. 

All-Conference awards are 
designated at two levels, with the 
First Team recipients obtaining a 
3.65-4.00 grade point average. This 
academic success is a testament to 
the college’s commitment to aca-
demic excellence. Students with a 

Fall GPA of 3.25-3.64 are named 
to the Second Team All-Conference 
list.

The Bulldogs had 73 stu-
dent-athletes named to the First 
Team WJCAC All-Conference 
Team and 43 named to the Second 
Team. The 116 students represent 
students in the athletics program 
across seven sports. 

Each of the seven programs at 
CC had at least fi ve student-athletes 
who showcased impressive aca-
demic success this semester. 

CC Athletic Director Mark 
James praised the college’s student 
athletes.

“I am extremely proud of not 
only these 116 student athletes but 
also each coach for making aca-
demic success a priority this semes-
ter, as each and every program had 
an overall team GPA above 3.0,” 
James said. 

“I appreciate all the hard work 
each person puts forth toward ensur-
ing our student-athlete’s success. I 
look forward to a successful Spring 

2025 semester.”
The number of Clarendon Col-

lege student athletes recognized in 
each program were Women’s Rodeo
– First Team, 4; Second Team, 
2; Men’s Rodeo – First Team, 6; 
Second Team, 10l; Volleyball – First 
Team, 9; Second Team, 8; Men’s 
Basketball – First Team, 6; Second 
Team, 4; Women’s Basketball – 
First Team, 15; Second Team, 4; 
Baseball – First Team, 30; Second 
Team, 10; and Softball – First Team, 
3; Second Team, 5,

Immigration 
offi cials pick 
up seven here 

An alleged cry for help resulted 
in an immigration round-up in 
Clarendon Saturday.

Donley County Sheriff  Butch 
Blackburn said his offi  ce received 
a call February 1 of a 19-year-old 
female who had come into the offi  ce 
of the Western Skies Motel, claiming 
she was being traffi  cked while trav-
eling with a male and female person. 
She claimed their vehicle had broken 
down and while the other two were 
dealing with the vehicle, she had 
escaped.

Blackburn said further inves-
tigation revealed the woman was 
part of a group of seven, who were 
traveling in a vehicle that had indeed 
broken down. She and four others 
were illegal immigrants, and two 
people were involved in transporting 
the illegal immigrants.

“She just wanted out and away 
from them,” Blackburn said.

Blackburn’s offi  ce contacted the 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
Criminal Investigations Department 
and ICE, which responded quickly. 
ICE then took all seven individuals 
into custody.

The sheriff  said one of the 
people involved in the transportation 
of the illegal immigrants had actually 
been deported on January 15 and was 
already back in the country.

“I want to express my appreci-
ation for how quickly ICE and CID 
responded to help us,” Blackburn 
said.

Unpaid ‘24 property 
taxes now past due

Property taxes for 2024 were 
mailed in October and were due 
by January 31, 2025, without a 
late payment penalty. The Donley 
Appraisal District reminds tax-
payers, the amount due increases 
each month after January until the 
tax is paid. 

Accounts unpaid on July 1 
will incur a 20 percent collection 
penalty in addition to the regular 
penalty and interest of 18%. Texas 
state law prescribes the penalty 
and interest amounts.

Delinquent notices will be 
mailed in May to those who still 
owe 2024 tax at that time. Partial 
payments will be accepted. Quar-
ter Payment Plan on Homestead 
property: 

If you have an over 65 or dis-
abled exemption or are the surviv-
ing spouse of a disabled veteran, 
you may request to pay your prop-
erty tax in four equal payments 
without penalty and interest. To 
apply, you must pay one-fourth of 
the total tax due before February 
1.

Property owners who did not 
receive their property tax state-
ments should contact the appraisal 
district. Failure to receive a tax 
bill does not aff ect the accrual of 
taxes, penalties, and interest on an 
account. 

Taxes are payable by mail 
with a check or money order to 
the Donley Appraisal District, PO 
Box 1220, Clarendon TX 79226. 
In person payments can be made 
at 304 S. Kearney St, Clarendon, 
Texas. Taxes can also be paid 
online through DCAD’s website, 
www.donleycad.org.

Chamber 
banquet 
set Feb. 27

Fancy masks and fun times will 
be in store at the 2025 Clarendon 
Chamber of Commerce Awards 
Banquet Thursday, February 27, 
at the Bairfi eld Activity Center. 
“Clarendon Masquerade” will be the 
theme, and The Martinis will pro-
vide live music during the evening.

Tickets are on sale now for the 
event, which will recognize sev-
eral outstanding citizens in Donley 
County. The awards to be given will 
be the Saints’ Roost Award for a life-
time of service to the community and 
the Man and Woman of the Year, the 
Volunteer Organization of the Year, 
and Business of the Year in addition 
to recognitions for outstanding youth 
from Clarendon and Hedley.

The evening will begin at 6 
p.m. with hors d’oeuvres and recep-
tion, including the annual Chamber 
silent auction and gift box pull. The 
banquet, entertainment, and awards 
will follow at 7 p.m.

Those attending are encouraged 
to dress up in masquerade, and busi-
nesses are also invited to purchase 
blocks of tickets by sponsoring 
tables at the event. Table sponsors 
will get to decorate their tables to 
refl ect their business and the theme 
of the banquet with a prize given for 
the best table decoration.

Corporate sponsorships and 
donations to the Silent Auction are 
also being accepted at this time at the 
Clarendon Visitor Center.

Tickets are $25 each and must 
be purchased in advance at the Visi-
tor Center or online at ClarendonTX.
com. For more information, contact 
the Visitor Center at 806-874-2421.

CC athletes show academic acheivement

Five running for two city council seats

Packed house
Josh Weathers and his band perform to a sell-out crowd at the Mulkey Theatre last Friday evening. More than 240 people were in 
attendance to see Weathers sing traditional 90s country music along with songs he has written as well as pop songs. The event 
was sponsored by Shelton Title Co., the Clarendon Economic Development Corporation, and REFZ Sports Bar & Grill. The concert 
drew many people from out of town, and the Mulkey dance fl oor was packed much of the night as Weathers performed for more 
than two hours.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO
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Trash to Treasures 
event set for June 7

Clarendon’s 20th annual 
“Trash To Treasures” garage sale 
will be Saturday, June 7. The cost 
is $25 and sign-ups are due at the 
Enterprise by 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
May 29. For more information, 
call 874-2259.

Two Donley 
County cases were 
among 23 pleas head 
by the 100th Judicial 
District Court when 
it met in Childress on 
Thursday, April 24.

District Attorney 
Luke Inman, along 
with Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Harley 
Caudle, prosecuted the 
cases for the State of 
Texas, with the Honor-
able Judge Dale Rabe, 
Jr., presiding.

Dairon Javier 
Martinez-Espinosa, 
32, from Miami, was 
placed on six years’ 
probation for the sec-
ond-degree felony 
off ense of marijuana.

Martinez was 
arrested in Donley 
County by DPS 
Trooper Stephen Bond 
on June 4, 2024. Mar-
tinez pleaded to an 
information fi led by 
the State on August 6, 
2024. 

Martinez was 
also ordered to pay a 
$10,000 fi ne, $305 in 
court costs, $180 lab 
fee, and complete 300 
hours of community 
service. If revoked, 
Martinez faces up to 
20 years in prison.

Zachary Rus-
sell Lammon, 25, 
from Grady, Ala., was 
placed on two years’ 
probation for the 

class A misdemeanor 
off ense of fl eeing a 
police offi  cer.

Lammon was 
arrested by Donley 
County Deputy Brian 
Stevens on March 20, 
2024. Lammon was 
indicted by the Donley 
County Grand Jury 
on August 19, 2024. 
Lammon was ordered 
to pay a $4,000 fi ne, 
with $1,000 upfront, 
$290 in court costs, 
$60 in restitution, and 
complete 100 hours 
of community ser-
vice. If his probation 
is revoked, Lammon 
faces up to one year 
in the Donley County 
Jail.

Our Salute to Inside this Issue

City has signs for
local well owners

With the ongoing Stage 4 
drought regulations, the City of 
Clarendon is off ering yard signs 
for citizens who have a water well 
and are therefore not subject to the 
city’s water restrictions. 

Residents can go by City 
Hall at 313 South Sully Street, 
with proof of their well and pick 
up a sign free of charge. The city 
also can send an employee to 
verify the well if the customer has 
no other proof. 

These signs will benefi t the 
Citizen and the City during the 
Stage 4 Drought Contingency 
conditions. Call City Adminis-
trator Brian Barboza at 806-874-
3438 if you have any questions.

Stage 4 drought restrictions 
were initiated last month after the 
Greenbelt Reservoir reached an 
elevation of 2615 feet above mean 
sea level. The lake level has risen 
with recent precipitation and was 
reported at 2616.06 feet above sea 
level on Tuesday, but it must stay 
above 2615 for more than 30 days 
before Greenbelt member cities 
can move back to Stage 3.

Congressman Ronny Jackson 
(TX-13) has reintroduced the Live-
stock Indemnity Program Enhance-
ment Act to provide desperately 
needed relief to Texas livestock 
producers still reeling from the cata-
strophic wildfi res that swept through 
the Texas Panhandle last year. 

This bill addresses a gap in cur-
rent disaster assistance by requesting 
that the Department of Agriculture 
establish additional payment rates 
for unborn livestock lost when ges-
tating animals perish in natural disas-
ters. Sen. Ted Cruz has introduced a 
companion bill in the Senate.

“The devastating wildfi res that 
tore through our region claimed 
over 12,000 cattle, but that fi gure 
doesn’t account for the countless 
unborn calves also lost,” said Rep. 
Ronny Jackson. “This legislation 
will establish vital compensation 
for unborn livestock losses, pro-
viding Texas ranchers the targeted 
fi nancial support they urgently need 
to rebuild their operations and pre-
serve our cattle industry’s legacy 
following these devastating wild-
fi res. I was proud to fi ght for this 
critical enhancement of the livestock 
safety net in the House Agriculture 

Committee Budget Reconciliation 
text earlier this week, and I urge my 
Senate colleagues to swiftly send this 
provision to the President’s desk.”

“The Texas Panhandle is a crit-
ical component of our state’s agri-
cultural economy,” said Sen. Ted 
Cruz. “Last year I visited areas dev-
astated by the wildfi res, and I made 
a commitment to the Texans aff ected 
by that disaster to secure the disas-
ter relief they told me they needed. 
The Livestock Indemnity Program 
ensures that losses from unborn 
calves are included into disaster 
relief calculations, which will help 

our cattle ranchers recover and 
rebuild. I’m grateful to Represen-
tative Jackson for championing this 
measure in the House Agriculture 
budget bill, and I urge my colleagues 
to move quickly to get this measure 
to the President’s desk.”

“Due to recent devastating 
wildfi res, many cattle producers have 
suff ered livestock losses, including 
the loss of unborn calves,” said Alli-
son Rivera, Director of Government 
Aff airs at NCBA. “Current federal 
law fails to compensate producers 
for unborn calves, but this legisla-
tion would change that thanks to 

Sen. Cruz and Rep. Ronny Jackson’s 
bill to provide an additional pay-
ment rate for unborn calves as part 
of the Livestock Indemnity Program. 
America’s cattlemen and women are 
thankful for Rep. Jackson’s eff orts to 
support the cattle industry.”

“As Texas farmers and ranch-
ers face unpredictable natural disas-
ters and are still recovering from 
2024 wildfi res, providing fl exibility 
within the USDA Livestock Indem-
nity Program (LIP) would provide 
much needed certainty for produc-
ers,” said Russell Boening, President 
of Texas Farm Bureau. 

Legion’s Memorial 
Day services set

The Adamson-Lane, Post 
287 of The American Legion 
in Hedley will hold its annual 
Memorial Day service at the 
Rowe Cemetery, Monday morn-
ing at 10:00 AM on May 25, 
2025. In the event of inclement 
weather, the ceremony will be 
held at the Hedley Lions Club.

The Post members will place 
American Flags on the graves 
of 251 Veterans buried in the 
Rowe Cemetery. The Flags will 
be placed on the graves at 9:00 
AM, Saturday May 24, 2024, 
and remain till Monday, May 26, 
2024, in honor of those departed 
comrades that have served this 
Country.

The Memorial Day program 
will be conducted by members 
of the American Legion that will 
include the raising of the colors, 
the National Anthem, Pledge to 
the Flag and the ceremony hon-
oring the missing in action and 
the Prisoners of War still unac-
counted for.

The Memorial Day address 
will be given by Stan Cosby. 
Audra Berry will read the names 
of the 252 Veterans buried in the 
Rowe Cemetery. The program 
will be concluded with the laying 
of the memorial wreath and the 
playing of taps.

O’Reilly’s 
opening 
store here

O’Reilly Auto Parts will open 
for business in Clarendon this 
summer and fi ll a long-vacant build-
ing fronting US 287.

District Manager Luis Gal-
lardo said the company plans to start 
operating Saturday, June 21, but 
he acknowledged that weather and 
shipping delays could postpone that 
date.

“We’re excited to be coming to 
Clarendon, and everyone has been so 
nice,” Gallardo said. “We’re looking 
to serving the community.”

O’Reilly’s is currently reno-
vating the former Family Dollar 
building on US 287 between Lowe’s 
Family Center and the Buckin’ Bean. 
The store was built and 2013 and 
has been vacant since 2019. Gal-
lardo said exterior painting is com-
plete and workers are now moving 
walls, installing new LED lighting, 
and removing fl oor tiles in favor of 
a polished concrete fl oor. He could 
not say how much money was being 
spent to renovate the building, but 
knew it was likely a signifi cant 
investment.

“We like all our stores to look 
the same so customers have a famil-
iar layout,” he said.

Gallardo is based in Perryton 
and manages O’Reilly stores from 
Clarendon to Ulysses, Kansas, with 
the exception of Amarillo, which is 
in its own district. He started with 
O’Reilly’s right out of college and 
has worked his way up the com-
pany ladder. He said O’Reilly’s 
will employee a minimum of eight 
people and up to ten people at the 
new Clarendon store, and applica-
tions are now being accepted.

“Just go to oreillycareers.com 
and select “Clarendon, Texas,” and 
you’ll see the openings we have,” he 
said.

The company is currently going 
through internal candidates to select 
a manager for the new store, he said.

District hears pleas, issues 
sentences in local cases

One for the Record Books

The Clarendon Lady Broncos have advanced to the state semi-fi nals after winning the school’s fi rst regional championship last 
weekend with a two-game win over Floydada. The girls were playing Riesel in Abilene as the Enterprise went to press Tuesday. See 
Facebook.com/TheEnterprise for updates and see complete coverage of last week’s game on page six.  COURTESY PHOTO / ADELITA ELAM

Jackson bill provides relief following ‘24 wildfi res

Phase 2 begins
The second phase of Clarendon’s Downtown Revitalization Project started in the 200 block of S. 
Kearney last week with sidewalk removal in front of the Donley County State Bank and the Masonic 
Lodge. Public Works Director said the contractor will start pour concrete this week for the new gutter 
as it continues to remove old sidewalks.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO
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Hedley host ball 
camp July 28-29

Hedley ISD is excited to 
announce its upcoming summer 
basketball camp for all incoming 
1st through 8th grade students. 
The camp will take place on July 
28 and 29, from 9:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. each day in the Hedley 
school gym.

The cost of the camp is $25 
per participant, which includes a 
camp t-shirt. Students will have 
the opportunity to work on basket-
ball fundamentals, improve their 
skills, and have fun in a support-
ive and engaging environment led 
by Coach Allen Grant and Coach 
Jonathan Hood.

In an eff ort to make the camp 
accessible to all students, trans-
portation to and from the school 
is being arranged for families 
who are unable to bring their 
children. Additionally, a scholar-
ship fund is available for students 
who wish to attend but may need 
fi nancial assistance. Parents are 
encouraged to reach out directly 
to Coach Grant if they would like 
to request support.

“We want every student 
who’s interested to have the 
opportunity to participate,” said 
Coach Grant. 

The registration link can be 
found at www.hedleyisd.net, and 
families are encouraged to sign up 
early. 

No decision on CISD 
superintendent job

Clarendon CISD had not 
selected a lone fi nalist to be the 
school’s new superintendent as 
the Enterprise went to press Tues-
day evening.

Trustee meetings for Monday 
and Tuesday were cancelled, but 
school offi  cials said the board 
would be meeting Wednesday, 
July 23, in a called session. 

Watch ClarendonLive.com 
and Facebook.com/TheEnterprise 
for any news of fi nalist at the 
school.

Christopher Topliff  joined the 
Clarendon City Council last week, 
taking the seat of the late Tommy 
Hill.

During a called meeting, the 
council heard from two additional 
candidates for Hill’s seat, Ashleigh 
Sherel-Kidd and Ashlee Wortham, 
before going into closed session to 
consider about ten applicants for the 
job.

After about ten minutes of 
private deliberations, the council 
returned to open session and voted 
unanimously to appoint Topliff  to 

the position.
According to his letter of appli-

cation, Topliff  has made Clarendon 
his home for about four years and 
has a background in environmental 
science and regulatory compliance. 

Topliff  will serve out Hill’s 
term, which expires next May.

In other city business last week, 
the council evaluated the perfor-
mance of city secretary Machiel 
Covey in closed session before 
returning to open session to approve 
a fi ve percent raise, a monthly cell 
phone stipend, and a one-year exten-

sion of her contract.
The council also approved the 

$350,000 bid of AAJ Concrete to 
install new sidewalks and lighting 
in the 300 block of S. Kearney. The 
same company is presently working 
in the 200 block. Left over grants 
funds from the current project will 
be applied to the 300 block, and the 
city will take about $270,000 from 
reserves to fund the balance. 

The city’s hazard mitigation 
plan was approved as presented, 
and no action was taken on bids for 
improvements to City Hall.

Early deadline set 
for next Enterprise

The Clarendon Enterprise 
will be going to press early for 
next week’s issue as the staff  jug-
gles vacations and family commit-
ments. All news, photos, and ads 
for the July 31 edition are due by 
5 p.m. this Thursday, July 24. We 
appreciate everyone’s cooperation 
with this early deadline.

The seventh annual Howard-
wick Hoedown raised more money 
than last year and was a huge suc-
cess with a great day of fun and fel-
lowship last Saturday at McMorries 
Memorial Park.

City Secretary Sandy Lynn 
Childress said the turnout was great 

and said more food was bought this 
year than ever before.

A total of $9,643 after expenses 
will be going to the City of How-
ardwick Volunteer Fire Department. 
That’s an increase of more than 
$500 compared to last year.

Jesse Burrow and Anna Brous-

sard won the Challenger 200EX, 
which was this year’s big drawing. 
Several other prizes were raffl  ed off  
during the day. 

The Putting Contest winners 
this year were Judy Bland, fi rst; 
D.K. Robinson, second; and Conrad 
Lucero, third.

Kay Philley Dye was the 
winner of the fi rst annual poker run.

