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Clarendon CISD is working 
hard to welcome eligible Hedley 
students entering grades 7-12 this 
fall under a transfer agreement 
between the two school districts.

The agreement comes as 
Hedley ISD transitions its junior 
high and high school students to 
neighboring districts while continu-
ing to serve students in pre-kinder-
garten through sixth grade.

Clarendon Superintendent 
Byron May said the district is com-
mitted to making the transition as 
smooth as possible.

“Our goal is to make this tran-
sition as simple and welcoming as 
possible for students and families,” 
May said. “Students coming from 
Hedley will be full members of our 
school community, with the same 
opportunities to learn, compete, par-
ticipate, and belong.”

Clarendon has scheduled sev-
eral events for incoming Hedley 
families. Campus tours of Clarendon 
Junior High and Clarendon High 

School were held Monday, July 27, 
with a make-up tour planned for 
Monday, August 10, at 5:30 p.m. 
Hedley parents also are invited to 
meet Clarendon school principals 
at 6 p.m. Thursday, July 30, in the 
Hedley School Library. 

New student registration 
will be held from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Wednesday, August 5, at the 
Clarendon CISD Administration 
Building.

Under the agreement, 
Clarendon will accept eligible 
Hedley students entering grades 
7-12 who wish to attend and who 
have not been expelled under state 
law. Transfer students will attend 
Clarendon Junior High or Clarendon 
High School and will have access 
to the district’s academic, extra-
curricular and co-curricular activ-
ities under the same standards as 
Clarendon resident students, subject 
to University Interscholastic League 
rules, eligibility requirements and 
any tryouts completed before the 

transfer.
Clarendon CISD will provide 

special education and related ser-
vices to eligible students while they 
are enrolled in the district. The two 
districts also will share necessary 
student records, with parental per-
mission and in compliance with 
federal privacy laws, to help ensure 
a smooth transition.

Hedley ISD will provide trans-
portation to and from a designated 
bus stop in Clarendon on school 
days. The districts have identified 
the Clarendon High School parking 
lot as the initial pickup and drop-off 
location. Transportation is expected 
to arrive by 7:30 a.m. and depart by 
3:30 p.m., although those arrange-
ments may be adjusted by mutual 
agreement. Additional transporta-
tion information will be provided 
before classes begin.

Students transferring to 
Clarendon will have access to the 
district’s academic programs, ath-
letics, fine arts, career and techni-

cal education, dual-credit courses, 
and student organizations. The dis-
tricts also agreed to communicate 
regarding attendance, grades, state 
assessments, course selections, and 
student participation to help Hedley 
ISD monitor the progress of its resi-
dent students.

The agreement covers stu-
dents enrolling during the 2026-27 
and 2027-28 school years. Students 
accepted under the agreement 
may remain enrolled at Clarendon 
through graduation, provided they 
continue to meet district enrollment 
and conduct requirements.

“We want Hedley students and 
parents to hear this clearly,” May 
said. “There is a place for you at 
Clarendon. Our teachers, students, 
coaches, sponsors, and community 
are ready to welcome you to Bronco 
Nation.”

Families with questions may 
contact Clarendon CISD at 806-
310-7220 or by email at may.
byron@clarendonisd.net.

Clarendon 
considers 
RV park 
ordinance

The City of Clarendon is con-
sidering RV park regulations and 
code enforcement as leaders try to 
prepare the community for possible 
growth in the future.

Several neighboring communi-
ties are grappling with the influx of 
workers from data centers, and many 
are experiencing a surge in RV park 
developments as housing markets 
can’t keep up with demand.

The Clarendon City Coun-
cil looked at an RV park ordinance 
from the City of Claude and a draft 
ordinance from the City of Mem-
phis during a called meeting last 
Thursday. All of Clarendon’s alder-
men agreed that the city needs to be 
ready if a new development comes 
to town, and they compared the two 
sets of rules with the help of Interim 
City Administrator Floyd Hartman.

The council decided to use 
Claude’s ordinance as its basis and 
add elements of Memphis’ proposed 
rules to craft regulations in the City 
of Clarendon.

Some of the general items 
agreed to last week were spacing 
requirements for RV parks, prohibit-
ing open fires at RV parks, requiring 
RV parks to have commercial utility 
and trash accounts, requiring permits 
to build and annual licenses to oper-
ate RV parks, and requiring fencing. 

During the meeting, officials 
suggested the new rules would apply 
only to new RV parks and would not 
apply to existing facilities until those 
change hands and then the new rules 
would apply.

Hartman explained several 
items of the Claude and Memphis 
ordinances and also guided the 
council about the pros and cons of 
different ways to implement RV park 
regulations based on his years of 
experience in city government.

The council also discussed the 
need for improved code enforcement 
and to consider returning to requir-
ing building permits as necessary in 
order for any RV park ordinance to 
be effective and for the city to be pre-
pared for growth. 

Hartman will have the city 
attorney review the council’s ordi-
nance ideas and bring a draft ordi-
nance to the next city meeting. He 
said he believes the city could have 
rules in place by September or Octo-
ber.

The proposed RV regulations 
come after a June council meeting in 
which aldermen agreed they wanted 
to be proactive and have Clarendon 
ready for growth.

The City of Clarendon is work-
ing with Greenbelt Water Author-
ity to address a water quality issue 
found by the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
recently.

Earlier this month, the city 
gave public notice that the TCEQ 
had determined the level of trihalo-
methanes (THMS) in Clarendon’s 
drinking water had exceeded the 
maximum containment level of 
0.080 milligrams per liter (mg/L), 
and the city’s level at sampling was 

0.114 mg/L. 
The state says people do not 

need to use an alternative water 
supply but that exposure to high 
levels of THMS over many years 
may cause health problems.

Greenbelt General Manager 
Bobbie Kidd said THMS is a byprod-
uct of disinfecting water which con-
tains organic matter and said it is not 
an easy problem to fix.

“It’s a complex problem,” Kidd 
said. “Unfortunately, with the lake as 
low as it is, we have a whole lot of 

organic matter in the water.”
According to the state, THMS 

are a group of volatile organic 
compounds that are formed when 
chlorine, added to the water during 
the treatment process for disinfec-
tion, reacts with naturally occurring 
organic matter in the water.

Kidd said adding ammonia to 
the treatment process can help with 
the THMS level but said Greenbelt 
had cut back on ammonia to address 
problems other Greenbelt member 
cities were having further down the 

line.
“We kind of hurt ourselves here 

when we did that,” he said. “We’re 
going to have to start putting more 
ammonia in there.”

But Kidd said it won’t be a 
quick or easy fix. In addition to 
the low lake levels increasing the 
organic matter, the high tempera-
tures this summer will also make the 
problem more difficult to solve.

Interim City Administrator 
Floyd Hartman says the problem is 
a challenge that will be ongoing but 

said the city and Greenbelt are work-
ing together to address the matter.

“They [Greenbelt] are going to 
address this in a positive way with 
their treatment process, and we’re 
going to do additional sampling,” 
Hartman said. 

The city also says compliance 
with the state is based on a three-test 
average, so future samples will be 
averaged against the current sam-
ples.

“It’s going to be a process get-
ting into compliance,” Hartman said. 

Larry Jeffers will lead 
Hedley ISD as its interim 
superintendent as the school 
makes its transition to an 
elementary-only campus 
this fall.

Hedley held registra-
tion last Wednesday, July 
22, and school trustees hired 
Jeffers on Thursday.

Jeffers said 25 kids 
signed up for classes in 

pre-kindergarten through 
sixth grade, and he expects 
that number will grow to 
about 30 before school starts 
on August 11.

The school has stu-
dents in every grade, and 
Jeffers said all their school 
supplies will be provided 
this year.

“We won’t have any 
school supply lists,” Jeffers 

said. “It’s all taken care of.”
Jeffers brings with him 

46 years of experience in 
education with 27 of those 
as the principal of Clarendon 
High School before retiring 
about five years ago. He 
has also previously served 
as a principal for Hedley 
and most recently served as 
Clarendon CISD’s interim 
superintendent earlier this 

year.
Hedley Elementary 

will hold its Meet the 
Teacher Night and Title I 
meeting in the library on 
August 10 at 6 p.m.

For seventh through 
12th graders living in the 
Hedley school district, 
Clarendon CISD hosted 
tours of its junior high and 

Nair to meet voters 
in Clarendon July 30

Congressional candidate 
Mark Nair will visit Clarendon 
later this month for a public meet-
and-greet 
hosted by 
the Donley 
C o u n t y 
D e m o -
crats.

T h e 
event is 
scheduled 
for Thurs-
day, July 
30, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the 
Mulkey Theatre at 108 Kearney 
St.

According to event orga-
nizers, the gathering will give 
residents an opportunity to meet 
Nair, ask questions and hear about 
his campaign for the US House 
of Representatives represent-
ing Texas’ 13th Congressional 
District. Organizers encourage 
attendees to bring others inter-
ested in learning more about the 
candidate.

The event announcement 
describes Nair as a Texas Pan-
handle native who is focused on 
issues affecting the region, includ-
ing rural communities and land 
stewardship. Organizers also say 
Nair is knowledgeable about the 
ongoing discussion surrounding 
data centers and invite residents of 
all political affiliations to attend.

The meet-and-greet is free 
and open to the public and is being 
hosted by the Donley County 
Democrats.

City, Greenbelt address water quality issue

Clarendon High School Principal Amy Dorris shows the Band Hall to Hedley famlies Monday night as part of a tour of junior high and 
high school facilities so they can see what CCISD has to offer their seventh through 12th grade students. � ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ELAINA ESTLACK

Clarendon welcoming Hedley kids

Hedley hires Jeffers as interim, holds registration

Larry Jeffers

Mark Nair

State sounds alarm 
for West Nile Virus
By Freda Ross, Texas News Service

Summer months mean an 
increase in insects and some of 
them can cause serious illnesses 
and death.

The Texas Department of 
State Health Service is monitoring 
several cases of West Nile virus 
across the state. The first human 
case of West Nile was diagnosed 
in Harris County in May.

Dr. Joydip Roy, market chief 
medical officer for UnitedHealth-
care of the Mid-Atlantic, said the 
mosquito-borne disease is one 
of the most common summer 
illnesses carried by insects. Roy 
noted there are some things 
people can do to reduce risks.

West Nile symptoms include 
fever, headache, fatigue and 
muscle and joint pain. There is 
no vaccine. Texas experienced 
its worst West Nile outbreak in 
2012, when almost 1,900 people 
became sick and 89 died.
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Everyone wants lower property 
taxes. That is what makes the Texas 
Taxpayer Empowerment Plan power-
ful. It promises local spending limits, 
voter approval of tax increases, slower 
appraisal growth and elimination of 
school property taxes for homeowners.

Texans should control their taxes. 
Governments should justify spending. 
No homeowner should be taxed out of a 
home they own.

But lawmakers should test this plan 
beyond a campaign stage. They should 
test it in rural Texas.

Gov. Greg Abbott’s outline would 
limit local spending growth to popu-
lation growth plus inflation or 3.5%, 
whichever is lower. It would require 
two-thirds voter approval for proper-
ty-tax increases, allow 15% of registered 
voters to petition for a rollback election, 
appraise property once every five years, 
lower the homestead appraisal cap from 
10% to 3%, extend it to other property, 
and ask voters to eliminate school prop-
erty taxes on homesteads.

Major details remain unanswered: 
how inflation would be measured, 
which spending would be covered, what 
increase triggers a two-thirds vote.

In my hometown, we are not adding 
residents, subdivisions or businesses. 
Yet the city maintains streets, water 
and sewer systems, police and fire 
protection, parks and an airport – on a 
limited tax base and a flat population. 
Police vehicles, insurance, concrete and 
engineering do not come with a rural 
discount.

My economic development cor-
poration’s Rural Core research project 
found that 97.7% of the increase in tax-
able value over the past two years came 
from reappraising existing property. 
Only 2.3% came from new construction 
and improvement. That is not growth. 
Existing property was simply assigned 
more taxable value.

Reappraisal can make a rural com-
munity look wealthier on paper without 

adding 
a single 
employer. The 
governor’s 
appraisal cap 
and five-year 
cycle may 
slow how 
fast increases 
reach taxpay-
ers, but they 
don’t answer 
the real question: are rural properties 
valued at what they could actually sell 
for? Delaying an appraisal does not cor-
rect an inaccurate one.

Meanwhile, the spending cap treats 
local spending as the enemy. In rural 
Texas, fiscal responsibility is already a 
necessity, not a talking point. A state-
wide formula could deny small towns 
the flexibility to invest in parks, pools, 
libraries and downtowns – the projects 
that keep families and keep towns alive. 
Rural towns deserve nice things too.

Local voters already choose the 
people who set local budgets, and 
they can vote them out when they get 
it wrong. A two-thirds requirement 
changes that math. Even when most 
voters support a project, a little more 
than one-third can kill it. That hands 
a minority the power to overrule the 
majority on decisions that should be 
made at home.

The school proposal carries the 
greatest risk. Eliminating school prop-
erty taxes would give homeowners 
immediate relief, but it would shift a 
permanent obligation from a stable local 
revenue source to the state budget – 
without naming a permanent source to 
replace it

Conservative budgeting used to 
mean paying ongoing responsibilities 
with ongoing revenue, not a temporary 
surplus. In 2011, facing a budget short-
fall, lawmakers cut $5.4 billion from 
public education. What happens during 
the next downturn, once the state owns 

the local share of school funding? Rural 
schools will be back in Austin every ses-
sion, hat in hand, asking lawmakers to 
keep the promises they’re making today.

Local effort also supports local 
control. When Austin writes every 
check, Austin gains leverage over what 
schools receive and how they operate. 
Texas already spends thousands less 
per student than the national average. 
Between vouchers and dependence on 
biennial appropriations, rural districts 
could spend years asking permission just 
to operate.

Here’s the more important con-
versation: before the Governor and 
legislators limits what rural communities 
can raise and spend, state leaders should 
look at their own record – on schools, 
rural roads and water infrastructure – 
first.

Here’s one practical idea: require 
a Rural Impact Statement before law-
makers vote on a major tax proposal. 
Just as a fiscal note tells legislators what 
a bill costs the state, a Rural Impact 
Statement should tell them what it costs 
small towns – their infrastructure, their 
emergency needs, their schools, their 
local control.

Eighty-nine Republican House 
incumbents and nominees have signed 
the governor’s property-tax pledge. The 
devil is in the details. Next time a can-
didate signs a pledge like this at a rally, 
don’t just take the photo. Ask them what, 
exactly, they endorsed. Which inflation 
measure governs our towns? Will emer-
gency repairs be exempt? What perma-
nent revenue replaces school taxes?

Property-tax relief matters. But 
taxpayer empowerment should not mean 
starving rural communities or shipping 
their decisions to Austin. Any Texas tax 
plan must work in rural Texas, too.
Suzanne Bellsnyder is the publisher of the 
Hansford County Reporter-Statesman. After 
20 years of experience in the Texas Capitol, 
she returned to the Texas Panhandle to 
return to her rural roots. 

I’m back….
About two months ago – after more 

than 23 years of writing weekly columns 
– I took my leave. (Okay, maybe it’s my 
“weakly” assembly of words masquerad-
ing as columns might be more accurate.) 
Whatever, I’m back. 

Perhaps a few of my pieces have 
been tolerable, some meriting smiles that 
gave way to laughter, and  – on rarest 
occasions – a few guffaws. 

Previous columns were intended to 
inspire, encourage the choice of higher 
roads and enjoy the pleasures of cruising 
the high seas…. 

*****
It might come as a surprise that I 

have chosen to clear cobwebs from my 
computer keyboard, aware that editors 
might – at any time – choose to replace 
my column with the work of others, or 
perhaps photographs, advertisements or 
even blank space. 

A few wags have kidded (okay, 
half-kidded) that printed words are not 
always better than space left blank, just 
as some speeches fall short of improving 
on silence. Actually, these may be valid 
observations, but so much has happened 
recently, I am inclined to discuss some 
personal experiences – the only kinds 
I’ve had. 

Galinda, who played the lead in 
Broadway’s hit play, Wicked, may have 
been close to the truth with her mala-
propism that rivaled those of the late, 
great baseball player, Yogi Berra. Do 
you remember the question she posed to 
her teacher? “And I don’t see why you 
can’t teach us history without harping on 
the past.”…. 

*****
History for  me has happened fast. 

Before starting to write The Idle Amer-
ican  in 2003, one editor asked what I 
would write about.

I took his 
question seriously, 
thought-gathering 
before answering: 
“Things I know, 
hear, see and do.” 
His rejoinder 
caused cackles in 
the news room. 
“What about the 
fourth week?” 
I’ve pondered his 
question across 
the years. (Actually, I’ve written 1,187 
columns since he was flustered that 
there might not even be a column for the 
fourth week.) His newspaper ran The 
Idle American  occasionally in the early 
years, and regularly for the past decade.

Truth to tell, there are two major 
reasons for my brief absence. My world 
was closing in fast, what with my role 
(as well as our daughters’) to provide 
primary primary care 24/7 for Brenda, 
my wife of 60 years come August 12…. 

*****
Dementia crept  in some eight years 

ago. When her physical and mental defi-
ciencies became increasingly evident, 
we determined that her admission to a 
professional care facility was needed. 
We are thankful that she is now entrusted 
to qualified caregivers in a rural memory 
care facility located near our home.Yes, 
I said rural. Cattle graze nearby, only 
a few hundred yards from earshot of 
traffic’s constant hum from vehicles on 
Interstate Highway 35. 

Knowing that she is compliant and 
“fitting in” nicely with new friends pro-
vides much relief. 

We are blessed beyond measure…. 
*****

My heart  disease – marked by 
quadruple bypass/mitral valve surgery 
in 1998, a heart attack while making 

church announcements in 2021 and 
defibrillation activation shortly before 
Brenda’s move – added to our health 
issues. 

This time, a blocked artery and an 
aortic aneurysm created additional chal-
lenges. 

On June 8, Dr. Srinivasa Potluri, 
Chief of Cardiology, and his team at 
Plano’s Baylor Heart Hospital – employ-
ing non-invasive access through both 
groin and wrist vessels – essentially tied 
off the aneurysm and broke through the 
blockage. It was described as being a 
“complicated procedure,” spanning five 
hours…. 

*****
That’s it.  I was free to go home 

the same afternoon, but opted to stay 
overnight. I fell asleep counting bless-
ings that included the remarkable skills 
of dedicated cardiologists, the love of 
family and the prayers of many. 

Just weeks away from the begin-
ning of my 90 th year on the planet, I 
give most credit to the Great Physician. 
I’ll keep on keeping on as long as possi-
ble, thankful for what has gone before, 
as well as what lies ahead. I intend to 
write weekly again, and resume a public 
speaking regimen that has taken me to 
45 states over the past six decades. 

I think often of the late Art Lin-
kletter’s 1988 book, Old Age Is Not for 
Sissies. He was a man full of life and 
goodness who died a couple of months 
before his 98th birthday, this orphan who 
made it to the top. He is remembered 
fondly for his zest for life, engaging 
people of all ages with his heart-warm-
ing interviews, books and TV show. His 
cup ran over; so does mine…. 

*****
Dr. Newbury, longtime chancellor of Howard 
Payne University, lives in the Metroplex. 
Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com. Phone: 
817-447-3872.

More than a 
futbol rivalry

I, like probably many of you, have been swept 
up by the World Cup. For someone who knows little 
about soccer or futbol, I have still enjoyed many of the 
games, though I must admit I still have no idea what 
constitutes a penalty at times.

As much as I have enjoyed the matches, I have 
also enjoyed following the stories of so many who 
have traveled to our nation and experienced what 
makes America so great. I also have a son currently 
living in Brazil, and it has been fun hearing about his 
experience there and just how crazy that nation gets 
over this event.

I watched the match between England and Argen-
tina last week and thought it was an exciting game. 
It was not until the next day, however, that I learned 
the Argentine team held up a 
banner reading “Las Malvinas 
son Argentinas” (“The Falk-
lands are Argentine”) after the 
match. While I am absolutely 
in no position to comment on 
the game itself, or whether 
Argentina should be punished 
by FIFA for making political 
statements, I thought I could 
at least explain some of the 
history behind why these two 
nations dislike each other so intensely. Only part of it 
has to do with what has happened on the pitch.

In some ways, you can trace hostilities between 
the two nations back to 1806. In that year, and again 
in 1807, the British invaded during the Napoleonic 
Wars as Great Britain attempted to seize the Spanish 
colony and secure new trade markets. During the first 
invasion in June 1806, British troops easily captured 
Buenos Aires, but local militias quickly organized and 
forced the British to surrender just two months later. 
Britain returned in 1807 with a much larger force of 
around 8,000 soldiers, but the locals fought fiercely 
until the British surrendered again. The flag the British 
lost is still displayed in the Santo Domingo Basilica 
as a symbol of the victory. Ironically, these victories 
proved to the people of the region that they could 
defend themselves without Spain’s assistance, helping 
inspire the May Revolution of 1810 and, eventually, 
Argentine independence.

Oddly enough, after the Spanish were driven out, 
it was British influence that largely took their place 
economically and culturally during the nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. British capital financed, 
built, and owned much of Argentina’s railway net-
work, public utilities, and massive meatpacking indus-
try, which exported enormous quantities of beef to the 
United Kingdom. This economic relationship left a 
lasting cultural footprint as well. British immigrants 
introduced sports like football, rugby, and polo, while 
wealthy Argentines adopted British customs, estab-
lished English-style schools, and even named many 
Buenos Aires suburbs after British figures.

This close relationship began to fade in the 1940s 
for several reasons. As beef prices declined, hurting 
the Argentine economy, politicians needed someone 
to blame, and Britain became a convenient target. But 
don’t cry for Argentina. President Juan Perón, the one 
married to Madonna, I mean Eva Perón, was sym-
pathetic to the Axis powers and so in 1848 made the 
popular move to nationalize many British-owned busi-
nesses and infrastructure. Perón also helped turn the 
Falkland Islands into a symbol of Argentine national-
ism, introducing new school textbooks that taught the 
islands rightfully belonged to Argentina.

Finally, in 1982, Argentine forces invaded the 
Falkland Islands. In response, the United Kingdom 
sent a naval task force to retake the territory. After 
about ten weeks of intense fighting, British forces 
regained control of the islands, and Argentina surren-
dered on June 14, 1982. The war claimed the lives 
of 255 British service members and 649 Argentine 
personnel, with both nations honoring those who died 
as heroes.

Since the war, the Falklands have remained a 
British Overseas Territory, although Argentina contin-
ues to claim sovereignty over them. The United King-
dom has increased its military presence on the islands 
while investing in infrastructure and supporting the 
islands’ self-government. In March 2013, the islanders 
voted on whether they wished to remain a British. 
About 92 percent of eligible voters participated, and 
99.8 percent voted to remain British. The United 
Kingdom cited the result as evidence that the islanders 
had exercised their right to self-determination. Argen-
tina rejected the referendum, arguing that it did not 
affect its longstanding territorial claim. The dispute 
has continued diplomatically, but nowhere is it more 
emotionally visible than on the pitch.

I have learned that England and Argentina share 
one of the most intense rivalries in World Cup history 
with a few truly iconic matches. It really began during 
the 1966 quarterfinal, where Argentina’s captain was 
given a controversial red card and England’s manager 
Alf Ramsey famously referred to the Argentine players 
as “animals” after the match. The rivalry became even 
more heated following the Falklands War, culminating 
in the legendary 1986 quarterfinal when Argentina’s 
star player Diego Maradona scored the infamous ille-
gal “Hand of God” goal before following it minutes 
later with the breathtaking “Goal of the Century.” The 
drama continued in the 1998 World Cup when David 
Beckham was red-carded for kicking out during a 
tense match that England eventually lost on penalties. 
Beckham found redemption in their 2002 group-stage 
meeting by converting the winning penalty in a 1-0 
English victory.

All of that history made last week’s dramatic 
2-1 comeback by England even more significant. It 
was not only the banner after the match. In the locker 
room, the Argentine players were filmed singing one 
of their favorite team songs, which includes the line, 
“Por las Malvinas, por el Diego, por la última de Leo,” 
or “For the Malvinas, for Diego, for Leo’s last one,” a 
reference to the Falkland Islands, the late Diego Mara-
dona, and Lionel Messi’s final World Cup.

While most of the world knows little about the 
Falklands War, these two teams clearly have not for-
gotten.
James Finck is a professor of American history at the 
University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma. 
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**
The Texas Panhandle’s 

First Newspaper
The Clarendon News, established June 1, 1878
with which have merged: The Clarendon Traveler, 
February 1889; The Clarendon Journal, November 
1891; The Banner-Stockman, October 1893; The 
Agitator, February 1899; The Clarendon Times, 
May 1908; The Donley County Leader, March 12, 
1929; The Clarendon Press, May 18, 1972; and The 
Clarendon Enterprise, March 14, 1996.

**
Member 2026

Panhandle Press Association

Texas Press Association

National Newspaper Association

2025

historically 
speaking
by dr. james fink

Old age can’t keep columnist away

the idle 
american
by don newbury

Tax plan must work for rural Texas

texas rural 
reporter
by suzanne bellsnyder
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Obituaries
Cox

The love of my life, my soul-
mate, and my best friend—Carlton 
William Cox, affectionately known 
as Carl, Poppy, Achi, Brother, 
Mentor, Sunshine, and “Butter 
F a r l ” — h a s 
reached the 
finish line. 
He ran his 
race for God’s 
glory and has 
finally heard 
the words, 
“Well done, 
my good and 
faithful ser-
vant.” Carl lived his life with true 
purpose, always doing his best to 
please our Father in heaven.