The community event was a 
great opportunity for fellowship, 
and many people attended to enjoy 
the vendors, food prepared by vol-
unteers, and music throughout the 
day.

The Clarendon Enterprise 
received 14 awards at the 116th 
annual Panhandle Press Association 
Convention in Amarillo last week-
end to claim the General Excellence 
Award.

Competing in Division One for 
weekly newspapers, the Enterprise 
earned 12 fi rst place awards and 
placed second in two other catego-
ries.

Sandy Anderberg won First 
Place for the Enterprise for Sports 
Writing, and the crew of Tara 
Allred, Ashlee Estlack, and Roger 
Estlack won First Place for Adver-
tising Designs. Entries by Roger and 
Ashlee Estlack and Kari Lindsey 
took fi rst place in Human Interest 
Photos.

The Enterprise was also fi rst 
place Front Page Layout, News 
Writing, Spot News Photos, Society 
& Lifestyles, Serious Columns, Spe-
cial Section, Editorials, and Website. 
Feature Stories by Roger Estlack and 
Sandy Anderberg were fi rst place as 
well.

Elaina Estlack was second in 
Sports Photos, and the Enterprise 
was also second in Headline Writing.

Cub Reporter Benjamin Estlack 
was named as one of this year’s PPA 
Scholarship Award winners.

Carol Whitmire of the Quanah 
Tribune-Chief and Shaun and Frank 
Wink of the Panhandle Herald were 
named to the Hall of Fame this year.

PPA offi  cers for the coming 
year are President Tara Huff  of the 
Eagle Press in Fritch/Borger, Vice 
President Shane Lance of Quanah, 
Immediate Past President Tim Ritter 
of the Canyon News, and Secretary 
Roger Estlack of Clarendon. They 
are joined on the board by directors 
Jeff  Blackmon of Hereford, Shan-
non Cook of Canyon, Macee Sater 
of Groom, Suzanne Bellsnyder of 
Spearman, and Shaun Wink of Pan-
handle.

Attending this year’s Panhan-
dle Press Association convention 
from Clarendon were Roger, Ashlee, 
Benjamin, and Elaina Estlack; Tara 
Allred; and Emmalyne Roys.

City names Topliff to fi ll unexpired council seat

Mayor Jacob Fangman (left) administers the oath of offi ce to 
Alderman Christopher Topliff.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO

Enterprise wins General Excellence at PPA

Representing the Enterprise at the Panhandle Press Association Convention were Emmalyne Royes, 
Elaina Estlack Roger Estlack, Tara Allred, Ashlee Estlack, and Benjamin Estlack.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO

Hoedown raises $9.6k for H’wick fi refi ghters

Jesse Burrow and Anna Broussared stand beside their new TrailMaster Challenger 200EX, which they won at the annual Howard-
wick Hoedown last Saturday in McMorries Memorial Park. For more Hoedown photos, see our coverage on page eight. COURTESY PHOTO

Armbrust 
takes plea 
for cruelty 
to puppy

Former Clarendon animal con-
trol offi  cer Alexandra Armbrust has 
been sentenced to four years’ proba-
tion for felony animal cruelty.

Armbrust was sentenced in a 
plea agreement when the 100th Judi-
cial District Court met in Childress 
on June 26. District Attorney Luke 
Inman, along with Assistant District 
Attorney Harley Caudle, prosecuted 
the case for the State of Texas, with 
the Honorable Judge Dale Rabe, Jr., 
presiding.

Armbrust, 30, from Clarendon, 
was sentenced for the third-degree 
felony off ense of cruelty to non-live-
stock animals.

Armbrust was arrested by 
Donley County Sheriff ’s Deputy Jay 
Longan on July 26, 2024. Armbrust 
was indicted by a Donley County 
Grand Jury on June 2.

Armbrust was ordered to pay a 
$4,000 fi ne, $450 in attorney fees, 
$340 in court costs and complete 200 
hours of community service. 

While serving as animal control 
offi  cer, Armbrust killed a puppy she 
had picked up and given to a family. 
The Donley County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
investigation found that the puppy’s 
owners went to City Hall on July 25 
and paid a fee to get their pet back. 
At that time, Armbrust allegedly 
returned to the family to whom she 
had given the puppy, shot the animal 
in the head, put it in a trash bag, and 
returned to City Hall to give it to the 
owners. The city fi red her, and Arm-
brust was later taken into custody.

Armbrust went to work for the 
city in mid-April 2024 and had just 
completed her basic animal control 
training at the time of the incident.

If Armbrust’s probation is 
revoked, she faces up to 10 years in 
prison.

DHDC magic school 
explores science

For one day only, the Don 
Harrington Discovery Center will 
be turning into a renowned school 
of “wizardry,” where ticket hold-
ers will learn the science behind 
magic through themed demos and 
activities.

Follow the Don Harrington 
Discovery Center on Facebook 
and Instagram or visit dhdc.org 
for more information on their 
community programs. 

$200Single 
Copy

THIS WEEK
3 Check out this year’s 
winners of the Henson’s 
Turtle Races.
4 Rodeo and parade photo 
gallery.
6 Parade winners photo 
gallery.
8 And the Lady Broncos are 
recognized at the celebration.
All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!

www.ClarendonLive.com

Athletic physicals 
offered on July 11

Clarendon CISD athletes are 
advised that sports physicals will 
be given at Clarendon Family 
Medicine on Friday, July 11, from 
1:00-5:00 p.m. 

The cost is $35 per athlete on 
this day cash only.  No appoint-
ment is necessary. Paperwork will 
be available at the clinic.  

Physicals are required for 
all incoming seventh, ninth, and 
eleventh graders and any athlete 
who has had a major injury.

If an athlete cannot make it 
that day, parents will have to call 
for an appointment and the cost 
will be $50 for a physical.
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The 148th Saints’ Roost Cel-
ebration was one of the coolest and 
dampest in recent memory with 
gentle wind and light rain during 
the traditional bingo, parades, turtle 
races, rodeos, craft fair, and other 
activities July 3-5.

Crossties Ministries annual 
Depression Luncheon was held 
at the Lions Hall this year with a 
packed house to start the celebration, 
and the Junior Ranch Rodeo clos-
ing out the day at the COEA Arena. 
Misting rain kept things cool on and 
off  throughout the day, and then the 
cloud let loose a heavier downpour 
almost the exact same time the junior 
rodeo ended.

Friday’s Fourth of July was 
opened with more than 100 people 
fi lling the Clarendon Lions Hall 
to play Bag Bingo with 23 prizes 

ranging from coolers to tool bags 
to designer purses, ranging in value 
from about $50 to almost $600. 

A fi esta lunch was held with the 
bingo and players were encouraged 
to bring their best homemade salsa 
for a friendly taste-off . Mandi Gay 
got the most votes for the Best Salsa 
and won the sombrero, and Donna 
Roys took second and third place. 

The Clarendon Outdoor Enter-
tainment Association hosted its 
ranch rodeos on Friday and Saturday 
evenings, and those results are also 
listed in a separate article this week.

The big day of the celebration 
was Saturday, July 5, with locals 
waking up to cool but humid con-
ditions. The dampness in the air 
improved as the day went on but the 
temperatures remained tolerable.

The theme for this year’s cele-

bration “Candy Land” because life 
is sweeter in Donley County, and 
a new analytical service provided 
by the Clarendon Economic Devel-
opment Corporation estimates that 
1,700 people attended Saturday’s 
events on the square. 

The service from Placer.ai uses 
location data from mobile devices to 
analyze foot traffi  c in businesses and 
events. With the ability look back 
at historical data for six years, the 
CEDC reports this year’s celebration 
attendance was about equal to 2024 
and higher than 2023 when about 
1,400 people attended.

The Liberty Electric Kids 
Parade started things off  Saturday 
morning with three age categories 
plus a motorized division. 

Winners were as follows: 
Motorized: Daisy and Kimber Wil-

liams, fi rst; Asher, Isla, and Zaylee 
Jaramillo, second; and Paisley Jones 
and Ashlynn White, third. Ages 0-4: 
Astrid Jaramillo, fi rst; Miles Wynne, 
second; and Jenna Hall, third. Ages 
5-8: Madilyn Herndon, fi rst; Laura 
Lynn Hommel, second, and Kend-
all Danner, third. Ages 9-12: Katon 
Herdon, fi rst; Esmae Naylor, second; 
and McKinley Wilhelm, third.

In the Herring Bank Parade, 
the Clarendon High School Cheer-
leaders won the fi rst place Float, The 
Wrights had the best car/truck entry, 
best Animal entry was MR Cattle, 
Newhouse Farms had the best Trac-
tor entry, and Country Bloomers 
Flowers & Gifts had the best Other 
entry.

The Al Morrah Shrine Club 
served about 400 plates of barbecue 
this year. A portion of the proceeds 

from the annual barbecue are used in 
conjunction with the Khiva Shrine 
Temple in Amarillo to help pay for 
the transportation of kids to the Shri-
ners’ burns and crippled children’s 
hospitals.

The Clarendon Lions Club’s 
Cow Patty Bingo was won by Rus-
sell Estlack, Chris D’Costa, and 
Dyanne Johnston. 

Henson’s annual Turtle Race 
was also held Saturday afternoon 
in its traditional location at Third 
and Kearney. A total of 130 youth 
entries competed in four diff erent 
age divisions. Winning turtle jock-
eys this year were: age 0-4, Serenity 
McCord; age 5-8, Dawson Hall; age 
9-12, Alix Roberts; and age 13-16, 
Kassie Askew. Adults then competed 
in a 17 and up division, and Aula 
Betts took home that title.

Hedley host ball 
camp July 28-29

Hedley ISD is excited to 
announce its upcoming summer 
basketball camp for all incoming 
1st through 8th grade students. 
The camp will take place on July 
28 and 29, from 9:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. each day in the Hedley 
school gym.

The cost of the camp is $25 
per participant, which includes a 
camp t-shirt. Students will have 
the opportunity to work on basket-
ball fundamentals, improve their 
skills, and have fun in a support-
ive and engaging environment led 
by Coach Allen Grant and Coach 
Jonathan Hood.

In an eff ort to make the camp 
accessible to all students, trans-
portation to and from the school 
is being arranged for families 
who are unable to bring their 
children. Additionally, a scholar-
ship fund is available for students 
who wish to attend but may need 
fi nancial assistance. Parents are 
encouraged to reach out directly 
to Coach Grant if they would like 
to request support.

“We want every student 
who’s interested to have the 
opportunity to participate,” said 
Coach Grant. “This camp is a 
great way for kids to stay active, 
build confi dence, and connect 
with their teammates and school 
community.”

The registration link can be 
found at www.hedleyisd.net, and 
families are encouraged to sign up 
early. 

For more information or 
questions, contact Coach Grant at 
agrant@hedleyisd.net.

The T-2 Cattle Co. team took top honors 
at the Clarendon Outdoor Entertainment Asso-
ciation’s annual Ranch Rodeo last Friday and 
Saturday during the 148th annual Saints’ Roost 
Celebration.

T-2 Cattle’s scores beat out 19 other local 
and regional ranch rodeo teams as working 
cowboys put their skills to the test. The team 
was made up of Bronc Horn, Braydon Horn, 
Cedar Stevenson, Weston Hollowell, and Kade 
Gate.

The Circle M8 team fi nished second 
with Phillip Reynolds, Rye Reynolds, Chance 
Holcombe, and Jayde Smith; and the Hi-Lo 
team was third with Cayce Lewis, Rodey 
Wilson, Ben Crockett, Wyatt Mask, and Jaytin 
McRight.

Rye Reynolds won both the Top Hand 
and the Top Horse awards.

Ranch Rodeo event winners were Bronc 
Ride – Crocket Cattle, Stray Gathering – Cot-
tonwood Cattle, Cow Milking – Latigo Ranch, 
and Branding – T-2 Cattle Co.

COEA reported ticket sales for 1,124 
rodeo spectators this year over the three-day 
event, which was down from 1,390 who were 
ticketed at the gate last year. 

The Clarendon Economic Development 
Corporation’s new Placer.ai analytics, which 
looks at the traffi  c of mobile devices, esti-
mated that about 2,000 people attended the 
rodeos over three-days. That fi gure would 
include volunteers, participants, stock provid-
ers, sponsors, emergency personnel, and other 
people who do not need tickets to enter the 
event. Placer.ai estimates attendance this year 
was down by about 100 people compared to 
last year. According to Placer.ai, Thursday’s 

rodeo attendance was 724, Friday’s was 707, 
and Saturday’s was about 1,200.

C3 Cattle won the Junior Ranch Rodeo 
with a team comprised of Chance Anderson, 
Gunnar LeMond, Colt Mason, Reece Myers, 
and Lane Hardin. The second place team was 
High Card Ranch with Chance Anderson, 
Rankin Proffi  tt, Kain VanRyn, Karli Jones, 
and Kelby Brownlee. Third place in the junior 
rodeo went to Myers Cattle and the team of 
Reece Myers, Chance Anderson, Gunnar 
LeMond, Stetson Duncan, Colt Mason.

Top Hand winner for the Junior Ranch 
Rodeo was Kelby Brownlee, and Rankin Prof-
fi tt rode the Top Horse.

Junior Calf, Donkey, and Steer Riding 
and Mutton Bustin’ were held all three nights. 
Overall, Mutton Bustin’ champion for the 
three nights was Miles Decker. Overall Calf 

Riding Champion was J.T. Shelton, the Over-
all Donkey Rider was Asher Osborn, and Steer 
Riding champion was Rance Peeters.

Winners of the junior events were: 
July 3 – Calf Scramble – Adella Bryant, 

J.T. Shelton, and Rance Peters; Mutton Bustin’ 
– Miles Decker; Calf Riding – J.T. Shelton, 
Donkey Riding – Sterling Johnson; and Steer 
Riding – Rance Peters.

July 4 – Calf Scramble – Conner Askew, 
Brym Swartz, and Shepard Green; Mutton 
Bustin’ – Clara Bryant; Calf Riding – Stetson 
Duncan; Donkey Riding – Luke Hardin; and 
Steer Riding – Rance Peters.

July 5 – Calf Scramble – C.J. Bowers, 
Luke Thornberry, and Tripp Thompson; 
Mutton Bustin’ – Laker Gaines; Calf Riding – 
J.T. Shelton; Donkey Riding – Asher Osborn; 
and Steer Riding – Trip Thompson.

City picks 
new trash 
company

The Clarendon City Council unan-
imously approved changing its solid 
waste service from Waste Connections to 
Republic Services during a called meeting 
on June 24.

Waste Connections, which inherited 
its contract with Clarendon in 2023 when 
it bought out Diversifi ed Waste Manage-
ment, has been the subject of citizens’ 
complaints for about a year now due to 
missed pick-ups and damaged trash bins. 
Company representatives have worked 
with the city for the last several months 
trying to solve those problems while 
stating that they were losing money in 
Clarendon under the current contract.

Bids for trash service were opened at 
the June 12 regular meeting, but the city 
council decided to take up the issue at a 
called meeting so aldermen could have 
time to review both companies’ proposals.

Speaking at the June 24 meeting, 
Matthew Peterson spoke for Republic 
and gave the highlights of his company’s 
proposal. Republic would replace Clar-
endon’s fl eet of Dumpsters and follow a 
schedule of picking up residential accounts 
on Tuesday and Thursday and commercial 
accounts on Monday and Wednesday with 
a possible third day of service to help keep 
up with trash at the public school and the 
college.

Peterson also touted Republic’s com-
mitment to being involved in the commu-
nities it serves and said the company has 
the largest fl eet of trucks in the industry.

Both companies would increase their 
rates based on the Consumer Price Index 
annually. Waste Connections would also 
impose a fuel surcharge where Republic 
would not. 

Clarendon currently has a residence 
to Dumpster ratio of 4-1, where the 
industry standard is closer to 2-1. Repub-
lic based its bid on the current 4-1 ratio, 
and Waste Connections based its bid on 
moving to a 2-1 ratio. Republic represen-
tatives gave an adjusted price for a 2-1 
ratio for comparison. The city did not say 
it would pursue the 2-1 ratio but will work 
with Republic to see where consolidating 
Dumpsters might be eff ective.

Republic’s fi ve-year contract with the 
city will begin October 1.

Cool, wet weather marks 148th celebration

T-2 Cattle Company wins COEA Ranch Rodeo

Hold on tight!
Kinze Zongker clings to a sheep during the Mutton Bustin’ event last Saturday night at the COEA Ranch Rodeo as part of the 
148th annual Saints’ Roost Celebration. See more celebration photos inside this week’s Enterprise. ENTERPRISE PHOTO

4-H Club soliciting 
gifts card donations

The Donley County 4-H 
Club is holding a gift card drive 
for fl ood victims in the Texas Hill 
Country.

Donations are being sought 
for gift cards to Wal-Mart, Home 
Depot, Lowe’s, and regular Visa 
gift cards. 

If you would like to help out, 
give your gift card to any 4-H 
member or you can take them to 
the County Extension offi  ce at the 
Donley County Activity Center 
on State Highwy 70 North by 
Friday morning.
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Tax hearings set for 
local governments

August brings opportuni-
ties for citizens to get involved 
in their local governments with 
public hearings set for tax rates 
and budgets.

The City of Clarendon will 
hold its budget hearing on Sep-
tember 4 at 5:30 p.m. and a tax 
hearing at 5:00 p.m. on Septem-
ber 11. 

The City of Hedley will hold 
a tax hearing on September 11 at 
7 p.m. at City Hall.

The Donley Appraisal Dis-
trict will hold its budget hearing 
on September 9 at 7 p.m. at 304 
S. Kearney.

City to host open 
government class

The City of Clarendon will 
host and seminar on the Texas 
Open Meetings Act and Texas 
Open Records Act on September 
18 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Bairfi eld Activity Center.

The city is inviting all local 
elected offi  cials as well as the 
general public. The seminar is 
free, but the city would appreciate 
a $25 donation to help cover the 
cost of the training. Those inter-
ested in attending are asked to 
RSVP to City Secretary Machiel 
Covey by September 12 at 806-
874-3438.

Hundreds 
expected for
homecoming 
celebration

It’s going to be a big night in 
Clarendon this Saturday, September 6, 
as hundreds of CHS alumni are expected 
to gather for an all-school reunion in the 
culmination of the 2025 homecoming fes-
tivities.

Reneé Mott reported Tuesday that 
she turned in a total of 296 to the caterer 
for Saturday’s barbecue. That represents 
people who pre-paid for the meal and is 
not all inclusive of everyone who will be 
in town for homecoming or will likely still 
come downtown for music and fellowship.

The event was the idea of the late 
Tommy Hill, Class of 1974, and a commit-
tee led by Mott, Virginia Patten, and others 
have made it a reality with plans for fun 
over a three-day period, September 4-6.

The Sandell Drive-In will kick things 
off  Thursday night with a special screen-
ing of Grease. The show starts at dusk. 
Admission will be free, and the Sandell’s 
famous hamburgers and full concessions 
will be available.