Born on August 22, 1966, Carl 
was atop a horse from day 1. He was 
raised on ranches around the Texas 
Panhandle. After graduating from 
Hedley High School in 1985, he 
moved to Amarillo. He worked for 
a TV station and managed a store 
while attending Amarillo College on 
a theater scholarship. He had many 
memorable performances. But more 
importantly, lasting friendships, 
including Jimmy V. and Robin and 
Monty Downs. In 1988 he became a 
dad. In 1992 at a rodeo in Clarendon, 
he met his soul mate. In 1993 they 
moved to Las Vegas and worked in 
the showrooms for the MGM Hotel. 
They had two children there. Once 
again, he made lifelong friends and 
lasting memories. After moving 
back to Texas in 1997, they settled in 
his hometown of Hedley. He met the 
Lord on an old dirt road and a year 
later was leading the youth group in 
Hedley. He got ordained in 2002 and 
was called to a senior pastor position 
in McLean. While the position didn’t 
last long, the brotherhood of the men 
Christ put in his life there have been 
a blessing. He led the youth group 
and many young souls to Christ.  
Around this time, he also was a vol-
unteer Chaplain, for eleven years at 
the Roach Unit in Childress, where 
he met and mentored many young 
men, including his future son in law. 
When he accepted Christ, he was 
all in, he loved hard. He fought the 
fight, and when he stumbled, he got 
back up again. He served the Lord on 
mission trips to El Salvador, Hondu-
ras, and Mexico. He moved to San 
Antonio following his daughter and 
her family. He worked construction, 
hot shot, and finally as a teacher. He 
often said people either love me or 
hate me, but I try to show Jesus to 
the world.  

Carl entered into God’s eternal 
glory on July 25, 2026. After a year-
long battle with cancer. 

He leaves behind a beautiful 
legacy, including his devoted wife 
of 34 years, Christy; his daughters, 
Jessie (and husband Mike Silvers) 
and Jordan (and partner Ren); and 
his son, Tyler Cox. He was a proud 
grandfather to his grandsons, Adam 
Lee “Bowbanski” and Jamon “Mon-
sterhead” Lloyd.

Carl’s love extended to his spir-
itual children, Ashlea and Anthony 
Crawford (along with grandchildren 
Toney and Baylea) and Cody Tala-
mas. He is also survived by his best 
friend and brother, Robert Jones; his 
biological mother, Janette Wagner 

(and husband Jerry); his sister, Julie 
Ann Edwards (and husband Dale); 
sisters Lucy Huseman and husband 
Terry, Linda Crump and Sandra 
Hatcher; and a large, loving circle of 
extended family and friends.

Carl was reunited in heaven 
with his beloved son, Jamon Lee 
Cox; his parents, LaQueta and Clar-
ence “Pick” Cox, his nephew Joel 
Wayne Layton and great nephew 
Dalton Wayne Layton and his 
brother, Billy Ray Cates.

His time on earth was far too 
short, and he will be deeply missed 
every single day.

Viewing will be Thursday, July 
30, at Robertson Funeral Directors in 
Clarendon. 

Celebration of life will be 
Friday, July 31, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. 
at the First Baptist Church of Chil-
dress, with burial at Rowe Cemetery 
in Hedley following the service.

Arrangements are under the 
care of Robertson Funeral Directors 
of Clarendon.

Winn
Tony Lawrence Winn, 78, 

of Joshua, 
Texas, passed 
away at his 
home on 
Tuesday, July 
21, 2026.

Funeral 
s e r v i c e s 
were held on 
Monday, July 
27, 2026, at 
R o b e r t s o n 
Saints Roost Chapel in Clarendon 
with Rev. Anthony Knowles officiat-
ing. Burial followed in Rowe Ceme-
tery in Hedley.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of Robertson Funeral 
Directors of Clarendon. 

Tony was born on February 
12, 1948, in Clarendon to Alvin 
Lawrence Winn and Othel Chris-
tine (Snelson) Bolin. He grew up in 
Hedley alongside his five siblings, 
where he developed the strong work 
ethic and love for country life that 
would remain with him throughout 
his life.

At the age of 18, Tony moved 
to Fort Worth, where he began a 
long career as a heavy equipment 
operator. His work took him to many 
places over the years before he even-
tually settled in Joshua, Texas, where 
he made his home for the past 43 
years.

A lifelong cattleman, Tony 
had a passion for buying and sell-
ing cattle and was a true cowboy at 
heart. He loved the country way of 
life, spending time outdoors, listen-
ing to country music, and dancing 
whenever he had the chance. He was 
also a devoted Dallas Cowboys fan 
who rarely missed cheering on his 
favorite team.

Above all, Tony treasured his 
family and the many memories they 
shared together. He will be remem-
bered for his hardworking spirit, his 
love of ranching and the outdoors, 
and the kindness and humor he 
brought to those who knew him.

Tony was preceded in death by 
his parents, Alvin Lawrence Winn 
and Othel Christine (Snelson) Bolin, 
and by his sister, Gloria Jean Bible.

He is survived by his two 
daughters, Cori Owen of Azle, 
Texas, and Debbie Mathis and hus-

band, Jason, of Joshua, Texas; two 
brothers, Jerry Finchum and Buddy 
Winn, both of Amarillo, Texas; two 
sisters, Mary Farris of Clarendon, 
Texas, and Sandy Taylor of Ama-
rillo, Texas; five grandsons, Zach-
ary Hudson, Rylee Owen and wife, 
Skyler, Baylee Owen, Tony Mathis, 
and Hunter Mathis; two great-grand-
children, Tilly Hudson and Owen 
Hudson; as well as many nieces, 
nephews, and extended family mem-
bers who will miss him dearly.

Oatman
Irene Oatman, 82, of Pampa, 

passed into eternity on Monday, July 
20, 2026, at 
her home.

Services 
were held on 
Friday, July 
24, 2026, 
at Carmi-

chael-Whatley Colonial Chapel with 
Pastor Jeremy Buck officiating. Cre-
mation followed the funeral service. 

Cremation and arrangements 
are under the direction of Carmi-
chael-Whatley Funeral Directors and 
Crematory.

Irene was born on April 28, 
1944, in Clarendon to Isaac and Faye 
Elam.

A true Texan through and 
through, Irene possessed a spirit and 
remarkable resilience that carried 
her through life’s joys and hardships. 
She was always up for an adventure, 
whether she was scuba diving, camp-
ing beneath the stars, birdwatching, 
or enjoying a good book, Irene found 
beauty and excitement in the world 
around her.

More than anything, Irene cher-
ished the people she loved. She was 
a pillar of love, encouragement, and 
strength to her family and friends. 
As a devoted wife, mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother, great-
great-grandmother, aunt, and friend, 
she leaves behind a legacy of com-
passion, and unconditional love that 
will continue to inspire those who 
knew her.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Isaac and Faye Elam; 
her brother, Marvin Elam; her first 
husband, Wayne Moxon; her son, 
Kevin Moxon; her daughter, Keri 
Moxon; and her grandson, Darren 
Moxon.

Irene is survived by her hus-
band, Harvey Oatman of Clarendon; 
her daughters, Lisa Blandford and 
Amnesty Oatman and husband 
Chance; her grandchildren, Shane 
and Katie Blanford, Chris Bland-
ford, Jessica and Ryan Milligan, 
Monica Moxon, Carizma Moxon, 
Tereza and Cris Larrazolo, Kira 
James; great-grandchildren, Kevin, 
Jon, Lisia, Zeke, Michelle, Kit, 
Cooper, Ayiiia, Arianna, Toval, 
Noah, Kaiiden, Kinslee, Weston; 
great-great-grandchildren, Elyias, 
Kenneth; siblings, Digger and Reba 
Elam,  Karen Evans, Sharon Elam, 
Pat Seeley; sister-in-law, Lenora 
Barnes; best friend, Jan Schelle; and 
extended family members, and many 
dear friends who will forever cherish 
her memory.

Sign the online guest register at 
www.carmichael-whatley.com

Native arrowheads
wanted. Point tipped

Yuma, Clovis, Folsum,
Eden, Midland.

Must be old,
authentic, unbroken.

Top dollar paid
$10.00 to $10,000

depending on type
and condition.

Buy 1 or a box full.

979-218-3351

The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

855-717-9854
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom XAtom X

Backed by #1 Network Coverage and 
Customer Satisfaction.*

OVER 50? UNLIMITED  
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Switch & Save Today. 855-493-3803
©  2026 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other 

fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations. For unlimited plans, 
high-speed data is reduced after 35GB on single-line plans and 50GB of combined usage on multi-line plans for the remainder of your billing cycle. 
Unlimited data plans only for customers age 50+. *2025 ACSI® Survey of customers rating their own wireless service provider. ACSI® and its logo are 
registered trademarks of the American Customer Satisfaction Index LLC. For more about the ACSI®, visit www.theacsi.org.

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum 
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction 
Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your 
area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, 
email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies 
notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on 
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Trust the Nation’s #1 Roofi ng Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 
SCHEDULE TODSCHEDULE TODAY!AY!

Call 1.855.565.2452

CALL TODAY! 1.855.565.2452

Mulkey
t h e a t r e

THIS WEEKEND

SPIDER-MAN: BRAND NEW DAY
RATED PG-13
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
JULY 31 & AUGUST 1     7:30 P.M.
SUNDAY
AUGUST 2      2:00 P.M.

ADULT: $8
KIDS 3-12: $6

KIDS 2 & UNDER: FREE
DOORS OPEN 30 MINUTES BEFORE SHOW

874-SHOW • MULKEYTHEATRE.COM

POSITIVE FEED SALES

DANNY ASKEW
806-679-6927

All-In-One 30%
Supplement for Cattle

Memphis / Texas
(806) 259-3511

But for one person living  in a
develop ing c ountry, these
used  eyeg lasses will put the
world  in foc us. Maybe for
the very first time.

Don’ t throw away
someone’s c hanc e for a
c lea rer tomorrow.

Dona te your used
eyeg lasses a t the Enterp rise.

For more information,
c a ll 874-2259.

www.lionsclubs.org

They’re not hip or modern,

fancy or fashionable.

They no longer fit
your prescription.

Or your style.

YOUR FIRST
YOUR FIRST IMPRESSION HERE

IMPRESSION HERE

Make SureMake Sure 
They        They 

RememberRemember
YOUYOU

Call Today!
806-874-2259

500 Full-Color 
Business Cards

Only
$54.60 + tax

Cox

Oatman

Winn

In Texas, getting there a few 
minutes faster isn’t worth a lifetime 
of consequences. Choosing to slow 
down is one of the simplest ways to 
protect yourself – and everyone else 
on the road.

That’s the message behind 
Drive Like a Texan: Kind. Courte-
ous. Safe. – TxDOT’s call for drivers 
to look out for one another and take 
pride in how we travel our roads. 
While Texas is making progress, 
speeding remains a serious threat. 
It’s still the leading factor in deadly 
crashes, accounting for roughly one-
third of all traffic fatalities statewide.

To address this, the Texas 
Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT) is partnering with law 
enforcement agencies across the 
state to remind drivers that real 
Texans don’t rush – they drive with 
care, respect and responsibility.

There is encouraging news. In 
2025, the decline in speed related 
fatalities outpaced the significant 
decrease in overall fatalities.

But the danger hasn’t disap-

peared. Speed continues to play a 
role in more than 150,000 crashes 
each year, proving that even small 
decisions behind the wheel can have 
serious consequences.

Stephenie Smallwood’s 
19-year-old son, Shaundi Kyree 
Smallwood, was killed in 2022 while 
riding home with friends after a trip 
to Six Flags. Their SUV was struck 
from behind on I-20 in Fort Worth by 
a driver traveling 157 mph.

“You can change people’s lives 
just like that,” Smallwood said. 
“And that driver changed our lives 
forever.”

Through Drive Like a Texan, 
TxDOT is asking drivers to pause, 
think about the people around them 
and make safer choices.

“Excessive speed makes any 
crash more dangerous,” said TxDOT 
Executive Director Marc Williams. 
“Higher speeds mean less time to 
react and a much greater risk of seri-
ous injury or death. We’re asking 
Texans to slow down and drive with 
care.”

This message is reinforced 
during Operation Slowdown, a state-
wide high-visibility enforcement 
effort running July 18 through Aug. 
2. 

During this period, TxDOT 
partners with law enforcement by 
providing additional funding and 
resources to increase patrols and stop 
drivers who are speeding or driving 
too fast for conditions. TxDOT offi-
cials speak on the dangers of speed-
ing, download here. 

Safe driving goes beyond fol-
lowing the posted speed limit. It 
means staying alert, adjusting to 
conditions and respecting everyone 
on the road.

Drivers are encouraged to: 
Match their speed to traffic, weather 
and road conditions. Increase fol-
lowing distance when traffic is heavy 
or roads are slick. 

Watch for changing speed 
limits, especially in work zones and 
school zones. Remember that fines 
double for speeding in active work 
zones and school zones. 

Mistakes turn deadly at high speeds

Subscribe Today and never miss an issue.
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¿Qué Pasa?
Community Calendar

July 31 & August 1
Mulkey Theatre • Minions & Mon-
sters • 7:30 p.m.