Friday’s activities begin that morning 
with golf at the Clarendon Country Club. 
“Friday Golf” at the club, $15 per person 
gets green fees and a cart. Tee time is 10 
a.m. For more golf information, call Tim 
Brown at 806-662-1184.

The new downtown event center The 
Roost will be the location for much of the 
reunion activities. Located in the former 
Cowboy Church (or the former Eads Fur-
niture building for earlier graduates) in the 
200 block of S. Kearney, The Roost will 
be open at 11 a.m. Friday for visiting and 
snacks, and alumni are welcome to hang 
out there anytime over the weekend. For 
those who ordered the alumni t-shirts, 
those will be available at lunch at The 
Roost.

The Homecoming Pep Rally will be 
at 2:30 p.m. at the Bronco Gym. The Colt 
Parents’ Mexican Pile-On will be from 5 
to 7 p.m. at the school cafeteria for $10 
per plate. Charcuterie and Sloppy Joes 
will also be available before and after the 
game at The Roost. The Broncos will take 
on Sanford-Fritch at 7:30.

A Fifth Quarter will follow the game 
at The Roost with deejay music, snacks, 
and BYOB.

Saturday the Roost will open at 8 
a.m. with donuts and coff ee. JD’s Food 
Truck will be on site for breakfast burri-
tos and lunch. Stocking Ice Cream Parlor 
will also be open Saturday afternoon and 
evening. The Donley County Courthouse 
and the Saints’ Roost Museum will also be 
open for tours.

The Clarendon Chamber of Com-
merce will host a Sip & Shop tour starting 
at 1:30 p.m. Clarendon College buses will 
be available to take shoppers to local busi-
nesses for sipping and shopping. A sign-up 
form is available at ClarendonTx.com for 
those interested. There is no charge, but 
seating is limited on the buses. The Sip & 
Shop route will start at the Whistle-Stop 
followed by Floatin’ T Boutique, and Cor-
nell’s Country Store before going back 
downtown to visit Henson’s, Every Nook 
& Cranny, and Ramblin’ Ranch.

The Mulkey Theatre will hold a mat-
inee show of Jaws at 2 p.m. with a special 
$5 admission price., and a Dessert Bar will 
be available at The Roost starting at 3 p.m.

The Homecoming Supper will be 
catered by Dyers BBQ Saturday night 
with serving to begin at 7 p.m. and live 
music on Kearney Street by “Just In 
Time.” REFZ Sports Bar & Grill will pro-
vide a mobile full-service bar at the event 
starting at 6:30 p.m. Pre-payment was 
required for the barbecue. A few plates 
will be available, but only on a fi rst come, 
fi rst served basis after ticket holders. 

Blood drive to be 
held next Thursday

Coff ee Memorial Blood 
Center and Clarendon High 
School will host a Community 
Blood Drive to help save lives 
on Thursday, September 11, from 
1:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Every donor will receive a 
glow-in-the-dark Wicked T-shirt 
and a free bundtlet from Nothing 
Bundt Cakes (while supplies last).

Each donation makes a pow-
erful diff erence; one pint can save 
up to three lives.

To book an appointment for 
donating blood, call 877-340-
8777 or visit obi.org.

Hedley barbecue to 
be held Thursday

The Hedley Lions Club’s 
annual Chicken Barbecue will be 
held Thursday, September 4, at 
the Hedley Park starting at 6 p.m.

Plates are $10 each and 
includes barbecue chicken, potato 
salad, beans, and tea. To purchase 
advance tickets, call Michael 
Metcalf at 806-205-0064. Tickets 
will also be available at the event.

Governor Greg Abbott cele-
brated the implementation of sev-
eral landmark bills passed during 
the 89th Regular Legislative Ses-
sion that went into eff ect Septem-
ber 1. 

These laws refl ect several 
legislative priorities the Governor 
worked closely with members of 
the House and Senate to pass and 
sign into law. 

“This session will be remem-
bered as one of the most conse-
quential in Texas history,” said 
Governor Abbott. “We made bold 
promises to the people of Texas 
– to secure the border and keep 
Texans safe, to defend freedom, 

life and property rights, and to 
ensure every child has access to 
a great education. And we deliv-
ered. Today, Texans will realize 
the results of many of these prom-
ises. The laws we passed refl ect 
our values: safer communities, 
stronger schools, and a future built 
on freedom, faith, and hard work.”

Starting today, September 1, 
key new laws will go into eff ect 
across the state, including:

Senate Bill 2 - School Choice 
- establishes an Education Sav-
ings Account program allowing 
eligible students to direct fund-
ing toward their choice of preap-
proved educational providers and 

services such as private school tui-
tion, instructional materials, and 
educational therapies. With $1 bil-
lion in funding for the 2026-2027 
school year, the program will be 
the largest day-one launch in the 
country.

House Bill 2 - provides a 
record $8.5 billion in new funding 
for public education and a historic 
$4 billion for teacher and staff  pay 
raises.

House Bill 120 - expansion 
of Career Training - aligns edu-
cation with workforce needs and 
expands programs in high schools 
and technical colleges for trades 
like welding, plumbing, and elec-

trical work.
Senate Bill 10 requires the 

display of the Ten Command-
ments in every public elementary 
and secondary school classroom 
beginning with the 2025–2026 
school year.

Senate Bill 12 - the Parents’ 
Bill of Rights - strengthens paren-
tal rights by banning DEI hiring 
and training, requiring sex edu-
cation to be “opt in,” prohibiting 
harmful gender ideology in K–12 
schools, enforcing biological 
sex in sports (“No boys in girls’ 
sports”), protecting parents’ rights 
in directing their child’s upbring-

Bronco Royalty
Clarendon High School seniors Madi Benson, Gracie Ellis, Elliot Frausto, and Kenidee Hays were announced as the 2025 
Homecoming Candidates during last Friday’s pep rally. This year’s homecoming queen will be crowned during halftime cere-
monies Friday night in Bronco Stadium when Clarendon takes on Sanford-Fritch.  CISD PHOTO BY ADELITA ELAM

Abbott touts Texas’ newest state laws

Standard Bearers
Clarendon Lions Anndria Newhouse and Lauren Graves place fl ags on Kearney Street last week ahead of the Labor Day week-
end as part of the club’s fl ag service for local businesses.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO

See ‘New Laws’ on page 4.
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Chamber annual 
meeting set Nov. 17

The Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce will hold its annual 
membership meeting at 6 p.m. 
on Monday, November 17, at the 
Mulkey Theatre. Refreshments 
will be served, and the agenda 
will include an update on Cham-
ber activities as well as the annual 
election of board members.

Thanksgiving service 
planned Nov. 23

The Donley County Min-
isterial Announce will hold its 
annual community Thanksgiv-
ing worship service on Sunday, 
November 23, at the Clarendon 
Methodist Church. 

The service will start at 6 
p.m. and Community Fellowship 
Church pastor Larry Capranica 
will deliver the message. 

An off ering will be taken to 
support the mission of the Minis-
terial Alliance.

Methodists to host 
bazaar this month

The Clarendon Methodist 
Church will hold its Fall Bazaar 
on Sunday, November 23, from 
noon to 6 p.m.

Activities will include bingo 
(from 1:30 to 3:30), a bake sale, 
vendors, handmade crafts, a silent 
auction, and Christmas tree raffl  e. 
Concessions will include chili, 
taco soup, Frito pie, caramel 
apples, and sweet treats.

Clarendon man dies 
following accident

A single vehicle accident in 
Armstrong County took the life 
of a Clarendon man last Tuesday 
afternoon, November 4.

Christopher Brown, age 47, 
was traveling eastbound on US 
287 when his 2016 Dodge Ram 
1500 left the roadway near CR 30 
close to the Donley County line 
and struck a utility pole, accord-
ing to the Texas Department of 
Public Safety. Brown was wear-
ing a seat belt during the accident.

Brown was transported by 
ambulance to Amarillo Northwest 
Texas Hospital, where he passed 
away.

Family friends told the 
Enterprise that family members 
were told Brown had a medi-
cal incident, specifi cally a heart 
attack, which caused the accident.

‘We did it together’
Kenny King says town shares his honor

Local man 
facing new 
felony charge

A Clarendon man is in the 
Donley County Jail this week, 
charged with a second crime after 
being arrested earlier this year for 
sexual assault. 

Jacquaviyon Brown is facing a 
charge of Burglary of a Habitation, 
a second-degree felony, after he 
allegedly broke into the home of a 
Clarendon woman on November 2, 
according to Donley County Sheriff  
Butch Blackburn.

Brown, age 21, turned himself 
in on November 3 and was arraigned 
by Justice of the Peace Sarah Hatley 
on November 4.

He was originally arrested 
on April 13 for the sexual assault 
off ense which allegedly occurred on 
April 6. Following that arrest, Brown 
was released on $20,000 bond.

In a court hearing on Novem-
ber 7, District Judge Dale Rabe reset 
Brown’s original bond to $250,000 
cash and also set a second bond of 
$250,000 for the new charge.

City hits 
new high  
sales tax 
revenue

Clarendon’s sales tax revenue 
hit a new all-time monthly high last 
week when Acting Texas Comptrol-
ler Kelly Hancock delivered Novem-
ber allocations to local governments.

The city received $65,375.62 
for the month, which is up 22.07 per-
cent compared to last November’s 
allocation of $52,736.12. That’s the 
highest revenue for November and 
the highest of any month in the city’s 
history.

The previous record was set 
in November 2023, when the city 
received $61,362.03.

The November boost pushes 
the city’s calendar year-to-date total 
$519,952.11, an increase of 9.91 per-
cent compared to this point in 2024.

Hedley and Howardwick were 
both down for the month. 

Hedley’s allocation of 
$1,619.15 was a drop of 62.85 per-
cent and pulls that city’s year-to-
date total down 18.25 percent to 
$14,080.83. 

Howardwick was down 17.71 
percent at $1,619.15 for the month 
but is still up 10.14 on the year-to-
date at $21,338.31.

Donley County Assistance 
District One, still in its fi rst year of 
collections in the corporate limits of 
Howardwick to support county law 
enforcement, brought in  $1,213.25 
for the month and is now sitting at 
$14,092.42 for the year-to-date.

Claude and Memphis also 
posted big gains this month with 
growth of 45.29 percent and 49.83 
percent respectively for monthly rev-
enue of $41,766.15 and $67,482.92.

Statewide, Hancock delivered 
$1.3 billion in local sales tax allo-
cations for November, 6.4 percent 
more than in November 2024.

These allocations are based on 
sales made in September by busi-
nesses that report tax monthly and 
on sales made in July, August and 
September by quarterly fi lers.

By Roger Estlack, 
Clarendon Enterprise

Maroon letters now spell out 
“Kenny King Field” on the grass of 
Bronco Stadium, but the man who 
put Clarendon on the map with two 
Super Bowl championships says the 
honor is not solely his – it belongs 
to the community. 

The formal naming ceremony 
came during halftime of Clarendon 
High School’s game with Quanah 
last Friday. It was a day fi lled with 
memories, a pep rally speech by 
King, hundreds of autographs, and 
a Bronco victory that propelled his 
alma mater to the playoff s. On Sat-
urday, King refl ected on what the 
naming of the fi eld means to him.

“A lot of people said they’re 
happy for me and proud of me,” 
King said, “but it’s not just me. It’s 
us. That’s why I wanted my friends 
and family and classmates with me 
last night. Without them, there is no 
Kenny King… or Kenneth King.”

He said the full impact of the 
event probably won’t hit him until 
he’s home on his patio with a cigar 
and some Buff alo Trace.

“For everybody that came last 
night, it meant so much,” King said. 
“So many people made it possible, 
so many friends, and my wife, 
Wanda.”

The admiration and respect 
today’s Broncos had for Clarendon’s 
former #35 was evident before the 
game and off  the fi eld, and King 
loved watching the boys play on his 
old stomping grounds.

“Those kids played their hearts 
out,” King said. “I had some con-
versations with a couple of them, 
the kind Gene Upshaw had with 
me as a rookie. It was words said 
in gentle manner that such that you 
want to listen.”

King said the Broncos will 
themselves to win and that he was 
proud of them and their coaches. 

“I saw bees swarming. They 
group tackled. They were on fi re. 
Thank you to the Clarendon Bron-
cos for making my night special.”

In high school, King was 
known for his speed and strength as 
a running back. He was part of the 
1972 Broncho team that reached the 
state fi nals before he graduated in 
1975. Barry Switzer recruited him 

to the University of Oklahoma. 
His father wanted him to take an 
off er from Texas A&M, but King 
said believed from OU he could go 
to the next level. In 1979, he was 
drafted by the Houston Oilers and 
then joined the Oakland Raiders 
the following year. He set a record 
in Super Bowl XV, catching an 
80-yard touchdown pass, to help 
beat Philadelphia, and then got 
another Super Bowl victory in 
1984.

It’s an impressive resume for 
a kid from a little town in the Texas 
Panhandle, but King says he owes 
it all to the sacrifi ces of his late 
parents – Walter and Louisa King – 
and some really good coaches and 
teachers in Clarendon.

“My mother, everybody loved 
Louisa King,” he said. “She never 
went to a game. She would sit 
outside that east gate and see what 
she could but wouldn’t go inside 
because of her religion. She came 
to New Orleans for the Super Bowl 
but stayed at the hotel. Her pastor 
would tell her it was okay, but she 
had her convictions.”

Mentorships in school started 

in P.E. classes and continued 
through the years.

“Coach Pete Bromley treated 
everybody fairly – boys and girls,” 
King recalled of junior high. “I was 
4’11” and 116 pounds in the eighth 
grade as a starting halfback. I was 
aloof in a game against Claude, 
and he moved me back to third 
string and put two seventh graders 
ahead of me. He eventually put 
me back in the game, and I never 
looked back.”

Coaches like Jack Hall, Clyde 
Noonkester, and Jeff  Walker made 
an impact as well.

“I was ‘coached,’ and that 
makes a diff erence in a player’s 
life,” he said.

Clarendon, King said, is a 
place of great leaders and great 
teachers.

“Mrs. (Claudine) Todd was by 
far my favorite. She was so good to 
me, and Mrs. Stave (Jean Staven-
hagen) was the other favorite,” 
King said. “I was very arrogant as 
a senior, but they would reel me in 
and not let me get away with it.”

Going to OU was a diff erent 
kind of football and led to new 

challenges but also more opportu-
nities. And after his football career, 
he still had people who infl uenced 
him, specifi cally Dino Colantori, 
who was his fi rst manager at UPS. 
Through it all, he kept Clarendon 
and friends, family, and mentors 
in mind.

“The trials, the tribulations, 
people don’t know,” King said. 
“I didn’t want my hometown to 
fail. Anything I did refl ected on 
Clarendon and impacted my family 
and friends. I would party, but I 
would never allow myself to get 
involved in bad situations.”

King said he had the right 
foundation and support, and he 
tried to maintain a level of success 
in professional sports and later in 
the corporate world because he felt 
it refl ected back on his hometown.

Now, three years into his 
retirement, King is truly grateful 
for his life and for what Clarendon 
has done for him.

“It’s my name on the fi eld, 
but we did it together,” he said. 
“Clarendon, Texas, I love you. 
Thank you for being my friend. I 
will be back.”

The Clarendon Broncos listen as Kenny King addresses the pep rally last Friday afternoon.  ENTERPRISE PHOTO

Top Photo: The Clarendon High School Class of 1975 joins Kenny King on the fi eld named in 
his honor. Left Photo: Former OU and Oakland Raider teammate George Cumby, El-Ray King, 
Kenny King, and Wanda King. Right Photo: Kenny King reads the sign in Bronco Stadium that now 
honors his career.  See ClarendonLive.com for more photos from Friday night. ENTERPRISE PHOTOS
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Spookfest 25′ to be 
downtown Nov. 1

Spookfest ‘25 will be a fun-
fi lled evening of trunk-or-treating, 
games, food, and fun downtown 
on Saturday, November 1 from 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

The Mulkey Theatre Trunk 
or Treat will start at 5 p.m. along 
with games and activities hosted 
by local organizations. Those 
interested in have a trunk or activ-
ity must call the Visitor Center at 
806-874-2421 by Friday, October 
24, at noon to reserve space.

Registration for the Chamber 
costume contest will be in front 
of the Visitor Center from 5:00 
to 6:00. Robertson Funeral Direc-
tors will sponsor a free movie at 
the Mulkey, Casper the Friendly 
Ghost, at 7:00 p.m.

H'wick Trunk or 
Treat to be Oct. 31

Howardwick will host a 
Trunk or Treat on Halloween, 
October 31, at 7 p.m. in McMor-
ries Memorial Park.

The public is invited to come 
and hand out candy. Citizens can 
also drop off  candy at City Hall 
for the kids.
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Subscriptions
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Phase 1 of bridge 
nears completion

The bridge replacement 
project on US 287 in Clarendon 
is nearing the end of Phase One, 
according to offi  cials with the 
TxDOT Childress District.

The box and subgrade work 
is complete as of last week, and 
the contractor was anticipating 
the curb and gutter work would be 
completed by the end of last week 
with sidewalks being complete 
this week.

TxDOT says the plan is to 
begin pouring the concrete pave-
ment by the week of October 
20 with an anticipated date of 
moving to phase two the end of 
November.

Hedley hosted its 73rd Cotton 
Festival last Friday and Saturday, 
October 10 and 11, with a large 
crowd from nearby communities 
and lots of activities this year.

Organizers were pleased with 
the event which drew about 20 ven-

dors in addition to food trucks and 
other forms of entertainment. An 
alumni reunion at the Hedley school 
was also well attended Saturday.

Several drawings were held to 
raise funds for local organizations. 
The Cotton Bale raffl  ed off  by the 

Lions Club was won by Jean Taylor, 
and Debbie Kennedy won the 50/50 
raffl  e to support the Hedley Volun-
teer Fire Department.

The Hedley Senior Citizens 
held three drawings. Nathan Floyd 
won that 50/50 pot, Tom Heck won 

the Henry riffl  e, and Kerry Cartrite 
won the drawing for the shotgun. 

Bingo games were well 
attended for the benefi t of the 
Hedley FFA, and the kids parade 
and big parade drew several partici-
pants as well. Program will 

focus on drug 
awareness

UMC Needs Outreach will 
present a community program on the 
dangers of illicit drugs and synthetic 
substances Monday, October 20, at 
the Mulkey Theatre at 6 p.m.

This event is open to the entire 
community, and school offi  cials 
encourage parents to attend the 
session, as all junior high and high 
school students will have the oppor-
tunity to attend the same presenta-
tion the following day.  

This is a valuable opportunity 
to learn, prepare, and begin mean-
ingful conversations with your chil-
dren about the risks of vaping and 
drug use.

The program presented by 
Charlie Nichols, MSN, RN, will 
equip individuals with knowledge 
about these substances and their 
consequences and off er guidance 
to those who may be in need. Sub-
stances covered will include fen-
tanyl, vaping, synthetic marijuana, 
and fl akka. 

This program is being spon-
sored by the Clarendon CISD HI-5 
Engagement Committee. Free child-
care will be available during the 
Mulkey presentation, provided by 
Clarendon High School students in 
the foyer of the Bronco Gym.

For information, contact Jen 
Bellar at CCISD at 806-310-7220.

Owl nominees
Hedley High School has announced its candidates for Homecoming King and Queen (top) Damien Alston, Josue Prieto, Payton 
Inman, Takoda Edwards, (bottom) Lillie McCleskey, Shailyn Hanes, Maddie Moore, and Adriana Villareal. Coronation ceremonies 
will be held at 6:30 p.m., Friday, October 17, at Memorial Field.  HEDLEY YEARBOOK

Clarendon 
sales tax 
sets record

The City of Clarendon received 
its highest October sales tax reve-
nue when Acting Comptroller Kelly 
Hancock distributed allocations to 
local cities last week.

Clarendon’s revenue of 
$40,621.12 set a new bar for the 
month, beating the previous record 
set last October by 3.57 percent.  For 
the calendar year-to-date, Clarendon 
is now up 8.39 percent with total 
sales tax revenues of $455,576.49.

Hedley was off  35.71 percent 
this month with an allocation of 
$821.50 and is now down for the 
year 3.14 percent at $12,461.68.

Howardwick was down 23.96 
percent for October to $1,764.89 but 
remains ahead 13.42 percent for the 
calendar year-to-date with revenues 
of $19,612.57.

Donley County Assistance 
District 1, still in its fi rst year of 
sales tax collections to support 
law enforcement in Howardwick, 
brought in $1,144.63 for the month, 
pushing its total for the year-to-date 
to $12,879.17.

The City of Memphis saw a 
slight increase this October, up 4.6 
percent to $30,420.83, nudging that 
city’s year-to-date collections up 
1.39 percent to $325,778.71.

Boosted by nearby datacen-
ter construction, Claude sales tax 
revenues are up 56.33 percent at 
$46,712.36 compared to $29,082.24 
a year ago with the year-to-date 
fi gure up almost 21 percent at 
$242,901.05.

Statewide, Hancock distributed 
$1.1 billion in local sales tax alloca-
tions for October, 3.9 percent more 
than in October 2024. These allo-
cations are based on sales made in 
August by businesses that report tax 
monthly.

73rd Cotton Festival draws crowd

Danlin Avila rides with Delaney and Jetson Chambless during the 73rd Hedley Cotton Festival Parade last Saturday. The event drew 
several attendees from nearby communities with parades, vendors, games, food, raffl es, and more. For more photos from the fes-
tival, see page three of this week's Enterprise. ENTERPRISE PHOTO / MANDI GAY

Health Fair to be 
held at BAC Oct. 23

The Donley County Health 
Fair will be held Thursday, Octo-
ber 23, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. at the Clarendon College 
Bairfi eld Activity Center.

This year’s health fair will 
include fl u shots, blood screenings 
(fasting), blood pressure checks, 
STI screenings and treatment, and 
lots of health care resources from 
a variety of providers.

For more information, call 
the Extension at 806-874-2141.

The Year In Review
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Local man faces 
felony gun charge

A Howardwick man’s case was 
one of 13 heard by the district court 
on Tuesday, December 12, when it 
met in Carson County.

District Attorney Luke Inman, 
along with Assistant District Attor-
ney Harley Caudle, prosecuted the 
cases for the State of Texas, with 
the Honorable Judge Stuart Messer 
presiding by assignment.

Ricky Wayne Caughey, 56, 
from Howardwick, was placed on 
six years’ probation for the third-
degree felony offense of deadly 
conduct discharging a firearm.

January 8, 2025

Tickets fly for Jan. 31 
Weathers concert

Tickets are almost gone for the 
Josh Weathers concert to be held 
Friday, January 31, at the Mulkey 
Theatre.

Online sales opened for the 
event last Friday, January 3, shortly 
after 8 a.m. and VIP tickets sold 
out within ten minutes with seat-
ing allocated for general admission 
selling out by the end of the day.

Mulkey officials announced 
Monday evening that additional 
general admission seats had opened 
up for the event, but only a handful 
remained available as the Enterprise 
went to press Tuesday evening.

January 15, 2025

Harper, Shaw win 
beef division at show

The 2025 Donley County 
Junior Livestock Show was held 
last Saturday, January 11, at the 
Donley County Activity Center 
with Trigg Harper and Kate Shaw 
winning the beef division.

Harper showed the Grand 
Champion Steer, and Shaw exhib-
ited the Grand Champion Heifer.

Other top winners were 
Gracie Ellis and her Grand Cham-
pion Sheep, Addelay Snure and 
her Grand Champion Goat, and 
Addison Havens with the Grand 
Champion Gilt as well as the Grand 
Champion Barrow.

Reserve Champion honors 
went to Grant Haynes, steer; Caitin 
Ehlert, heifer; Elliot Robertson, 
sheep; Emily McCurdy, goat; Jaxon 
Robertson, gilt; and Maloree Wann, 
barrow.

Fifty-six youth from the 
Donley County 4-H and the 
Clarendon and Hedley chapters of 
the FFA exhibited their animals last 
weekend. That’s up from 47 who 
competed last year.

January 20, 2025

HISD temporarily 
closed due to illness

Hedley CISD will be closing 
Tuesday and Wednesday, January 
21 and 22, due to widespread illness 
among the student body and staff.

Superintendent Tracey Lang-
ford made the announcement online 
Monday morning and said the clo-
sure is intended to allow staff and 
students time to recover. During 
this time, the school will remain 
closed while janitorial staff thor-
oughly disinfect the building. 

The Hedley school was open 
Monday, but a school official told 
the Enterprise the absentee rate for 
the day was at or above 50 percent.

January 22, 2025

Revitalization bid 
comes in low

Clarendon’s efforts to revital-
ize downtown may take a giant leap 
forward following information pre-
sented at the City Council meeting 
last Thursday, January 16.

The work on the 100 block of 
Kearney Street was completed just 
over a year ago with improvements 
in the 200 block expected to begin 
this year under a new grant fol-
lowed in about two years by a third 
round in the 300 block.

However, after opening bids 
for work on the 200 block of Kear-
ney, the low bid of AAJ Concrete 
came in at $300,000, which is 
$200,000 less than the funds avail-
able for the project.

City Administrator Brian Bar-
boza said $500,000 was available 

for the project. Most of that money 
is grant funds with the city adding a 
match of $98,000.

Aldermen agreed that the city 
should seize the opportunity to 
finish downtown revitalization on 
Kearney Street in this upcoming 
work. The council voted to accept 
AAJ Concrete’s bid, and the city 
will solicit another bid for work in 
the 300 block.

January 22, 2025

Former Hedley city 
secretary sentenced

Former Hedley city secretary 
Kim Gossman has accepted a plea 
agreement in the 100th Judicial Dis-
trict Court related to misappropria-
tion of city funds in 2022.

According to the terms of the 
agreement filed last week in the 
Donley County Clerk’s Office, Gos-
sman, identified in court documents 
as Kimberly Sims, was placed on 
three years of deferred adjudication 
community supervision for the third 
degree felony of Theft by a Public 
Servant for an offense that occurred 
on July 28, 2022.

Gossman must pay a $500 fine 
and $290 in court costs and resti-
tution to the City of Hedley in the 
amount of $15,000. If her probation 
is adjudicated, Sims faces up to 10 
years in prison.

January 30, 2025

Donley County man 
sentenced for felony

One Donley County case was 
among three heard by the 100th 
Judicial District Court when it met 
in Childress County January 14.

District Attorney Luke Inman, 
along with Assistant District Attor-
ney Harley Caudle, prosecuted the 
cases for the State of Texas, with 
the Honorable Judge Dale Rabe 
presiding.

Donny Lee Fair, 53, from 
Clarendon, was sentenced to 31 
years in prison for the third-degree 
felony offense of failure to comply 
with sex offender registration 
enhanced to a first-degree felony, 
that occurred in Donley County on 
July 17, 2022.

Fair was originally placed on 
probation for the offense on Decem-
ber 14, 2023. On August 22, 2024, 
the State filed its motion requesting 
the Court to revoke Fair’s proba-
tion, alleging 19 violations of his 
conditions of probation.

February 5, 2025

CC athletes earn 
academic honors

Clarendon College announced 
this week that the Bulldog Athlet-
ics program had a tremendous aca-
demic semester after the Western 
Junior College Athletic Conference 
(WJCAC) released Fall 2024 all-
conference selections.

All-Conference awards are 
designated at two levels, with the 
First Team recipients obtaining a 
3.65-4.00 grade point average. This 
academic success is a testament to 
the college’s commitment to aca-
demic excellence. Students with a 
Fall GPA of 3.25-3.64 are named 
to the Second Team All-Conference 
list.

The Bulldogs had 73 student-
athletes named to the First Team 
WJCAC All-Conference Team and 
43 named to the Second Team. The 
116 students represent students in 
the athletics program across seven 
sports.

Each of the seven programs at 
CC had at least five student-athletes 
who showcased impressive aca-
demic success this semester.

February 5, 2025

Immigration officials 
pick up seven here

An alleged cry for help 
resulted in an immigration round-
up in Clarendon Saturday.

Donley County Sheriff Butch 
Blackburn said his office received 
a call February 1 of a 19-year-old 
female who had come into the office 
of the Western Skies Motel, claim-
ing she was being trafficked while 
traveling with a male and female 
person. She claimed their vehicle 
had broken down and while the 
other two were dealing with the 

vehicle, she had escaped.
Blackburn said further investi-

gation revealed the woman was part 
of a group of seven, who were trav-
eling in a vehicle that had indeed 
broken down. She and four others 
were illegal immigrants, and two 
people were involved in transport-
ing the illegal immigrants.

“She just wanted out and away 
from them,” Blackburn said.

February 14, 2025

Jackson bill exempts 
wildfire relief from tax

Congressman Ronny Jack-
son (TX-13) and Senator Ted Cruz 
(R-TX) last week reintroduced the 
Wildfire Victim Tax Relief and 
Recovery Act. This legislation 
would exempt any income indi-
viduals received for fire relief from 
their overall tax burden, ensuring 
individuals and agricultural produc-
ers can focus on recovering from 
the wildfires that ravaged the Texas 
Panhandle last year.

Sen. Cruz sponsored a com-
panion bill in the US Senate.

February 21, 2025

City move ahead on 
sidewalk project

The Clarendon City Council 
approved several action items last 
Thursday, February 12, to move 
downtown revitalization along in 
the 200 block of S. Kearney.

The project will install new 
sidewalks and streelighting like was 
done last year in the 100 block.

With the grant funds approved 
and a bid accepted, the council took 
care of several housekeeping items 
to meet the requirements of the 
grant.

February 26, 2025

County assistance 
district on May ballot

Donley County will again as 
rural residents to adopt a sales tax 
to help fund local law enforcement 
following action taken at the Janu-
ary meeting of county commission-
ers.

If approved by rural voters, 
Donley County Assistance District 
#2 would levy a two percent sales 
tax on sales outside of the cities of 
Clarendon, Hedley, and Howard-
wick with the proceeds going to 
benefit the Donley County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Voters in the unincorporated 
areas of the county will have their 
say on the matter on May 3.

March 6, 2025

CC spring enrollment 
shows growth

Clarendon College’s spring 
enrollment is up 4.6 percent com-
pared to this time a year ago.

Following the census date on 
February 5 after the first 12 days of 
spring classes, CC was up 62 stu-
dents total with a student headcount 
of 1,411 in all locations compared 
to 1,349 in spring 2024.

The Clarendon campus is up 
5.0 percent at 273, which is above 
2024’s enrollment of 260.

March 6, 2025

McAnear wins 
Sts. Roost Award

The Clarendon Chamber of 
Commerce recognized Pat McA-
near with the 2024 Saints’ Roost 
Award for her lifetime of service 
and commitment to the community 
during the annual Chamber Awards 
Banquet last Thursday, February 
27.

REFZ Sports Bar & Grill was 
named the Business of the Year, and 
the Crossties Ministry was named 
the Volunteer Organization of the 
Year.

Youth awards went to Lauren 
Ceniceros and Ben Estlack of 
Clarendon High School and Taylee 
Ehlert and Javier Valles of Hedley 
High School.

March 12, 2025

Railroad crossing 
upgrades to begin

Local officials have been 
notified that 25 railroad crossings 
throughout Donley County will 
be upgraded in the coming weeks, 

which will prompt temporary road 
closures all along the BNSF rail 
line.

County Judge John Howard 
said his understanding is the will 
focus on making the space between 
the tracks concrete at the cross-
ings so they are safer for vehicles 
to cross and also easier to maintain.

According to information dis-
tributed by Nathan Drake of Road-
Safe Traffic Systems, a contractor 
that will be setting up barricades 
during the work, the project will 
begin on or about March 23 begin-
ning with crossings being closed at 
CR Z and CR 28 on the east side of 
the county. The final crossing work 
will be done on County Road 1 on 
or about April 30.

March 19, 2025

City council raises 
awareness of abuse

Mayor Jacob Fangman 
declared April as Child Abuse 
Prevention Month in the City of 
Clarendon during last Thursday’s 
regular city council meeting.

In fiscal year 2024, the Texas 
Department of Family & Protective 
Services confirmed 61,062 victims 
of child abuse or neglect, includ-
ing 185 in Donley, Gray, Hansford, 
Hemphill, Lipscomb, Ochiltree, 
Roberts, and Wheeler Counties, 
according to the proclamation.

March 26, 2025

CC contest expects 
2,800 contestants

It will be a busy day in 
Clarendon this Saturday, March 29, 
when the annual Clarendon College 
Invitational Judging Contest dou-
bles the community’s population 
with participants from far and wide.

As of Tuesday, 2,801 contes-
tants were registered for the event, 
which is the biggest single event 
held each year in the city. The con-
test regularly attracts high school 
FFA students and 4-H students from 
around Texas and nearby states.

The number of registrations 
doesn’t include the hundreds of 
parents and coaches who accom-
pany the students to the contest, 
pushing the total attendance for the 
day close to 3,000. According to the 
2020 US Census, Clarendon has a 
population of 1,877.

April 3, 2025

Clarendon, Hedley to 
review drought rules

Clarendon and Hedley city 
councils will be reviewing and 
updating their policies next week 
in preparation for going into Stage 
4 of their Drought Contingency 
Plans.

Greenbelt Municipal & Indus-
trial Water Authority notified its 
members cities last week that the 
Greenbelt Board of Directors voted 
March 18 to go into the authority’s 
Drought Contingency Plan Stage 4.

In the letter to member cities, 
Greenbelt General Manager Bobbie 
Kidd said the trigger for enter-
ing Stage 4 is when the reservoir 
reaches an elevation of 2615 feet 
above sea level.

The lake was at 2614.67 at 
the time of the letter. As of Tues-
day afternoon, Greenbelt was at 
2614.55 feet above sea level.

“The Board and I have seri-
ous concerns about the availability 
of surface water from the reservoir 
without some really substantial 
rainfall this spring and summer,” 
Kidd wrote.

April 4, 2025

Wampler leaving 
CISD for River Road

Clarendon CISD Athletic 
Director Aaron Wampler confirmed 
Friday afternoon that he is resigning 
and taking a new position at River 
Road ISD.

Wampler said his hiring will 
be confirmed by the River Road 
school board on Monday and then 
he will start his duties there as 
athletic director and head football 
coach on Tuesday following a press 
conference.

Clarendon, Wampler said, has 
always been very welcoming to his 
family and he likes the solid people 
of the community.

“We have enjoyed our time 

here and have been very happy 
here,” he said. “This has been a 
very supportive community, and I 
appreciate the buy-in and the char-
acter and the hard work of the kids 
here.”

April 9, 2025

Greenbelt well field 
work gets underway

Work is expected to begin 
next week on an $18 million proj-
ect that will bring new groundwater 
resources to Greenbelt Municipal & 
Industrial Water Authority.

Following a preconstruction 
meeting last week, Greenbelt Gen-
eral Manager Bobbie Kidd told 
the Enterprise he expects dirt work 
to begin on Monday, building the 
roads and clearing well sites to 
access 2,800 acres of groundwater 
in northern Donley County.

Kidd said dirt work may take 
up to 45 days and then the well 
driller has up to 190 days. Other 
work also has to be completed to 
make the project a reality, including 
construction by Greenbelt Electric 
Cooperative of a three-phase power 
line to provide electricity to the well 
field.

Ultimately, the project will 
develop four to five wells, which 
will be connected to the Greenbelt 
Filter Plant via the construction of a 
new 12-mile, 16-inch pipeline that 
will largely follow the State Hwy. 
70 right of way.

April 16, 2025

Clarendon academic 
contestants advance

The CHS Academics team was 
named Runner-Up for the 2025 Dis-
trict UIL Competition two weeks 
ago.

In Accounting, the team 
placed first overall. Koltyn Shields 
secured 1st place, Shaun Childers 
and Bryce Williams tied for 2nd 
place, Klay Wilkins took 4th place, 
Mason Allred earned 5th place, and 
Kaleb Mays placed 6th.

In Copy Editing, Maloree 
Wann earned 2nd place. For Cur-
rent Issues and Events, Kai Floyd 
placed 6th. In Editorials, Ayden 
Bordonaro secured 6th place. In 
Features, Elaina Estlack took 1st 
place, Millie McAnear earned 
4th place, and Dahlia Neal placed 
5th. In Headlines, Berkley Moore 
secured 3rd place and Makynna 
Williams earned 6th place.

In Informative Speaking, 
Hayden Moore placed 6th. For 
Lincoln Douglas Debate, Hunter 
Caison won 1st place, Hayden 
Moore placed 5th, and Rowdy 
Bebout secured 6th place. Hunter 
also achieved 1st place in Persua-
sive Speaking.

In Literary Criticism, Gracie 
Clark placed 2nd, and Maloree 
Wann earned 4th place. The team 
also won 2nd Place Team in Liter-
ary Criticism.

In Poetry Interpretation, Addi-
son Havens earned 5th place. For 
Science, Zakary Roberts placed 
3rd, Ayden Bordonaro secured 5th 
place, and the team won 2nd Place 
Team in Science.

In Chemistry, Zak Roberts 
secured 1st place as the Chem-
istry Top Scorer. In Mathemat-
ics, Ben Estlack earned 1st place, 
Mason Allred secured 4th place, 
Ronan Howard placed 6th, and the 
team achieved 1st Place Team. In 
Number Sense, Ben Estlack placed 
3rd, and the team won 2nd Place 
Team. In Social Studies, Dahlia 
Neal secured 3rd place.

April 16, 2025

Clarendon enacts 
Stage 4 drought rules

The Clarendon City Coun-
cil enacted Stage 4 of its Drought 
Contingency Plan during its regular 
meeting last Thursday, April 10.

The council agreed to set 
Monday, April 21, as the effective 
date for the Stage 4 restrictions to 
give the city time to notify citizens.