August 2
Mulkey Theatre • Minions & Mon-
sters • 2:00 p.m.

August 5
Clarendon CISD • New Students Reg-
istration • All Day • School Cafeteria

August 8
Bronco Booster Tournament • 
Clarendon Country Club • Call 806-
874-2166 for more information

August 10
Back to School Bash • Bronco Sta-
dium • 8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

August 10
Meet the Broncos • Clarendon CISD 
• 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

August 11
Hedley ISD • First Day of School

August 12
Clarendon CISD • First Day of School

August 15 & 16
Jack & Jill Scramble • Clarendon 
Country Club • Call 806-874-2166

August 29 & 30
Men’s & Women’s Club Champion-
ship • Clarendon Country Club • Call 
806-874-2166

September 7
Labor Day Scramble • Clarendon 
Country Club • Call 806-874-2166

September 19 & 20
One-Person Scramble
Clarendon Country Club • Call 806-
874-2166.

September 27
Charles Goodnight Chuckwagon 
Cookoff • SaintsRoostMuseum.com 

October 1 - 3
Old Texas Route 66 Motor Tour at the 
Jericho Gap • thejerichogap.com

Menus
August 3 - 7 

Donley County Senior Citizens  
Mon: Chicken spaghetti, 

broccoli, garden salad, garlic toast, 
fruit cup, iced tea/2% milk.

Tues: Goulash, mixed greens, 
cornbread, coconut cake, iced 
tea/2% milk.

Wed: Pork roast, pinto beans, 
macaroni & tomatoes, cornbread, 
peanut butter cookie, iced tea/2% 
milk.

Thurs: Beef stroganoff, black 
eyed peas, spinach, whole wheat 
roll, strawberry short cake, iced 
tea/2% milk. 

Fri: Salmon patties, ranch 
potatoes, broccoli, whole wheat 
roll, fruit cobbler, iced tea/2% 
milk.

Hedley Senior Citizens  
Mon: Sliced Ham, Buttered 

Carrots, Black Eyed Peas, Whole 
Wheat Roll, Fruit Crisp, iced 
tea/2% milk.

Tues: Salsbury Steak, Mashed 
Potatoes, Green Beans, Whole 
Wheat Roll, Banana Pudding, iced 
tea/2% milk.

Wed: Steak Fingers, Red Skin 
Potatoes, Black Eyed Peas, Whole 
Wheat Roll, Chocolate Cake, iced 
tea/2% milk.

Thurs: Meatloaf, Cheesy 
Potatoes, Green Beans, Cornbread, 
Fruit Cobbler, iced tea/2% milk. 

Fri: Chicken Strips, Potato 
Wedges, Garden Salad, Whole 
Wheat Roll, Brownie, iced tea/2% 
milk.	

the lion’s tale
by roger estlack

he says,
she says
by richard & 
mary green

HALL RANCH 
Shooting Sports, LLC

Coaching & Training Services
License To Carry - Safe School Training • NRA - Basic to Advanced

Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun • Range Safety & Practice Time by Appointment

806-822-7722
HallRanchShootingSportsLLC.com

4501 CR 12, CLARENDON, TX 79226

Mr. Fix ItMr. Fix It
Kyle HillKyle Hill

Minor repairs, odd jobs, and more.Minor repairs, odd jobs, and more.

672-8908672-8908

40
Wow!!

Are you joking my leg?
Happy Birthday!

 

Mike’s
PHARMACY

Hwy 287 West • Clarendon, Texas

Your
Friendly
Pharmacy
From prescription 
medicine to vitamins, 
we provide everything 
you need, along with 
best wishes for a 
speedy recovery. 

Brandon Frausto, 
PHARMACIST

Call 874-3554 or Toll Free 800-766-2089

20+ Years' Experience
Drain Camera / Locator
Drain Hydro Jetter
Residential & Commercial

Oren Shields
M-44240

806.205.3666
806.277.0335

Fully Licensed & Insured
Residential/Commercial

ShieldsPlumbingServices@yahoo.com

BIG E CLASSIFIED
WITH EVERY NEW OR RENEWED 

SUBSCRIPTION! 

Subscribe Subscribe 
Today!Today!

FREE

She Says – Can you believe 
Clarendon schools start on August 
12? 

He Says – What are people 
thinking? In the good old days, we 
didn’t start school until after Labor 
Day. We had three full months of 
summer to be kids. But we also 
didn’t get fall and spring breaks to 
look forward to either. I think the 
breaks are more for the teachers than 
the kids. 

She Says – And teachers sure 
need a break when one comes along, 
as well as a bigger paycheck. 

He Says – True, but you know, 
it’s going to be hot outside when the 
kids start classes and 105 degrees 
when school lets out in the after-
noon. That’s crazy! The band kids 
are out there practicing and the foot-
ball teams will be on the field; it’s 
just too blankety-blank hot!!  

She Says – My summers as a 
kid were full and fun. I lived at the 
swimming pool, went to any church 
camp that invited me, played at the 
park and always visited cousins in 
Oklahoma. And you know what? 
In August they would be in school 
and I went to school with them! I 
remember always feeling welcome 
and doing classwork right alongside 
whichever cousin I was visiting. 
Then, in the Fall, my cousins would 
be out of school for several weeks 
because it was cotton-picking time, 

and the farmers didn’t have the big 
picker-balers – they used child labor! 

He Says – 
I had the same 
experience when 
we visited my 
relatives down 
in Morgan Mill! 
We would be on 
“vacation,” and 
yet, I would go 
to school with 
cousin Donell. At 
home I spent my 
summer days at the neighborhood 
park. Borger had a great summer 
rec program. We played ball, did 
crafts, games and on Thursdays a 
school bus picked us up and took us 
to the swimming pool. By the way, 
I was a champion horseshoe player 
at 10 years old. But my best year 
was when I was thirteen and became 
the Bat-Boy for the Borger Gassers! 
That’s when my love for baseball 
really came through. I learned a lot 
of baseball skills and bad language 
courtesy of those semipro players! 

She Says – Speaking of long 
summer days, what are you hearing 
regarding making Daylight Savings 
Time year-round? 

He Says – There are lots of dif-
ferent viewpoints on whether or not 
it’s a good thing. I know you and I 
have talked about it and we both 
want to keep it seasonal like it is 

now. 
She Says – Right! I look for-

ward to the time changes as markers 
for the seasons. I really think it’s the 
most practical guideline, especially 
for school children. 

He Says – The House of Rep-
resentatives has already passed a 
bill to make year-round DST perma-
nent. Now the Senate is considering 
it. Our Texas Representatives voted 
31 for the change and only 7 voted 
against it. Do those guys voting FOR 
the change want their kids waiting 
for school buses and starting classes 
in the dark in January?? 

She Says – Ooh, that means it 
will still be dark when you make our 
doughnut run in the mornings. 

He Says – Hah! You’ll be on 
one of your diets by then. No wor-
ries. But back to today’s world: 
Mother Nature continues to punish 
us with triple digit temps and NO 
rain! 

You were right last spring when 
you said we need to bring in a med-
icine man, or a shaman, or SOME-
ONE to bless a community rain 
dance (with 70s and 80s Rock,) and 
a covered dish supper in the street 
with freshly washed cars and new 
hairdos. Then maybe it would rain. 

She Says – We’ll need a good 
speaker system and Sirius-XM. 
Brooks and Dunn haven’t called me 
back.

Summer heat brings back memories

The Golden Needles Quilters met at the Donley County Senior Cit-
izens Center on Thursday, July 23, and quilted on a Shark’s Tooth 
Star and Checkerboard pattern quilt, pieced by Tiny Alderson 
several years ago. Those attending were Louella Slater, Dortha 
Reynolds, and Frances Smith. After lunch, the group presented 
David McAnear with a patriotic quilt in appreciation of his military 
service to our country.� COURTESYPHOTO

The Clarendon Lions Club 
held its regular Tuesday noon meet-
ing with Boss Lion Eric Gehman in 
charge.

Lion Landon Lambert led the 
Pledge, and Lion Rita Gehman led 
the prayer and song for the day.

Lion Tex Buckhaults reported 
on the college where the volleyball 
team members are coming to campus 
and getting ready for practice. Lion 
Byron May reported on the public 
school, which he said is close to 
being fully staffed. He also said that 
several Hedley families enjoyed a 
tour of high school and junior high 
facilities this week as Clarendon 
works to make welcome the seventh 
through 12th graders from that com-
munity this year.

There being no further busi-
ness, we were adjourned to spread 
Lionism and good cheer throughout 
our fair county.

Many of the area’s top piano 
teachers will continue the celebration 
of America’s 250th anniversary at 
West Texas A&M University’s fifth 
annual High Plains Piano Extrava-
ganza.

The concert will begin at 3 p.m. 
Aug. 8 in the Sybil B. Harrington 
Fine Arts Complex Recital Hall on 
WT’s Canyon campus.

Admission is free.
“We’re very excited about this 

year’s program, which ranges from 
an arrangement of a standard jazz 
tune to Mozart to a Sousa march,” 
said Dr. Choong-ha Nam, professor 
of piano in the School of Music in 
WT’s Sybil B. Harrington College of 
Fine Arts and Humanities. “In par-
ticular, we are featuring the Shaker 
hymn from Aaron Copland’s ‘Appa-
lachian Spring,’ commonly known 

as ‘Simple Gifts,’ along with John 
Philip Sousa’s ‘The Stars and Stripes 
Forever’ and a piece inspired by the 
Grand Canyon.”

Donations will be accepted for 
the Amarillo Music Teachers Asso-
ciation teacher enrichment fund, 
which helps pay for Music Teach-
ers National Association member-
ship for new piano teachers. AMTA 
is a chapter of MTNA, the premier 
national music teachers association, 
which provides networking, continu-
ing education and student opportuni-
ties for independent music teachers.

Performers are slated to include 
Nam; Dr. Sarah Rushing, WT assis-
tant professor of piano; Dr. Denise 
Parr-Scanlin, retired WT professor of 
piano; Mila Abbasova, WT instruc-
tor of music; and area piano teach-
ers Kara Bailey, Sandy McQueen, 

Eileene Moss, Julia O’Dell, Grace 
Robinson, Adrianne Sage and Debra 
Wilcox.

Most of the pianists performing 
in the concert are actively teaching 
the next generation of this region’s 
musicians, Rushing said.

“The Extravaganza is one of 
our favorite events all year,” Rush-
ing said. “We love collaborating 
with our AMTA colleagues and other 
local pianists for this high-energy 
showcase of piano ensemble music.” 
Fostering an appreciation of the arts 
is a key component of the Universi-
ty’s long-range plan, WT 125: From 
the Panhandle to the World. That 
plan is fueled by the One West com-
prehensive fundraising campaign, 
which raised more than $200 million 
dollars, the largest such campaign in 
Texas Panhandle history.

WT’s Piano Extravaganza to offer patriotic salute

Wet and wild
Tripp Dunn holds up his toy fish at the Clarendon Country Club swimming pool Monday as families 
tried to beat the summer heat. � ENTERPRISE PHOTO / ELAINA ESTLACK

high school facilities Monday and 
plan more tours on August 10 for 
those who missed it. Clarendon 
High School and Clarendon Junior 
High principals will be at the Hedley 
School Library this Thursday, July 
30, at 6 p.m. for a meet-and-greet 
with students and parents.

In other Hedley ISD business, 
trustees at last Thursday’s meet-
ing approved the student code of 
conduct, the student and employee 
handbooks, and the Child Nutri-
tion Department Code of Conduct. 
The board also approved the TASB 
property insurance for the coming 
year, and voted to add Jeffers’ name 
to bank signature cards and school 
credit cards. 

The board will meet August 10 
to consider the FY 2027 tax rate.

Hedley:
Continued from page one.
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Using modern forensic testing, 
investigators have now identified 
the man responsible for the brutal 
murder of a woman at an Amarillo 
park nearly 30 years ago. The sus-
pect, Jimmy Dale McClinton, of 
Buchanan Dam, died in November 
2025 at the age of 81.

On Aug. 5, 1997, around 1:00 
p.m., Gloria Ann Covington’s par-
tially nude body was found by chil-
dren playing at Hilltop Park. She had 
been stabbed multiple times, sexu-
ally assaulted and had several defen-
sive wounds on her body. A cook at 
a local nursing home, the mother of 
four was last seen around 3:00 a.m. 
that same day in the 1600 block of 
North Marrs Street.

In the years after Convington’s 
death, investigators went to exten-
sive efforts to identify her killer – but 
all known suspects were eliminated, 

and the case went cold.
Then, in February 2024, the 

Texas Department of Public Safety 
(DPS) Crime Laboratory in Lubbock 
developed a DNA profile using evi-
dence collected in Covington’s orig-
inal autopsy. That DNA profile was 
submitted to the Combined DNA 
Index System (CODIS), leading to a 
positive hit: Jimmy Dale McClinton. 
Investigators traveled to Buchanan 
Dam, where McClinton was living, 
and obtained a warrant for his DNA 
to conduct additional testing. That 
additional testing identified him as a 
positive match in Convington’s case.