The Stage 4 action follows a 
request by Greenbelt Water Author-
ity, which in March asked its 
member cities to reduce their water 
consumption as the authority itself 
went into its own Stage 4 Drought 
Plan.

City council members dis-

EnterpriseThe Clarendon

148th Year, Series 3, Vol. XXXVI, No. 1

The Clarendon Enterprise (USPS 947040, ISSN 
1088-9698) is published each Thursday by Roger 
A. Estlack at 105 S. Kearney Street, Clarendon, 
Texas 79226-1110. Periodicals postage paid at 
Clarendon, Texas 79226-1110.  Copyright © 2026. 
All rights reserved.

This paper’s first duty is to print all the news that is 
fit to print, honestly and fairly to all, unbiased by any 
consideration even its own editorial opinion.

Any erroneous reflection upon the character, stand-
ing, or reputation of any person, firm, or corporation 
which may occur in the columns of The Clarendon 
Enterprise will be gladly corrected upon being 
brought to the attention of the management.

ENTERPRISE STAFF

Roger A. Estlack
Publisher & Editor

Ashlee Estlack
Contributing Editor

Tara Allred
Office Director

CORRESPONDENTS

Sandy Anderberg
Clarendon Sports

Benjamin Estlack
Columnist

Mandi Gay
Photographer

Elaina Estlack
Photographer

CONTACT INFORMATION

Phone
806.874.2259

Fax
806.874.2423

E-Mail
news@clarendononline.com

Web Site
www.ClarendonLive.com

ADVERTISING
Open Display rates are $6.00 per PASS 
column inch. Classified Ads are $15 for the 
first 20 words and 15¢ per word for each 
additional word (Boxes or special typogra-
phy are extra.). Thank You Notes are $20 
for the first 40 words and 15¢ per word for 
each additional word. Basic engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, and birth announce-
ments are $20 each. Expanded wedding 
announcements are $30. A one-column 
announcement picture is $10, and a two-col-
umn announcement picture is $15. Pictures 
submitted for publication should be picked 
up within ten days after publication. Death 
notices are printed at no charge. Obituaries 
are published for $45 or $50 with a photo.

DEADLINES

News articles and photos are due by 
Monday at noon. Advertising and Classi-
fieds are also due by noon Monday.  Dead-
lines may be altered for holidays or special 
issues.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Annual subscriptions are available for $25 
digitally or $50 for print plus digital. POST-
MASTER: Send all address changes to: 
The Clarendon Enterprise, PO Box 1110, 
Clarendon, TX  79226-1110. 

LETTERS

Letters to the editor are welcome. Views 
expressed in letters are those of the writers 
and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the editor or staff of The Clarendon Enter-
prise.  Submission of a letter does not guar-
antee publication. Letters may be edited for 
grammar, style, or length. All letters must 
be signed and must include an address 
and telephone number for verification. To 
improve your chances of publication, type 
and double space your letter, stick to one 
main topic, and keep it brief. No letters will 
be accepted from candidates for local politi-
cal offices. Letters submitted to this newspa-
per become the property of The Enterprise 
and cannot be returned.

**
The Texas Panhandle’s 

First Newspaper
The Clarendon News, established June 1, 1878
with which have merged: The Clarendon Traveler, 
February 1889; The Clarendon Journal, November 
1891; The Banner-Stockman, October 1893; The 
Agitator, February 1899; The Clarendon Times, 
May 1908; The Donley County Leader, March 12, 
1929; The Clarendon Press, May 18, 1972; and The 
Clarendon Enterprise, March 14, 1996.

**

Member 2025

Panhandle Press Association

Texas Press Association

National Newspaper Association

2024
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HALL RANCH 
Shooting Sports, LLC

Coaching & Training Services
License To Carry - Safe School Training • NRA - Basic to Advanced

Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun • Range Safety & Practice Time by Appointment

806-822-7722
HallRanchShootingSportsLLC.com

4501 CR 12, CLARENDON, TX 79226

Hedley Community
Development Corporation

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

One Bedroom Unfurnished Apartments 
Handicap Unit Available

Some Financial Assistance Available

108 West 2nd Street, Hedley, TX 79237
(806) 854-9737

TX Relay 1-800-735-2989 TDD

Mondays 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Or call for appointment

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and  employer.”

20+ Years' Experience
Drain Camera / Locator
Drain Hydro Jetter
Residential & Commercial

Oren Shields
M-44240

806.205.3666
806.277.0335

Fully Licensed & Insured
Residential/Commercial

ShieldsPlumbingServices@yahoo.com

Mon - Fri

Shonda’s Snack Shack

Shonda Snack Shack
Tuesday- Tacos

@ Call & Place Your Order Ahead of  Time
806.662.1613

11 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m. 

Wed. Evening - Chicken Fried Steak

11 a.m. - 2 p.m. & 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Or until food runs out

Check Facebook for more specials!

5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Or until food runs out

WE  BUY 
Oil, Gas, & Mineral Rights
Both non-producing and producing 

including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408 • LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT
ClarendonLive.com/Subscribe-Save

Keeping You Informed
News and current events from around the 
community, the country and the world

Saving You Money
Local retail and shopping deals; 
garage sale listings; and exclusive offers 
on local services and events

Connecting Community
Bringing local faces, places, resources and 
events into focus for a strong, connected 
community 

Protecting Local Journalism
A local watchdog for the public good, 
committed to keeping citizens informed.

MORE  
IMPORTANT
THAN  EVER

Your Home 

NEWSPAPER

The power to support 
the future of local 

journalism and protect your 
right to independent news 

and information 
is in your hands.

806.874.2259
PO Box 1110, Clarendon, TX 79226

ONE FULL YEAR: 
Digital Edition  $25

DELIVERED TO YOUR EMAIL

Print + Digital  $50
PRINT EDITION BY MAIL W/ DIGITAL EDITION!
All print subscriptions now come with digital bonus!

Support the Reporters and Columnists 
Who Keep You Informed.
Subscribe Today!

Local News • Local People

cussed at length the need to encour-
age conservation as Greenbelt deals 
with the surface water shortage.

The council discussed that 
residents and commercial properties 
who have private water wells are not 
covered by the Stage 4 restrictions. 
The city is, however, working to 
get official signage that private well 
owners can use to identify that they 
are not using municipal water at 
those locations.

City officials say there are 
about 100 private wells in the city 
and more than 800 municipal water 
accounts. The Clarendon Aquatic 
Center is on a water well also.

April 23, 2025

4-H team advances 
to state contest

Donley County 4-H Horse judg-
ers competed at district contest on 
Thursday, April 10, with the senior 
team advancing to state competition.

The intermediate team of 
Kassie Askew, Emma Howard, Pais-
ley Jones and Teagan Chesser won 
third overall.

Two junior teams of Elliott 
Robertson, Addie Snure and Kasie 
Shields; Alix Roberts, Clarah Lewis 
and Kinze Zongker placed third and 
fifth with Elliott being the high point 
individual in her age division and 
Kasie placing fourth

April 23, 2025

Clarendon’s Stage 4 
rules now in action

Stage 4 restrictions in Clarendon 
became effective Monday, April 21, 
as the city tries to curtail water usage 
in response to the level of Greenbelt 
Lake.

The Clarendon City Coun-
cil enacted Stage 4 of its Drought 
Contingency Plan during its regular 
meeting April 10. Highlights of the 
Stage 4 restrictions in Clarendon 
include the following:

Irrigation of landscaped areas is 
limited to designated watering days 
between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 
10:00 a.m. and between 8:00 p.m. 
and 12:00 midnight by means of 
hand-held hoses, hand-held buck-
ets, drip irrigation, or permanently 
installed automatic sprinkler system 
only. The use of hose-end sprinklers 
is prohibited at all times.

Residential customers with 
odd-numbered street addresses water 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays.

Residential customers with 
even-numbered street addresses 
water on Thursdays and Sundays. 
Commercial customers water on 
Tuesdays and Fridays.

Washing vehicles not occur-
ring on the premises of a commer-
cial carwash and commercial service 
stations and not in the immediate 
interest of public health, safety, and 
welfare is prohibited.

April 23, 2025

Hedley okay Stage 4 
higher water rates

The Hedley City Council 
renewed its Drought Contingency 
Plan and enacted Stage 4 water 
restrictions in that city during a 
called meeting last Wednesday, April 
16.

The restrictions in Hedley are 
similar to those in Clarendon, but 
Hedley’s Stage 4 rules also imple-
ment high water rates to encourage 
conservation.

“[Greenbelt General Manager] 
Bobbie Kidd said that higher rates 
are the best way to curtail usage,” 
City Secretary Diana Postma told 
the Enterprise.

April 30, 2025

Ybarra, Holland win 
anual Jones 5K

Despite the threat of rain and 
an actual downpour leading up to 
race time, about 30 people came out 
Saturday to raise awareness of child 
abuse during the 13th annual Chance 
Mark Jones Roar & Run 5K.

Tristen Ybarra and Emmarie 
Holland were the top finishers of the 
race. Ybarra was the overall winner 
with the best men’s time, finishing 
in the 11-19 age group with a time 
of 20 minutes, 20 seconds. Holland 
had the best women’s time and was 
second in the same age category with 
a time of 22:32.

More than seventy people reg-

istered for the event with several 
choosing the “sleep-in” registra-
tion option ahead of time, and other 
defaulting to that option as storm 
clouds threatened the event. Shortly 
after 8:30 a.m., however, the rain 
subsided to allow the race to take off 
and remained mostly at bay for the 
duration.

April 30, 2025

Hedley reworks 
Stage 4 pricing

The Hedley City Council 
backed off water rate increases 
imposed as part of its Stage 4 
drought response during a called 
meeting Monday night, April 28.

Aldermen said Monday they 
did not realize the impact of the rates 
their were approving at the April 16 
meeting and wanted another chance 
to consider those. Officials also said 
the city’s biggest problem isn’t the 
water residents are using, it’s water 
that’s leaking out of the system.

Aldermen voted unanimously 
to approve new Stage 4 water rates 
as follows: Base rate unchanged at 
$52.90 up to 2,000 gallons; usage 
over 2,000 and up to 7,000 gallons 
will be $4 per thousand; over 7,000 
up to 9,000 gallons will be $5.50 per 
thousand; over 9,000 up to 11,000 
will be $6 per thousand; over 11,000 
up to 15,000 will be $6.50 per thou-
sand; and usage over 15,000 will 
cost $10,000 per thousand.

City officials also announced 
that the Texas Rural Water Asso-
ciation has agreed to bring in leak 
detection equipment to help the city 
locate water leaks so that those can 
be found and repaired.

April 30, 2025

US 287 project will 
impact local traffic

A project to replace a bridge 
on US 287 in Clarendon will reduce 
the highway to two lanes of traffic 
and close some downtown intersec-
tions for more than a year according 
to information presented at public 
meeting in the Mulkey Theatre last 
Tuesday, April 22.

Representatives of the Texas 
Department of Transportation held 
the meeting with stakeholders and 
local businesses to go over plans and 
safety procedures for the project, 
which could last up to 19 months.

Hodges & Son Construction 
Co. will be the contractor for the 
job that will replace the bridge on 
US 287, which goes over Claren-
don’s main drainage ditch between 
Kearney and Gorst streets behind 
the Donley County State Bank and 
Herring Bank. The project will also 
see the removal of the Herring Bank 
parking lot on top of the ditch as 
well as the smaller bridge structure 
over the ditch on Gorst behind Her-
ring Bank near the former Signs Plus 
building.

May 7, 2025

H’wick residents 
sentenced April 7

Two Howardwick residents 
were sentenced in separate cases 
when the District Court met in Pan-
handle on April 7.

Joseph Ray Casselberry, 43, 
from Howardwick, was sentenced to 
six months in the Donley County Jail 
for the Class A misdemeanor offense 
of assault causing bodily injury that 
took place in Donley County on May 
24, 2022.

Casselberry was originally 
placed on probation for the offense 
on June 8, 2023. On December 
12, 2024, the State filed its motion 
requesting the Court to adjudicate 
Casselberry’s probation, alleging 
eight violations of his conditions of 
probation. Casselberry pleaded true 
to the allegations. Casselberry was 
also ordered to pay a $2,000 fine and 
$340 court costs.

Thomas Barnum Caswell, 68, 
from Howardwick, was convicted 
for the Class C misdemeanor offense 
of assault that took place in Donley 
County on August 7, 2024.

Caswell was arrested by Donley 
County Sheriff’s Deputy Wesley 
Christopher. Caswell was indicted 
by the Donley County Grand Jury on 
October 7, 2024. Caswell was also 
ordered to pay a $500 fine and $290 
court costs upfront.

May 7, 2025

New faces join city 
council, school boards

Rural voters approve new 
county assistance district

The Clarendon City Council 
and the Clarendon CISD Board of 
Trustees will have some new faces 
and a new sales tax will be levied in 
rural areas of Donley County follow-
ing last Saturday’s elections.

Mayor Jacob Fangman faced 
no opposition and received 215 
votes. Challenger Brittney Wolf and 
incumbent Alderman Ashlee Estlack 
were elected to full terms on the city 
council with 122 votes and 116 votes 
respectively. Aldermen Eulaine 
McIntosh narrowly lost her reelec-
tion bid with 114 votes. Other can-
didates vying for the two full terms 
were Jeremy Jeffers with 71 votes 
and Richard Dzamko with 20.

Also in the city election, Tom 
Thompson and Chelsi Shadle were 
the top choices of voters to fill two 
unexpired terms. Thompson had 128 
votes, Shadle had 113, and Ralph 
Graves at 108.

In the race for three positions 
on the Clarendon school board, 
incumbents Robin Ellis and Donny 
Howard won reelection with 230 and 
215 votes respectively, and Jeff Rob-
ertson received 215 votes to secure 
the third seat over Ginnie Siefkas, 
who got 39 votes.

Voters outside the cities of 
Clarendon, Hedley, and How-
ardwick approved the creation of 
Donley County Assistance District 
#2 by a vote of 48 to 30. The district 
will levy a 2.0 percent sales tax to 
help fund county law enforcement 
expenses.

May 14, 2025

City council agrees 
to light proposal

The Clarendon City Coun-
cil approved an additional contract 
related to the Downtown Revitaliza-
tion Project in the 200 block of South 
Kearney that aims to match the work 
that was done in the 100 block.

City Administrator Brian Bar-
boza explained that because of new 
federal government rules, the city 
would be required to purchase the 
light posts for the 200 block in the 
United States if grant money was 
going to be used for that expendi-
ture. The lights in the 100 block were 
purchased from Canada, however, 
and lights purchased from another 
vendor would not match.

To avoid having different lights, 
the city could use local tax funds for 
that expense, which would free up 
grant funds to be used for upcoming 
work in the 300 block, Barboza said. 
The price tag for eight lamp posts is 
about $19,000.

Council members agreed they 
wanted lights to look the same and 
be consistent downtown, and they 
asked if the Clarendon EDC could 
help cover the cost of purchasing the 
lights. CEDC board member Roger 
Estlack told the council the CEDC 
board was aware of the situation and 
had discussed it in previous meet-
ings. CEDC members were sched-
uled to take action on supporting 
the purchase of the lights this week 
during their regular meeting.

May 14, 2025

Caffey to lead Broncs 
as new head coach

Big Spring Defensive Coordi-
nator Jeff Caffey has been named the 
new athletic director and head foot-
ball coach for Clarendon CISD.

Superintendent Jarod Bellar 
said school trustees were sched-
uled to meet Tuesday night as the 
Enterprise went to press to confirm 
Caffey’s hire. He will begin his 
duties this Wednesday, May 14. He 
succeeds Coach Aaron Wampler 
who has taken the AD position at 
River Road ISD.

“We had about 30 applicants,” 
Bellar said, noting that Coach 
Caffey’s success in places like 
Shamrock helped him stand out in 
the search.

Bellar and Caffey also know 
each other from their days working 
at Springlake-Earth.

“We’re excited to have him 
coming here,” Bellar said. “He has a 
long line of success personally and 
in his family in coaching.”

May 14, 2025

Bellar to retire as 
superintendent

Clarendon CISD Superinten-
dent Jarod Bellar will retire this 
summer after six and half years with 
the school.

Bellar told the Enterprise this 
week that he will step down June 30 
at the end of his current contract and 
take a new position in Kansas.

After 31 years in education in 
Texas, Bellar said the opportunity 
to go to Kansas came when the new 
superintendent in Liberal reached 
out to him.

“I’ve always looked to retire 
eventually and then continue in 
another state, but Kansas wasn’t on 
my radar,” Bellar said.

May 21, 2025

City has signs for 
local well owners

With the ongoing Stage 4 
drought regulations, the City of 
Clarendon is offering yard signs for 
citizens who have a water well and 
are therefore not subject to the city’s 
water restrictions.

Residents can go by City Hall 
at 313 South Sully Street, with proof 
of their well and pick up a sign free 
of charge. The city also can send an 
employee to verify the well if the 
customer has no other proof.

These signs will benefit the 
Citizen and the City during the Stage 
4 Drought Contingency conditions. 
Call City Administrator Brian Bar-
boza at 806-874-3438 if you have 
any questions.

May 21, 2025

O’Reilly’s opening 
store in Clarendon

O’Reilly Auto Parts will open 
for business in Clarendon this 
summer and fill a long-vacant build-
ing fronting US 287.

District Manager Luis Gal-
lardo said the company plans to start 
operating Saturday, June 21, but 
he acknowledged that weather and 
shipping delays could postpone that 
date.

“We’re excited to be coming to 
Clarendon, and everyone has been so 
nice,” Gallardo said. “We’re looking 
to serving the community.”

May 21, 2025

Lady Broncos softball 
team makes history

Two committed coaches, eight 
dedicated seniors, several under-
classmen, and a throng of devoted 
Bronco Nation fans equal ‘history in 
the making’ for the Clarendon Lady 
Bronco softball team. Their endur-
ance and tenacity have put them 
in the State Semi-final game with 
Riesel this week.

Coming off a three-game series 
win over Floydada, the Lady Bron-
cos are hungry and looking to devour 
the Lady Indians with the first game 
starting in Abilene as the Enterprise 
went to press Tuesday evening, May 
20. Game two, and game three if 
needed, will be on Thursday, May 
22. Follow Facebook.com/TheEn-
terprise for game updates.

May 28, 2025

Ehlert, Valles lead 
Hedley Class of 2025

Taylee Ehlert and Javier Valles 
were named the top students for 
the Class of 2025 for Hedley High 
School and were recognized during 
graduation ceremonies on May 15.

Ehlert was honored as the 
Valedictorian with a GPA of 3.904. 
She is the daughter of Thomas and 
Stephanie Ehlert and plans to pursue 
a degree in horticulture and find a 
career that she truly enjoys.

Javier Valles is the Salutatorian 
for the Class of 2025 with a GPA 
of 3.758. He is the son of Patricia 
Valles and has earned a cheerlead-
ing scholarship to Wayland Baptist 
University.