Through further investigation, 
it was learned McClinton had a doc-
umented history of knife assaults 
against women – including multiple 
incidents strikingly similar to Con-
vington’s case. He had lived in the 
Amarillo area at the time of Cov-

ington’s murder but was never inter-
viewed or developed as a suspect 
during the original investigation. 
Between 1977 and 2014, McClinton 
had been arrested several times in 
the Amarillo and Waco areas.

For the next two years, the 
Amarillo Police Department and 
Texas Rangers worked diligently 
with the Texas Attorney General’s 
Office to prosecute McClinton for 
Convington’s murder – but McClin-
ton passed away before the case 
could be presented to a grand jury. 
As a result, no arrests were made, 
and this case is now closed.

The Texas Rangers would like 
to thank our partners, including the 
Amarillo Police Department and 
DPS’ Crime Laboratory Division, 
for their years of commitment and 
dedication to identify McClinton and 
solve Convington’s case.

Rangers, Amarillo Police solve ‘97 cold case

CLARENDON

ARENA OF LIFE COWBOY CHURCH 
FOURTH & PARKS• PASTORS: BUNK & AMY SKELTON

SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M. • WED. BIBLE STUDY: 7 P.M.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
US 287 E • 874-3156 • REV. SETH SHIPMAN

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 7 P.M.• WED.: 7 P.M.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
300 S. CARHART • 874-2495 

SUN. BIBLE CLASS 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:30 A.M.
SUN. 6 P.M. • WED. 7 P.M.

CHURCH OF NAZARENE
209 S. HAWLEY • 874-2321 • PASTOR: ALLEN POSEY

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN SERVICE: 11 A.M.
• WED.: 7 P.M.

COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
12148 FM 2162 • 874-0963
PASTOR: LARRY CAPRANICA 

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED. COMMUNITY KIDZ 5:30 P.M. 

WED. ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 6 P.M. 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
120 E. THIRD ST.  • PASTOR: DR. KEN MCINTOSH

SUNDAY SERVICE: 5 P.M.

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
4TH ST. & HWY. 70 SOUTH • PASTOR: JASON HOUSTON
SUN. SCHOOL: 9:30 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:40 A.M.

WED. BIBLE STUDY: 6:30 P.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
300 BUGBEE AVE. • 874-3833 • REV. LANCE WOOD

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:55 A.M.
SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • KID’S ACTIVITIES: WED. 6 P.M. 

YOUTH STUDY: WED. 7 P.M.
COLLEGE MINISTRY: WED. 9 P.M.

CLARENDON METHODIST CHURCH
420 S. JEFFERSON •  874-3667 • BRO. RYAN QUIST 

SUN. SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.
SUN. YOUTH: 6:OO P.M. • WED. BIBLE STUDY 6:30 P.M.

JESUS NAME APOSTOLIC CHURCH
720 E. MONTGOMERY • REV. 874-2078

REV. CALVIN BURROW  
SUN. SERVICES: 3 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

RISE UP KINGDOM MINISTRIES:
501 S. MCCLELLAND • PASTOR: JOSY SHADLE  

SUNDAY DISCIPLESHIP CLASS: 9:30 A.M.
SUN.: 10:00 A.M.  

CHRIST’S KIDS OUTREACH MINISTRY:
416 S. KEARNEY • 874-2007

SUN. BREAKFAST 9:30 A.M. • SUN. PRAISE & WORSHIP 10 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:30 A.M. • WED.: 5 P.M.

KINGDOM HALL JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
12120 US 287 (JUST WEST OF CLARENDON) • 874-5020
PUBLIC MEETING & WATCHTOWER STUDY: SUN. 10 A.M.
BIBLE STUDY, CONGREGATIONAL THEOCRATIC MINISTRY 

SCHOOL & SERVICE MEETING• TUES.: 7 P.M.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
301 S. PARKS ST. • 874-2511 • REV. JIM AVENI

SECOND SUNDAY SERVICE: 11 A.M.

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
MONTGOMERY & MCCLELLAND 

FR. BALA POLLISETTI
SUN. MASS 11 A.M.

ST. STEPHENS BAPTIST CHURCH
300 N. JEFFERSON ST. • PASTOR: ROY WILLIAMS

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M.
WED.: 7 P.M. (WEATHER PERMITTING)

TRUE CHURCH OF GOD & CHRIST
301 N. JEFFERSON  • ST. PASTOR: JEFF RILES

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11:15 A.M.
WED.: 7 P.M.

THE GATHERING
623 W. FOURTH  • PHYLLIS COCKERHAM

SUNDAY: 10 A.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

HEDLEY
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

110 E. SECOND ST. • MINISTER: STEWART MESSER
SUN. BIBLE CLASS: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7:30 P.M.

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH
300 N. MAIN ST. • PASTOR: STAN COSBY

SUN. SERVICE: 11:30 A.M.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
210 N. MAIN ST. • 856-5980 • PASTOR: BRUCE HOWARD

SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN.: 11 A.M. & 6 P.M.
WED.: 7 P.M.

HOWARDWICK
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

235 RICK HUSBAND BLVD. • 874-3326 • REV. JIM FOX 
SUN. SCHOOL: 8:45 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 10:00 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 5 P.M. • WED.: 6 P.M.

MARTIN
MARTIN BAPTIST CHURCH

US 287 W 
SUN. SCHOOL: 10 A.M. • SUN. SERVICE: 11 A.M.

SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 7 P.M.

BRICE
BRICE DELIVERANCE TABERNACLE

PASTOR: LOUIS BENNETT
SUNDAY: 9:45 A.M. • SUN. EVENING: 6 P.M. • WED.: 6 P.M.

SPONSORED BY

ROBERTSON FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

COUNTRY BLOOMERS 
FLOWERS & GIFTS

WALLACE MONUMENT CO.

GENE & KATHY HOMMEL

CLARENDON FAMILY 
MEDICAL CENTER

J&W LUMBER

PILGRIM BANK

For corrections or 
additions, call 

the Enterprise at:

874-2259

WorshipWorship
    DIRECTORY    DIRECTORY

Sundays, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesdays, 5:00 p.m.

Steve & Janet Carter
Phone: 806.874.2007

PHELPS PLUMBING
heating • air-conditioning

806-662-7126
HVAC# TACLB3255E PLUMBING # 12746

Texas’ ability to detect, track 
and fight wildfires is growing even 
stronger with the acquisition of three 
new multi-mission aircraft for Texas 
A&M Forest Service.

The purchase marks the agen-
cy’s second major aviation acquisi-
tion in recent weeks, following the 
addition of two wildfire suppression 
helicopters, and represents another 
significant step toward building 
Texas’ first dedicated, state-managed 
wildfire aviation fleet.

“The safety of Texans is our No. 
1 priority. Texas has secured a dedi-
cated fleet of multi-mission aircraft 
to fight wildfires on our own terms,” 
said Governor Greg Abbott. “These 
aircraft deliver early detection and 
critical intelligence so our firefight-
ers can protect lives and property.”

Multi-mission aircraft enhance 
firefighter safety and improve deci-
sion-making by detecting wildfires 
early, tracking fire behavior in near 
real time, providing crews with 
accurate imagery of the entire inci-
dent and helping coordinate air and 
ground resources more effectively.

“Texas is making a historic 
investment in protecting our people, 
property and communities from 
wildfires,” said Robert Albritton, 
chairman of The Texas A&M Uni-
versity System Board of Regents. 

“These aircraft will give 
Texas A&M Forest Service the 
speed, intelligence and flexibility 
to respond more effectively when 
lives are on the line. The Board of 
Regents is proud to help build a ded-
icated Texas fleet that will be ready 
when Texans need it.”

Texas A&M Forest Service 
developed its aviation strategy 
based on recommendations from a 
12-entity Aviation Task Force cre-

ated to determine the aircraft and 
capabilities Texas needs for a flexi-
ble, effective wildfire response fleet.

The Task Force recommended 
a combination of helicopters for pre-
cise water drops and tactical support, 
versatile fixed-wing multi-mission 
aircraft for intelligence and coordi-
nation, and large airtankers capable 
of delivering substantial amounts 
of fire retardant to slow a wildfire’s 
spread.

“Texans should not have to wait 
for aircraft to become available when 
a wildfire threatens our communi-
ties,” said Chancellor Glenn Hegar. 
“Building a dedicated state fleet 
gives Texas A&M Forest Service 
the ability to see fires sooner, make 
better decisions and move resources 
where they are needed most. This is 
a practical investment that will help 
Texans and protect their property.”

Without a dedicated fleet, 
Texas historically has relied on 
aircraft obtained through federal 
resource-sharing agreements. Those 
aircraft can be reassigned when 
higher-priority fires develop else-
where in the country.

With funding provided by the 
89th Texas Legislature, Texas is 
building a fleet dedicated to protect-
ing communities within the state. 
The aircraft will remain under state 
management, giving Texas a more 
dependable and responsive aerial 
defense against wildfires.

“During the 89th Legislative 
Session, we made a historic promise 
to the people of Texas to bolster our 
state’s defenses against catastrophic 
wildfires,” said state Rep. Ken King. 
“Today, I am proud to see Texas 
A&M Forest Service moving with 
incredible speed and administrative 
precision to turn that promise into a 

reality. This fast-tracked acquisition 
means these life-saving airplanes 
and helicopters will be in our skies 
and ready to protect our communi-
ties sooner.”

The new aircraft will provide 
near-real-time video, mapping, 
heat detection and other situational 
awareness tools that give incident 
commanders and firefighters a more 
complete picture of conditions on 
the fire line.

“Every wildfire is different, 
which is why a diverse aviation fleet 
is so important,” said Texas A&M 
Forest Service Fire Chief Jared 
Karns. 

“Having multiple aircraft types 
available, including multi-mission 
aircraft platforms that can serve a 
variety of roles, allows us to respond 
effectively to the unique demands of 
each incident.”

Through House Bill 500, the 
Texas Legislature appropriated $257 
million in 2025 for Texas A&M 
Forest Service to purchase, operate 
and maintain wildfire suppression 
aircraft.

Nine aircraft are currently 
staged in Texas for wildfire response. 
Since Jan. 1, Texas A&M Forest 
Service has mobilized aircraft 115 
times in response to wildfire inci-
dents. Those aviation resources have 
dropped more than 1.25 million gal-
lons of water and fire retardant on 
wildfires across the state.

The multi-mission aircraft were 
acquired through the State of Texas 
procurement process administered 
by the Texas Comptroller’s State-
wide Procurement Division. 

After an evaluation of sub-
mitted proposals, the contract was 
awarded to Bridger Aerospace 
Group Holdings LLC.

Texas A&M Forest Service Adds Airpower to 
Fight Against Wildfires with Three New Aircraft

US Rep. Ronny Jackson 
(TX-13) has introduced the Small 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Opera-
tional Test, Evaluation, and Training 
Corridor Act. This legislation will 
help accelerate the development, 
testing, evaluation, and deployment 
of next-generation small, unmanned 
aircraft systems (sUAS) and count-
er-unmanned aircraft systems 
(C-UAS) by ensuring America’s 
warfighters have access to the train-
ing environments needed to maintain 
battlefield dominance.

As unmanned aircraft systems 
continue to reshape modern warfare, 
the United States must move faster 

to develop, test, and field advanced 
capabilities that keep pace with rap-
idly evolving threats from near-peer 
adversaries. 

Rep. Jackson’s legislation 
ensures the Department of Defense 
can establish dedicated corridors 
to conduct integrated, operation-
ally realistic testing and training for 
emerging UAS and C-UAS technol-
ogies. 

The legislation will also help 
streamline the path from devel-
opment to deployment by iden-
tifying regulatory barriers and 
improving coordination across gov-
ernment agencies.

“To ensure America is ready for 
the battlefield of the future, we must 
modernize and strengthen our testing 
infrastructure,” said. Rep. Jackson.

“This legislation accelerates 
innovation, streamlines interagency 
coordination, and creates the realis-
tic testing and training environments 
needed to rapidly develop, evaluate, 
and field next-generation unmanned 
aerial systems. By establishing ded-
icated training spaces and reducing 
the fielding time for these advanced 
capabilities, we’re enabling our war-
fighters with the technology and 
operational edge they will need to 
compete and win.”

Jackson wants to beef up military testing, training

The US Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) is taking steps to speed 
up progress in plant science by call-
ing on universities and stakeholders 
to help build new AI tools that can 
translate the huge amount of germ-
plasm data the agency collects.

Through the Genesis Mis-
sion and the Agriculture Advanced 
Research and Development Author-
ity (AgARDA), USDA is expected 
to launch an Agricultural National 
Science & Technology Challenge 
later this year. The Challenge will 
ask innovators to create practical 
solutions that pull together different 
types of information – like images, 
field data, and lab results – so scien-
tists can quickly spot important plant 
and seed traits and develop crops 
that are more resilient and produc-

tive.
“USDA is taking concrete steps 

to give scientists the modern tools 
they need to innovate agricultural 
solutions from the vast plant data 
that they collect,” said REE Under 
Secretary and USDA Chief Scien-
tist Dr. Scott Hutchins. “When our 
partners help us to solve agricultural 
challenges by using AI tools, we’ll 
unlock faster discoveries with ger-
mplasm data and grow better crops 
that strengthen our food system for 
many future generations.”

The Genesis Mission, launched 
in November 2025, is a national 
effort coordinated by the White 
House Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy to leverage artificial 
intelligence to accelerate scientific 
discovery. The Mission will bring 

together America’s scientists, top 
innovative businesses, world-re-
nowned universities; and data 
repositories, production plants, and 
national security sites – to use AI 
tools to solve the nation’s most com-
plex science and technological chal-
lenges. 

Challenge teams will have 
access to the American Science and 
Security Platform, DOE-built shared 
infrastructure that will connect data-
sets, scientific instrumentation, and 
AI tools to accelerate discovery.

More details on the Challenge 
are forthcoming. Proposing teams 
are encouraged to read the full Gen-
esis Mission Executive Order and 
bring their best ideas to advance 
America’s future in germplasm inno-
vation

USDA asks partners to develop AI 
solutions to accelerate crop innovation
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION OF SOUTHWESTERN ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY FOR  
AUTHORITY TO RECONCILE FUEL COSTS

 Southwestern Electric Power Company (SWEPCO) applied to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (Commission) on June 30, 2026, for 

authority to reconcile its eligible fuel expenses and revenues for the period of January 1, 2024, through December 31, 2025 (Reconciliation Period). 

SWEPCO’s request, if granted, will affect all SWEPCO Texas retail customers who pay fixed fuel factors. The request has no effect on SWEPCO’s 

non-fuel base rates. 

 During the Reconciliation Period, SWEPCO incurred a total of $397,331,767 in eligible fuel, fuel-related expenses, and purchased-power 

costs to generate and purchase electric energy for its Texas retail customers, as well as expenses associated with environmental consumables and 

emission allowance costs incurred by SWEPCO and allocated to its Texas retail customers. As of the end of the Reconciliation Period, SWEPCO 

calculated that it had over-recovered its Texas retail fuel, fuel related expenses, and purchased-power costs by $45,293,744, excluding interest. 

However, subsequent to the close of the Reconciliation Period, as approved by the Commission in Docket No. 59179, SWEPCO implemented a net 

interim fuel refund of the over-recovered balance as of October 31, 2025, in the amount of $42,027,369, plus cumulative interest in the amount of 

$436,693 through January 31, 2026, during February through April 2026. 

SWEPCO also requests a prudence finding for certain fuel-related contracts and arrangements entered into or modified during the 

Reconciliation Period. Finally, SWEPCO requests recovery of its reasonable rate-case expenses associated with this fuel reconciliation proceeding 

and a prior fuel refund proceeding, including those expenses paid to reimburse municipalities for their participation.

 Persons with questions, or who want more information on SWEPCO’s application, may contact SWEPCO at 428 Travis Street, Shreveport, 

Louisiana 71101, or call toll-free at (888) 216-3523 during normal business hours. A complete copy of this application and related filings are 

available for inspection at the address listed above or at the following website: https://www.swepco.com/company/about/rates/tx.

 The Commission has assigned Docket No. 59827 to this proceeding. Persons who wish to intervene in or wish to express their comments 

concerning SWEPCO’s application should notify the Commission as soon as possible, as an intervention deadline will be imposed. A request to 

intervene or for further information should refer to Docket No. 59827 and should be mailed to the Public Utility Commission of Texas, P.O. Box 

13326, Austin, Texas 78711-3326. Further information may also be obtained by calling the Commission at (512) 936-7120, or toll free at 1-888-

782-8477. Hearing- and speech-impaired individuals with text telephones (TTY) may contact the Commission at (512) 936-7136 or use Relay 

Texas (toll free) at 1-800-735-2989. Unless otherwise ordered by the presiding officer, motions to intervene will be due 45 days from the date 

SWEPCO filed its application with the Commission.

Forty-eight descendants of the 
Bourland family gathered July 25-26 
in Clarendon and at the family’s his-
toric ranch near Quail to celebrate 
the 129th anniversary of the Bour-
land Ranch, which was established 
in 1897.

The family had planned to cel-
ebrate the ranch’s 125th anniver-
sary, but those plans were canceled 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The original ranch encom-
passed 11 sections of land settled 
by Mary Bourland and her sons, 
Mac and Frank Bourland. Follow-
ing Mary’s death, two sections were 
sold to pay her heirs, leaving nine 
sections that were divided among 
the family in 1946. At that time, 
Fred Bourland purchased the portion 

that had belonged to his father, Mac 
Bourland.

To provide educational oppor-
tunities for their children, members 
of the Bourland family established 
homes in Clarendon. Those included 
William Reese and his wife, Mary; 
Frank and his wife, Edna; and Mac 
and his wife, Bess, who died in 1925.

Among the family’s descen-
dants was Annie Mina Bourland 
Jenkins, daughter of William Reese 
and Mary Bourland, who married Dr. 
Oscar Jenkins of Clarendon.

Clarendon High School gradu-
ates from the family included Frank 
and Edna Bourland’s daughters, Jean 
Bourland Ross and Hazel Bourland 
Dillard, and granddaughter Jamie 
Ross. However, Joel Ross attended 

school in Quail. 
Mac and Bess Bourland’s 

children included Neva Bourland 
Baldwin, Lacy Bourland, Ralph 
Bourland, Lotta Bourland Davis, 
Jack Bourland, Joe Bourland, Fred 
Bourland, George Bourland and 
Jimmy Bourland. 

Fred Bourland’s wife, Velma, 
later taught at Clarendon High 
School, and their daughters – Fredda 
Bourland Schooler, Lynn Bourland 
White, and Beth Bourland Holtz – 
also graduated from Clarendon High 
School.

The descendants gathered Sat-
urday at The Roost in Clarendon to 
visit and share family memorabilia. 
Family members also remembered 
two relatives who died in military 

service: Lacy Bourland, who died 
while in training, and Joe Bourland, 
commander of the USS Runner sub-
marine, which was lost in the South 
China Sea during the early months of 
World War II.

The day’s activities concluded 
with a tour of Citizens Cemetery, 
where 20 members of the Bourland 
family are buried. Two descendants 
of Mina Bourland Jenkins attended 
the reunion.

On Sunday, the family gathered 
at the ranch near Quail, now owned 
by sisters Fredda Schooler, Lynn 
White and Beth Holtz.  Descendants 
toured the ranch, including its crops 
and pastures, and spent the day visit-
ing and celebrating the family’s long 
history in Donley County.

Bourland descendants reunite to celebrate ranch’s 129-year history

Forty-eight Bourland descendants reuite for ranch’s 129th anniversary. � COURTESYPHOTO MADE MONEY
WITH THE CLASSIFIED

It’s easy to sell your stuff with a little help from the 

Big E Classifieds. 
Let our sales team help you place an ad 

today, in print and online!
Call 806.874.2259

DEADLINES News & Photos Monday @ noon 
Ads & Classifieds Monday @ 5 p.m.
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CLARENDON LIONS CLUB Regular 
meeti ng each Tuesday at noon. Bri-
an Barboza, Boss Lion. Roger Estlack, 
Secretary

CLARENDON CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE Regular Board of Directors 
meeti ng third Tuesday each month 
at 6:00 p.m. at the Clarendon Visitor 
Center, 110 S. Kearney.

CLARENDON LODGE #700 AF&AM 
Stated meeti ng: Second Mondays, 
7:30 p.m.  Refreshments at 6:30 p.m.  
Practi ce: Fourth Mondays,   7 p.m. 
Corey Blais - W.M., Russell Estlack - 
Secretary. 2 B 1, ASK 1

Meeti ng Listi ngs: $8.50/mo.
Call 806.874.2259 to have your regular club or 

organizati on meeti ng listed.

CLARENDON ALCOHOLICS ANON-
YMOUS GROUP 806�661�1015, 806-
671-9766, 806-205-1840, 24 hour 
hotline 877-421-4334. Mon. & Sat. 7 
p.m. 416 S Kearney St.

AL MORRAH SHRINE CLUB Stated 
meeti ng: Third Mondays, 7:00 p.m. 
Refreshments at 6:30 p.m. President 
Charles "Butch" Blackburn, Recorder 
Terry Ashcraft .

Saints' Roost Museum
610 East Harrington, Clarendon

Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Open for appointments.
Call 806-874-2746.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEETINGS FOR RENT & REAL ESTATE

Classifieds
SELL BUY NOTICE
ClassifiedsThe Big E

Covering Donley, Childress,
 Collingsworth, & Hall Counti es!

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

CLARENDON

CLARENDON: 806.874.2259 CHILDRESS: 940.226.4303
Deadline: Monday @ 5 p.m.

CASH, CREDIT CARDS, & VENMO ACCEPTED.

Wellington 
Housing 

Authority

1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apts.

Central heat & air
Utilities furnished
Housing Authority

Office Hours:
8 a.m. to noon

1 - 4 p.m.
Monday - Friday

1305 Haskell ~ Wellington 
806-447-2772

If you subscribe to our 
paper, you get access 
to the online edition 

for free!!

Hospice & Home Health
RN Position Available

Experienced RN needed to fill Hospice position. 
Great work environment with

competitive pay and benefit package
Enthusiastic go-getter a plus!

Apply by email at:
pphillips@bluebonnethhh.com

or in person at:
Bluebonnet Home Health and Hospice

807 West Avenue • Wellington • 806-447-2541

The Red River Sun 
reaches thousands of 
readers each week. 

Place your ad with us, 
starting at just $10.

The Red River Sun
888.400.1083

advertising@redriversun.com

Need to place an employment ad?

1800 Ave G NW • Childress
940.937.8481

Cell – 940.585.6038

Paige Freeman • Associate Broker
Cell 713.504.0542

Joey Davis
940.585.7637

www.jimfreemanrealestate.com

Jim Freeman Real Estate

Paige Freeman Agent

1800 Ave G NW
937-8481 Cell 585-6038

Cell 940-257-1630

JFJF
www.jimfreemanrealestate.com

REsiDENtiAl
1310 Ave i NW- REDUCED

3/1, brick home, corner lot,
good northwest location

1001 Ave H NW- Quiet
neighborhood, well

maintained, move-in ready
701 12th st. NW- REDUCED 3/2,

Pool, Spacious, 20x40 Shop
1205 Ave J NW- 2/2, Large

Cellar (Sale Pending)

NEW listiNGs
704 Ave G NW- Looking to

more before school starts? This
is the house for you!

REDUCED! 804 Ave G NW-
Prime home with rental
property on premises
1006 M NW - REDUCED

 3/1 - Perfect size, perfect
home, perfect price

REDUCED! 1401 K NW - 4/2/2 -
Priced right, corner lot, large
remodeled home, new tile,

AC, carpet
707 Ave G NW - 3/3 - A home

for a lifetime
811 Ave E NW Beautiful,

elegant home!

COMMERCiAl listiNG
201 Ave F NE- Prime highway
frontage with office space

and paved parking
lAND listiNGs

  75 Acres only 3 min. from
town, beautiful building site

Jim Freeman
Real Estate

View listings at:

WE BUY OIL, GAS, &
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Hollis Golden Age 
Apartments

Low income housing for 
62 years of age or older, 
Handicapped-disabled 

regardless of age

*1 and 2 Bed Units
*Community Building

and Activities

Call:580-688-9444, 
TDD#711 

701 E. County Line Road 
Hollis, OK 73550

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and 

employer.

  Rare Vacancy

Fairview Manor Apartments

Rent Based on income foR 
qualified applicants

Energy Efficient
Central Heat/Air

Off Street Parking
Water Paid

Fully Equipped Laundry
ONe ANd TwO BedROOmS

This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.

915 18th Street NW • (940) 937-0450 • TDD (800) 760-1997SAGEBRUSH APARTMENTS
Wellington, Texas

Two bedroom with heat & air. 
Rent based on income.

Washer/dryer hookups. Manager-
Cheryl Tarver.

Call 806-447-5064
TDD # 1-800-735-2988

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
COLONIAL MANORS I & II are working

together to provide the best long term nursing
care available in Southwest Oklahoma.