Hedley High School’s Class of 
2025 has received almost $20,000 
in scholarships and awards, accord-
ing to an announcement made during 
commencement exercises there on 
May 15.
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¿Qué Pasa?
Community Calendar

January 6
Broncos v Wellington • 8:00 p.m. • 
Home

Lady Broncos v Wellington • 6:30 
p.m. • Home

January 9
Broncos v Highland Park • 8:00 p.m. 
• Home

Lady Broncos v Highland Park • 6:30 
p.m. • Home

January 10
Donley County Junior • Livestock 
Show & Sale •  Donley County Activ-
ity Center

Menus
January 5 - 9 

Hedley Senior Citizens 
Mon: BBQ chicken, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, whole 
wheat roll, fruit cobbler, iced 
tea/2% milk.
Tues: Beef stew, garden salad, 
cornbread, fruit crisp, iced 
tea/2% milk.
Wed: Chicken fried steak w/
country gravy, broccoli, mashed 
potatoes, whole wheat roll, fruit 
crisp, iced tea/2% milk.
Thurs: Mexican pile on, tortilla 
chips, pinto beans, Spanish rice, 
sliced peaches w/whipped top-
ping, iced tea/2% milk. 
Fri: Chicken strips, gravy, potato 
wedges, garden salad, whole 
wheat roll, brownie, iced tea/2% 
milk

Clarendon CISD
Breakfast 
Mon: No School
Tues: Pancake wrap, yogurt, fruit, 
fruit juice, milk.
Wed: Biscuit, gravy, scrambled 
eggs, bacon, fruit, fruit juice, 
milk.
Thu: Breakfast pizza, fruit, fruit 
juice, milk.
Fri: French toast, sausage, fruit, 
fruit juice, milk.

Lunch
Mon: No School
Tues: Chicken & waffles, fresh 
veggie cup, potatoes, fruit, milk.
Wed: Chicken nuggets, mac & 
cheese, carrots, squash, fruit, 
milk.
Thu: Cheeseburger, chips, 
tomato cup, broccoli, fruit, milk.
Fri: Meat & cheese chalupas, 
beans, garden salad, salsa, pud-
ding, fruit, milk.

Hedley ISD
Breakfast 
Mon: No School
Tues: Breakfast pizza, apple-
sauce, fruit juice, milk.
Wed: Pancake wrap, peaches, 
fruit, fruit juice, milk.
Thu: Dutch waffle, sausage, 
banana, fruit, fruit juice, milk.
Fri: No School

Lunch
Mon: No School
Tues: Popcorn chicken, biscuit, 
tater tots, green beans, fruit 
crisp, milk.
Wed: Country fried steak, bread-
stick, mashed potatoes, candied 
carrots, applesauce, milk.
Thu: Mini corndogs, potato 
wedges, tomato cup, broccoli, 
orange, milk.
Fri: No School

2025: CEDC awards $9k in grants

IN MEMORY
Don Alton Davis

Elbert “Lynn” McKinney
William Doyce Graham, Jr.
Patricia “Pat” A. McCombs

Christopher Ali Brown
Jamie Leigh Dunham (Watson)

Mary Ellen “Susie” Jones Shields
Lynda Gayle Whitmarsh

Robert Earl Taylor, Sr.
Vandel Morris Crump
James Edward Watts

Patricia Grady Thornberry
Martha “Beth” Gillham

Charlie C. “Blackie” Johnson
Christine (Chris) Jean Paschall Palmer

Ruby Jewel Hardin
Douglas “Doug” Wayne Allee

Sandra Finchum
Phyllis Darlene Bumgardner

Wilma Faye Lindley
Steven Wesley “Steve” Smith

Freddy Leonard Gray
Tommy Nolen Hill
Ricky Lewis Row

Johnnie Eloy Tafoya
Billy Gene Holman

Reverend Roy Shep Williams, Sr.
Marietta Baird

Christopher Reed Reynolds
Sarah Lee Shults McCrary

Rev. Melvin William Clinton, Jr.
Ottie Frances Dollins
Donna Sue Bartley

Charlene Manns
Tina Joy Copelin Ferris

Betty Joyce White (Bilderback)
Eva Mae Wilson

Joe Thomas Lovell
Bennie G. Reese
Jean Ledbetter

Joe Wayne Morrow
Don Carroll Springer

Gary Lynn Essary
Patty Browning

Donald Eugene “Jack” Eads
Don Phillip Beck

Betty Speed Bonacci
James (Jim) Talbert Bates

Tommye Duncan
Stephen Bailey Estes

The Big Station
of the 806

806-259-3511 • 806-874-9930

FM 105.3

Mr. Fix ItMr. Fix It
Kyle HillKyle Hill

Minor repairs, odd jobs, and more.Minor repairs, odd jobs, and more.

672-8908672-8908

Mulkey
t h e a t r e

THIS WEEKEND

DAVID                                
RATED PG
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
JANUARY  2 & 3     7:30 P.M.
SUNDAY
JANUARY 4     2:00 P.M.

ADULT: $8
KIDS 3-12: $6

KIDS 2 & UNDER: FREE

DOORS OPEN 30 MINUTES BEFORE SHOW

874-SHOW • MULKEYTHEATRE.COM

Sundays, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesdays, 5:00 p.m.

Steve & Janet Carter
Phone: 806.874.2007

PHELPS PLUMBING
heating • air-conditioning

806-662-7126
HVAC# TACLB3255E PLUMBING # 12746

POSITIVE FEED SALES

DANNY ASKEW
806-679-6927

All-In-One 30%
Supplement for Cattle

 Thank you to all of our friends and customers for a great 2025.

We look forward to serving you with the same great service in 2026!

Wishing you a very Happy New Year!

 

Mike’s
PHARMACY

Hwy 287 West • Clarendon, Texas

Your
Friendly
Pharmacy
From prescription 
medicine to vitamins, 
we provide everything 
you need, along with 
best wishes for a 
speedy recovery. 

Brandon Frausto, 
PHARMACIST

Call 874-3554 or Toll Free 800-766-2089

May 28, 2025

Clark, Wann are top 
graduates for CHS

Clarendon High School rec-
ognized Gracie Clark and Maloree 
Wann the top students for the Class 
of 2025 during graduation ceremo-
nies at the Harned Sisters Fine Arts 
Center last Friday, May 23.

Emily Grace Clark, daughter 
of Gregg and Catherine Clark, is the 
Valedictorian for the Class of ’25. 
She has maintained a 4.0 GPA and 
plans to attend Hardin-Simmons 
University and major in Communi-
cation Sciences & Disorders.

Maloree Wann, daughter of 
Carey and Brandi Wann, is the class 
Salutatorian with a GPA of 3.93. She 
plans to attend Texas Tech Univer-
sity to pursue a degree in animal sci-
ence and pre-medicine. Clarendon 
High School graduating seniors 
were recognized having been offered 
approximately $452,674 in schol-
arships, awards, and grants during 
commencement exercises May 23 at 
the Harned Sisters Fine Arts Center. 

June 4, 2025

CC students face 
cuts in Pell grants

Clarendon College is among 
many community colleges across 
the nation raising concerns about 
the federal budget bill, referred to 
as “One Big Beautiful Bill Act,” and 
the effects it could have on student 
financial aid.

CC President Tex Buckhaults 
said students attending Clarendon 
College could receive about 
$471,000 less in federal Pell Grants 
if the US Senate approves the bill as 
passed by the House of Representa-
tives.

The bill changes the definition 
of a full-time student from enroll-
ment in 12 semester hours, which 
has been the standard for decades, to 
enrollment in 15 semester hours. The 
bill also changes the definition of a 
part-time student and stipulates that 
students taking less than eight hours 
would not qualify for Pell money at 
all.

“About 150 of our kids would 
go from full time to half time,” 
Buckhaults said, which would sig-
nificantly reduce the federal money 
they are eligible for.

June 4, 2025

CC board considers 
auditorium changes

Clarendon College Regents 
met with architectural firm Parkhill 
during a called meeting May 14 to 
discuss bringing the Harned Sisters 
Fine Arts Center into compliance 
with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, a project that could cost the col-
lege about half a million dollars.

CC President Tex Buckhaults 
said the meeting with Parkhill stems 
from a December 2023 ADA survey 
of the Clarendon campus, which 
found “overwhelming” ADA issues 
on campus.

While some issues were able to 
be addressed in-house, other issues 
will require substantial investment 
and the input of architects to meet 
federal standards. Buckhault said the 
college chose to focus on the fine arts 
center first because of how important 
it is to the community with so many 
events held there each year.

June 11, 2025

Jericho draws large 
crowd for 10k/5k

The Jericho Gap 5K/10K was a 
big success Sunday morning, help-
ing kick of the 2024 Route 66 Festi-
val in the Panhandle.

About 70 people registered for 
the event to commemorate the his-
tory of Donley County’s own historic 
community on the Mother Road.

“We’ve been workin’ hard 
behind the scenes for this Jericho 
Gap 5K/10K, and today we just want 
to say a big ol’ Texas-sized thank 
you to every soul that made it possi-
ble,” organizer Blanca Schaffer said 
on Facebook. 

June 18, 2025

City sets new high 
point for tax revenue

The City of Clarendon set a new 
record last week when Texas Comp-
troller Glenn Hegar distributed June 
allocations of sales tax revenues to 
local governments.

Clarendon brought in 
$45,683.65 for the month setting 
a record for June revenues for the 
city. The month’s revenue came in 
more than 16 percent above the same 
time in 2023 when the city received 
$39,219. The allocation is also 26.38 
percent above last year’s June figure.

The city is now running 7.89 
percent ahead for the calendar year-
to-date total for sales tax revenues 
compared to 2024 with revenue of 
$272,166.26.

June 18, 2025

Barricades up for US 
287 bridge project

Traffic will be impacted this 
week as the Texas Department of 
Transportation begins the project 
to replace the US 287 bridge over 
Clarendon’s drainage canal between 
Kearney and Gorst Streets.

Lane closures are expected to 
begin Wednesday with concrete bar-
riers being placed on Thursday.

June 25, 2025

Courthouse work 
focuses on brick wall

Architects and contractors vis-
ited the Donley County Courthouse 
Monday ahead of a new $3.1 million 
preservation project.

Architect Tracy Hirschman 
Hutson said most of the work will be 
focused on repairing locations on the 
south side of the building where the 
red facing brick is pulling away from 
the structure.

Bulges indicating movement 
in some of those locations were first 
recognized during the restoration 
of the 1890 structure two decades 
ago. Without the budget to prop-
erly address the issue, steel helical 
anchors were sunk into the masonry 
behind the facing bricks in an attempt 
to stop the movement. Unforunately, 
the movement is still ongoing.

Hutson said workers will open 
up small sections of the brick to 
determine the overall condition of 
the wall before moving ahead with 
removing and resetting the brick in 
the affected areas.

June 25, 2025

Enterprise wins TPA 
Sweepstakes Award

The Texas Press Association 
recognized The Clarendon Enter-
prise as one of the best weekly news-
papers in the state Saturday, June 21, 
in Denton.

The Enterprise earned the 
Sweepstakes Award for the third 
time in four years, besting its com-
petitors in Division 9 for weekly 
papers in the 2024 Better Newspaper 
Contest. Clarendon placed in ten cat-
egories and won first place in five of 
those.

Publisher Roger Estlack said, 
“This is truly a group effort, and 
we are very blessed to have a super 
talented team. Local journalism 
cannot exist without local support, 
and we are thankful for the readers 
and advertisers who support us and 
encourage us.”

July 2, 2025

Pioneer honored as 
early Texas Ranger

The life of a Donley County 
pioneer was honored June 21 with a 
ceremony in Citizens Cemetery that 
was attended by relatives and retired 
Texas Rangers.

Henry W. Taylor, who passed 
away in 1936, was a Texas Ranger 
from 1870 to 1872 before coming 
to work on the JA Ranch in 1882. 
He later served as a Donley County 
Commissioner, and his name is on the 
cornerstone of the 1890 courthouse. 
The ceremony in Citizens Cemetery 
was to dedicate a Memorial Cross at 
Taylor’s grave commemorating his 
service with the Rangers.

July 2, 2025

CEDC awards $9,000 
in facade grants

The Clarendon Economic 
Development Corporation presented 
awards totaling $9,000 to two local 
businesses this week for exterior 
improvements to their facilities.

CEDC provided matching 
funds of $2,000 to the Western Skies 
Motel for painting, exterior lighting, 
and other work by owners Kris and 
Schweta Bhakta. The couple says 
more improvements are coming up 
soon, starting with the parking lot 
and then the sign on the highway.

The Bhaktas are also work-
ing to improve the breakfast area in 
the main building, and bathrooms 
are being remodeled throughout 
the motel. The couple says about 
$100,000 is being invested to update 
the Western Skies.

Sully Suds is a new laundry 
mat, which is planning a grand 
opening this month at 120 S. Sully 
Street, west of the Fire Hall. Monica 
Woodard and her husband, Shannon 
Keadle, have invested more than 
$400,000 to remodel and equip an 
1890s building that has been vacant 
for about three decades.

The couple received $2,000 
from the Traditional Façade Grant 
program for new signage, and $5,000 
from the Historic Façade Grant pro-
gram for masonry, stucco, painting, 
and awning work.
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CLARENDON

ARENA OF LIFE COWBOY CHURCH 
FOURTH & PARKS• PASTORS: BUNK & AMY SKELTON

SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M. • WED. BIBLE STUDY: 7 P.M.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
US 287 E • 874-3156 • REV. SETH SHIPMAN

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 7 P.M.• WED.: 7 P.M.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
300 S. CARHART • 874-2495 

SUN. BIBLE CLASS 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M.
SUN. 6 P.M. • WED. 7 P.M.

CHURCH OF NAZARENE
209 S. HAWLEY • 874-2321 • PASTOR: ALLEN POSEY

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN SERVICE: 11 A.M.
• WED.: 7 P.M.

COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
12148 FM 2162 • 874-0963
PASTOR: LARRY CAPRANICA 

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED. COMMUNITY KIDZ 5:30 P.M. 

WED. ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 6 P.M. 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
120 E. THIRD ST.  • PASTOR: DR. KEN MCINTOSH

SUNDAY SERVICE: 5 P.M.

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
4TH ST. & HWY. 70 SOUTH • PASTOR: JASON HOUSTON
SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:40 A.M.

WED. BIBLE STUDY: 6:30 P.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
300 BUGBEE AVE. • 874-3833 • REV. LANCE WOOD

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:55 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • KID’S ACTIVITIES: WED. 6 P.M. 

YOUTH STUDY: WED. 7 P.M.
COLLEGE MINISTRY: WED. 9 P.M.

CLARENDON METHODIST CHURCH
420 S. JEFFERSON •  874-3667 • BRO. RYAN QUIST 

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.
SUN. YOUTH: 6:OO P.M. • WED. BIBLE STUDY 6:30 P.M.

JESUS NAME APOSTOLIC CHURCH
720 E. MONTGOMERY • REV. 874-2078

REV. CALVIN BURROW  
SUN. SERVICES: 3 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

RISE UP KINGDOM MINISTRIES:
501 S. MCCLELLAND • PASTOR: JOSY SHADLE  

SUNDAY DISCIPLESHIP CLASS: 9:30 A.M.
SUN.: 10:00 A.M.  

CHRIST’S KIDS OUTREACH MINISTRY:
416 S. KEARNEY • 874-2007

SUN. BREAKFAST 9:30 A.M. • SUN. PRAISE & WORSHIP 10 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:30 A.M. • WED.: 5 P.M.

KINGDOM HALL JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
12120 US 287 (JUST WEST OF CLARENDON) • 874-5020
PUBLIC MEETING & WATCHTOWER STUDY: SUN. 10 A.M.
BIBLE STUDY, CONGREGATIONAL THEOCRATIC MINISTRY 

SCHOOL & SERVICE MEETING• TUES.: 7 P.M.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
301 S. PARKS ST. • 874-2511 • REV. JIM AVENI

SECOND SUNDAY SERVICE: 11 A.M.

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
MONTGOMERY & MCCLELLAND 

FR. BALA POLLISETTI
SUN. MASS 11 A.M.

ST. STEPHENS BAPTIST CHURCH
300 N. JEFFERSON ST. • PASTOR: ROY WILLIAMS

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M.
WED.: 7 P.M. (WEATHER PERMITTING)

TRUE CHURCH OF GOD & CHRIST
301 N. JEFFERSON  • ST. PASTOR: JEFF RILES

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M.
WED.: 7 P.M.

THE GATHERING
623 W. FOURTH  • PHYLLIS COCKERHAM

SUNDAY: 10 A.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

HEDLEY
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

110 E. SECOND ST. • MINISTER: STEWART MESSER
SUN. BIBLE CLASS: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7:30 P.M.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 N. MAIN ST. • PASTOR: STAN COSBY

SUN. SERVICE: 11:00 A.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
210 N. MAIN ST. • 856-5980 • PASTOR: BRUCE HOWARD

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN.: 11 A.M. & 6 P.M.
WED.: 7 P.M.

HOWARDWICK
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

235 RICK HUSBAND BLVD. • 874-3326 • REV. JIM FOX 
SUN. SCHOOL: 8:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:00 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 5 P.M. • WED.: 6 P.M.

MARTIN
MARTIN BAPTIST CHURCH

US 287 W 
SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

BRICE
BRICE DELIVERANCE TABERNACLE

PASTOR: LOUIS BENNETT
SUNDAY: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 6 P.M.

SPONSORED BY

ROBERTSON FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

COUNTRY BLOOMERS 
FLOWERS & GIFTS

WALLACE MONUMENT CO.

GENE & KATHY HOMMEL

CLARENDON FAMILY 
MEDICAL CENTER

J&W LUMBER

PILGRIM BANK

For corrections or 
additions, call 

the Enterprise at:

874-2259

WorshipWorship
    DIRECTORY    DIRECTORY

July 9, 2025

T-2 Cattle Company 
wins Ranch Rodeo

The T-2 Cattle Co. team took 
top honors at the Clarendon Outdoor 
Entertainment Association’s annual 
Ranch Rodeo last Friday and Satur-
day during the 148th annual Saints’ 
Roost Celebration.

T-2 Cattle’s scores beat out 19 
other local and regional ranch rodeo 
teams as working cowboys put their 
skills to the test. The team was made 
up of Bronc Horn, Braydon Horn, 
Cedar Stevenson, Weston Hollowell, 
and Kade Gate.

The Circle M8 team finished 
second with Phillip Reynolds, Rye 
Reynolds, Chance Holcombe, and 
Jayde Smith; and the Hi-Lo team 
was third with Cayce Lewis, Rodey 
Wilson, Ben Crockett, Wyatt Mask, 
and Jaytin McRight.

Rye Reynolds won both the Top 
Hand and the Top Horse awards.

Ranch Rodeo event winners 
were Bronc Ride – Crocket Cattle, 
Stray Gathering – Cottonwood 
Cattle, Cow Milking – Latigo Ranch, 
and Branding – T-2 Cattle Co.