Colonial Manors I & II
Hollis, Oklahoma

Twenty-Four Hour Nursing Care Coupled
with a Pleasant Home-Like Atmosphere

Colonial Manor IColonial Manor IColonial Manor IColonial Manor IColonial Manor I
 East Sycamore

Hollis, OK 
()

Colonial Manor IIColonial Manor IIColonial Manor IIColonial Manor IIColonial Manor II
 West Versa
Hollis, OK 
() -

Toll Free
1-800-734-9311

T.D.D. #1-800-722-0353 or 711

Home Cooked MealsHome Cooked MealsHome Cooked MealsHome Cooked MealsHome Cooked Meals
Van Equipped Electronic LiftVan Equipped Electronic LiftVan Equipped Electronic LiftVan Equipped Electronic LiftVan Equipped Electronic Lift
Special Care Alzheimers UnitSpecial Care Alzheimers UnitSpecial Care Alzheimers UnitSpecial Care Alzheimers UnitSpecial Care Alzheimers Unit
Monthly Newsletter to FamiMonthly Newsletter to FamiMonthly Newsletter to FamiMonthly Newsletter to FamiMonthly Newsletter to Fami

Religious ServicesReligious ServicesReligious ServicesReligious ServicesReligious Services
Whirlpool TubsWhirlpool TubsWhirlpool TubsWhirlpool TubsWhirlpool Tubs

Full-Time Registered NursesFull-Time Registered NursesFull-Time Registered NursesFull-Time Registered NursesFull-Time Registered Nurses
Individually Decorated RoomsIndividually Decorated RoomsIndividually Decorated RoomsIndividually Decorated RoomsIndividually Decorated Rooms

“These facilities are equal opportunity providers and employers.”

Wellington 1 &

Wellington 2 Apartments Mashburn Realty & Investments
Your Home Town Realtor!

Sales associate, Larry Norton
Mobile: 806-269-8995

320 Commerce • 940.937.3136 • Childress

www.mashburnrealty.com
See all listings at

Mashburn Realty & Investments
Your Home Town Realtor!

Sales associate, Larry Norton
Mobile: 806-269-8995

320 Commerce • 940.937.3136 • Childress

www.mashburnrealty.com
See all listings at

We are looking for an outgoing, self-motivated person 
to join our team. 

• Sales experience is beneficial, yet not required.
• Pay is commission only with a guaranteed base of $1,500/mo. 

for six months until customer base is established.
• Focus will be on sales for The Red River Sun – Childress

and Memphis areas.

JOIN OUR SALES TEAM!

Please forward your resume 
with contact information to:  
swillmann@lknewsgroup.com

McPhail Angus 
Registered Angus Bulls & Females 

A.I. Sires
Snyder, Oklahoma 

Mark McPhail 580-480-5131
Wellington 

Housing 
Authority

1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apts.

Central heat & air
Utilities furnished
Housing Authority

Office Hours:
8 a.m. to noon

1 - 4 p.m.
Monday - Friday

1305 Haskell ~ Wellington 
806-447-2772

If you subscribe to our 
paper, you get access 
to the online edition 

for free!!

Hospice & Home Health
RN Position Available

Experienced RN needed to fill Hospice position. 
Great work environment with

competitive pay and benefit package
Enthusiastic go-getter a plus!

Apply by email at:
pphillips@bluebonnethhh.com

or in person at:
Bluebonnet Home Health and Hospice

807 West Avenue • Wellington • 806-447-2541

The Red River Sun 
reaches thousands of 
readers each week. 

Place your ad with us, 
starting at just $10.

The Red River Sun
888.400.1083

advertising@redriversun.com

Need to place an employment ad?

1800 Ave G NW • Childress
940.937.8481

Cell – 940.585.6038

Paige Freeman • Associate Broker
Cell 713.504.0542

Joey Davis
940.585.7637
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property on premises
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COMMERCiAl listiNG
201 Ave F NE- Prime highway
frontage with office space

and paved parking
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town, beautiful building site

Jim Freeman
Real Estate

View listings at:

WE BUY OIL, GAS, &
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com
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regardless of age
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TDD#711 

701 E. County Line Road 
Hollis, OK 73550

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and 
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Off Street Parking
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Fully Equipped Laundry
ONe ANd TwO BedROOmS
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provider and employer.
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Wellington, Texas

Two bedroom with heat & air. 
Rent based on income.

Washer/dryer hookups. Manager-
Cheryl Tarver.

Call 806-447-5064
TDD # 1-800-735-2988

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
COLONIAL MANORS I & II are working

together to provide the best long term nursing
care available in Southwest Oklahoma.
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“These facilities are equal opportunity providers and employers.”

Wellington 1 &

Wellington 2 Apartments Mashburn Realty & Investments
Your Home Town Realtor!

Sales associate, Larry Norton
Mobile: 806-269-8995

320 Commerce • 940.937.3136 • Childress

www.mashburnrealty.com
See all listings at

Mashburn Realty & Investments
Your Home Town Realtor!

Sales associate, Larry Norton
Mobile: 806-269-8995

320 Commerce • 940.937.3136 • Childress

www.mashburnrealty.com
See all listings at

We are looking for an outgoing, self-motivated person 
to join our team. 

• Sales experience is beneficial, yet not required.
• Pay is commission only with a guaranteed base of $1,500/mo. 

for six months until customer base is established.
• Focus will be on sales for The Red River Sun – Childress

and Memphis areas.

JOIN OUR SALES TEAM!

Please forward your resume 
with contact information to:  
swillmann@lknewsgroup.com

McPhail Angus 
Registered Angus Bulls & Females 

A.I. Sires
Snyder, Oklahoma 

Mark McPhail 580-480-5131

MEMPHIS
THE MEMPHIS HOUSING AUTHORITY has 
apartments for rent. One-, two-and three-bed-
room units are available at this ti me. 
Interested persons should visit the Housing Au-
thority offi  ce at 216 South 6th St. to pick up an 
applicati on. For more informati on, call 806-205-
6303, fax 806-205-6318 or email director@
memphistxhousing.com. 

Wellington 1  
&  Wellington 2 

Apartments
Type to enter text
Two bedroom with heat & air  

Washer & dryer hookups 
Rent based on income 
Manager: Cheryl Tarver 

Call 806-447-5064 

TDD# 1-800-735-2988 
This institution is an equal opportunity  

provider & employer. 

Wellington, Texas 

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

CLARENDON
FACILITIES AVAILABLE - Family Reunions, Re-
cepti ons, Business Meeti ngs, Club Functi ons, 
and more. Clarendon Lions Hall, 111 W. Fourth. 
Call 806-874-2259 for rental informati on.

NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCTION

     What’s your 
favorite frozen 
dessert? Ice cream
is one of the world’s 
most popular treats.
Read my clues to
find out the history
of ice cream and
to fill in my 
crossword 
puzzle:  

What’s the Scoop?  The Sweet 
    History 
of Ice Cream

1. The ancient Greeks of Athens enjoyed 
   _____ mixed with honey and fruit (400 B.C.).
2. Some people think that the Emperor Nero 
    ordered ice to be brought back from the mountains and mixed 
    with _____ or juice and fruit for banquets (Rome, 54–68 A.D.). 
3. “Ice cream” in _____ during the Tang Dynasty (618–907 A.D.). 
    had milk mixed into it and maybe even some rice. Some stories 
    say Marco Polo may have brought fruit ices from China to Italy. 
4. The popularity of “ice cream” moved throughout Europe with the 
    French people adding _____ to make the ice cream richer tasting.
5. Making ice cream was simple at first – sweetened cream in a bowl or 
    pot was put into ice to cool. The _____ it got, the more solid it became.

6. In 1843, Nancy M. Johnson of Philadelphia got the first _____ for a 
    small hand-cranked ice cream freezer. It made smoother ice cream.
7. Some newcomers to America, like Italo Marchiony from Italy, sold lemon ices and 
    ice cream from _____ in little glasses that people often would walk away with or break.
8. He started to make little _____ bowls by hand, which was a lot of work. He invented 
    a machine that could make 10 waffle cups at a time and got a patent for it in 1903.
9. In 1904, Mr. Marchiony sold ice cream at the World’s Fair in St. Louis. He ran 
    out of waffle cups and began to roll up waffles from a waffle maker into 
    _____ and filled them with ice cream, starting “walk-away” ice cream cones.
10. In 1920, Good Humor sold their ice cream from white _____ driven through neighborhoods.
11. The _____ - _____, a favorite ice cream, was first sold by J. F. McCullough in 1938.
12. In 1983, Ben and Jerry’s ice cream was used to build the world’s largest ice cream _____.
13. Thanks to the invention of _____ most people have ice cream in their homes.
14. Vanilla is the most popular _____ followed by chocolate!

ice

cream

China

eggs

colder
patent

carts

waffle

cones

trucks

soft-serve

sundae

refrigerators
flavor

1

2

3

4

57

6

8

9 10

11

13

14

12

CHOCOLATESYRUP

     According to a letter written by his daughter, 
Mr. Marchiony started to make ice cream sandwiches  
so that grown-ups wouldn’t have to be seen 
licking cones in public.

 

Newspaper Fun!Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com
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 Kids: color
  stuff in!

I love ice cream sandwiches! I like to make root beer floats!

MAKE MONEY
WITH THE CLASSIFIEDS!

Now Serving Clarendon, Childress, 

Memphis, & Wellington!

Let our sales team help you place an ad today in print and online!

Call 806.874.2259.

COMMERCIAL
301 Ave. F NE • Childress

Classic, great highway 
287 location 

3200 SQ Ft. 
Commercial Building

480 Ac. Childress Co. 
Hunting ranch. 3 miles South 

Childress

Paige Freeman 
Associate Broker 

Cell: 713-504-0542 

1800 Ave. G NW • Childress 
Office: 940-585-6038 

View Listings At: 
www.jimfreemanrealestate.com

HELP WANTED

CHILDRESS
THE GREENBELT INTREPID has an immedi-
ate opening for a full-ti me offi  ce manager and 
ad sales positi on. Prior experience in sales and 
clerical is needed, and experience in photogra-
phy, graphic design, and writi ng is preferred but 
not required. Send your resume and a request 
for applicati on to publisher@the-intrepid.com.

MEMPHIS
THE GREENBELT INTREPID is looking for a 
freelance reporter/photographer to help gather 
news and cover events in Memphis. Prior experi-
ence in photography and writi ng is preferred but 
not required. Send inquiries to publisher@the-
intrepid.com. 

WELLINGTON
PRN-RN: Collingsworth General Hospital in Wel-
lington, Texas is now accepti ng applicati ons for 
a PRN- RN.
Applicants with a positi ve dispositi on, organiza-
ti onal and socializati on skills desired. Contact Is-
abella Rodriguez, HR Director at 806-447-2521 
Ext 348 if you have any questi ons or complete 
an applicati on online at www.collingsworthgen-
eral.net

NURSING ASSISTANT: Collingsworth General 
Hospital in Wellington, Texas is now accepti ng 
applicati ons for a full-ti me Nursing Assistant.
Applicants with a positi ve dispositi on, organiza-
ti onal and socializati on skills desired. Benefi ts in-
clude: health, dental, vision insurance and 401K. 
Contact Isabella Rodriguez, HR Director at 806-
447-2521 Ext 348 if you have any questi ons or 
complete an applicati on online at www.colling-
sworthgeneral.net

MLT/MT: Collingsworth General Hospital in Wel-
lington, Texas is now accepti ng applicati ons for 
a Part-Time Medical Laboratory Technician (MLT) 
or Lab Medical Technologist (MT).  
Applicants with a positi ve dispositi on, organiza-
ti onal and socializati on skills desired. Contact Is-
abella Rodriguez, HR Director at 806-447-2521 
Ext 348 if you have any questi ons or complete 
an applicati on online at www.collingsworthgen-
eral.net

MAINTENANCE- Collingsworth General Hospi-
tal in Wellington, Texas is now accepti ng applica-
ti ons for a full-ti me Maintenance Worker. 
Applicants with a positi ve dispositi on, organiza-
ti onal and socializati on skills desired. Benefi ts in-
clude: health, dental, vision insurance and 401K. 
Contact Isabella Rodriguez, HR Director at 806-
447-2521 Ext 348 if you have any questi ons or 
complete an applicati on online at www.colling-
sworthgeneral.net

PART-TIME AND FULL-TIME DISPATCHER/
JAILER positi ons open at Collingsworth Coun-
ty Sherriff ’s Offi  ce. Applicants must be 18 years 
or older and have a high school diploma or GED. 
PART-TIME pay is $19.24/hour. FULL-TIME ben-
efi ts include $40,000 salary, health and life in-
surance, reti rement, paid training and vacati on 
days. Contact Jail Administrator Krystle Tarver for 
an applicati on, 806-447-2588, or come by 810 
Belton. (TFN)

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise "any 
preference, limitation, or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation, or discrimination."  Familial status includes chil-
dren under the age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, pregnant 
women, and people securing custody of children under 18. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation 
of the law.  Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.  The toll-free tele-
phone number of the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

PUBLIC NOTICE

INSERTION once per Week in Weekly or Weekend Editions through May 15, 2026 
2 column x fit to length 
 
In Classifieds Help Wanted 
 
 
TEAR SHEETS MUST ACCOMPANY BILLING 
IN ORDER TO RENDER PAYMENT 
Tear sheets may be emailed to 
jobs@rmcdq.com  
 
Contact: Heather Allen   
heatherallen@rmcdq.com  
940 549-5041 ext 300         
 
TheRichesonGroup            
PO Box 1299            
Graham, TX 76450 
 
 
 
 

 

 HIRING   
LOCAL FRIENDLY FACES! 