COEA reported ticket sales for 
1,124 rodeo spectators this year over 
the three-day event, which was down 
from 1,390 who were ticketed at the 
gate last year.

July 9, 2025

City picks Republic 
as new trash service

The Clarendon City Council 
unanimously approved changing its 
solid waste service from Waste Con-
nections to Republic Services during 
a called meeting on June 24.

Waste Connections, which 
inherited its contract with Clarendon 
in 2023 when it bought out Diversi-
fied Waste Management, has been 
the subject of citizens’ complaints 
for about a year now due to missed 
pick-ups and damaged trash bins. 
Company representatives have 
worked with the city for the last 
several months trying to solve those 
problems while stating that they 
were losing money in Clarendon 
under the current contract.

Republic’s five-year contract 
with the city will begin October 1.

July 9, 2025

Cool, wet weather 
marks celebration

The 148th Saints’ Roost Cel-
ebration was one of the coolest and 
dampest in recent memory with 
gentle wind and light rain during 
the traditional bingo, parades, turtle 
races, rodeos, craft fair, and other 
activities July 3-5.

Crossties Ministries annual 
Depression Luncheon was held 
at the Lions Hall this year with a 
packed house to start the celebration, 
and the Junior Ranch Rodeo clos-
ing out the day at the COEA Arena. 
Misting rain kept things cool on and 
off throughout the day, and then the 
cloud let loose a heavier downpour 
almost the exact same time the junior 
rodeo ended.

Friday’s Fourth of July was 
opened with more than 100 people 
filling the Clarendon Lions Hall 
to play Bag Bingo with 23 prizes 
ranging from coolers to tool bags 
to designer purses, ranging in value 
from about $50 to almost $600.

The Clarendon Outdoor Enter-
tainment Association hosted its 
ranch rodeos on Friday and Saturday 
evenings.

The big day of the celebration 
was Saturday, July 5, with locals 
waking up to cool but humid con-
ditions. The dampness in the air 
improved as the day went on but the 
temperatures remained tolerable.

The theme for this year’s cel-
ebration “Candy Land” because life 
is sweeter in Donley County, and a 
new analytical service provided by 
the Clarendon Economic Develop-
ment Corporation estimates that 
1,700 people attended Saturday’s 
events on the square.

The Liberty Electric Kids 
Parade started things off Saturday 
morning. Winners were as follows: 
Motorized: Daisy and Kimber Wil-
liams, first; Asher, Isla, and Zaylee 
Jaramillo, second; and Paisley Jones 
and Ashlynn White, third. Ages 0-4: 
Astrid Jaramillo, first; Miles Wynne, 
second; and Jenna Hall, third. Ages 
5-8: Madilyn Herndon, first; Laura 
Lynn Hommel, second, and Kend-

all Danner, third. Ages 9-12: Katon 
Herdon, first; Esmae Naylor, second; 
and McKinley Wilhelm, third.

In the Herring Bank Parade, the 
Clarendon High School Cheerlead-
ers won the first place Float, The 
Wrights had the best car/truck entry, 
best Animal entry was MR Cattle, 
Newhouse Farms had the best Trac-
tor entry, and Country Bloomers 
Flowers & Gifts had the best Other 
entry.

The Clarendon Lions Club’s 
Cow Patty Bingo was won by Rus-
sell Estlack, Chris D’Costa, and 
Dyanne Johnston.

Henson’s annual Turtle Race 
winners were: age 0-4, Serenity 
McCord; age 5-8, Dawson Hall; age 
9-12, Alix Roberts; and age 13-16, 
Kassie Askew. Adults then competed 
in a 17 and up division, and Aula 
Betts took home that title.

July 16, 2025

Clarendon sets July 
sales tax record

The City of Clarendon set 
another monthly record for sales tax 
revenue when Texas Acting Comp-
troller Kelly Hancock distributed 
July allocations last week.

Clarendon brought in 
$45,167.47 for the month, which was 
10.27 percent higher than the same 
period one year ago. The allocation 
broke the previous local July record 
of $40,989 set in 2021. Clarendon’s 
calendar year-to-date revenue is now 
$317,333.73, an increase of 8.22 per-
cent compared to this time last year.

The city has set monthly records 
for sales tax revenue in five of the 
first seven months for 2025. Annual 
sales tax revenues have grown year 
over year since 2018.

July 16, 2025

CCISD names interim 
school superintendent

Clarendon CISD Trustees 
approved hiring Rick Teran as 
interim school superintendent during 
their regular meeting last Monday, 
July 7, and could name their pick for 
the next fulltime superintendent as 
early as next week.

Teran has 42 years of experi-
ence in education and served as 
superintendent in Childress for eight 
years before retiring five years ago. 
He and his wife of 31 years currently 
live in Bushland, and the couple has 
three kids and five grandchildren 
with one on the way.

The Texas Association of 
School Boards (TASB) is helping 
CCISD search for a new superinten-
dent. TASB headhunter Rich Howard 
recruited Teron to fill in temporarily 
after the school’s first interim pick, 
Bryan Davis, was unable to take the 
position due to contractual obliga-
tions, Teran said.

July 23, 2025

City names Topliff to 
fill unexpired seat

Christopher Topliff joined the 
Clarendon City Council last week, 
taking the seat of the late Tommy 
Hill.

The council considered about 
ten applicants for the job. After about 
ten minutes of private deliberations, 
the council returned to open session 
and voted unanimously to appoint 
Topliff to the position.

July 23, 2025

Armbrust takes plea 
for cruelty to puppy

Former Clarendon animal con-
trol officer Alexandra Armbrust has 
been sentenced to four years’ proba-
tion for felony animal cruelty.

Armbrust was sentenced in a 
plea agreement when the 100th Judi-
cial District Court met in Childress 
on June 26. District Attorney Luke 
Inman, along with Assistant District 
Attorney Harley Caudle, prosecuted 
the case for the State of Texas, with 
the Honorable Judge Dale Rabe, Jr., 
presiding.

Armbrust, 30, from Clarendon, 
was sentenced for the third-degree 
felony offense of cruelty to non-live-
stock animals.

July 23, 2025

Enterprise wins PPA 
General Excellence

The Clarendon Enterprise 
received 14 awards at the 116th 

annual Panhandle Press Association 
Convention in Amarillo last week-
end to claim the General Excellence 
Award.

Competing in Division One for 
weekly newspapers, the Enterprise 
earned 12 first place awards and 
placed second in two other catego-
ries.

Sandy Anderberg won First 
Place for the Enterprise for Sports 
Writing, and the crew of Tara 
Allred, Ashlee Estlack, and Roger 
Estlack won First Place for Advertis-
ing Designs. Entries by Roger and 
Ashlee Estlack and Kari Lindsey 
took first place in Human Interest 
Photos.

The Enterprise was also first 
place Front Page Layout, News 
Writing, Spot News Photos, Society 
& Lifestyles, Serious Columns, Spe-
cial Section, Editorials, and Website. 
Feature Stories by Roger Estlack and 
Sandy Anderberg were first place as 
well. Elaina Estlack was second in 
Sports Photos, and the Enterprise 
was also second in Headline Writing.

July 23, 2025

Hoedown raises 
$9.6k for firefighters

The seventh annual Howard-
wick Hoedown raised more money 
than last year and was a huge suc-
cess with a great day of fun and fel-
lowship last Saturday at McMorries 
Memorial Park.

A total of $9,643 after expenses 
will be going to the City of How-
ardwick Volunteer Fire Department. 
That’s an increase of more than $500 
compared to last year.

Jesse Burrow and Anna Brous-
sard won the Challenger 200EX, 
which was this year’s big drawing. 
Several other prizes were raffled off 
during the day. The Putting Contest 
winners this year were Judy Bland, 
first; D.K. Robinson, second; and 
Conrad Lucero, third. Kay Phil-
ley Dye was the winner of the first 
annual poker run.

August 6, 2025

Dirt work begins on 
St. Mary’s church

Dirt work began last week on 
the new St. Mary’s Catholic Church  
after nine years of planning and fun-
draising.

“I’d like to be in by Christmas, 
but I don’t know if it’s possible 
because we were behind starting dirt 
work,” Clifford said.

St. Mary’s original 1892 build-
ing was demolished in 2019 after it 
was found to be structurally unsound 
and unsavable following a 2016 inci-
dent where a car ran into the historic 
structure.

August 6, 2025

Enterprise earns 
national recognition

The National Newspaper 
Association has recognized The 
Clarendon Enterprise for outstand-
ing journalism during the NNA’s 
annual Better Newspaper Contest.

The Enterprise was notified that 
it has received a second place award 
and two honorable mentions from 
the NNA.

Editorials focused on anti-
abortion activist Mark Lee Dick-
son’s efforts to pass an ordinance 
in Clarendon won the Enterprise 
Second Place Best Editorial in the 
Non-daily Division for papers with 
print circulations less than 2,000. 
The paper also received Honorable 
Mention in the same division for Best 
Reporting on Local Government for 
its coverage of the Clarendon City 
Council during Dickson’s efforts.

The Enterprise was also recog-
nized with Honorable Mention for 
Front Page Design.

There were 1,546 entries in the 
Better Newspaper Editorial Contest 
and 196 entries in the Better News-
paper Advertising Contest for a total 
of 1,743 entries. There were 712 
awards won by 102 newspapers in 
33 states.

August 6, 2025

CCISD reboots super 
search, shuffles jobs

Clarendon CISD has reorga-
nized its administrative team while 
it reboots its search for a new super-
intendent.

After none of its three superin-
tendent finalists were selected for the 

job, a new search will be undertaken.
Interim Superintendent Rick 

Teran said the three finalists just 
weren’t the right fit for the school 
and so the board decided to conduct 
a new search.

The Texas Association of 
School Boards (TASB) will continue 
to handle the search at no extra cost 
to the district, Teran said. The school 
will re-advertise the position begin-
ning in October.

In addition, another school 
administrator is leaving the district. 
Clarendon High School Principal 
John Moffett has accepted the job of 
superintendent at Hart ISD effective 
August 18, Teran said.

Elementary and junior high 
counselor Erin Shaw is taking the 
job of being principal for both CHS 
and Clarendon Junior High, and CJH 
Principal Jenifer Pigg is moving to 
the elementary principal position.

August 13, 2025

County freshening 
old office buildings

Clarendon’s Courthouse Square 
will look a little spiffier when Donley 
County completes two projects cur-
rently underway on Sully Street.

The former Hall Income Tax 
office and the old appraisal district 
building are both receiving facelifts 
designed by A Fine Feathered Nest 
and brought to life by Pearson Con-
struction.

County Judge John Howard 
said the project is costing the county 
about $60,000 and is intended 
to approve the appearance of the 
square.

August 20, 2025

City, Republic work 
on trash deal details

The Clarendon City Council 
and Republic Services worked on 
their franchise agreement last Thurs-
day as the company prepares to take 
over the city’s trash collection Octo-
ber 1.

Republic representative Mat-
thew Peterson said his company is 
working now to bring in new and 
refurbished Dumpsters to replace 
those now owned by Waste Connec-
tions.

Peterson again discussed his 
company’s intention to get involved 
in the community, noting that they 
are joining the Chamber of Com-
merce. He asked what his company 
could do for Clarendon, and Alder-
man Brittany Wolfe replied, “Just 
pick up our trash regularly.” To 
which Peterson replied, “We are 
really excited to show you how it’s 
done.”

August 20, 2025

HCISD okays deficit 
budget for FY 2026

Hedley CISD trustees adopted 
a deficit budget Monday night fol-
lowing a public hearing as the 
school continues to look for ways to 
increase enrollment.

“We had a good meeting and 
good discussion, and we adopted a 
deficit budget due to a lack of enrol-
ment,” Superintendent Tracey Lang-
ford said.

The shortfall of about $500,000 
will be made up from the school’s 
reserves. Langford says Hedley has 
suffered a decrease in state funding 
with enrollment being below 90 stu-
dents for the last two years. Hedley’s 
enrollment is 86 this week.

Langford says if they can boost 
enrollment back above 90, the state 
funds will increase. School officials 
continue to consider programs and 
incentives that might interest kids 
and families to help boost enroll-
ment, and the school’s adoption of a 
hybrid calendar this year might draw 
some interest also. Under the hybrid 
calendar, Hedley will go to a four-
day week following the Thanksgiv-
ing break.

August 20, 2025

New era begins for 
CC judging program

One of Clarendon College’s 
signature programs is entering a 
new era with a leadership transition 
underway.

Since the inception of the live-
stock judging program at Clarendon 
College in 1976, only two men have 
ever held the distinction of head 
coach – Jerry Hawkins and Johnny 

Treichel.
That steady leadership has 

resulted in one of the most stable and 
consistent judging programs in the 
country. After careful consideration, 
CC officials announced this week 
that Ty Gillespie will be taking on 
the position of head livestock judg-
ing coach and judging teams’ coor-
dinator.

Gillespie is a familiar face to 
the program, having served along-
side Treichel since 2019. He grew 
up in Joshua and is a CC alumnus 
himself, having attended Clarendon 
College to judge livestock in 2015. 

August 27, 2025

Kenny King’s name 
to grace football field

The name of Kenny King, one 
of Clarendon High School’s most 
famous alumni, will be added to the 
football field at Bronco Stadium fol-
lowing Monday night’s action by the 
CCISD Board of Trustees.

Following an online commu-
nity survey, trustees voted in favor 
of approving Kenny King Field at 
Bronco Stadium.

Clarendon CISD Interim Super-
intendent Rick Teran said the survey 
results showed almost 60 percent 
approved or strongly approved of 
the proposal.

More than 75 percent of respon-
dents were very familiar with King’s 
accomplishments, and another 17.1 
percent were somewhat familiar. Of 
those taking the survey, 79.3 percent 
said it was important to recognize 
outstanding alumni.

September 10, 2025

CHS alumni gather 
for homecoming

Homecoming 2025 was a big 
event for Clarendon High School 
with hundreds of alumni returning to 
reunite with former classmates and 
relive old memories.

Reunion organizer Virgina 
Patten estimates about 400 people 
attended some part of the event, 
which had activities last Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday.

“They had such a good time,” 
Patten said of the alumni. “It was 
great. People cried they had such a 
good time.”

Patten said seven full pages 
of names were entered in a journal 
during the event, and she felt like the 
event was good not only for those in 
attendance but for the community as 
well in terms of the business that was 
brought to town.

Almost 300 people pre-paid for 
barbecue, and Patten said 280 actu-
ally came through the line on Satur-
day night.

September 17, 2025

Clarendon sales tax 
revenue Sept. high

Clarendon recorded its highest 
ever sales tax revenue for the month 
of September last week when Acting 
Texas Comptroller Kelly Hancock 
delivered monthly allocations to 
local governments.

The city received $46,041.48, 
which was 13.82 percent higher than 
the $40,451.08 recorded for Sep-
tember 2024 and setting a new high 
for the month. Clarendon is now 
8.88 percent ahead for its calendar 
year-to-date sales tax revenue with 
a total of $414,955.37 compared to 
$381,086.62 this time last year.

September 17, 2025

CCISD Trustees will 
vote on new buses

Clarendon CISD Trustees will 
consider the purchase of two 51-pas-
senger buses during a called session 
next Monday, September 22, accord-
ing to Interim Superintendent Rick 
Teran.

The American Dreamliner 
buses are built on a the Freightliner 
M2 chassis and have about 24,000 
miles on them. The buses will be 
white with maroon graphics, and 
the total cost to the district will be 
$699,370.

Trustees discussed and voted 
on purchasing the buses during their 
regular meeting on September 8, but 
it was later discovered that the item 
was not listed properly on that meet-
ing’s agenda. Teran said the board 
will also be discussing the graphics 
that will go on the buses.
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2025: Lady Broncos softball team makes history 
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Broncos & Lady BroncosBroncos & Lady Broncos
Lady Broncos v WellingtonLady Broncos v Wellington 
                Jan. 6 • 6:30 p.m. @ Jan. 6 • 6:30 p.m. @  HOME HOME
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 Broncos! Broncos!

Sustainability in Action.

September 24, 2025

Fall enrollment down 
at Clarendon College 

Clarendon College’s fall enroll-
ment is down less than two percent 
this year with a total headcount of 
1,528 in all locations.

Fall 2024 enrollment was 1.1 
percent higher with 1,546 students.

Following the 12th class day 
on September 10, CC reported the 
Clarendon campus had 281 stu-
dents, down from 304 last fall, and 
the Pampa Center was down from 
118 last fall to 107 this fall, but the 
Childress Center was up from 43 last 
year to 47 this year.

The Amarillo Center had 50 
cosmetology students compared to 
67 in the fall of 2024.

September 24, 2025

New show spotlights 
historic JA Ranch

Kent Rollins wants all of Amer-
ica to appreciate cowboy way of life, 
and he’s starting his newest venture 
with a spotlight on the JA Ranch 
southwest of Clarendon.

With more than 40 years of 
experience in chuckwagon cooking 
and as a working cowboy, Rollins 
hand picked the JA as the site for the 
first episode of Cast Iron Cowboy on 
the Outdoor Channel.

“We wanted to highlight the 
American rancher and cowboy and 
their very way of life. The JA had 
to be the first one,” Rollins told the 
Enterprise. 

October 1, 2025

Crosstimber team wins 
chuckwagon cookoff

The Crosstimber Ranch wagon 
team from Mustang, Okla., claimed 
the championship of the Col. Charles 
Goodnight Chuckwagon Cookoff 
last Saturday, September 27, beating 
out four other teams.

After consulting with cooking 
teams, museum officials changed 
the format of the cookoff this year. 
Food categories were not judged, 
and prize money usually awarded 
for those contests was used as incen-
tives to help wagon teams cover the 
expense of travel. Unfortunately, cir-
cumstances of health, available help, 
and a competing contest downstate 
prevented several wagon teams from 
attending the event this year.

October 8, 2025

Sen. Perry addresses 
water and energy

State Sen. Charles Perry 
(R-Lubbock) addressed a wide 
range of issues before a crowd of 
local citizens and officials as well 
as Clarendon College RFO students 
during a town hall at the Harned Sis-
ters Fine Arts Center Tuesday after-
noon.

Perry is the main author of leg-
islation that will help Texas develop 
water resources for the future if 
voters approve Proposition 4 on next 
month’s state constitutional election 
ballot. The effort would set aside $1 
billion in state sales tax funds per 
year for 20 years starting in 2027.

Perry addressed datacenters 
coming to Texas and said five such 
facilities are being planned or built 
in his district. Amidst public con-
cerns about the energy and water 
usage of the facilities, Perry said the 
facilities will likely generate some of 
their own electricity and eventually 
sell some energy back to the grid, 
and he said the water usage could be 
limited if datacenters used closed-
loop systems or took advantage of 
air-cooling methods.

October 15, 2025

Phase 1 of bridge 
nears completion

The bridge replacement project 
on US 287 in Clarendon is nearing 
the end of Phase One, according to 
officials with the TxDOT Childress 
District.

The box and subgrade work is 
complete as of last week, and the 
contractor was anticipating the curb 
and gutter work would be completed 
by the end of last week with side-
walks being complete this week.

TxDOT says the plan is to 
begin pouring the concrete pavement 
by the week of October 20 with an 
anticipated date of moving to phase 
two the end of November.

October 15, 2025

73rd Cotton Festival 
draws large crowd

Hedley hosted its 73rd Cotton 
Festival Friday and Saturday, Octo-
ber 10 and 11, with a large crowd 
from nearby communities and lots of 

activities this year.
Organizers were pleased with 

the event which drew about 20 ven-
dors in addition to food trucks and 
other forms of entertainment. An 
alumni reunion at the Hedley school 
was also well attended Saturday.

Several drawings were held to 
raise funds for local organizations. 
The Cotton Bale raffled off by the 
Lions Club was won by Jean Taylor, 
and Debbie Kennedy won the 50/50 
raffle to support the Hedley Volun-
teer Fire Department. The Hedley 
Senior Citizens held three drawings. 
Nathan Floyd won that 50/50 pot, 
Tom Heck won the Henry riffle, and 
Kerry Cartrite won the drawing for 
the shotgun.

October 22, 2025

CCISD Trustees 
discuss drug testing

Clarendon CISD will explore 
mandatory drug testing of students 
in extracurricular activities follow-
ing last week’s meeting of the Board 
of Trustees.

Superintendent Rick Teran 
brought up the subject and asked 
trustees for their opinions on the 
idea. Each board member said they 
had not thought about it before but 
were open to having a discussion.

The program described by 
Teran would require all students par-
ticipating in extracurricular activities 
to be drug tested at the beginning of 
the school year with random tests 
throughout the year afterwards. The 
estimated cost of the tests would be 
$19 per student.

October 22, 2025

CCISD names Teran 
as superintendent

Rick Teran was named as 
the fulltime superintendent by 
Clarendon CISD Trustees last Tues-
day, October 14, during their regu-
lar meeting, dropping his “interim,” 
title.

After a closed session lasting 
about 50 minutes, the board returned 
to open session and approved two 
motions – one putting the school’s 
Superintendent Search on hold 
indefinitely, and the second to adjust 
the interim superintendent’s agree-
ment, effectively making Teran the 
fulltime superintendent.

Teran told the Enterprise his 
employment agreement is not the 
same as typical superintendent’s 
contract, basically allowing him to 
leave the job if he wants and allow-
ing the school board to resume the 
search or hire someone else.

October 29, 2025

287 traffic flow to 
change on Monday

Traffic flow on US 287 will be 
shifted in Clarendon next week as 
the contractors for the US 287 bridge 
replacement project shift into phase 
two.

The traffic switch will take 
place Monday, November 3, accord-
ing to the TxDOT Childress Dis-
trict office. Two-way traffic will be 
shifted from the northbound lanes to 
the southbound lanes.

October 29, 2025

Lady Broncos XC 
team statebound

The Clarendon Lady Broncos 
cross-country team is having a stellar 
year on the course, and the District 
Championship and Regional Run-
ner-Up awards confirmed the fact 
that the Lady Broncos are a force to 
be reckoned with.

All season, all seven ladies have 
been giving their all, in practice and 
in competition. They have placed 
deep each and every meet and have 
fully deserved this trip to the State 
Cross-Country Meet to be held in 
Round Rock this Saturday, Novem-
ber 1, at the Old Settler’s Park.

November 5, 2025

Lions Club celebrates  
103rd anniversary

The Clarendon Lions Club 
held its 103rd anniversary Charter 
Banquet last Tuesday, October 28, 
and presented awards to outstanding 
members during the evening.

Boss Lion Pro Tem Chanel 
Silva announced Lion Anndria New-
house and Lion Ted Shaller as the 
Lions of the Year, following a tie 
vote among the membership earlier 
last month.

Newhouse and Shaller were 
honored for their service to the club 
and their work with sponsoring 
blood drives, bringing in programs, 
and always being at the forefront of 
being willing to serve as well as for 
encouraging others to join them in 
service.
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Clarendon Lions Club Regular 
meeting each Tuesday at noon. 
Brian Barboza, Boss Lion. Roger 
Estlack, Secretary

Clarendon Chamber of Commerce Regular 
Board of Directors meeting third Tuesday 
each month at 6:00 p.m. at the Clarendon 
Visitor Center.

Clarendon Lodge #700 AF&AM 
Stated meeting: Second Mondays, 
7:30 p.m.  Refreshments at 6:30 
p.m.  Practice: Fourth Mondays,   
7 p.m. Corey Blais - W.M., Russell 
Estlack - Secretary. 2 B 1, ASK 1

MEETINGS

Call in your ad at

874-2259
Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. 

Prepayment required. 
Visa / MasterCard accepted.

Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m. classifi eds
REAL ESTATE

Big E Meeting Listings
only $8.50 per month. Call 874-
2259 to have your club or orga-

nization meeting listed.

Subscribe Today and never miss an issue.

Clarendon Alcoholics Anony-
mous Group 806-661-1015, 
806-671-9766, 806-205-1840, 
24 hour hotline 877-421-4334. 
Mon. & Sat. 7 p.m. 416 S Kear-
ney St.

Where’s

Call Today! 806-874-2259

Your Card?Your Card?
Business Cards • Flyers • Brochures

Envelopes • Stationery • Posters
Postcards • Promotional Items

FACILITIES AVAILABLE - Family Reunions, 
Receptions, Business Meetings, Club Func-
tions, and more. Clarendon Lions Hall, 111 W. 
Fourth. Call 874-2259 for rental information.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: 
All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 

to advertise "any preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, or national origin, 
or an intention, to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination."  Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant 
women, and people securing custody of chil-
dren under 18. This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law.  Our readers 
are hereby informed that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.  To complain of dis-
crimination, call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777.  The toll-free telephone number of the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.
CLASSIFIED AD RATES are $10.00 for the 
fi rst 15 words and 15¢ for each additional 
word. Special typefaces or boxes are extra.
THANK YOU NOTES are $15.00 for the fi rst 
40 words and 15¢ for each additional word.
DEADLINES are 5:00 p.m. each Monday, sub-
ject to change for special editions and holidays.
PREPAYMENT IS REQUIRED on all 
ads except for customers with established 
accounts. Visa and MasterCard accepted.
ERRORS: Check your ad on its fi rst printing. 
Errors not corrected within ten days of the fi rst 
printing are the responsibility of the advertiser.

Saints' Roost Museum
610 East Harrington

Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Open for appointments.
Call 874-2746.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SERVICESPUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE: THE CLARENDON ECONOMIC Devel-
opment Corporation is accepting proposals for 
a central HVAC system for the Visitor Center 
offi ce and Mulkey Theatre lobby area. Propos-
als should be submitted by 5 p.m., Monday, 
January 12, 2026, at the Clarendon Visitor 
Center, 110 S. Kearney, Clarendon, Texas 
79226 or received by that date at PO Box 826, 
Clarendon, TX 79226. For information, contact 
the Visitor Center at 806-874-2421.

GET IN ON GET IN ON 
     THE ACTION     THE ACTION

Keep up with all your local sports teams. 
Keep up with all your local sports teams. 

Subscribe today.Subscribe today. Call 874-2259.Call 874-2259. 

Lion Richard Green was rec-
ognized by the club with a plaque 
honoring his term of service as club 
president from 2024-2025.

Millie McAnear was formally 
crowned as the club’s Sweetheart for 
the current year. Her grandmother 
also held that same title when she 
was a girl.

November 12, 2025

Clarendon man dies 
following accident

A single vehicle accident in 
Armstrong County took the life of 
a Clarendon man last Tuesday after-
noon, November 4.

Christopher Brown, age 47, 
was traveling eastbound on US 287 
when his 2016 Dodge Ram 1500 
left the roadway near CR 30 close to 
the Donley County line and struck a 
utility pole, according to the Texas 
Department of Public Safety. Brown 
was wearing a seat belt during the 
accident.

Brown was transported by 
ambulance to Amarillo Northwest 
Texas Hospital, where he passed 
away.

Family friends told the Enter-
prise that family members were told 
Brown had a medical incident, spe-
cifically a heart attack, which caused 
the accident.

November 12, 2025

Local man facing 
new felony charge

A Clarendon man is in the 
Donley County Jail this week, 
charged with a second crime after 
being arrested earlier this year for 
sexual assault.

Jacquaviyon Brown is facing a 
charge of Burglary of a Habitation, 
a second-degree felony, after he 
allegedly broke into the home of a 
Clarendon woman on November 2, 
according to Donley County Sheriff 
Butch Blackburn.

Brown, age 21, turned himself 
in on November 3 and was arraigned 
by Justice of the Peace Sarah Hatley 
on November 4.

He was originally arrested 
on April 13 for the sexual assault 
offense which allegedly occurred on 
April 6. Following that arrest, Brown 
was released on $20,000 bond.

November 12, 2025

City hits new high 
sales tax revenue

Clarendon’s sales tax revenue 
hit a new all-time monthly high last 
week when Acting Texas Comptrol-

ler Kelly Hancock delivered Novem-
ber allocations to local governments.

The city received $65,375.62 
for the month, which is up 22.07 per-
cent compared to last November’s 
allocation of $52,736.12. That’s the 
highest revenue for November and 
the highest of any month in the city’s 
history.

The previous record was set 
in November 2023, when the city 
received $61,362.03.

The November boost pushes 
the city’s calendar year-to-date total 
$519,952.11, an increase of 9.91 per-
cent compared to this point in 2024.

November 12, 2025

King says community 
shares his honor

Maroon letters now spell out 
“Kenny King Field” on the grass of 
Bronco Stadium, but the man who 
put Clarendon on the map with two 
Super Bowl championships says the 
honor is not solely his – it belongs to 
the community.

The formal naming ceremony 
came during halftime of Clarendon 
High School’s game with Quanah 
last Friday. It was a day filled with 
memories, a pep rally speech by 
King, hundreds of autographs, and 
a Bronco victory that propelled his 
alma mater to the playoffs. On Sat-
urday, King reflected on what the 
naming of the field means to him.

“A lot of people said they’re 
happy for me and proud of me,” 
King said, “but it’s not just me. It’s 
us. That’s why I wanted my friends 
and family and classmates with me 
last night. Without them, there is no 
Kenny King… or Kenneth King.”

November 19, 2025

CCISD adopts unified 
branding and logo

Clarendon CISD announced 
last week the approval of a new, 
unified branding and logo system 
designed to strengthen district iden-
tity and reflect the pride and tradition 
of the Bronco community.

Over the past several months, 
a group of community volunteers 
collaborated with school staff and 
professional designers to develop 
a cohesive look that represents 
Clarendon CISD’s values of excel-
lence, tradition, and connection.

The new branding aims to 
create a consistent visual identity 
across all campuses, programs, and 
organizations within the district.

The new logo was approved by 
the Clarendon CISD Board of Trust-
ees on November 10, 2025.

“Our goal was to develop a look 
that truly feels like Clarendon, some-
thing that honors our history while 
giving us a clean, professional iden-
tity moving forward,” said Superin-
tendent Rick Teran.

November 19, 2025

City considering 
disciplinary options

The Clarendon City Council 
is exploring employee disciplinary 
options after public complaints aired 
at last week’s regular meeting on 
November 13.

In public comments, Irene 
Shaller told the council about con-
frontations she had had with City 
Secretary Machiel Covey regarding 
Shaller’s bed and breakfast business.

Shaller said she had tried to 
follow the rules for paying Hotel 
Occupancy Taxes for her property 
but described hostile treatment from 
Covey and said the city secretary had 
pretended to be a bed and breakfast 
guest to try to contact her.

Later in the meeting, Shannon 
Herndon described her experience 
in trying to pay a water bill for an 
account which was turned of during 
a time of disputed bill. Herndon said 
she came to City Hall to learn more 
about her bill, and she also described 
a heated interaction with Covey 
while she tried to pay for her bill.

Covey responded that Shaller 
and Herndon’s accounts of what hap-
pened were not accurate and said she 
had followed procedures, although 
she did admit getting flustered when 
Herndon was in the office discussing 
the late water bill.

November 19, 2025

State approves grant 
for sidewalk project

The City of Clarendon has 
been approved for a new sidewalk 
improvement project funded by the 
Texas Department of Transportation.

The city project will receive 
$264,800 in state funds for sidewalk 
improvements in the 300 block of 
Sully Street in front of City Hall and 
three county-owned building as well 
as near the Clarendon Lions Hall in 
the 400 block of Sully.

The project will fill gaps in 
the pedestrian network by replac-
ing broken/damaged sidewalks as 
well as sidewalk leveling and curb 
and gutter replacement. Additional 
improvements will include new curb 
ramps and pedestrian lighting.

The Clarendon project is part of 
more than $284.8 million approved 
by the Texas Transportation Com-

mission for bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure that will help improve 
safety, mobility, access and quality 
of life for people across the state.

November 25, 2025

CCISD accepts 
donation to buy bus

Clarendon public school stu-
dents, employees, and taxpayers 
have a special reason to be thank-
ful this season after an anonymous 
donation was made to help pay for 
a new bus.

Clarendon CISD Trustees for-
mally accepted the grant during 
their regular meeting on Novem-
ber 10. School officials say the gift 
of $359,000 will pay for one of the 
two travel buses the district recently 
ordered.

December 3, 2025

Small Town Christmas 
draws good crowd

Cold, windy weather didn’t 
stop Clarendon’s second annual 
Small Town Christmas from attract-
ing a good turnout for holiday fund 
and Small Business Saturday sav-
ings at local merchants.

Committee Chair Denise Ber-
trand said thought the event went 
very well considering how cold it 
was and said she had received only 
one complaint.

Several merchants reported a 
busy day Saturday, and Bertrand 
said food vendors did very well. The 
Roost had a full house for craft and 
specialty vendors and was a busy 
place downtown, and a barrel train 
kept kids entertained. Santa’s Play 
House also provided crafts for kids 
at the Clarendon College Downtown 
Center.

A scavenger hunt during the 
day drew three teams with first place 
and $75 in Chamber Cash going to 
the Dream Team – Elizabeth and 
Deon Cowan; second place and $50 
in Chamber Cash going to the Judge 
& Jury – Pat and Kelly Hill, Mandi 
Gay, and Holly White; and Kirsten 
Bertrand was third and got $25 in 
Chamber Cash.

In the Gingerbread House con-
test, results were as follows: Chil-
dren’s Category – Titus Truex, first 
place, $75 in Chamber Cash, Tobias 
Truex, second place, $50 in Cham-
ber Cash, and Cavett Dorl, third 
place and $25 in Chamber Cash; 
Adult Division – Lisa Heald, first 
place and $75 in Chamber Cash and 
Emery Truex, second place and $50 
in Chamber Cash.

Tom Thompson was the first 

place winner of the Ugly Sweater 
Contest with a $75 Chamber Cash 
prize. Annette Osburn got $50 in 
Chamber Cash for second place, and 
Krista Percival got $25 in Chamber 
Cash for third place.

December 10, 2025

Rep. King touts wins 
for rural interests

State Rep. Ken King (R-Cana-
dian) reviewed the accomplishments 
of recent legislative sessions when 
he visited Clarendon last Tuesday 
for a town hall meeting at the Bair-
field Activity Center.

One of the bills King was par-
ticularly proud of was a rural health 
care bill that provides grant funding 
for ambulances in rural areas.

Some of his urban colleagues 
were not strong supporters of the 
bill, King said, until he asked if they 
ever traveled to Colorado. He told 
them if they have an accident on the 
highway, without support for rural 
health care, “there’s no one coming 
to help you.” The bill passed and was 
signed into law.

December 10, 2025

Candidates line up to 
run for treasurer

Voters in the Republican Pri-
mary next spring will have to decide 
two contested races in Donley 
County following Monday’s filing 
deadline.

County Treasurer Wanda Smith 
is retiring at the end of her term, and 
three people have signed up for her 
position – Zan Bullock, who cur-
rently employed by Smith’s office, 
Joaenea Horn, and Terri Luna.

Precinct 4 Commissioner Dan 
Sawyer has drawn a challenger for 
his job from Shaun O’Keefe, who 
has been serving as a regent for 
Clarendon College.

Five other county officials 
signed up unopposed for the Repub-
lican nomination for their offices: 
County Judge John Howard, County 
Clerk Vicky Tunnell, Precinct 1&2 
Justice of the Peace Sarah Hatley, 
Precinct 3&4 Justice of the Peace Pat 
White, and Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Daniel Ford.

December 17, 2025

Franks wraps 
another solid NFR

It’s been a whirlwind 365 days 
for bareback rider Cole Franks. He 
left Nevada last December with 
more than $155,000 in earnings and 
a plan to be back.

He set out on a plan to do that, 
but there were other aspects to his life 
that were also a priority. Franks was 
married in May to the former Dustie 
Warr, then set off on the rodeo trail 
that kept him on the road for much 
of the summer. He kept winning, and 
the result was a fourth qualification 
to the National Finals Rodeo.

He and his bride are also 
expecting their first child in Febru-
ary, so he arrived in Las Vegas two 
weeks ago with gold on his mind and 
a goal of buying diapers and baby 
food for months to come. This is the 
world’s richest rodeo, where a disap-
pointing 10 nights still resulted in a 
payday of $107,781.

December 17, 2025

City okays northside 
water line proposal

The Clarendon City Council 
approved moving forward with a 
project to replace aging water lines 
on north side of town during its regu-
lar meeting last Thursday, December 
11.

City Administrator Brian Bar-
boza told the council the city’s engi-
neers estimate the project will cost 
about $107,000 to replace several 
blocks of cast iron water pipes. The 
city would look at funding the proj-
ect with tax notes, which could be 
paid off in seven years with an annual 
note payment of about $30,000.

In other city business, the coun-
cil met in closed session for almost 
an hour and half to consider dis-
ciplinary action on City Secretary 
Machiel Covey following citizens’ 
complaints aired at the November 
meeting. Returning to open session, 
the council approved placing writ-
ten employee disciplinary note in 
Covey’s file.

December 25, 2025

Volunteers round up 
food for needy

Clarendon school kids and 
others donated more than 2,600 
canned goods plus dozens of boxed 
dry goods in a food drive for the 
holidays. The food was delivered 
to the Clarendon Lions Club last 
Monday, December 15, where it was 
divided and distributed to local food 
pantries. Lions delivered 13 holi-
day food boxes with hams to local 
families, and the remaining food was 
delivered to Christ’s Kids Ministry, 
the Bread of Life food pantry, and 
the Donley County Senior Citizens. 
Lion Chris Reuter also said that two 
beeves were donated and processed 
and donated locally as well.
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As we usher in 2026, we would like 
to extend our best wishes to everyone 

who helped make us so successful.

We appreciate your patronage, and we 
look forward to serving you 

in the years to come. 

From everyone at Herring Bank, 
we wish a happy, healthy, and 

prosperous new year to all!

HERRING BANKHERRING BANK

2026

We will close at 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 31, 2025, 
and will be closed Thursday, January 1, 2026.