 

Help Make Your  
CHILDRESS DQ®  
the best IT can be. 

 

Management & Team Members!  
Full & Part Time! 

 

Apply Online Today: 
www.richesondq.com 

Be part of a fun, fast-paced team where your smile 
makes all the difference! 

TexSCAN Week of 
July 26-Aug. 1, 2026

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today! 

MEDICAL
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid 
with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, apps or 
prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million happy 
customers. Call Audien, 1-855-717-9854.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step 
1-855-540-0154. 

Replace your roof with the best looking and longest 
lasting material — steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer — up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-855-565-2452.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter 
is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. Call today 1-833-460-3020 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation 
estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Military 
& Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and 
offer details.

WANTED
Native arrowheads wanted. Point tipped Yuma, 
Clovis, Folsum, Eden, Midland. Must be old, authentic, 
unbroken. Top dollar paid, $10-$10,000 depending on 
type and condition. Buy 1 or a box full. 979-218-3351.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
184 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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HOWARDWICK
SMALL TAXING UNIT NOTICE

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING AND HEARING, 
AUGUST 11, 2026 AT 6:00 PM TO CONSIDER 
THE CITY OF HOWARDWICK PROPOSED 2026-27 
BUDGET AND PROPOSED NO-NEW REVENUE TAX 
RATE, TBA
The City of Howardwick will hold the Public 
Meeti ng/Hearing on Tuesday, August 11, 2026 at 
6pm at City Hall, 245 Rick Husband Blvd, How-
ardwick. The purpose of the meeti ng is to discuss 
the budget for 2026-2027 and the 2026 no-new 
revenue tax rate which will be adopted. The pub-
lic is welcome.
Visit texas.gov/propertytaxes to fi nd a link to our 
local property tax database on which you can 
easily access informati on regarding your prop-
erty taxes, including informati onabout proposed 
tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each 
enti ty that taxes your property. The 86th Texas 
Legislature modifi ed the manner in which the 
voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the 
rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

MEMPHIS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON BUDGET

TAKE NOTICE THAT A MEETING OF THE COM-
MISSIONERS' COURT OF HALL COUNTY, TEXAS, 
WILL BE HELD IN THE COMMISSIONERS' COURT-
ROOM AT THE HALL COUNTY ANNEX, 101 S. 9TH 
ST., MEMPHIS, TX 79245 IN MEMPHIS, HALL 
COUNTY, TEXAS. COMMENCING AT 9:00 A.M., 
ON MONDAY, THE 10TH DAY OF AUGUST 2026.

GET IN ONGET IN ON 
     THE ACTION     THE ACTION

Keep up with all your local sports Keep up with all your local sports 
teams. teams. 

Subscribe today.Subscribe today. 

CALL 806-874-2259CALL 806-874-2259

WANTED

Wanted!
Junk cars · pickups
trucks · tractors

Top Prices paid!
Will pick up & Haul Off

Call
Steve Owens
806-277-0573

Robert Owens
806-930-9272

Help Wanted!
Part Pullers
Iron Cutters

40-Hour Work Week
Paid Weekly

See Steve or Lucy Owens

806-447-5346
3769 US Hwy 83  I  Wellington

HELP WANTED
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Real, Trusted 
Knowledge

Newspapers are living textbooks, sharing 
important lessons about everything from 
geography and history to art, politics, 
business, finance, science and beyond. 
They also help teach essential reading, 
writing, critical thinking and life skills, 
both in and out of the classroom! 

What can you do to support 
newspapers in education?
• Sponsor our local Newspaper In Education program which 
puts 150 copies of the Enterprise in local classrooms every 
week during the school year. Call 806-874-2259 to add your 
name, business, or organization to the list!
• Support your local paper with a print or online subscription. 

• Encourage the kids in your life to read the newspaper. 

• Help teens and kids understand the importance of getting 
 their news and information from a standards-based news 
 organization, as well as the importance of supporting and 
 protecting these organizations, to help prevent the spread 
 of misinformation and disinformation.

NEWSPAPERS 
in EDUCATION

$2
00

Single 

Copy

THIS WEEK

2 Dr. Finck reviews what 

it takes to remove a US 

Senator.

4 He Says, She Says reports 

on the 2027 Hoedown.

5 Clarendon and Hedley 

school registration upcoming.

6 And check out the Broncos’ 

2026 footbal schedule.

All this and much more as � e Enterprise 

reports in this week’s amazing edition!

www.ClarendonLive.com
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Clarendon to hold 

cleanup day July 25

Clarendon residents will 

have an opportunity to dispose 

of unwanted household trash 

and debris during a free 40-yard 

cleanup event on Saturday, July 

25.
The cleanup will begin at 

9:30 a.m. at 400 N. Front St. and 

continue until the containers are 

full.
The event is open only to 

City of Clarendon residents. Par-

ticipants must present a photo 

ID or a current city water bill to 

verify residency. Commercial 

dumping is not permitted.

Refrigerators and other 

appliances containing refrigerant 

will not be accepted.

City offi  cials encourage res-

idents to take advantage of the 

event to help keep Clarendon 

clean.

The eighth annual 

Howardwick Hoedown 

raised more than $19,000 

for the City of Howardwick 

Volunteer Fire Department 

Saturday in McMorries 

Memorial Park.

Planned activities and 

fundraisers for the day 

generated $14,396.59 for 

the department, which by 

itself exceeded last year’s 

total by just under $5,000, 

but then an unexpected 

gift pushed the total even 

higher.
The Panhandle Boat 

& Ski Club presented a 

$5,000 check to the City of 

Howardwick Volunteer Fire 

Department for their work 

fi ghting the Corner Pocket 

Fire earlier this year. Fire 

Chief Jacob Hodge said 

the gift was unexpected but 

very much appreciated.

City Secretary Sandy 

Childress said this year’s 

Hoedown was an incredible 

event for the community 

and the fi re department.

“As predicted, this 

was the best one ever,” 

Childress said. “We had so 

many awesome raffl  e items 

donated this year, it made 

the raffl  e ticket sales go 

way up. And it’s so great to 

see the community together 

enjoying the event.”

Howardwick fi refi ght-

ers also had another sur-

prise at the Hoedown. The 

Chris Britten family and 

the Whistle-Stop presented 

envelopes with checks to 

each individual fi refi ghter 

in personal appreciation of 

their hard work and service.

Childress also said 

that a mechanical bull was 

a new addittion this year 

to the Hoedown and that it 

will be making a comeback 

next year.
There were several 

raffl  e and special contest 

winners during this year’s 

Hoedown. 
Jeff  Wilkinson won 

the grand prize raffl  e – a 

Llama electric utility truck, 

and Lisa Heald was the 

winner of the mini golf cart.

The Putting Contest 

winners this year were 

Sherrol Johnson, fi rst; 

Koby Dunham, second; 

and Joe Batts, third.

Kelly Dodge was 

the winner of the second 

annual poker run.

The Clarendon Enterprise 

won the General Excellence 

Award at the 117th annual Panhan-

dle Press Association Convention 

in Hereford last weekend.

Competing in Division One 

for weekly newspapers, the Enter-

prise earned 14 fi rst and second 

place awards in the Better News-

paper Contest.

Elaina Estlack and Roger 

Estlack placed fi rst in both Edito-

rial Writing and Feature Writing. 

Sandy Anderberg won fi rst place 

for the Enterprise for Sports Writ-

ing; Elaina and Roger won fi rst for 

Sports Photos, Tara Allred had the 

fi rst place Society/Lifestyles page, 

and Roger and Ashlee Estlack were 

fi rst place in Advertising Design. 

The paper also won fi rst place in 

News Writing, Serious Columns, 

News Photos, Front Page Layout, 

Special Section, and Best Website 

with Elaina as the webmaster.

The paper placed second in 

Human Interest Photos by Roger 

and Ashlee and in Headline Writ-

ing.
Cub Reporter Benjamin 

Estlack was named as one of this 

year’s PPA Scholarship Award 

winners.
Kerrie Steiert of Hereford, 

Neoma Wall Williams of Hart, 

and Jeff  Blackmon of Hereford 

were inducted into the PPA Hall of 

Fame this year.

PPA offi  cers for the coming 

year are President Shane Lance 

of Quanah, Vice President Tim 

Ritter of the Canyon News, Imme-

diate Past President Tara Huff  of 

the Eagle Press in Fritch/Borger, 

and Secretary Roger Estlack of 

Clarendon. 

They are joined on the board 

by directors Jeff  Blackmon of Her-

eford, Ellysa Harris of Plainview, 

Macee Sater of Groom, Suzanne 

Bellsnyder of Spearman, and 

Shaun Wink of Panhandle.

Attending this year’s annual 

Panhandle Press Association con-

vention from Clarendon were 

Roger, Ashlee, Benjamin, and 

Elaina Estlack; and Tara Allred.

Sales tax revenues 

were mixed for Donley 

County municipalities 

and special districts when 

Acting Texas Comptroller 

Kelly Hancock distrib-

uted July allocations this 

month.
The City of 

Clarendon saw its July 

number slip 6.21 per-

cent to $42,362,29 after a 

record high June month. 

July’s allocation brings 

the city to $323,310.90 for 

the calendar year-to-date, 

which up 1.88 percent 

compared to this time in 

2025.
Hedley’s alloca-

tion was up 37 percent 

from $804.65 last July to 

$1,102.45 this year, and 

that city is now up 10.77 

percent for the year-to-

date at $10,239.23.

Howardwick was 

down 12.81 percent in 

July at $1,550.93, driv-

ing the year-to-date total 

down 9.16 percent at 

$12,451.43.

Donley County 

Assistance District 1, 

collecting sales tax for 

county law enforcement in 

Howardwick, was up 7.74 

percent at $1,096.79 this 

month and is even for the 

year-to-date at $8,750.29.

Donley County 

Assistance District 2, 

collecting sales tax in 

the unincorporated areas 

of Donley County for 

law enforcement sup-

port, received $4,911.02 

this month and is now at 

$46,511.01 for the calen-

dar year-to-date in its fi rst 

fi scal year of operation.

Neighboring cities 

saw increased sales 

growth this month with 

Memphis posting a 

25.54 percent increase at 

$33,206.50, and Claude 

up 92.96 percent at 

$38,202.38. Armstrong 

County is up 2,365.60 

percent at $223,234.09. 

For the calendar year, 

Armstrong County is up 

2,094.15 percent at more 

than $1.6 million.

Statewide, Hancock 

delivered $1.2 billion in 

local sales tax allocations 

for July, 5.6 percent more 

than in July 2025. These 

allocations are based on 

sales made in May by 

businesses that report tax 

monthly.

Enterprise wins top PPA award

The Clarendon Enterprise crew at the PPA awards ceremony Saturday in 

Hereford: Tara Allred and Ashlee, Benjamin, Elaina, and Roger Estlack 

ENTERPRISE PHOTO

Clarendon sales tax 

revenue slips in July

Hoedown sets new record 

H’wick fi re department fundraiser nets $19KNew Church Building

St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Clarendon dedicated its new building Saturday, July 18, under the direction of Daniel Cardinal DiNardo and Bishop Emeritus Patrick Zurek 

along with priests of the Amarillo Diocese.  

ST. MARY’S PHOTO

Lisa Heald stands beside the mini golf cart she won during the 

eighth annual Howardwick Hoedown last Saturday in McMor-

ries Memorial Park.  

COURTESY PHOTO

School Supply Lists • Calendars • Sports Schedules Inside This Week’s Issue!

Jackson advances 

security provisions 

US Representative Ronny 

Jackson successfully advanced 

critical national security poli-

cies during the House Permanent 

Select Committee on Intelli-

gence’s markup of the 2027 Intel-

ligence Authorization Act. 

“Meeting the challenges 

posed by our adversaries requires 

an intelligence community that is 

both eff ective and worthy of the 

public’s trust,” said Rep. Jackson.

“This bill provides our intel-

ligence agencies with the author-

ities and resources they need to 

address foreign threats while 

advancing much needed oversight 

and accountability of America’s 

intelligence apparatus,” Jackson 

said. “The provisions I secured 

during our markup will strengthen 

internal investigations procedures 

at the CIA, help ensure former 

intelligence offi  cials cannot use 

their positions to benefi t foreign 

adversaries, and reinforce respon-

sible stewardship of taxpayer dol-

lars.”
Jackson’s Amendments 

focuses on Intelligence Commu-

nity Inspector General (ICIG) CIA 

Internal Investigative Procedures  

Directing the ICIG to conduct 

an independent review and audit 

of the CIA’s Counterintelligence; 

Foreign Adversary Post-Em-

ployment Restrictions: Imposes 

a 10-year post-employment ban 

on Senate-confi rmed Intelligence 

Community offi  cials from lobby-

ing or representing foreign-ad-

versary-controlled entities before 

the U.S. government: and Intelli-

gence Community Employee Pri-

vate Counsel Expenses.
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